
	 When:	 7:00 p.m.  	
	 	 Monday, August 4, 2008 
	 Where:	 Hyde Park United 	
	 	 Methodist Church	
	 	 4001 Speedway
	 Who:	 YOU and your neighbors
	 Note:	 HPNA general meetings usually 	
	take place on the first Monday of each month.
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	 All Pleasure, No Business - Let’s 
Socialize! 

See you there!

HPNA General Meeting  
Agenda for August 4th

The primary fact of Panama-
nian life is that the country began 
as a figment of Teddy Roosevelt’s 
imagination. T.R. was having trou-
ble convincing Colombia to let him 
build a canal across Panama, so he 
cooked up a “rebellion” in the isth-
mus to create a friendlier, more 
cooperative government. He suc-
ceeded, and until eight years ago, 
the central section of Panama – the 
old Canal Zone – was U.S. terri-
tory: home to American citizens 
who lived in American houses and 
spent American money in Ameri-
can stores.

Not surprisingly, this has left a 
mark on Panama’s culture. All of 
the countries we visited had super-
markets and shopping malls, all 
of which resembled markets and 
malls in the U.S. But only in Pana-
ma was the local grocery store, El 
Rey, laid out exactly like the Han-
cock HEB, circa 1995. Here you 
could get ten kinds of apples, all 
of them exported from the U.S., 
but almost no tropical fruit. The 
markets of Lima and Quito usual-
ly used 100% biodegradable bags; 

Rainforest Partnership: The View 
from Panama (and Hyde Park)

(This is the last of an ongoing series of reports by former HPNA Co-President Niyanta Spelman on her 
and her family’s eco-adventures in Central and South America. We are grateful for her reportage, and 
pleased that the Spelmans are now back home on Avenue F.)

The beginning of my trip, in Costa Rica, was a short step into another 
world. In Ecuador and then Peru, I went deeper into the rainfor-

est, but also deeper into a world view that is far from the one I live with. 
At the end of my journey, in Panama, I have come full circle, to a place 
where both the promise and the errors of North America and her culture 
are on full display.

the markets of Panama used U.S.-
made plastic bags, double-bagged, 
and filled them only half full.

On the other hand, Panama is 
a beautiful country. About the size 
of Maine, it is 400 miles long and 
only 40 to 110 miles wide, with the 
Atlantic Ocean to its north and the 
Pacific to its south.

Our base in Panama was Gam-
boa, a tiny hamlet thirty minutes 
north of the capital. Gamboa is 
right on the canal, in the midst of 
a lovely rainforest spared to feed 
the gargantuan fresh water needs 
of the canal’s locks. Crossing the 
continental divide as a matter of 
course takes a whole new meaning 
as we crossed the divide between 
the two great oceans every time we 
went five miles south!

And, then there was the oth-
er divide. About 3 million years 
ago the South and North Ameri-
can continents were joined by the 
rising of the isthmus that is to-
day Panama. This land mass has 
played a big role in our planetary 
climate, but it also resulted in great 

The Local Historic 
District Corner

(Writer’s note: This column will appear regularly 
while the Local Historic District project is 
underway. If you have any questions or concerns 
about local historic districts that you would 
like addressed, please get in touch: <lweidich@
mail2sevenseas.com> or 300-2228.)

Calling All Volunteers!

On August 25, the Design 
Guidelines Subcommittee will 

present its results to the Steering 
Committee and the Development 
Review Committee. Following 
that, in September, the suggested 
guidelines will be presented to the 
entire neighborhood. Read more 
details about that event in next 
month’s column.

Because things are heating up 
and will be proceeding at a more 
accelerated pace during the second 
half of this year, this seems like a 
good time to ask for volunteers:

•	 During late August and 
early September, people are need-
ed to distribute flyers door to door 
in the neighborhood and to con-
tact absent landlords to spread 
the word about the September Lo-
cal Historic District workshop. We 
are hoping for a large turnout, so 
we can educate as many people as 
possible and find out everyone’s 
concerns and reservations. 

