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When:  7:00 pm  
  Monday, March 2, 2020 
Where:  Griffin School 
  5001 Evans Avenue
Note:  HPNA meetings usually take place on 
the first Monday of each month..

 Welcome
 Presentation and Q&A on the Fire 

Station Renovation, by a Fire Station 
Representative

 Land Development Code Update
 Announcements 

Dorothy Richter  
(1921-2020)

Dorothy Richter, fondly known as the Mayor of 
Hyde Park, died on 

January 30, 2020 at the 
age of 98. Quick-wit-
ted, resourceful, and 
congenitally unafraid 
of authority, she was a 
friend and mentor to 
many Hyde Parkers. Her 
wealth of knowledge, 
snappy retorts, and plain 
common sense will be 
deeply missed. 

A longtime environmental and neighborhood ac-
tivist, Dorothy was instrumental in saving many of 
the historic buildings that have come to define the 
area today, including the Shipe House, Fire Station #9, 
the Woodburn House, and many others in and around 
Hyde Park. Tipped off about an impending demoli-
tion of the Barker House on Duval, she used her car 
and bike to block demo crews until she wrangled a re-
straining order from a judge on a Saturday.

Dorothy was smart and persistent, with a natural 
gift for public relations. In the 1970s, when the city an-
nounced plans to close Fire Station #9, she organized 
a children’s march with banners and bicycles, and 
invited the local press and TV stations to cover the 
event. Her media-savvy tactics quickly paid off. Af-
ter a rousing City Council meeting in which Dorothy 
testified wearing a borrowed firefighter’s hat, the city 
agreed to keep the firehouse open, a victory residents 
still celebrate at the annual Fire Station Festival and 

Merle Franke  
(1924-2020)

Pastor Merle George Franke, our beloved and long-
time Hyde Park neighbor, 

died and entered the ful-
fillment of his baptism on 
Tuesday, January 28, 2020. 
Merle was born in Arthur, 
North Dakota on October 
6, 1924 to Max and Louise 
Franke. The middle of sev-
en siblings, he grew up on a 
rustic farm until age 11. Mer-
le graduated from Carthage 
College in Carthage, Illinois, 
graduated from Northwestern Seminary in Minne-
apolis, Minnesota, and was ordained into the United 
Lutheran Church of America (now the Evangelical 
Lutheran Church in America) in 1948. While in sem-
inary, Merle directed the choir at Holy Communion 
Lutheran Church, where he met Virginia (Ginna) Mol-
lan. The two were wed on May 18, 1947. They had 
five children and were married for 72 years.

After living in many parts of the United States, 
Merle and Ginna and their children moved to Aus-
tin in 1964 and lived at 4102 Avenue D for nearly 50 
years. Merle served as pastor of First English Luther-
an Church for twenty years. He was associate pastor 
at Shepherd of the Hills Lutheran Church in Austin 
and interim pastor at many area churches during re-
tirement. Merle served on the Synod Council of the 
Lutheran Church in America, which met several times 
a year in New York City. An excellent singer, Merle 
sang at a piano bar in New York City, where he was 

Continued on page 18Both photos by Lizzie Chen
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From the Desk of the Co-Presidents

Pecan Press
The Pecan Press is published monthly by the  

Hyde Park Neighborhood Association in Austin, Texas.
Advertusing deadline: 15th of the month preceding publication. 

Editorial deadline: 10th of the month preceding publication.
Editor 

Lorre Weidlich  lweidlich@mail2sevenseas.com
Poetry Editor 

Charlotte Herzele  herzele@gmail.com
Photo Editor 
Lizzie Chen

Puzzle Editor 
Steve Bratteng
Kid’s Corner 

Vacant
Production Manager & Advertising Director 

Robert M. Farr, 731-0617,  rudeboy.robbo@gmail.com 
Payments for Ads  

HPNA, P.O. Box 49427, Austin, TX 78765
Distribution Coordinator 

Rimas Remeza, 4105 Ave. F, 371-3158, rimasx@yahoo.com
Area Coordinators

N of 45th/W of Duval  
 • Rosa Maria Lopez Reed  ..........   elsalvadorchrist@yahoo.com
N of 45th/E of Duval  
 • Jay Gerard & Carrie Laughlin  ..................................... 371-1546
S of 45th/W of Speedway  
 • Betsy Clubine......................................betsyclubine@gmail.com
S of 45th/E of Speedway  
 • Martha Campbell ........................................................... 452-2815

Hyde Park 
Neighborhood 

Association
P. O. Box 49427 • Austin, TX 78765

www.austinhydepark.org
— HPNA Officers & Steering Committee —

Co-Presidents 
• Betsy Clubine.......................................betsyclubine@gmail.com 
• Sarah Cook .................................................cooksicle@gmail.com
Co-Vice Presidents 
• Paula Rhodes         • Paul Smith
Co-Secretary • Susan Marshall............................pro47f@att.com
Acting Co-Secretary  
• Bonnie Neel ..............Bonnie.Neel@straighttalkmortgage.com
Co-Treasurers • PO Box 49427, Austin, TX 78765 
• Susanna Walker ................................ suzwalkercpa@gmail.com 
• Lorre Weidlich .................................. lweidlich@grandecom.net
Additional Steering Committee Members:  
• Joan Burnham• Margo Carrico• Sumit Guha• Kathy Jackson • 
Ben Reid• Dorothy Richter• Phil Seibert 

— HPNA Committees & Task Forces —
Austin Independent School District •vacant
Alley Coordinator • vacant
ASH (joint HPNA-CT committee) • John Williams, 
jawilli@grandecom.net
Austin Neighborhoods Council Rep. • Lorre Weidlich, 
lweidlich@grandecom.net
Church-Neighborhood Liaison • Kevin Heyburn, 
kmheyburn@gmail.com
Crime & Safety • Carol Welder, cjwelder@msn.com  
 • Kristen Remeza, kremeza@yahoo.com
Development Review • David Conner, daypaycon@yahoo.com
Finance • David Conner, daypaycon@yahoo.com
Flooding • Kevin Heyburn, kmheyburn@gmail.com
Graffiti Patrol • Lisa Harris, ljharrisus@yahoo.com
Historic Preservation • Joan Burnham, jgiburnham@gmail.com
Homes Tour • Kip Dollar, kipdollar@aol.com
 • Chad Crow, chad@secondlabelwine.com
Membership • Sharon Brown, donsharon4213@sbcglobal.net  
 • Karen Saadeh, kdmatthis@gmail.com
Outreach and Communications • vacant
Neighborhood Planning • Karen McGraw, mcgrawka@earthlink.net
Nominating • John Williams, jawilli@grandecom.net
Parks & Public Space • Mark Fishman, mlfishman@gmail.com
Social Events Coordinator • Sarah Cook, cooksicle@gmail.com
Social Media Coordinator • Ellie Hanlon, ellie.hanlon@gmail.com
Tree Preservation • John Walewski, jwalewski@civil.tamu.edu
Website • Graham Kunze, grahamkunze@gmail.com

We are so excited for the renewal that spring brings. This year, that renewal will include 
the reopening of Shipe Park and the return of the annual Egg Scramble some weeks 

later. This year, the Egg Scramble will dovetail with Ney Day, making for a truly fun-filled 
day for families with children of all ages. We share a debt of gratitude for the neighbors who 
are making these things possible, both long-time advocates and new volunteers who are 
stepping up so ably to keep traditions alive.

