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HPNA General Meeting  
Agenda for December 6

Important:  The meeting will be 
in person at the Griffin School at 
5001 Evans Avenue. For those who 
wish to attend online, use the Zoom 
meeting information. 

 Welcome 
 Blake Thompson presents his plans to 

commercially develop the Speedway 
post office and post office parking lot.

 Update on HPNA Holiday Parade 
(featuring Santa Claus) scheduled for 
December 11 

 Announcements
Not a member? No problem!  

You can attend anyway.

Join Zoom Meeting at 7 pm at
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87277090793?pw

d=eUVqTEFUYnhwVkZqSENZcE1zZ
FlNdz09

Meeting ID: 872 7709 0793
602863
One tap mobile:
+13462487799,,87277090793#,,,,*602863# 

US (Houston)
Dial by your location:
+1 346 248 7799 US (Houston)

The building today occupied by the Griffin School began 
life as Trinity Methodist Church on February 24, 1947, 

when church parishioners broke ground for its Educational 
Building, the first step in its building campaign.

The church itself was chartered on December 22, 1946, with 80 charter 
members 
under the 
leadership 
of Rev. J.C. 
Camp-
bell. It 
was one of 
many new 
churches 
begun af-
ter the end 
of World 
War II. The 
congrega-
tion chose 
the name 
“Trinity” 
and began 
meeting in Ridgetop Elementary School. Church members themselves 
did the work of constructing the building and held their first service 
there in the community assembly room on April 20, 1947, while the 
building was still being completed. The building was valued at $15,000. 
Besides the assembly room, it had a nursery, kitchen, study and office for 
the pastor, and classrooms.

The church was officially consecrated to public worship by Rev. 
Campbell on Mother’s Day in 1947. The church choir provided special 
music and the reverend chose as his sermon “Behold Thy Mother.” By 
then the congregation had grown to 100 members. 

After the Educational Building, the church grew steadily. It add-
ed another unit to its Educational Building under the leadership of Rev. 
C. Herman Murph, its second pastor, between June 1947 and May 1949; 
then it added a brick sanctuary under Rev. Raymond Brink, its fifth pas-
tor, in 1955. The sanctuary combined traditional and modern elements. 

Hyde Park Holiday Event
December 11, 2021

Holiday Parade Starting at the  
Elisabet Ney Museum

Follow-up Gathering at Shipe Park
For details, see page 3.

Parade Kickoff
Elisabet Ney Museum

For details, see page 5.

Photo by Liz Williams
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From the Desk of the Co-Presidents

Pecan Press
The Pecan Press is published monthly by the  

Hyde Park Neighborhood Association in Austin, Texas.
Advertusing deadline: 15th of the month preceding publication. 

Editorial deadline: 10th of the month preceding publication.
Editor 

Lorre Weidlich  lweidlich@mail2sevenseas.com
Poetry Editor 

Charlotte Herzele  herzele@gmail.com
Puzzle Editor 
Steve Bratteng

Production Manager & Advertising Director 
Robert M. Farr, 731-0617,  rudeboy.robbo@gmail.com 

Payments for Ads  
HPNA, P.O. Box 49427, Austin, TX 78765

Distribution Coordinator 
Rimas Remeza, 4105 Ave. F, 371-3158, rimasx@yahoo.com

Area Coordinators
N of 45th/W of Duval  
 • Rosa Maria Lopez Reed  ..........   elsalvadorchrist@yahoo.com
N of 45th/E of Duval  
 • Jay Gerard & Carrie Laughlin  ..................................... 371-1546
S of 45th/W of Speedway  
 • Betsy Clubine......................................betsyclubine@gmail.com
S of 45th/E of Speedway  
 • Martha Campbell ........................................................... 452-2815

Hyde Park 
Neighborhood 

Association
P. O. Box 49427 • Austin, TX 78765

www.austinhydepark.org
— HPNA Officers & Steering Committee —

Co-Presidents 
• Michele Grieshaber ................... mgrasshopper001@gmail.com 
• Lisa Harris  ...............................................ljharrisus@yahoo.com 
• Kevin Heyburn ..................................... kmheyburn@gmail.com
Co-Vice Presidents 
• Kathy Jackson 
• Paul Smith
Secretary • Ben Reid .......................ben.reid @austin.utexas.edu
Co-Treasurers • PO Box 49427, Austin, TX 78765 
• Susanna Walker ................................ suzwalkercpa@gmail.com 
• Lorre Weidlich ......................... lweidlich@mail2sevenseas.com
Additional Steering Committee Members: 
• Betsy Clubine • Stephen Gonzalez •  Peniel Joseph • Marsha 
Riti • Katie Turner • Brendan Wittstruck • Chris Wooster• 
— HPNA Committees & Task Forces —
ASH (joint HPNA-CT committee)  
• John Williams .................................. jawilli@grandecom.net
Austin Neighborhoods Council Rep.  
• Lorre Weidlich ......................... lweidlich@mail2sevenseas.com
Church-Neighborhood Liaison  
• Phil Seibert .............................................phil.seibert@gmail.com
Crime & Safety • Carol Welder, cjwelder@msn.com  
                  • Kristen Remeza, kremeza@yahoo.com
Development Review • David Conner, daypaycon@yahoo.com
Finance • David Conner, daypaycon@yahoo.com
Flooding • Kevin Heyburn, kmheyburn@gmail.com
Graffiti Patrol • Lisa Harris, ljharrisus@yahoo.com
Historic Preservation • Joan Burnham, jgiburnham@gmail.com
Homes Tour • Kip Dollar, kipdollar@aol.com 
            • Chad Crow, chad@secondlabelwine.com
Membership •Karen Saadeh, kdmatthis@gmail.com  
 • John Williams, jawilli@grandecom.net
Neighborhood Planning • Karen McGraw, mcgrawka@earthlink.net
Nominating • Adam Wilson adam@griffinschool.org
Parks & Public Space • Mark Fishman, mlfishman@gmail.com
Social Events Coordinator • (Open)
Social Media Coordinator • Ellie Hanlon, ellie.hanlon@gmail.com
Tree Preservation • John Walewski, jwalewski@civil.tamu.edu
Website • Graham Kunze, grahamkunze@gmail.com