Continued on page 6 Continued on page 3
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Hyde Park Neighborhood Association
P. O Box 49427 • Austin, TX 78765

http://www.austinhydepark.org

— HPNA Steering Committee—
President  
• Elaine Meenehan • elaine.meenehan@gmail.com............... 323-9772   
Vice President 
 • Jennifer Berbas • jennifer_berbas@yahoo.com..................................
Co-Secretaries • Pam Whittington • pam46@yahoo.com..... 452-9776
• Celeste Cromack • bccro@io.com
Co-Treasurers •  Lorre Weidlich, • lweidlich@mail2sevenseas.com   
I Jay Aarons • ijaarons@aol.com  •  PO Box 49427, Austin, TX 78765
Additional Steering Committee Members: • Wanda Penn • Rob 
Clinchard • Dorothy Richter • Alan Marburger • William Cook • Stan 
Kozinzky 

HPNA Committee/Task Forces (w/chairs)
AISD • Ann S. Graham, 3815 Ave H..............................................458-8096
Alley Coordinator • Carol Burton, skywash@austin.rr.com........................
Austin Neighborhoods Council Rep. • Lisa Harris, ljharrisus@yahoo.com	
Beautification • Larry Freilich, lmf@earthlink.net.......................................
Children’s Programs • ....................................... VOLUNTEER NEEDED
Church/Neighborhood Liaison • Niyata Spelman, 3802 Ave. F.	459-8349
Communications/Web • Robin Silberling, robin@wcook.org......452-1783
Crime and Safety Chairman • Carol J. Weider, 4101 Ave F........459-6205
Development Review • Stan Kozinsky, 4604 Ave. G....................451-4455
Finance • Nick Van Bavel, nvb123@yahoo.com..........................................
Graffiti Patrol • E. Meenehan, elaine.meenehan@gmail.com......323-9772 
Homes Tour • Lorre Weidlich, lweidlich@mail2sevenseas.com...300-2228
Membership • Jim & Eileen Genevro, jgenevro@earthlink.net....401-3803
Neighborhood Planning • Karen McGraw, 4315 Ave. C .............459-2261
Local Historic District • Sharon Majors, sharonmajors@grandecom.net...
Shipe Park • 	 Mark Fishman, m.fishman@yahoo.com................656-5505 
Sidewalks • Andrew Shea, shea.andrew@gmail.com...................................  
Social • Deaton Bednar, deatonbednar@grandecom.net...............................
Tree Preservation • JP Moore, johnpaulmoore@austin.rr.com ....789-7025
Triangle Development • Cathy Echols, 4002 Ave. C....................206-0729
Zoning • Dorothy Richter, 3901 Ave. G.........................................452-5117

Pecan Press
The Pecan Press is published monthly

by the Hyde Park Neighborhood Association in Austin, Texas.
Note: Each month’s ad and editorial deadline is 

the 15th of month preceding publication.

Editor
Grant Thomas 450-0464 <hgthomas@youthlaunch.org>

Associate Editor
Sarah Sitton 459-4530 207 E. 39th St.

Poetry Editor
Nancy Taylor Day 892-0127 <nancy@creativitymoms.com>  

4001 Duval (Salon) 78751

Crime & Safety Chairman 
Carol Welder <cjwelder@msn.com>

Production Manager/Advertising Director
Robert M. Farr 731-0617 <bobfarr@austin.rr.com>

Mail Ad Payments to:  
Lorre Weidlich. P.O. Box 49427, Austin, TX 78765

Mail Ad Artwork to:
Robert M. Farr <bobfarr@austin.rr.com>
7500 Chelmsford Dr. Austin,TX 78736

Distribution Coordinator
Rimas Remeza • 4105 Ave. F • 371-3158 

 <uimas.remeza@yahoo.com>

Area Coordinators
North of 45th/West of Duval • Pam Dozler......................... 458-8927
North of 45th/East of Duval • Jay Gerard & Carrie Laughlin 	371-1546
South of 45th/West of Speedway • Robert Morris & Kathryn Kotrla...	
	  .................................................................................. 371-7246
South of 45th/East of Speedway • Martha Campbell.......... 452-2815