Austin Police Department 
Hyde Park Liaison

Lawrence McIntosh III, #8416, Region 1 Patrol, B800S ............   
737-228-8350 (work) ........ lawrence.mcintosh2@austintexas.gov 
512-802-4922 (pager)
Natalia Lee, Auto Theft Division ....................................................  
512-974-1346 .......................................natalia.lee@austintexas.gov

For the latest news on these 
and other events, please come to 
our March meeting. In addition to 
updates, we’ll hear from the city 
of Austin on its plans to modern-
ize the Hyde Park Fire Station. 
As highlighted on our website, 
“Austin Fire Station #9, at 4301 

Speedway, officially opened on 
August 1, 1929. Its distinctive 
Tudor Revival architecture, ex-
emplified in the half-timbering of 
its gambrel roof, qualify it as an 
Austin Historic Landmark and a 
contributing structure in the Hyde 
Park Local Historic District.”

Our neighborhood’s con-
nection with Fire Station #9 is 
deep—and particularly poignant 
now, after the recent death of Dor-
othy Richter. Dorothy initiated the 
fight to save the fire station in the 
late 1960s and again in the mid-
1970s, and in so doing, launched 
our annual Fire Station Festival. 
You can read more about Dorothy, 
the Mayor of Hyde Park, in this 
issue.

After our guest speaker from 
the city at the March meeting, 
we’ll be talking about the land de-
velopment code. Join us for an 
update on petitions, the outcome 
of the second reading debate and 
vote, and other related issues. As 
always, you don’t have to be a 
member to attend. 

Here’s to wildflower season!

— Sarah Cook and Betsy Clubine 
Co-Presidents, HPNA
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Name_______________________________________________________________Phone_______________________________
Address_________________________________________________________________________________________________
           Notify me by email of HPNA meetings & events  __________________________________________________________

Dues per Person Standard - $5/yr.
Senior - $1/yr.

New Member
Renewing Member

Check
Cash

Date_______________
Amount____________

Mailing Address:
 HPNA Membership
 P.O. Box 49427
 Austin, Texas 78765
Make checks payable to HPNA.

Hyde Park Neighborhood Association Membership Form

Membership Information Submission Information
• Membership in HPNA is open to all residents 18 years or older residing 
within the boundaries of Hyde Park or within 300 feet of its boundaries.

• All memberships expire on September 30th of each year.

• New members and members who lapse in dues for over six months are 
eligible to vote at HPNA meetings 30 days after receipt of dues.

• Membership dues can be paid in several ways: By signing up at an HPNA 
meeting or event, by mailing in the membership form, or by joining online 
using PayPal. To pay online, go to www.austinhydepark.org and click on the 
Join Now button. Dues paid online are $6.

• Send your articles, letters, and photos by the 10th of 
each month to Lorre Weidlich at  
lweidlich@mail2sevenseas.com.

 Opinion articles & letters to the editor must not exceed 500 
words.

• Send your poems to Charlotte Herzele at herzele@gmail.com.

 All poems, even if written under a pen name, must include a 
name and contact information for identification and verification 
purposes.

Continued on page 14

HPNA Minutes: February 3, 2020

Co-Vice President Paul Smith called to order the monthly meeting of the Hyde Park 
Neighborhood Association at 7:02 pm on February 2, 2020 in the Griffin School at 5001 

Evans Avenue. As the first agenda item, Mr. Smith invited local political candidates to briefly 
speak to the members.

Erin Martinson spoke about her campaign for Tra-
vis County District Attorney; Laurie Eiserloh spoke 
about her campaign for the Travis County Attorney 
seat; and Julie Oliver asked for help in the March 2, 
2020 primary for her campaign for the 25th U.S. Con-
gressional Representative seat. 

Co-Vice President Paula Rhodes introduced the 
second agenda item on Google Fiber installation by 
welcoming Google Fiber Government and Commu-
nity Affairs Manager, Daniel Lucio, to address the 
members. 

Mr. Lucio said Google Fiber began its Austin in-
stallation plan in 2014 and the roll-out has been slow 
as the process involved learning lessons iteratively. 
Mr. Lucio said that Google Fiber has completed instal-
lation of most of its fiber backbone, which runs down 
Duval Street, adding that Google Fiber will begin con-
necting everywhere in the neighborhood within the 
next six months. The installation work will divide the 
neighborhood into quadrants, with the crews begin-
ning work at the northeast area of Airport Boulevard 
and working their way west and south. He said the 
current tentative plan for construction completion and 
service starts is June or July 2020. 

Responding to a question by Mr. Smith regarding 
installation methodology, Mr. Lucio said Google Fiber 
learned during its South Austin installation drive that 
the traditional method of boring, which is shooting 
conduit cable 8 to 10 feet below ground underneath 

utilities, is very disruptive, very slow, and very dif-
ficult in Austin’s limestone geology. He said Google 
Fiber changed its installation methodology to be al-
most 90 percent micro-trenching, which involves 
cutting 1- to 1.5-foot seams between the street and the 
curb and running line to houses only once the own-
er has requested connection. Mr. Lucio said that the 
crews respect the right of way to the curb access, add-
ing that there are crews on-site for immediate repair 
and coordination with homeowners regarding sprin-
kler lines and other issues. He added that this repair 
work is warranted for at least one year and some of 
the water leak situations can be reimbursed. 

Speaking on the Google Fiber service packag-
es, Mr. Lucio said they will offer broadband internet 
speeds of 1000 megabytes (aka 1 gigabyte) of data per 
second for $70.00 a month. No deposit is required; 
customers can cancel at any time; one access point 
per house is typical, with duplex or multiplex prop-
erties receiving their own connection design; and the 
company provides the router and modem with no 
additional fees. He said the original service offer of 
a large connection fee and then free service for sev-
en years is no longer available. Mr. Lucio said the 
houses on numbered streets in Hyde Park will be con-
nected according to their customized design plan, 
adding that commercial spaces are different and have 
a different installation plan. He urged neighborhood 

Continued on page 17

http://www.austinhydepark.org
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The Hyde Park 
Specialist
Sam Archer, Juice Real Estate Group

512.633.4650 | sam.archer@compass.com

Every house in Hyde Park has a story. I have lived and 

invested in Hyde Park for nearly 20 years. I love this 

neighborhood and that connection makes a difference. 

Whether you are buying or selling, I will help you with 

incomparable professional experience and personal 

commitment that goes beyond the transaction.

Hyde Park Area: 
Year in Review

Number of Homes Sold

Avg. Sales Price

Avg. Square Feet

Max Price Sold

Median Days on Market

27

$602,463

1,714 SF

$1,200,000

14 Days

25

$700,920

1,817 SF

$1,185,000

14 Days

18

$793,949

2,022 SF

$1,220,000

25 Days

2017 2018 2019 (YTD)

For more detailed market information about your home contact Sam Archer, Broker Associate.