APD District Representative 
for Hyde Park

Darrell Grayson ..................................................512-974-5242  
                               Darrell.Grayson@austintexas.gov

The HPNA will hold an in-person general meeting on Monday, December 6, 2021, at 7:00 
pm at the Griffin School, and we invite you and your neighbors to join us. For those 

of you who don’t want to attend in person, we have maintained a Zoom link so you can 
attend online. Since March of 2020, HPNA’s general membership meetings and Steering 
Committee meetings have been held on Zoom. However, now that the COVID threat appears 
to be diminishing, we have decided to slowly shift HPNA to in-person meetings. We plan 
to continue to do this while following the City’s safety guidelines, which include requesting 
unvaccinated attendees to wear masks.

The principal speaker at our 
December meeting, Blake Thomp-
son, will discuss his plans to 
develop the old post office on 
Speedway and the parking lot 
across the street from the post of-
fice into commercial retail space. 

The old post office is not the 
only central Hyde Park proper-
ty proposed for development. The 
new owners of the parking lot be-
hind Quack’s Bakery, on 43rd 
Street and Duval, have proposed a 
commercial and residential build-
ing for that site. A presentation on 
the proposed 43rd Street and Du-
val development is planned for an 
HPNA general membership meet-
ing and for a Hyde Park Contact 
Team meeting early next year. 

To celebrate the December holi-
days, on Saturday, December 11, at 
5:30 pm, HPNA will hold a parade 

through the neighborhood featur-
ing Santa Claus. The parade starts 
at the Elizabeth Ney Museum and 
ends at Shipe Park, to be followed 
by an outdoor family-friendly 
gathering in the park. Prior to the 
Holiday Parade, the Elizabeth Ney 
Museum will have holiday activ-
ities for the whole family. More 
information about the Holiday 
Parade and the Ney’s holiday ac-
tivities is elsewhere in this issue. 

We hope to have more indoor 
and outdoor neighborhood gath-
erings in the upcoming year, as 
long as they can be held safely. We 
anticipate that the Fire Station Fes-
tival and the Historic Homes Tour 
will be on HPNA’s calendar next 
year, and we will need your help to 
make those events happen. 

We are fortunate to live in 
Hyde Park and to have all of you 
as neighbors. We hope to see you 
at our meetings and at all the 
events we have planned in 2022. 
We wish you a Joyous Holiday 
Season and a Happy, Healthy New 
Year! 

— Michele Greishaber 
Lisa Harris  
Kevin Heyburn  
Co-Presidents
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Hyde Park Neighborhood Association Membership Form

Membership Information Submission Information
• Membership in HPNA is open to all residents 18 years or older residing 
within the boundaries of Hyde Park or within 300 feet of its boundaries.

• University students are free.

• All memberships expire on September 30th of each year.

• New members and members who lapse in dues for over six months are 
eligible to vote at HPNA meetings 30 days after receipt of dues.

• Membership dues can be paid in several ways: By signing up at an HPNA 
meeting or event, by mailing in the membership form, or by joining online 
using PayPal. To pay online, go to www.austinhydepark.org and click on the 
Join Now button. Dues paid online are $6.

• Send your articles, letters, and photos by the 10th of 
each month to Lorre Weidlich at  
lweidlich@mail2sevenseas.com.

 Opinion articles & letters to the editor must not exceed 500 
words.

• Send your poems to Charlotte Herzele at herzele@gmail.com.

 All poems, even if written under a pen name, must include a 
name and contact information for identification and verification 
purposes.

Name_______________________________________________________________Phone_______________________________
Address_________________________________________________________________________________________________
           Notify me by email of HPNA meetings & events  __________________________________________________________
Dues per Person Standard - $5/yr.

Senior - $1/yr.
Student - Free
New Member
Renewing Member

Check
Cash

Date_______________
Amount____________

Mailing Address:
 HPNA Membership
 P.O. Box 49427
 Austin, Texas 78765
Make checks payable to HPNA.

   December
 3 — Recycling Pickup
 4 — Landscape Day at the Ney Museum
 6 — HPNA General Meeting
 9 — DRC Meeting
 11 — Holiday Art Fair at Fresh Plus
 11 — Holiday Parade, with Kickoff and Follow-up Gathering
 13 — Steering Committee Meeting
 17 — Recycling Pickup
 25 —  Merry Christmas!
 31 — Recycling Pickup
 31 — Deadline for Donations of Canned Corn
 31 — Happy New Year’s Eve!

Hyde Park Holiday 
Parade
Santa Claus makes his Hyde Park return with a 

Holiday Parade on December 11!  The parade will 
begin at 5:30 pm in front of the Elisabet Ney Museum, 
continue down Avenue H before turning west on 40th 
Street, and then go up Avenue G, ending at Shipe 
Park. 

There will be mu-
sic, and candy canes 
will be handed out 
along the route, with 
cookies and hot choc-
olate afterwards at the 
park. Along the route, 
Santa Claus and his 
helpers will be col-
lecting donations of 
canned corn to benefit 
the Hope Food Pantry. 