Contributors
Glen Alyn, Candy Gray Becker, Cynthia Beeman, Laurence Becker, Deaton 
Bednar, Mary Collins Blackmon, George Bristol, Chris Brown, Sharon 
Brown, Lewis Brownlow, Kathryn Bryn, Mark Burkhardt, Amon Burton, 
Martha Campbell, Inga Marie Carmel, Josephine Casey, Nicole Caspers, 
Kitty Clark, Carol Cohen Burton, William Cook, Susan Crites Krumm, 
Celeste Cromack, Rob D’Amico, Herb Dickson, Avis Davis, Don Davis, 
Pam Dozler, Russell Duke, Cathy Echols, Carla Feldpausch Siegle, Merle 
Franke, Gregory Free, Larry Freilich, Eugene George, Mary Carolyn George, 
Larry Gilg, Susan Gilg, Ann S. Graham, Carolyn E. Grimes, Rachel Hector, 
Ben Heimsath, Albert Huffstickler, Liz Jones, Barbara Kelly, John Kerr, 
Susan Kerr, Bo Kersey, Susan Kirk, Mike Kintner, Dennis Lensing, Karen 
McGraw, Sharon Majors, Jason Mann, Libby Malone, Alan Marburger, 
Peter Maxson, Brook Meggs, Elaine Meenehan, Fred Meredith, Susan 
Moffat, John Paul Moore, Jack Nokes, Jill Nokes, Wanda Penn, Cecil 
Pennington, Peter Pfeiffer, Dorothy Richter, Walter Richter, Kristen De 
La Rosa, Steve Sadowsky, Mary Lou Serafine, Sheree Scarborough, Jaime 
Shimkus, Cathy Short, Sarah Sitton, Thad Sitton, Clay Smith, Niyianta 
Spelman, Jenna Stephens, Julie Strong, Kathleen Strong, Rollo Treadway, 
Lao Tzu, Jennifer Vickers, Katie Vignery, Sandra Villalaz-Dickson, Lorre 
Weidlich, Joe Wiseman.

From the President’s Desk:

—	 Elaine Meenehan	
HPNA President	
<elaine.meenehan@gmail.com>
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I’m pleased to report that 
the question about my succes-
sor as HPNA President may 
already be settled, as David Con-
ner has agreed to run for President 
this year. David moved to Hyde 
Park about three years ago, and 
since arriving he has been an ac-
tive member of the Development 
Review Committee, spending 
countless hours researching hous-
es in the neighborhood. He will be 
a valuable asset for the HPNA as 
we continue to prevent our historic 

HPNA Seeks New Slate of Officers

It’s that time again! In October, it will once again be time for some of us to pass along the HPNA leadership 
baton to other residents of the neighborhood. The HPNA is currently looking for a Co-treasurer, Secretary, 

and Vice President, as well as a few Steering Committee members.
homes from being torn down. 

As for the other officer po-
sitions: The Vice-President is 
instrumental in setting the agenda 
for monthly HPNA meetings. The 
Co-treasurer spends about three 
hours a month on HPNA-related 
business. This includes sending out 
the bills to the Pecan Press adver-
tisers and making deposits at the 
bank. The Secretary is responsible 
for attending the HPNA general 
meetings and writing the minutes 
in the Pecan Press each month. The 
Steering Committee members at-
tend monthly meetings and help 
act as the board for the neighbor-
hood association.

Any and all of these posi-
tions are a great opportunity for 
someone to get involved in the 
neighborhood and learn what is 

going on ‑ not to mention meet-
ing your neighbors, and helping 
to chart the future of one of the 
most effective and highly regard-
ed neighborhood associations in 
town.

Alan Marburger is heading up 
the Nominations Committee. If 
you’re interested in learning more 
about what is involved in these 
positions, please contact him at 
<alanmarburger@earthlink.net>.