Helping clients buy and sell in Austin with integrity and unparalleled representation.

hydeparkismyhome.com

All YTD data is pulled from Austin MLS for single family residences.

http://www.hydeparkismyhome.com
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Hyde Park Haunts
New World Deli

Greg Bontempo, the proprietor of the New World 
Deli, is a local small business owner who epitomizes 
the determination to resist urban blandness and cor-
porate takeovers to really keep an original, creative, 
neighborhood-mindful business going year after year. 
His friendly, warm demeanor coupled with his very 
high level of energy leads him to know customers re-
ally well. “I still have the first dollar I made at New 
World Deli, from my first customer, Jim, who became 
a regular here. I saw him for years.” He wistfully 
adds, “If you stand in one place long enough you can 
see the world passing you by.” People come by and 
see the New World Deli still here and much like they 
remember it. Greg has lots of stories about customers. 
He remembers Ford and Elizabeth, a couple of UT fra-
ternity-sorority sweethearts who fell in love, stayed in 
Austin, got married, and had four children – and were 
New World Deli regulars the entire time. 

Greg opened the New World Deli in the 1990s, 
when it was a lot easier to open a small business 
than it is now. The taxes on the building have gone 
up 300% since he started. The whole “Keep Austin 
Weird” vibe and live music really counted in the ‘80s 
and ‘90s. He was required to have 28 parking spaces 
when he opened, and that was about the most diffi-
cult thing about it. In this neighborhood, parking was 
the most valuable asset. 

Greg was inspired to start the New World Deli 
soon after his dad passed away. His dad was an old 
deli man from way back, in New Jersey. Greg loved 
the way his dad knew and talked to customers. He 
could talk to anybody. Greg wanted to keep that tra-
dition. 

Greg decided he would do something to honor his 
father. He and his wife started looking for deli loca-
tions in Austin. This place used to be Joel T’s, a coffee 
shop; Greg bought them out, took over the lease. It 
was half the present size. When the next-door busi-
ness space became open, Greg took the space over 
and tore out the dividing wall himself to enlarge the 
space. After he cut out the wall, he laid tile, pulled up 
the old carpet. He had no idea if they could handle 

extra rent. It was all word of mouth, no advertising. 
Greg was looking to build a small business that rep-
resented Austin, not fancy, chrome and glass. He 
opened the New World Deli (NWD) only four or five 
weeks after the coffee house closed. It was easy to do 
back then – all they needed was a health inspection. 
They got a lot of people the first day, and a lot more 
the second day. Greg assumed NWD would be a lazy 
venture and they would just break even. But custom-
ers came and stayed. It got busier and busier, he hit 
his financial break even the second day of business, 
and he ended the first month in the black. 

Greg and his wife pretty much raised their kids 
at NWD. To quote from their web page: “In the ear-
ly days you would often see little Abigail taking a nap 
on the bread shelf while Claire glided around visiting 
customers on her red scooter! Nowadays Claire is at-
tending the University of Texas and enjoys working at 
the counter during the summer months, Abby loves 
to help on the counter and little Emma can be seen 
bussing tables and running food.”

One day Jan Seides, a local musician, came in af-
ter her venue in South Austin shut down. She wanted 
to do an open mike night and would play just for 
the tips and the joy of performing for people. Most 
Austin musicians have day jobs. She performed, 
brought a crowd, all of a sudden they had Wednes-
day-through-Thursday live music. A quick look at 
the New World Deli calendar today – https://www.ne-
worldeli.com/music – shows there is live music there 
pretty much every night. They have tried all kinds of 
things – poetry, music, comedy – but high-quality mu-
sic has remained most popular.

Artists get a percentage of sales and tips; the key 
is usually if the local artist has a following. Greg does 
a lot of consulting with people wanting to start mu-
sic venues in Austin – and you have to watch the 
numbers closely, keep the performers who bring 
in customers, and limit the ones who don’t. Greg 
says you have to say “no” to lots of people. One of 
the biggest draws has been Alex Harvey, who did a 

I think it was the first couple of months we lived here. We were coming from dinner 
(probably Vino Vino) and were walking down the sidewalk on Guadalupe looking at the 

moonlit Hitchcock-esque outline of the old building at the state mental institution, when we 
noticed a small, unremarkable storefront on our left that had the sign “deli” and was hosting 
– a classical guitar concert. We stopped in. Amazing guitar players. Great cup of tea. Really 
nice crowd. It seemed a little “weird,” very much in a “Keep Austin Weird” kind of way.

Continued on page 9

http://https://www.neworldeli.com/music
http://https://www.neworldeli.com/music
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   March
 2 — HPNA Meeting
 3 — Primary Election
 5 — DRC Meeting
 5–6 — Amplify Austin
 9 — Steering Committee Meeting
 10 — Recycling Pickup
 21 — Memorial Service for Dorothy Richter
 24 — Recycling Pickup

Pecan Press Advertising Rates
(Effective September, 2015)

 Size (width X height) Price
Back Cover .......... (7.5” X 10”) ............. 400.00
Full Page .............. (7.5” X 10”) ............. 300.00
1/2 Page ............... (7.5” X 5”) .............. 190.00
1/4 Page .............. (3.63” X 5”) ............. 100.00
1/6 Page ........... (3.63” X 3.25”) ............. 80.00
1/9 Page ........... (3.63” X 2.25”) ............. 60.00
1/12 Page ......... (3.63” X 1.63”) ............. 50.00

Around & About the Avenues
Save the Date for the Egg Scramble. Twenty-two months 
in the making, Hyde Park’s Seventh Annual Egg Scramble 
is emerging from the Shipe Park construction ready for an-
other morning of Egg Day festivities. Mark your calendar 
for Saturday, April 11, 2020 from 10:30 am to 12:30 pm 
at Shipe Park. This HPNA event, graciously sponsored by 
Grande Communications, will have treats, crafts, and family 
fun in addition to the Egg Scramble. If your child is going 
to participate in the egg hunt festivities, please drop off one 
dozen plastic eggs filled with age-appropriate treats any time 
between Saturday, April 4 and Friday, April 10 in the bins 
marked by age group on the front porch at either 4203 Speed-
way or 4307 Avenue F. Interested in volunteering? Contact 
Madison Inselmann, the new Egg Scramble Chair, at mxinsel-
mann@gmail.com for more information.