The parade float 
and setup has been 
generously donated by 
the SPJST Fraternal Benefit Society of Temple, Texas 
(Santa is a member), with cookies and hot chocolate 
donated by Quack’s 43rd Street Bakery.

Ho-Ho-Hope to see you there!

 —Stephen Gonzalez

http://www.austinhydepark.org
http://capitalpropertiesrealestate.com
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The Hyde Park 
Specialist
Sam Archer, Juice Real Estate Group

512.633.4650 | sam.archer@compass.com

Every house in Hyde Park has a story. I have lived and 

invested in Hyde Park for nearly 20 years. I love this 

neighborhood and that connection makes a difference. 

Whether you are buying or selling, I will help you with 

incomparable professional experience and personal 

commitment that goes beyond the transaction.

Average Sales Price: 2018–2020

For more detailed market information about your home contact Sam Archer, Broker Associate.

Helping clients buy and sell in Austin with integrity and unparalleled representation.

hydeparkismyhome.com

All YTD data is pulled from Austin MLS for single family residences.

$700K $720K $740K $760K $780K $800K

$707,754

$716,307

$780,544

2018

2019

2020

4211 Ave D   Seller Representation

3904 Ave C   Buyer Representation

http://www.hydeparkismyhome.com
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News from the Ney

Word Find: Texas Movies 
by der Brat

Answers on page 14

[Numbers in parentheses = number of  letters in answers]
1. John Wayne hunting; set in TX but not filmed here. (3,9) 

__________________________
2. Hell or _?_ _?_ with Pine and Bridges. (4,5) 

__________________________
3. The Last _?_ _?_ with Bridges and Bottoms. (7,4) 

__________________________
4. Linklater film 12 years in making. (7) _________________
5. Loveable killer Jack Black. (5) _______________
6. _?_ _?_ Lights Go Panthers! Go Billy Bob? (6,5) 

__________________________
7. No _?_ For Old Men – Coens do TX. (7) 

_____________________
8. It’s sure not France! (5,5) ______________________
9. Travolta at Gilley’s. (5,6) __________________________
10. Really BIG movie about TX. (5) _______________
11. They rob banks: _?_&_?_ (6,5) ______________ 

____________
12. The Texas _?_ Massacre (8) _____________________
13. _?_ Dallas _?_ More football. (5,5) ___________
____________
14. Dazed and _?_ in Austin. (8) _____________________
15. Charlie _?_ War (7) _____________________
16. Dallas _?_ _?_ Oscar time for Matthew. (6,4) 

__________________________
17. State nickname with Kris and Matthew. (4,4) 

___________ ____________
18. _?_ McCloud Bud Cort in the Astrodome. (8) 

_______________________
19. Before Jaws his hunt in TX: _?_ Express (9) 

__________________________
20. Wes Anderson does prep school in Big H. (8) 

_______________________

Word Find: Texas Movies 

by der Brat

M O V I E S A B O U T T E X A S

T I D E S U F N O C T O B E R W

H I G H W A T E R N A T S A A U

E D L O N E S T A R L I T S R N

S N U B E R N I E X I T N B I G

E A B E N D G R O W H I A B B A

A L X Y Z O Y C I G A N B O U Y

R R Y E L L O L I H C O Y A L T

C A L I T U R N C O S H W A C R

H G O I N S Y S W E O L A W S O

E U P T R A I B R O I L Y I R F

R S R E D O O R D O W N S L E H

S Y R I A Y E M A I D E N S Y T

O B R E W S T E R P H O T O U R

I F P I C T U R E S H O W N B O

L E E R U S H M O R E B U S O N
[numbers in parentheses = number of letters in

answers]
1. John Wayne hunting; set in TX but not filmed here. (3,9) 

__________________________

2. Hell or _?_ _?_ with Pine and Bridges. (4,5) 

__________________________

3. The Last _?_ _?_ with Bridges and Bottoms. (7,4) 

__________________________

4. Linklater film 12 years in making. (7) 

_________________

5. Loveable killer Jack Black. (5) _______________

6. _?_ _?_ Lights Go Panthers! Go Billy Bob? (6,5) 

__________________________

7. No _?_ For Old Men – Coens do TX. (7) 

_____________________

8. It’s sure not France! (5,5) ______________________

9. Travolta at Gilley’s. (5,6) 

__________________________

10. Really BIG movie about TX. (5) _______________

11. They rob banks: _?_&_?_ (6,5) ______________ 

____________

12. The Texas _?_ Massacre (8) _____________________

13. _?_ Dallas _?_ More football. (5,5) ___________

____________

14. Dazed and _?_ in Austin. (8) _____________________

15. Charlie _?_ War (7) _____________________

16. Dallas _?_ _?_ Oscar time for Matthew. (6,4) 

__________________________

17. State nickname with Kris and Matthew. (4,4) 

___________ ____________

18. _?_ McCloud Bud Cort in the Astrodome. (8) 

_______________________

19. Before Jaws his hunt in TX: _?_ Express (9) 

__________________________

20. Wes Anderson does prep school in Big H. (8) 

_______________________

Happy Holiday Season, neighbors! And 
be sure to visit in December!

After the gorgeous crescendo of florid yellow that 
November gifted the Ney, Environmental Educa-
tors Mino Giunta and Samantha Panger are fired up 
for another Landscape Day on Saturday, December 4, 
from 9 to 11 am. Join your neighbors for a tour of the 
late Autumn landscape, have a chance to do some na-
ture-themed activities like seed balls and such, and 
maybe get your hands a little dirty in the process! By 
the way. that saffron symphony was provided by this 
year’s unusually robust showing of Plateau Golden-
eye (Viguiera dentata), which you’d have known if you 
had attended November’s event!

The Ney will also once again be putting up the 
annual Wish Tree. This nearly decade-old tradition 
will move to the larger Texas Room this year and will 
be up by Wednesday, December 1. As always, you’re 
invited to place your wishes on the tags and festoon 
the tree in the hope that some of your wishes come 
true!

You’ll have a special chance to add to the Wish 
Tree when the Ney hosts the kickoff of the 2021 Hyde 
Park Neighborhood Association Holiday Parade! 
Holiday activities for everyone from kids to grand-
pas will be offered, with seasonal refreshments and 
of course many ways to fill out, decorate, and place 
your Wish Tree tags! Then away goes the parade at 
5:30! The Museum’s staff is so happy to be able to be 
a part of your holidays in this way. Masks will con-
tinue to be encouraged while indoors, but it’ll be a 
warm and cozy time for all. Ho ho ho!

Love to all, as always, from the Museum, its staff, 
and the Friends of the Elisabet Ney Museum! Have a 
wonderful Holiday Season!
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This HPNA General Meeting began at 6:00 pm, 
one hour earlier than usual, to accommodate spe-
cial guests.  Present at the meeting and acting as a 
Q&A panel for our neighborhood’s crime and safety 
concerns were Travis County Attorney Delia Gar-
za; Travis County District Attorney Jose Garza; First 
Assistant County Attorney Lucio Del Toro; Erin Mar-
tinson, head of the Special Victim’s Unit in the DA’s 
Office; and our neighborhood APD liaison, Officer 
Darrell Grayson.

County Attorney Delia Garza gave a brief presen-
tation.
• Prior to Ms. Garza coming into office, from 2017 

to 2019, the Travis County Attorney’s Office, of-
ten weeks and months after the arrest, dismissed 
or rejected 38% of Criminal Trespass cases, 55% of 
Possession of Controlled Substance cases, 60% of 
Possession of Dangerous Drug cases, and 50% of 
Theft cases.  

• The County Attorney prosecutes misdemeanor 
crimes, the DA prosecutes felonies.  

• After becoming County Attorney, Ms. Garza cre-
ated a new case flow allowing for earlier review of 
cases, which allows her office to identify and ex-
pedite cases that are commonly dismissed and 
process those cases sooner, increasing efficiency.

• Any case that involves a threat to public safety 
and/or another individual and/or involves phys-
ical harm will not be considered for early case 
review diversion, as such cases are not dismissed 
and require a more thorough review.

• Case flow before 2021 was the following: arrest, 
booking, magistration, docket, case filed, case re-
viewed.

• Case flow now is as follows: arrest, booking, case 
reviewed, magistration, docket, case filed.

• Case facts are now reviewed within 24 hours of ar-
rest; cases are being prosecuted faster now.  

• There is always a struggle between prosecutors 
and police officers; unlike the standard for an ar-
rest, a conviction requires that jurors be convinced 
of guilt, and this can be very challenging.

• The County Attorney’s Office also created a new 
Weapon Forfeiture Policy to formalize the remov-
al of firearms from domestic violence offenders and 
to request weapon forfeiture in all cases where a 
weapon is involved or present during the offense. 
All prosecutors have been trained in the weapon 
forfeiture process.

• Case flow involving weapon forfeiture before 2021 
was as follows: case filed, case reviewed, weapon 
forfeiture requested at case disposition.

HPNA General Meeting Minutes: November 1, 2021
Kevin Heyburn welcomed everyone and outlined the agenda.

• Case flow involving weapon forfeiture after Jan-
uary 2021 is as follows: case reviewed, weapon 
forfeiture requested as bond condition, case filed, 
weapon forfeiture analysis applied at every stage of 
case.

Travis County District Attorney Jose Garza gave 
a short briefing on what his office does to keep our 
community safe.
• The number one job of the Travis County DA is to 

keep the community safe and to do this in a way 
that is fair and equitable for all involved.

• DA Garza’s office has processed over 500 in-
dictments this year, including some very violent 
crimes.

Continued on page 9

Hyde Park Poets
Anyone Have a Heart?

“Anyone have a heart?” 
Angry but justified, to some extent,
There he was, on the street, on the Drag,
With a sign as big as he was, with the plea,
“Anything – do you have anything” 
Or something to that effect,
Then, he was angry, “Anyone with a heart?”
It ran through my head,
I fancy myself having a heart,
Sadly, the homeless don’t take visa
Or use Venmo, so
It’s not as easy as it used to be,
I suppose I could have, maybe should have
Opened my bag and felt around for my coin purse
As I did later, for the guy who put air in my tires,
It’s easier to give money to people 
Who have it than to people who don’t.

— Herzele 
09/14/21
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I live here, I work here. Your Hyde Park specialist.

TAMMY YOUNG
Principal ,  Owner
Realtor®, GRI, CRS, CLHMS
512 .695 .6940 c
tammy@seedpropertygroup.com

                                

925 E 49th St . $495,000
3 beds . 1 bath . 1,133 sq. ft.

910 E 55th St.. $524,900
 3 beds . 2 baths . 1,248 sq. ft.

REAL ESTATE BY THE NUMBERS
Austin Board of Realtors, MLS data shown is for Austin area addresses September, 2021

MEDIAN PRICE FOR
SINGLE-FAMILY HOMES

+28% to $450,000  

AVERAGE DAYS
ON THE MARKET

-22 days to 17 days

AVERAGE 
INVENTORY

-.1 months to 1.1 months

NEW LISTINGS
ON THE MARKET

+16% to 4,136

ACTIVE HOMES
ON THE MARKET

+/- 0% to 3,723

PENDING
SALES

-1% to 3,552

SOLD

        Powered by

When it’s time to choose a Realtor®, choose a true Hyde Park expert 

with proven results marketing and selling our neighborhood’s unique homes.

www.seedpropertygroup.com

Come see us in the Hyde Park 
Marketplace! 41st & Guadalupe St.