Dump
Amplify Austin 2020 Calls Central Texans to Raise Money 
For Local Nonprofits. I Live Here I Give Here (ILHIGH) 
is proud to announce its eighth annual Amplify Austin Day, 
from 6:00 pm March 5 to 6:00 pm March 6. Over the past 
seven years, Amplify Austin Day has raised more than $57 
million for Central Texas charities. Amplify Austin is asking 
Austinites to donate to any of over 750 nonprofit organi-
zations. The hope is to raise $12 million in 24 hours. Go 
online and make a gift of any size at AmplifyATX.org. The site 
includes keyword and cause category search features to help 
people locate their favorite causes.  See “News from the Ney” 
in this issue.

orange
Hyde Park Moonlight Tower Undergoing Restoration. The 
moonlight tower in Hyde Park is the latest in the city of Aus-
tin to be removed 
for restoration. On 
January 25 and 26, 
it was decabled, 
dismantled in sec-
tions, dissembled 
on the ground, and 
hauled offsite for 
refurbishment. The 
tower steel will be 
sandblasted followed 
by a primer coat and 
a special epoxy final 
coating. Cables will 
be refurbished and 
new LED light bulbs 
will replace older 
warm-glow bulbs. 
Scheduled reinstal-
lation is between 
four and six months, 
pending unknown 

issues. The moonlight towers are typically refurbished every 
twenty to thirty years. The company performing the removal 
and refurbishment is Enertech, from New Braunfels. For a 
history of Hyde Park’s moonlight tower, see “Exploring Hyde 
Park: Austin’s Moonlight Towers” in the Pecan Press, Septem-
ber, 2015.

clown
Chronicle of KOOP History Includes Hyde Park Broad-
caster. In its January 22 article, “Forged by fights and fires, 
KOOP Radio at 25 is stronger than ever,” author Deborah 
Sengupta Stith chronicles the history of KOOP radio. For 
that history, she interviewed one of its founders, Hyde Parker 
Jim Ellinger. In 1984, Jim and a group of companions initi-
ated a quest for a co-op radio station. Eleven years later, after 
years of negotiating with UT over the frequency, it finally be-
gan broadcasting, and Jim’s voice was the first on the air. The 
troubles didn’t end with the UT settlement: there were years 
of infighting over the station’s direction, people left or were 
dismissed, and a lawsuit was filed. One result of the turmoil 
was Jim’s suspension; he believed its cause was his discussion 
of the lawsuit on the air. In his words, “I have been waiting 20 
years to be invited back.” To read the entire article, see https://
www.austin360.com/entertainment/20200122/forged-by-fights-
and-fires-koop-radio-at-25-is-stronger-than-ever.

Continued on page 9

Photo by Dave Bowen
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residency at NWD. He’s written songs for Billy Ray 
Cyrus, Tanya Tucker (remember “Delta Dawn?”), 
Lobo, Dusty Springfield, Kenny Rogers (he wrote 
three songs on The Gambler album). He’s played NWD 
often; watch their calendar for him. New World De-
li’s partnership with Austin Classical Guitar has also 
been fruitful and brought lots of great, serious music 
to the neighborhood. 

Greg has noticed a lot of changes in the Hyde 
Park neighborhood over the years. The stretch of Gua-
dalupe near the state hospital facilities was almost 
derelict when he opened; the neighborhood is more 
vibrant and gentrified now. The culture of Austin is 
what he wants to keep. Keep it weird. He wants to 
make it different than anyplace else. “Wherever you 
go, embrace the culture,” Greg told me, “or we won’t 
have culture.” 

— Troy Gilbert

About the author: I’m a temporary stay-at-home dad 
of twin 12-year-olds. I crash landed in Hyde Park after 
a quick move from California to help my aging in-laws. 
Amazed and intrigued by this funky neighborhood, I get to 
spend some time hanging out here. I’m constantly fascinat-
ed by the people, places, and stories that make this such a 
unique corner of such a unique city. 

New World Deli... 
     …cont’d from page 5

Following Hyde Park Candidates. Hyde Parkers Erin 
Martinson, running for Travis County District Attorney, 
and Laurie Eiserloh, running for County Attorney, were 
featured in the article “All Reformers Now” in the February 
7 issue of The Austin Chronicle. The author, Michael King, 
discussed the candidates in three county races, including 
District and County Attorney, with an emphasis on the de-
sire of candidates to reform aspects of the current judicial 
system. See https://www.austinchronicle.com/news/2020-02-07/
travis-county-primary-candidates-jockey-to-champion-crim-
inal-justice-change/. In addition, the same issue featured 
“Austin’s sexual assault controversies roil the D.A.’s race,” 
by Sarah Marloff, which included Erin Martinson’s obser-
vations about the failure of incumbent Margaret Moore 
to pursue sexual assault cases. Find this article at https://
www.austinchronicle.com/news/2020-02-07/austins-sexual-as-
sault-controversies-roil-the-district-attorneys-race/.

Around & About the Avenues 
…cont’d from page 7

Crossword Puzzle 
by der Brat

1 2 3 4 5 6

7 8

9 10 11

12 13 14 15

16 17 18

19 20

ACROSS

1. A little more.

4. Pretend to be.

7. Muscle make-up

8. What’s before Virgo.

9. Unicellular fungus.

11. Amounts per.

12. Slick fabric.

14. Hobo.

16. Taro stuff.

17. Whole number.

19 Race with teams.

20 Cyndi says it changes everything.

DOWN

1. E on the dash.

2. Asian way.

3. Warning.

4. C this for Ludwig’s 5th.

5. Well-regulated in the 2nd.

6. Hideous footwear?

10. One had a fabled message for a grasshopper.

12. Uber in German?

13. Making annoying sounds.

14. Sacred object.

15. A bash.

18. Juniper-flavored drink.

E X T R A M I M I C

M A L I I R

P R O T E I N L E O

T R O I C

Y E A S T R A T E S

N I

S A T I N T R A M P

U H O O A

P O I I N T E G E R

E L S E I Y

R E L A Y M O N E Y

ACROSS

1. extra  4. mimic  7. protein  8. leo  9. yeast  11. rates  

12. satin  14. tramp  16. poi  17. integer  19. relay  20. 

money 

DOWN

1. empty 2. tao  3. alert  4. minor  5. militia  6. crocs  10. 

anthill  12. super  13. noisy  14. totem  15. party  18. gin

Crossword Puzzle
by der Brat

Answers on page 15

ACROSS
1. A little more.
4. Pretend to be.
7. Muscle make-up
8. What’s before Virgo. 
9. Unicellular fungus.
11. Amounts per.
12. Slick fabric.
14. Hobo.
16. Taro stuff.
17. Whole number.
19 Race with teams.
20 Cyndi says it changes everything.

DOWN
1. E on the dash.
2. Asian way.
3. Warning.
4. C this for Ludwig’s 5th.
5. Well-regulated in the 2nd.
6. Hideous footwear?
10. One had a fabled message for a grasshopper.
12. Uber in German?
13. Making annoying sounds.
14. Sacred object.
15. A bash.
18. Juniper-flavored drink.

https://www.austinchronicle.com/news/2020-02-07/travis-county-primary-candidates-jockey-to-champion-criminal-justice-change/
https://www.austinchronicle.com/news/2020-02-07/travis-county-primary-candidates-jockey-to-champion-criminal-justice-change/
https://www.austinchronicle.com/news/2020-02-07/travis-county-primary-candidates-jockey-to-champion-criminal-justice-change/
https://www.austinchronicle.com/news/2020-02-07/austins-sexual-assault-controversies-roil-the-district-attorneys-race/
https://www.austinchronicle.com/news/2020-02-07/austins-sexual-assault-controversies-roil-the-district-attorneys-race/
https://www.austinchronicle.com/news/2020-02-07/austins-sexual-assault-controversies-roil-the-district-attorneys-race/
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http://villageatthetriangle.com
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1. Call to order. Chair Lorre Weidlich called the meet-
ing to order at 7:05 pm. A quorum was present. 