5406 Avenue H . $830,000   
 4 beds . 3 baths . 2,056 sq. ft.

  

403 W Odell St. . $750,000
4 beds . 3 bath . 1,562 sq. ft. 

                505 E 40th St.  .  $1,650,000
5 beds . 4 baths  .  2 half baths . 3323 sq. ft.

SOLD

SOLD

SOLD

SOLD

              4009 Avenue H  .  $1,550,000
4 beds + office . 2.5 baths  .  3,015 sq. ft

SOLD
SOLD920 E 49th 1/2 St. . $595,000

 2 beds . 2 baths . 1,164 sq. ft.

SOLDSOLD

    

   PENDING

SOLD3815 Guadalupe #211 . $280,000
 2 beds . 1 baths . 823 sq. ft.

SOLDSOLD
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Pecan Press Advertising Rates
(Effective September, 2015)

 Size (width X height) Price
Back Cover .......... (7.5” X 10”) ............. 400.00
Full Page .............. (7.5” X 10”) ............. 300.00
1/2 Page ............... (7.5” X 5”) .............. 190.00
1/4 Page .............. (3.63” X 5”) ............. 100.00
1/6 Page ........... (3.63” X 3.25”) ............. 80.00
1/9 Page ........... (3.63” X 2.25”) ............. 60.00
1/12 Page ......... (3.63” X 1.63”) ............. 50.00

A vibrant and engaged high school community

Cultivating individual potential
and intellectual curiosity

www.gri�nschool.org

Erin Martinson (erin.martinson@traviscountytx.gov), 
head of the Special Victim’s Unit in the DA’s Office, 
discussed her role.
• Ms. Martinson and her staff work to connect with 

victims in an effort to get first hand experiences 
of the victims of violent crimes and to get recom-
mendations from victims on how to improve and 
streamline the process.

• This information is provided to the DA so the pro-
cess can be constantly improved.

• Erin is a Hyde Park resident and said she would do 
her best to continue to come to these meetings to 
serve as a resource for ongoing questions related to 
the criminal justice system, and she invited neigh-
bors to reach out to her if they needed anything.

Officer Darrell Grayson, our neighborhood liaison 
from APD, spoke next. 
• Although Officer Grayson couldn’t comment on 

specific details of cases that are still open or under 
investigation (referring to the burglary of The Ped-
dler bike shop and the mugging at Hemphill Park), 
he said these cases look positive with regard to 
bringing justice to victims.  

• On Halloween weekend, there was supposed to be 
a large group of motorcyclists riding through the 
alleys of Hyde Park as part of an Alley Cat Scram-
ble event (this also happened earlier this year in 
May); luckily, they didn’t show up on Halloween.

• Officer Grayson complemented the prosecutors 
present at the meeting and stated how much he ap-
preciates what they do after police make an arrest.

• Recently, Officer Grayson was reassigned to work 
on the city’s homeless efforts.  He is helping clear 
out public campsites and can currently work on 
neighborhood liaison issues only when he’s not 
busy with that. They have made good progress at 
clearing out the homeless campsites and he hopes 
to have more time to commit to the neighborhood 
soon.

November Meeting Minutes... 
        …cont’d from page 7

Question and Answer Session
• An HPNA member asked, during the Alley Cat 

Scramble in May, many motorcyclists ran red lights, 
didn’t stop at intersections, and were speeding. 
Was anything done about these traffic law viola-
tions? Officer Grayson said that some of them got 
citations.

• An HPNA member asked, do you feel that you 
have the staffing you need to do a good job?  Offi-
cer Grayson said they could use more staffing, but 
they’re getting the job done.

• An HPNA member asked, what is being done 
about drag racing on Airport Boulevard? Officer 
Grayson stated that police officers assigned to that 
area are sitting in that area when not busy on other 
calls, hoping to catch street racers in the act. 

• DA Garza commented on the importance of public 
safety.  Last year in Travis County, car crashes were 
a leading cause of deaths; some drivers are taking 
unsafe risks.

• An HPNA member asked, what can someone do 
to get police or legal action taken when he or she 
observes domestic violence, but the victim is un-
cooperative in filing a complaint?  Officer Grayson 
said that an arrest can be made based on injuries 
or witness statements, but that it’s ultimately dif-
ficult to get a conviction without cooperation from 
the victim. Ms. Martinson added that if all witness-
es do their part by making statements and there are 
marks or injuries on the victim, it is still possible to 
get a conviction even if the victim doesn’t want to 
press charges or cooperate with investigators.

• An HPNA member asked, what should crime vic-
tims expect in terms of follow-up when reporting 
a crime?  And if victims are not getting the com-
munication they want, what should they do? Ms. 
Martinson responded that in her office there are 
counselors who are assigned immediately after 
they learn about an incident, and the counselors 
reach out within a couple of days.  If victims want 
help immediately, they can call her office and can 
speak to someone immediately.  