2. ASH Resolution. Contact Team members con-
sidered and unanimously approved the following 
resolution: “The Hyde Park Neighborhood Plan 
Contact Team supports the creation of transition-
al housing on the Austin State Hospital campus for 
persons with serious mental health issues who are 
also experiencing homelessness.” (Barbara Gibson, 
Motion; Nick Van Bavel, Second. Vote: 10-0-0).

3. Land Development Code Update. Betsy Clubine 
reported that signature collection is going well for 
the petition drive that might allow residents to have 
a voice in proposed changes for Hyde Park’s LHD 
and NCCDs. Contact Team members expressed will-
ingness to update both the Neighborhood Plan and 
the NCCDs, whether or not our petitions or the cur-
rent unrelated lawsuit succeed, and discussed ways 
in which the city’s desire for increased density could 
best be achieved. Emphasizing that a well-defined 
public process would be necessary for any proposed 
changes, members floated ideas for a number of pos-
sible changes including the following: increasing 
height and density near the intersection of Gua-
dalupe and 38th Street; allowing ADUs on all lots 
regardless of lot size as long as the structures con-
formed with other base zoning regulations, including 
impervious cover, height, and so forth; and allow-
ing up to three units per lot, again if all structures 
conformed with base zoning regulations. Members 
also suggested that some neighborhood churches 
might have properties ripe for repurposing as hous-
ing and discussed asking the city to acquire one of 
the large apartment complexes near Guadalupe to be 
refurbished for permanent deeply affordable hous-
ing (much of Hyde Park’s existing market-affordable 
housing is likely to be lost as a result of extensive up-
zoning proposed under the new code, and city staff 
has said they will not require on-site affordable units 
for projects that take advantage of proposed density 
bonuses in transition zones). Susan Moffat suggested 
putting an item on the next agenda urging the city to 
acquire an existing apartment complex for deeply af-
fordable housing. Members also discussed concerns 
about proposed parking reductions under the new 
code: if the code is adopted as currently drafted, no 
on-site parking will be required for properties within 
a quarter-mile of a transit corridor per City Council 
direction, which includes virtually all of both NC-
CDs. If Hyde Park’s petitions, the current lawsuit, or 
both succeed, the Contact Team will contact the city 
about how to proceed. 

4. Election of Officers. The Contact Team approved 
the following slate of officers for 2020-21: Barbara 
Gibson, Chair; Kevin Heyburn, Vice Chair; Susan 
Moffat, Secretary. (Karen McGraw, Motion; Kar-
en Saadeh, Second. Vote: 10-0-1.) Ms. Weidlich will 
transmit Contact Team documents and other rele-
vant information to Ms. Gibson. At the request of 
a member, Ms. Gibson provided some brief back-
ground about herself. She is an attorney who is 
board certified in residential real estate law with 
some litigation experience. She has lived in her cur-
rent Hyde Park house for nearly 30 years and her 
two grown sons and three grandchildren also live 
in the neighborhood. She cares deeply about Hyde 
Park, is a past Homes Tour chair, and has played an 
active role in Austin’s public schools. 

5. Adjourn. There being no further business, the 
Contact Team adjourned its meeting at 7:50 pm.

— Submitted by  
Susan Moffat, Secretary

Hyde Park Neighborhood Plan Contact  
Team Minutes: January 27, 2020 
4001 Speedway, Austin TX 78751

Hyde Park Poets

Pixilation
Sometimes my satellite television screen
Pixilates into an impressionistic painting
This tends to neutralize competitors
If I am watching sporting events
There is no way to predict when this might happen
Though it seems to occur along with weather events
It is hard to be annoyed
It is not like at the football games when
The chubby, chatty, perhaps slightly inebriated lady
Decides to pass in front of my seat
At the apex of a critical play
She may be impressionable but
She is not as engaging as the TV
Perhaps if she were to pixilate

— Herzele 
9/22/2018
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Hilarious Recycling!
Recycling can be confusing and frustrating but 

it can also be hilarious and give us all a good laugh. 
Some people have really used their imaginations to 
take recycling to a wonderful laugh-producing level. 

Shower head need replacing?

Need a new boat?

How about a circuit 
board toilet?

Gas can guitar? – 
Hope the music isn’t 
too hot!
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Over the past four years of writing “Lettuce Re-
cycle,” I have gotten some wonderful questions. I 
welcome these questions and always learn something 
new from each of them. Below is a cheat sheet for re-
cycling. It doesn’t address all recycling questions but 
it helps provide a basic understanding of what can 
and cannot go into the blue curbside bin. I hope this 
helps.

RECYCLING CHEAT SHEET FOR THE BLUE BIN
1. Nothing smaller than a credit card.
2. No mixed materials (no plastic soap pump 

with metal spring, no candy wrappers, no 
orange juice cartons, no paper coffee cups).

3. No contaminated paper products (no wet 
paper, even if dried out; no pizza boxes; no 
paper with food product).

4. Nothing that can wrap around sorting 
machinery or that poses a danger at the 
recycling facility (no plastic bags, wire coat 
hangers, rope, garden hoses, hypodermic 
needles, or aerosol cans with anything in them). 
Empty aerosol cans do go into the blue bin.

5. Lid rules: All glass jars need to have their lids 
removed. Keep all plastic lids on plastic bottles 
and containers. All separate lids smaller than 
a credit card go into the trash. All separate lids 
larger than a credit card go into the blue bin.

Neighbor Responses to “What’s In Your Trash Can”
I received some wonderful responses to my Janu-

ary article, “What’s in Your Trash Can.” Here they are:
1. Plastics without the numbered triangular sym-

bol need to go into the trash can. Austin accepts 
plastics numbered 1-7 in the blue curbside bin. Al-
though plastics numbered 1 and 2 are more readily 
recycled, our recycling facility (MRF) has a mill 
buyer for plastics 3 through 7.

2. One reader suggested the website https://www. sec-
ondstringsproject.org/ to recycle strings for guitars 
and other stringed instruments. As a remind-
er, these strings cannot go into the blue bin. They 
wrap around the sorting equipment at the recycling 
facility. 

3. Plastic utensils need to go into the trash can. Our 
local MRF used to take these, but they are too 
small to be properly sorted. Instead, you might 
use BPI-certified compostable cutlery that you can 
place into your green compost bin.

4. Instead of dryer sheets (which go into the trash 
can), use dryer balls that can be used over and over 
again.

5. Paper coffee cups are a huge recycling problem. 
Ask for a regular mug at your favorite coffee shop 
or, if you are on the go, use a reusable mug. Some 

Continued on page 15

http://www.papasanhomes.com
http://www.biggsplumbing.com
https://www. secondstringsproject.org/
https://www. secondstringsproject.org/
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Landscape 
services to keep 
your little slice 

of outdoor 
heaven colorful, 

healthy, and 
tidy. 

Custom steel planters also 
available upon request. 

Weekly and biweekly 
services available. 

Contact Dave at 512 203 2776 
or email 

dave@welikeplants.com to  
schedule a consultation 

today.