Continued on page 10

http://www.griffinschool.org
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• An HPNA member said to Ms. Garza, I understand 
that your office has to prioritize violent misde-
meanors over other misdemeanors, but what is 
considered a violent misdemeanor and what can be 
done about recurrent petty theft by the same indi-
vidual, which is happening over and over? Citizens 
feel helpless to combat crimes like package theft, 
bike theft, and plant theft. Ms. Garza responded, 
crimes like DUI and assault always get prosecuted, 
but other crimes like property crimes are evaluated 
case by case. The best action you can take is to re-
port every single instance of crime you observe: if 
it is in progress, call 911; if it is over, call 311. Assis-
tant County Attorney Del Toro added, an assault is 
a felony, but a punch thrown in a fistfight could be 
a misdemeanor.  

• Ms. Garza said that repeated misdemeanors could 
add up to a felony, but she clarified: if someone is 
convicted of a misdemeanor and keeps repeating the 
same problem behavior, the group of misdemeanors 
could be prosecuted as a felony.  However, in the ab-
sence of a misdemeanor conviction, no matter how 
many misdemeanors were committed by the person, 
those could not be prosecuted as a felony.

Announcements
• Kevin reminded everyone to look at the most recent 

copy of the Pecan Press or the HPNA website to view 
some options for the fence that will surround the de-
tention pond that will be located behind the Baker 
School.  Neighbors can participate in a survey to se-
lect an option, and the results will be shared with city 
staff working on this project. For a link to the survey, 
go to https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/7BYQSW5 .

• The December HPNA meeting agenda is still in the works.
• HPNA is planning on hosting a Holiday Parade 

sometime in mid-December; be on the lookout for 
more details soon.

• HPNA will finalize next year’s budget in January.
• Kristen Remeza, Hyde Park’s crime and safe-

ty representative, reached out to the City of Austin 
transportation department in anticipation of the Al-
ley Cat Scramble and discovered the city offers signs 
to residents to remind people to slow down.  More 
information is available at this link: https://www.
austintexas.gov/sites/default/files/files/Vision_Zero_Yard_
Sign_Program.pdf.

• A friendly reminder to all participants attending the 
HPNA monthly meetings: please be sure to keep 
yourself muted unless you are actively speaking.  
We have been experiencing a lot of accidental back-
ground noises and conversations.

Kevin thanked Council Member Kathie Tovo and 
the County and District Attorneys for joining us and 
Lisa Harris for arranging for this neighborhood crime 
and safety panel. The meeting was adjourned.

— Submitted by Ben Reid 
HPNA Secretary

November Meeting Minutes... 
        …cont’d from page 9

Hyde Park Poets
Orange

Every morning I look out my kitchen window
At the little orange that could
This one lived through the freezes, 
The subsequent breezes,
And there it is, the only orange
On the tree. Of course, it’s green now
But it will turn orange, soon enough
And be sweet and rich, and delicious
And I will enjoy every bit.

— Herzele 
11/09/21

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/7BYQSW5
https://www.austintexas.gov/sites/default/files/files/Vision_Zero_Yard_Sign_Program.pdf
https://www.austintexas.gov/sites/default/files/files/Vision_Zero_Yard_Sign_Program.pdf
https://www.austintexas.gov/sites/default/files/files/Vision_Zero_Yard_Sign_Program.pdf
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512-220-0054 • mygrande.com/power  Like us on
Facebook

Follow us on
Twitter

for 12 months5999
ALL FOR ONLY

per month

Faster Internet...

UNBE L I E V AB L E  PR I C E

 Up to 50 Mbps download
 Up to 5 Mbps upload
 Cable modem rental included
 Antivirus included

•
•

Use all of your devices
online at once

•
•

HD included
 DVR service and

receiver included
•
•

Local broadcast channels 
 Pay-Per-View Access

Power 50 Internet Digital Basic TV

•
•
•

NO CONTRACT REQUIRED + 30-DAY RISK-FREE TRIAL

Offer expires 12-31-14. Services subject to availability, please contact Grande for details. Offers only apply to first-time residential customers. $59.99 Promotional Offer price is for 12 months and includes Power 50 Mbps 
Internet service with one cable modem rental and Digital Basic TV service with one HD/DVR receiver rental and service. Prices increase by $5 for months 13-24 and an additional $5 for months 25-36. Prices revert to then 
current applicable retail rate in month 37. If you change or disconnect any or all of the services at any time during the 36-month promotional period, the bundle pricing will no longer apply and Grande’s then standard 
monthly rates will apply to remaining service(s). Monthly offer rates subject to applicable surcharges, equipment taxes, franchise fees and other government imposed charges. Installation, taxes, fees, additional receivers, 
equipment, additional services or features not included. Bundle also available with a CableCARD however interactive features are not available. Actual Internet speeds may vary and are not guaranteed. A credit check and/or 
deposit may be required. Not valid with any other offer and may not be transferred or redeemed for cash. Other restrictions may apply. ®2014 Grande Communications Networks, LLC. All rights reserved.

Hyde Park Poets
Lilac 0r Blue

Walking a new route, I passed by a tangled mess of leaves
Yellow, brown, and green, and multiple shades thereof,
And, right in the middle of the mess was a morning glory,
Neither blue, nor purple was she, but somewhere in between
As if to challenge the casual viewer, “I am blue, I am lilac,
I am neither hue, I am not lilac, nor am I blue. I will capture
The artist’s eye if he or she be willing to try.”
Are we ever willing to deny that which is captured
By our eye?

— Herzele 
10/23/2021
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Around & About the Avenues
Hyde Park Holiday Art Fair. On December 11th, from 11 
to 5, the very first annual Hyde Park Holiday Art Fair will 
take place at the Fresh Plus parking lot. Organized by Leila 
Levinson and Mary Trahanovsky of Hancock Neighborhood, 
the fair will feature 35 artists from Hancock and Hyde Park as 
well as other areas of town. Mosaics, ceramics, jewelry, paint-
ings, woodwork, and textiles are some of the art that will be 
for sale. Come join your community for some fun shopping 
local and supporting art! We are very grateful to Fresh Plus 
for making this possible. – Leila Levinson

Trump
Austin Audit Podcast. Late last year, Austin’s Auditor 
launched a podcast, Audit ATX, which gives Austinites an 
overview of what the Auditor’s office has reviewed and what 
it found. Sometimes these 10 to 15 minute interviews cover 
matters that have been the subject of press coverage and other 
times they cover lower profile matters. I have to listen careful-
ly but I find it a useful resource. The Auditor’s office provides 
a link to the Audit ATX podcast as well as to its recent recom-
mendations and investigative reports: https://austintexas.gov/
page/audit-reports.  – Lisa Harris

can
Hyde Parker Wins National Honor for Voter Registration 
and Education on College Campuses. Bruce Elfant, Hyde 
Park resident and Travis County tax assessor-collector and voter 
registrar, was named a 2021 Standout Local Election Official 
by ALL IN Campus Democracy Challenge, an organization 
of 496 institutions of higher learning representing 4.3 million 
students nationwide, for his efforts to register, educate, and cre-
ate civic participation among students on college campuses for 
the 2020 Presidential Election. The Travis County news release 
stated, “Elfant … is popular with students for his outreach on 
campus, advocacy for online voter registration and speaking 
up against legislative changes that make voter registration and 
voting more difficult in Texas.” This was the first standout local 
official honor awarded by ALL IN.

suk it
Hyde Park Featured on Visit Austin. On October 18, 
Visit Austin, a website produced by the Austin Convention 
& Visitors Bureau, published the article “Guide to Austin’s 
Hyde Park Neighborhood.” Written by guest blogger Alyssa 
Jarae, the article provided a brief synopsis of Hyde Park his-
tory, restaurants, and historic attractions; and it includes a 
reference to the Hyde Park Homes Tour. The article states, 
“Today, Hyde Park is considered part of Central Austin, but 
its residents continue to take pride in their neighborhood’s 
unique identity.” To see the article, see https://www.austintex-
as.org/austin-insider-blog/post/hyde-park/.

http://www.biggsplumbing.com
https://austintexas.gov/page/audit-reports
https://austintexas.gov/page/audit-reports
https://www.austintexas.org/austin-insider-blog/post/hyde-park/
https://www.austintexas.org/austin-insider-blog/post/hyde-park/
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PLEASE REMEMBER –  
WHEN IN DOUBT, THROW IT OUT!

Recycling contamination is a huge prob-
lem.  If you are unsure about whether an 
item can be recycled, even after exploring 
all reuse and recycling options, put the item 
in the trash can rather than the blue bin to 
avoid any possibility of contaminating mate-
rials to be recycled.

Remember the City of Austin recycling website: 
http://www.austintexas.gov/what-do-i-do.

Stay tuned for future tips for creative ways to 
recycle or reuse. If you have any questions or recy-
cling ideas, please send them to  
recycling@hpwbana.org.

Holidy Time — A Bounty of  
So Much Stuff!

Pecan Press is online at
www.austinhydepark.org

Life during the holidays is filled with abun-
dance.  It is a time of getting together with family 
and friends to celebrate the season with lots of food, 
gifts, and general merrymaking.   All of this celebrat-
ing generates STUFF. I would never suggest we give 
up the wonderful things the holidays bring but, in 
this month’s Lettuce Recycle, I want to help you deal 
with some of the fallout from this glorious bounty. In 
several months, this bounty becomes the focus of our 
de-cluttering mission for spring cleaning.
How to Recycle Some of This Abundance
• Batteries – Household batteries, including re-

chargeable, can be recycled at most Austin public 
libraries. 

• Gift Bags – Gift bags cannot go into the blue recy-
cling cart.  They can be reused or thrown into the 
trash cart. 

• Gift Wrap Paper – Wrapping paper (not paper with 
glitter or made of foil) is recyclable and can be 
placed directly into the blue curbside cart.  This can 
include even paper with tape still on it. 

• Holiday Cards – Plain cards can go into the blue re-
cycling cart. Cards with glitter or other adornments 
go into the trash cart. Photo cards cannot be recy-
cled.  They must go into the trash cart.

• Holiday Party Waste – With curbside composting, 
we can now put our party-generated paper plates, 
napkins, and food product into the green (com-
post) bin.

• Household Clutter - Holiday time is a great time 
to get rid of old stuff to make room for new items 
coming in.  There are many wonderful organiza-
tions in Austin that will happily accept these items. 
Use this link to the Austin Reuse directory to help 
find a home for your used items: https://austineco-
network.com/austin-reuse-directory/. Another location 
to get rid of this clutter is the Buy Nothing Project. 
For more information on the project, go to https://
buynothingproject.org/. 

• Styrofoam Peanuts and Bubble Wrap – Styrofoam 
peanuts and bubble wrap that are clean and in 
good condition will be accepted at most mail box 
stores. Bubble wrap can also go into the plastic bag 
collection bins at most grocery stores. Only chunks 
of styrofoam are accepted at the Recycle & Reuse 
Drop-Off Center. The recycling center no longer ac-
cepts styrofoam peanuts. 

Extra Recycling and Trash
• Cardboard Boxes that Will Not Fit into the Blue 

Cart – Flatten the boxes and set them next to your 
blue bin on collection day.  They will be picked up 
that day by either the recycling truck or another 
city truck.

• Trash Overflow – Extra bags of trash that do not 
fit into your trash cart with the lid closed must be 
placed next to the trash cart and tagged with an Ex-
tra Trash sticker.  These stickers can be purchased at 
most local grocery stores for $5.00 + tax.  Extra bags 
without a sticker will be charged $10.20 + tax per 
bag by the city. 