Kirby Hall School

Private College-Preparatory School in Austin

Pre-K4 to 12th Grade

306 West 29th Street    Austin, Texas 78705     512.474.1770

kirbyhallschool.org

-

512-220-0054 • mygrande.com/power  Like us on
Facebook

Follow us on
Twitter

for 12 months5999
ALL FOR ONLY

per month

Faster Internet...

UNBE L I E V AB L E  PR I C E

 Up to 50 Mbps download
 Up to 5 Mbps upload
 Cable modem rental included
 Antivirus included

•
•

Use all of your devices
online at once

•
•

HD included
 DVR service and

receiver included
•
•

Local broadcast channels 
 Pay-Per-View Access

Power 50 Internet Digital Basic TV

•
•
•

NO CONTRACT REQUIRED + 30-DAY RISK-FREE TRIAL

Offer expires 12-31-14. Services subject to availability, please contact Grande for details. Offers only apply to first-time residential customers. $59.99 Promotional Offer price is for 12 months and includes Power 50 Mbps 
Internet service with one cable modem rental and Digital Basic TV service with one HD/DVR receiver rental and service. Prices increase by $5 for months 13-24 and an additional $5 for months 25-36. Prices revert to then 
current applicable retail rate in month 37. If you change or disconnect any or all of the services at any time during the 36-month promotional period, the bundle pricing will no longer apply and Grande’s then standard 
monthly rates will apply to remaining service(s). Monthly offer rates subject to applicable surcharges, equipment taxes, franchise fees and other government imposed charges. Installation, taxes, fees, additional receivers, 
equipment, additional services or features not included. Bundle also available with a CableCARD however interactive features are not available. Actual Internet speeds may vary and are not guaranteed. A credit check and/or 
deposit may be required. Not valid with any other offer and may not be transferred or redeemed for cash. Other restrictions may apply. ®2014 Grande Communications Networks, LLC. All rights reserved.

http://www.welikeplants.com
http://kirbyhallschool.org
http://mygrande.ocm/power
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coffee shops give a small discount for bringing in 
your own mug. 

6. Partially filled aerosol cans are accepted at the Re-
cycle & Reuse Drop-Off Center and do not have to 
go into the trash can.

Austin Creative Reuse Center Is Moving 
On March 4, 2020, this wonderful non-profit will 

be moving to 2005 Wheless Lane, just north of the 
Mueller development. Fans of this popular reuse or-
ganization are thrilled to see it grow into more space 
for donations, shopping, volunteering, community 
activities, and educational programming. For more 
information, see https://www.austincreativereuse.org/.
Questions from Our Readers
Are photographs recyclable in the blue bins? 

Old photos are not recyclable because of the 
chemicals used in the photographic process. Newer 
digital photos are recyclable, much like magazines. To 
tell the difference, tear the photo. If it tears in layers, 
rather than cleanly ripping apart, you have an old-
school photo and need to put it into your trash can.

PLEASE REMEMBER –  
WHEN IN DOUBT, THROW IT OUT!

Remember the City of Austin recycling 
website: http://www.austintexas.gov/what-do-i-do.

Stay tuned for future tips for creative ways 
to recycle or reuse. If you have any questions 
or recycling ideas, please send them to  
recycling@hpwbana.org.

Lettuce Recycle ... 
     …cont’d from page 13

Never to Be Fried by Me
Someone “stole” my tomatoes,

No one asked me for permission to pick them

They were green, still, one just beginning to turn red,

I was so looking forward to my first tomatoes – 

I planted late, this year, but they were coming –

Several clusters of about four each, Texas reds,

It was not an animal – too clean,

Who would do that? Who would take green tomatoes

Without asking first – I would have shared but, green?

It is a mystery. I was shocked, at first – my “babies” 

gone,

All but one; then, I was mad, then sad, and now,

I am sad and disappointed, I feel a little violated,

What to do? Only thing I could, I just started walking,

I walked the green, shady streets of my neighborhood,

I felt the warmth, the remains of the high heat of the 

day,

Gone, now, just a slight breeze, people on bicycles,

People walking their dogs, light showers of Crepe 

Myrtle,

People driving by wave “Hello.” Worse things have 

happened

Of course, but it remains a mystery, I don’t know who or 

why

Green tomatoes – anyone who loves fried green tomatoes

Would have asked, I think, and now, a glass of 

Chardonnay,

While the pizza stone heats, worse things have 

happened,

I would not have put green tomatoes on my pizza, but

The little red ones, one day.

— Herzele 
07/13/2019

Hyde Park Poets

Pecan Press is online at
www.austinhydepark.org

Crossword Puzzle Answers  
from page 9

Crossword Puzzle 
by der Brat

1 2 3 4 5 6

7 8

9 10 11

12 13 14 15

16 17 18

19 20

ACROSS

1. A little more.

4. Pretend to be.

7. Muscle make-up

8. What’s before Virgo.

9. Unicellular fungus.

11. Amounts per.

12. Slick fabric.

14. Hobo.

16. Taro stuff.

17. Whole number.

19 Race with teams.

20 Cyndi says it changes everything.

DOWN

1. E on the dash.

2. Asian way.

3. Warning.

4. C this for Ludwig’s 5th.

5. Well-regulated in the 2nd.

6. Hideous footwear?

10. One had a fabled message for a grasshopper.

12. Uber in German?

13. Making annoying sounds.

14. Sacred object.

15. A bash.

18. Juniper-flavored drink.

E X T R A M I M I C

M A L I I R

P R O T E I N L E O

T R O I C

Y E A S T R A T E S

N I

S A T I N T R A M P

U H O O A

P O I I N T E G E R

E L S E I Y

R E L A Y M O N E Y

ACROSS

1. extra  4. mimic  7. protein  8. leo  9. yeast  11. rates  

12. satin  14. tramp  16. poi  17. integer  19. relay  20. 

money 

DOWN

1. empty 2. tao  3. alert  4. minor  5. militia  6. crocs  10. 

anthill  12. super  13. noisy  14. totem  15. party  18. gin

ACROSS
1. extra  4. mimic  7. protein  8. leo  9. yeast   
11. rates  12. satin  14. tramp  16. poi  17. integer   
19. relay  20. money 

DOWN
1. empty 2. tao  3. alert  4. minor  5. militia  
6. crocs  10. anthill  12. super  13. noisy  14. totem  
15. party  18. gin

https://www.austincreativereuse.org/
http://www.austintexas.gov/what-do-i-do
http://www.austinhydepark.org
http://www.austinhydepark.org
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Shipe Park Update

As spring approaches, how excited 
we are to be able to enjoy Shipe Park 

again! With the pool and Log Cabin projects 
completed, park users can move around a 
park free of construction fencing for the first 
time in two years!

But what about the big swings? The former swing 
area was converted to a mulched picnic area in order 
to promote the health of the heritage live oak. This 
will not only allow more water to reach the roots in 
future drought periods but will eliminate the need to 
trim the branches away from the swing set.

Friends of Shipe Park is working with PARD on 
the design of a new swing area and will update the 
community as it progresses. The new swings will 
require compliance with recent codes including pe-
rimeter fencing, specific landing material, clearances, 
and size. Stay tuned!

Additionally, we would like to thank PARD for 
graciously mulching the existing trees and replac-
ing our sprinkler system, which was damaged during 
the pool construction. This will help preserve our tree 
canopy for years into the future. Thank you!

Because of the renovated landscape work, the 
Friends did not sponsor an It’s My Park Day this 
spring for Shipe Park. We will resume our commit-
ment to that event next spring. If you want to help 
organize that or any other event at Shipe, like the up-
coming Pool Opening Party, contact Alison at  
alisonyoungdesign@yahoo.com. We need volunteers to 
help us make Shipe Park better every year!

— Alison Young

News from the Ney
Support the Ney Through Amplify Austin

Welcome to March at the Ney!

Please consider supporting the Friends 
of the Elisabet Ney Museum during the 

city-wide, 24-hours-of-giving event, Amplify 
Austin, which takes place on March 5 and 
6, 2020. The Ney is a city museum, but its 
funding, especially for programming, is 
limited. Every penny of your donations goes 
to the programming that is not covered by 
city-funded operations. And all of the Ney’s 
programming, including admissions, is free. 
Everyone who attends Polkapocalypse, 
Portraiture in the Park, Drawing Salons, or 
Ney Day or simply visits the museum does it 
for free. And free is what Elisabet would have 
wanted – it’s the old-school Austin way, and 
we want to keep it that way. 

Our Amplify Austin fundraising goal for the 
Friends of the Elisabet Ney Museum this year is 
$7500, which you’ll agree is extremely modest. 
Please help us reach that goal to fund the museum’s 
programming by visiting www.amplifyatx.org/organi-
zations/elisabet-ney-museum. Also remember that the 
giving portal is still functional for a time after March 
6, so you can still donate even if you’ve missed that 
date.

If you need further inspiration, please come and 
enjoy the current exhibition, Rewylding, by Barbara 
Attwell, an Austin artist whose work explores the in-
ner and outer lives of ourselves and nature. Her work 
is made of a very special wool felt and will be dis-
played both indoors and outdoors.

Dates coming up include Ney Day on April 11 and 
Austin Historic House Day on April 18!

— Alison Young and Jack Nokes, 
The Friends of the Elisabet Ney Museum

Please remember:

WHEN IN DOUBT, THROW IT OUT! 

and

http://www.amplifyatx.org/organizations/elisabet-ney-museum
http://www.amplifyatx.org/organizations/elisabet-ney-museum
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members to report any mistakes to the Google Fi-
ber team, adding that the white spray on the asphalt 
is the first step of the installation process. Mr. Lucio 
said the City of Austin requires the company to set 
up No Parking signs at least 48 hours before any con-
struction begins on the roadway, apologizing to the 
community for any inconvenience. He added that the 
crews work on one side of the street at a time, work-
ing to move any vehicles parked on the route. He said 
if a vehicle owner cannot be contacted in a timely 
manner, the vehicle will be temporarily towed out of 
the way and then replaced in its original spot, usually 
within one hour. 

The main fiber cable lines are 1 to 2 feet flush with 
ground bolts and only run along one corridor – Du-
val Street in this neighborhood – along a set of 1000 to 
2000 houses, Mr. Lucio said, adding that this ground 
bolt is the spine and nerve center of the connection 
design, with lines spreading out into the rest of the 
community. He said the company can and will work 
with anyone in Hyde Park who does not want the 
fiber in their home or property. He said the fiber op-
tic cable comes into a home via a fiber box and fiber 
jack that connects to the provided router and modem, 
adding that it does not utilize any existing coaxial ca-
ble already installed in any property. However, he 
said that the company can use coaxial cable for its 
television streaming services, as it has done in south 
Austin, but added that it is not its preference; fiber ca-
ble works best with a fiber network box. Mr. Lucio 
said each home has a dedicated line running directly 
into the house – nothing is shared with any neighbor 
– which makes the connection more secure. 

Responding to member questions, Mr. Lucio did 
not have any information on whether the company 
was responsible for painting any fire hydrants blue 
but did say that the company used contracted ven-
dors like Corbel Communications to fly drones and 
map the neighborhoods prior to installation designs. 
Mr. Lucio said the blue hydrants might be related 
to the drones, but he needed to confirm that infor-
mation elsewhere. When asked about internet cable 
versus television cable, he said Google Fiber will be 
announcing a single internet-only offering in Feb-
ruary 2020, eliminating their phone and television 
plans, as Google TV and Fubu TV streaming apps are 
complimentary services for standard cable offerings. 
When asked about data privacy, Mr. Lucio said that 
Google, and its parent company Alphabet, take pri-
vacy extremely seriously and Google Fiber does not 
share user data across Google business lines, like Goo-
gle Ads. Your Google Fiber data stays with you and 
the fiber company, he said, explaining that Google 
Ads usually collects data from your ads, cookies, and 
browser-tracking software, not by interacting with the 

hardware or different devices communicating with 
each other. Mr. Lucio said the company is prohibited 
by law from removing the easement flags around the 
construction sites, adding that homeowners might be 
allowed to perform that action within a couple days 
after installation is complete. Any additional ques-
tions can be directed to daniellucio@google.com.

Co-President Betsey Clubine gave a quick up-
date from the Friends of Shipe Park meeting she and 
co-President Sarah Cooke recently attended. The Log 
Cabin is on track to be completed the week of Febru-
ary 17, 2020, she said, adding that some equipment 
and benches might be temporarily installed for the 
pool party and replaced with better quality materials 
in the future. The swing set and playscape are part of 
Phase 2 of the project and need more time for imple-
mentation, she said. 

Announcements included the introduction of a 
new Egg Scramble coordinator, with the event sched-
uled for April 11, 2020. Ms. Cooke reminded members 
about the February 16 Austin Marathon, noting that 
the route has changed and the new map is available 
in the February edition of the Pecan Press. Ms. Clubine 
adjourned the meeting at 7:38 pm. 

— Bonnie Neel 
HPNA Co-Secretary

February Meeting Minutes... 
     …cont’d from page 4
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Parade. 
An avid environmentalist, Dorothy swam laps at 

Barton Springs Pool nearly every day well into her 
90s. Once, arriving to find the pool closed, she decid-
ed to scale the fence instead, only to be chased down 
by park police. When the officers asked for her driv-
er’s license, they were astonished to see their culprit’s 
age – and let her off with a wink and a warning. 

Born Dorothy Jean Sample in Stockdale, Texas, 
Dorothy was a striking young co-ed when she met 
her husband, Walter Richter, at what is now Texas 
State University, where he was then employed as di-
rector of the journalism department. With Dorothy’s 
support, Walter later served as a state senator and in 
various distinguished appointments under Presidents 
Lyndon Johnson and Jimmy Carter. A true team in life 
and in progressive causes, they were married for six-
ty-two years before Walter’s passing in 2003. 

Like her husband, Dorothy’s activism spread well 
beyond Hyde Park. A vehement anti-smoker, she led 
early efforts to curb smoking in public places in Aus-
tin and across the state. Angered by a local radio 
station’s pattern of racist comments and attacks on 
gay and environmental leaders, she filed a federal pe-
tition against their license renewal in the 1990s. Until 
very recently, she was still campaigning at the Texas 
Legislature to repeal daylight savings time, citing its 
well-documented adverse health effects, and just days 
before her death, she insisted on signing Hyde Park’s 
petitions opposing the city’s Land Development Code 
rewrite. A respected activist to the end, Dorothy was 
recognized for her many achievements when the Aus-
tin City Council proclaimed “Dorothy Richter Day” in 
2017. 