HAPPY HOLIDAYS & HAPPY RECYCLING

http://www.austinhydepark.org
http://www.austinhydepark.org
https://austineconetwork.com/austin-reuse-directory/
https://austineconetwork.com/austin-reuse-directory/
https://buynothingproject.org/
https://buynothingproject.org/
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Word Find Answers from page 5
1)THE SEARCHERS; 2)HIGH WATER; 
3)PICTURE SHOW; 4)BOYHOOD; 
5)BERNIE; 6)FRIDAY NIGHT; 7)
COUNTRY; 8)PARIS, TEXAS; 9)
URBAN COWBOY; 10)GIANT; 11)
BONNIE CLYDE; 12)CHAINSAW; 13)
NORTH FORTY; 14)CONFUSED; 15)
WILSONS; 16)BUYERS CLUB; 17)
LONE STAR; 18)BREWSTER; 19)
SUGARLAND; 20)RUSHMORE

Answers: 1)THE SEARCHERS; 2)HIGH WATER; 3)PICTURE SHOW; 

4)BOYHOOD; 5)BERNIE; 6)FRIDAY NIGHT; 7)COUNTRY; 8)PARIS, 

TEXAS; 9)URBAN COWBOY; 10)GIANT; 11)BONNIE CLYDE; 

12)CHAINSAW; 13)NORTH FORTY; 14)CONFUSED; 15)WILSONS; 

16)BUYERS CLUB; 17)LONE STAR; 18)BREWSTER; 

19)SUGARLAND; 20)RUSHMORE

Nov 2021

Kirby Hall School

For more information, email admissions@kirbyhall.org

PLEASE JOIN US AT OUR OPEN HOUSE

Private College-Preparatory School in Austin

Pre-K4 to 12th Grade

Saturday, February 8, 2020     10 a.m. to 12 p.m.

306 West 29th Street    Austin, Texas 78705     512.474.1770

kirbyhallschool.org

Saturday, February 15, 2022, 10 a.m. to 12 p.m.

Its outstanding feature was the trio of stained glass windows behind the altar. In 1968, the Austin Ameri-
can-Statesman wrote that Trinity had “the informal, friendly atmosphere of a country church in the city. It is 
known as ‘a friendly church in the heart of Ridgetop.’”

Between 1955 and 2010, Trinity Methodist Church remained ensconced in its location at 50th Street and Ev-
ans Avenue, but by 2010 the congregation had grown and needed more space. At the same time, changes were 
happening to two other Austin institutions, Hyde Park Methodist Church and Griffin School. Long-established 
Hyde Park Methodist Church on Speedway had slowly declined and could no longer maintain its building. 
On the other hand, Griffin School, a college preparatory high school devoted to the arts and founded in 1996 

Exploring Hyde Park... 
       …cont’d from page 1

Trinity Methodist Church, 1953

by a group of people including current director Adam 
Wilson, was thriving and needed a new home. When 
Hyde Park Methodist Church vacated its location on 
Speedway, Trinity Methodist Church moved in. And 
when Trinity Methodist Church vacated its location at 
50th Street and Evans Avenue, Griffin School moved 
in. 

Today both Trinity Methodist Church and Grif-
fin School are supportive and appreciated members of 
the Hyde Park community.

http://kirbyhallschool.org
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Local Hyde Park carpentry shop crafting 
modern interpretations of mid-century designs

With a 20-year history in Hyde Park, our artisan woodworks can be 
found throughout the neighborhood’s finest homes. Primary focus 
is bespoke hardwood doors, cabinetry, tables, & wall installations. 

Custom home building and remodels also available in Hyde 
Park and North Loop with all fabrication performed 

in-house to an extraordinary level of detail. 

For residential and commercial services, please inquire by email at 
info@craftsmancollective.net or Instagram    AustinCraftsmanCollective



HYDE PARK, HANCOCK & NORTH UNIVERSITY HYDE PARK, HANCOCK & NORTH UNIVERSITY HYDE PARK, HANCOCK & NORTH UNIVERSITY    

203306 HARRIS PARK AVE, APT C 

Charming 1930s garage apartment in Hancock Neighborhood. 
1 BR, 1 BA, central A/C & heat, wood floors, stacking W/D.  
Walking distance to U.T.  Available now. $1,400/month. 

 

      
   

Hyde Park, Hancock and North University neighborhood homes are in 
strong demand! Properties are selling quickly and at record high prices.  
Call Suzanne, your neighborhood expert, today for a complimentary 
market analysis and customized marketing plan for your property.  
Check out new listings for sale on Instagram @hydeparkrealtor . 

204807 ROWENA AVENUE 

Hyde Park lease available now! 3BR, 2BA, private fenced 
yard, small pets okay. 2-car carport with laundry room and 
bike storage closet. Landlord maintains yard. $2,100/month. 

 

20105 WEST 33RD STREET 

The Parlin House, a City of Austin Historic Landmark property 
built in 1922. 3,260 SF with 4 BR, 3 LIV, 2 DIN, oversized 
yard with pool & spa, patio, courtyard.  List price: $2,450,000 

 

 

       
FOR LEASE 

 

JUST  LISTED 

      
FOR SALE 

 

      
 FOR LEASE 

429 TOWNE PARK TRAIL 

Recent updates– granite countertops in kitchen & baths, new 
appliances, carpet & interior paint. One-story townhome, 2 
BR, 2 BA, 2-car garage. Community pool. List price: $699,000 

http://instragram.com/hydeparkrealtor