Dorothy is survived by her daughter Robyn and 
son Gary. A memorial service is planned for Saturday, 
March 21, 1 pm, at Trinity United Methodist Church, 
4000 Speedway, with Sid Hall officiating. After the 
service there will be a reception with an open mic 
where everyone will be invited to share their Doro-
thy stories. It would be meaningful to the family if 
folks with stories would write them down to save and 
share in the future. 

Donations in Dorothy’s memory may be made to 
her endowed scholarship at Texas State University. 
Make checks payable to TXST Development Foun-
dation with “Dorothy Jean Richter, 42 FCS Endowed 
Scholarship” on the notation line. Mail to Texas State 
University, Advancement Services, JCK-480, 601 Uni-
versity Drive, San Marcos, Texas 78666.

— Susan Moffat

Read an interview with Dorothy Richter in the “Ex-
ploring Lives” column of the Pecan Press, January 2015.

known as “Tex,” whenever he was in town. In addi-
tion to church choirs, Merle sang in several Austin 
area choral groups. He loved sports, playing handball 
at UT’s Gregory Gym for many years and pitching for 
city softball teams until he was 75. He was a fine ping-
pong player with a mean backspin. Merle authored a 
dozen books of poetic sermons and prayers and was 
an avid gardener at the Franke home on Avenue D. In 
1974 he helped found and served as the first President 
of the Hyde Park Neighborhood Association, which 
works to preserve the unique and historic character 
of the community. Merle’s generous spirit, infectious 
sense of humor, keen intellect, kind heart, and endur-
ing love of God and of people will be greatly missed. 

Merle is survived by his wife Virginia Mollan 
Franke, whom we all know as Ginna, as well as a sis-
ter, Myrna Turner; his children Jim (Stuart) Franke, 
Becky (Ray) Greathouse, Steve Franke, Gwen (Bruce) 
Flory, and Kris (Don) Hill; his grandchildren Matthew 
(Tina) Flory, Tyler Flory, Ashleigh (Brian) Abadie, 
Henry (Desitiny) Greathouse, Liselle (Chase) An-
dries, and Nick Franke; eight great-grandchildren 
(with another on the way); and numerous nieces and 
nephews.

Merle’s son, our neighbor Steve Franke, has lived 
at 4204 Avenue F for many years and has provided ex-
cellent home building services for many Hyde Park 
neighbors. 

Funeral services were held February 15 with the 
Reverend Michael Coffey presiding. Merle’s ashes 
were placed in the church columbarium. Memorials 
may be made to First English Lutheran Church or to 
Lutheran Disaster Relief.

— Karen McGraw

Read an interview with Merle Franke in the “Explor-
ing Lives” column of the Pecan Press, February 2014, and 
read an entertaining account of one of Merle’s actions with 
the HPNA in its early days in the article “George Boutwell 
Remembers Hyde Park” in the Pecan Press, May 2018.

Dorothy Richter... 
     …cont’d from page 1

Merle Franke... 
     …cont’d from page 1
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Wanna Be a Stone
Please allow me to introduce myself
I’m a man of wealth and fame
I’ve been around for a long, long year
Rode many a man’s soul to shame

And I was ‘round when Jesus Christ
Had his moment of doubt and pain
Made damn sure that crazy Pilate
Washed his hands and sealed his fate

I’m not as fit as Keith and Mick
But I’m famous just the same
And I would not try to sing 
I wouldn’t know how to sing along

Pleased to meet you
Hope you guess my name
But what’s puzzling you
Is the nature of my game

I hang around St. Petersburg
I think it’s a time for a change
Kissin’ up to Putin and his ministers
Democrats scream in vain

I wrote a tweet
About a general’s rank
When immigrants rage
Put them in a cage

Pleased to meet you
Hope you guess my name, oh yeah
Ah, what’s puzzling you
Is the nature of my game, oh yeah

Pleased to tweet you
I rise above the law
I watch with glee
While your protests fail

You’ll fight for ten more decades
Try to make me fall
I evade the law and build a wall
I laugh at one and all
And what’s troubling you. 
Is the way I make you feel,
What’s troubling you is
The nature of my deal!
But, what’s puzzling you
Is the nature of my game
Oh, yeah

— HERZEL 
4/24/2019

Hyde Park Poets



HYDE PARK & NORTH UNIVERSITY HOMES GALLERYHYDE PARK & NORTH UNIVERSITY HOMES GALLERYHYDE PARK & NORTH UNIVERSITY HOMES GALLERY   

509 EAST 38-1/2 TH ST. 
 

Located on quiet shady street near  
Hancock Golf Course. This 1939 
cottage is ready for restoration 
and/or addition. 2 BR, 1 BA, 2 LIV, 
formal dining, detached garage. 

Listed at $525,000 

4310 AVENUE G 
 

Ideal investment property in heart 
of Hyde Park. Vintage triplex on 
oversized lot just a half block from 
Shipe Park. 3/2, 2/2, 1/1 with total 
rental income of $5,550/mo.  

Listed at $975,000 

515 EAST 49TH ST. 
 

Beautiful Craftsman home custom 
built in 2000. Approx 3,700 SF with 
5 BR, 3.5 BA, 3 LIV plus 800 SF 1 
BR, 1BA garage apt. Pool, decks, 
porches.  

Listed at $1,395,000 

506 WEST 33RD ST. 
 

Hemphill Park Townhome. Spacious 
2-story brick traditional with 2 BR, 
2.5 BA, 3 LIV, private courtyard, 2-
car attached garage. Within walking 
distance to Central Market & UT. 

Listed at $685,000 
 

403 WEST 37TH ST. 
 

Classic 1930s bungalow on popular 
Christmas lights street. 2 BR, 1 BA, 
updated kitchen, formal dining plus 
breakfast nook. Beautiful long leaf 
pine floors throughout. 

Listed at $2,400/mo. 

608 EAST 48TH ST. 
 

Modern Craftsman Hyde Park home 
recently updated with open kitchen,  
spacious great room and master 
suite addition. 3 BR, 3 BA, 2 LIV, 
front and back covered porches.  

Listed at $749,000 

3306-B HARRIS PARK AVE. 
 

Available now! 2 BR, 1 BA unit in 
1930s brick duplex. Updated with 
new appliances, refinished floors, 
screened porch. Looks out on tree-
tops. Walking distance to U.T. 

Listed at 2,100/mo. 
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704 LANDON LN. 
 

Unique and whimsical 1936 Spanish 
Revival stucco cottage with sepa-
rate guest quarters. Main house has 
2 BR, 1 BA with updated kitchen.    
Incredible perennial gardens . 

Listed at $799,000 

Hyde Park & North University homes continue to be in high demand and are 
selling quickly! Call your neighborhood expert today for a complimentary  
market analysis and customized marketing plan for your property. 
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