Officer elections will be held at 
the October general meeting.
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Send in your articles, letters, and photos (but not your 
poetry*) by the 15th of each month to:

	 Editor, Pecan Press
	 4106 Avenue F
	 Austin, TX 78751
	 <hgthomas@youthlaunch.org>

*Send your poems to: 
	 Nancy Taylor Day
	 4001 Duval
	 Austin 78751
	 <nancy@creativitymoms.com>

We Welcome Your Submissions to Pecan Press

Note: The Pecan Press will not publish unsigned/unattributed poetry. All poems (even if written under a pen 
name) must carry a name and address or phone number for identification and verification purposes.

Please enclose a self-addressed, 
stamped envelope for return of your 
materials.

Health First Insurance Services
www.healthfirstinsuranceservices.com

Affordable Health Insurance:  
• Self-employed • Individuals & Families  
• Small Group • Medicare Supplement  
• Dental & Life 

Valerie Mitchell
Authorized Independent Agent

(512) 349-0990

biodiversity from the Great American Exchange facili-
tated by migrations of species in both directions.

I saw some of this biodiversity in the Darién, the 
easternmost province of Panama that borders Co-
lombia and is a UNESCO biosphere site. Darién’s 
population is about that of Round Rock, spread out 
over an area the size of Massachusetts. Darién is so 
wild and remote that it’s the only break in the Pan 
American Highway, which otherwise runs unbroken 
from the Arctic Ocean to Tierra del Fuego.

Our trip to a research station in Cerro Chucan-
ti – four hours by car, then another four on horseback 
up 4,000 feet – was quite an experience for this non-
rider. There was no more devastatingly disheartening 
experience for me in five months away than being 
on a horse all afternoon in a constant rain, with wa-
ter sloshing back and forth in my hiking boots (a first 
for me) and seeing acre after acre of primary forest re-
cently cleared for pasture. To make matters worse, no 
effort had been made to even salvage the wood be-
fore burning it. Each hectare (2 ½ acres) may contain 
up to 500 different species of trees (that’s right, not 
500 trees, but 500 species of trees). A single bush may 
have housed more species of ants than live in Great 
Britain. Now each hectare provides pasture for a sin-

gle cow. It was hard to make sense of this, especially 
since darkness came sooner than our destination.

And, then we got to our research station and in 
the morning awoke in the middle of a lovely for-
est, amid the competing calls of birds and monkeys. 
Accompanying a primatologist recording primate vo-
calizations, the producer and the cameraman of a 
nature show that appears bimonthly on Panamanian 
TV, and Guido Berguido, conservationist and owner 
of an ecotourism company, I found a mountain full of 
unusual insects and birds and mushrooms, pearly iri-
descent seeds even, every step up unfolding treasures 
unique to that altitude.

While walking up, I stumbled upon the most 
beautiful mushroom: it was teal blue! None of us had 
ever seen anything like it. We filmed it every which 
way, took notes, and then found more: powder blue 
mushrooms, of a different color and shape. And, a lit-
tle further up, we found pink and orange mushrooms 
and our status in Wonderland was confirmed. We 
were on the magical mountain of the blue mushroom.

In this magical place, saved almost single-hand-
edly by Guido and his efforts, there is much yet 
undiscovered and unnamed. But looking down from 

The View from Panama...­
­						      …cont’d from page 1

Continued on page 4
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Hyde Park Presbyterian Church
3913 Ave B • 459-7747

Annual Church-Wide Garage Sale
Saturday, Aug 23 • 8AM-3PM

www.hydeparkpresbyterianaustin.org

Sunday Worship service 10:30 AM

the mountain, seeing the edges of deforestation, the 
line drawn by Guido’s efforts, seeing the magical 
creatures of the forest, one has to have optimism that 
together we will learn to treasure and preserve the 
richness that lies in places like Cerro Chucanti.

Panama is, after all, much like the United States. 
Many Panamanians, like many of us, are sufficiently 
short-sighted and unimaginative to only pay atten-
tion to what is of immediate monetary value. In their 
place, many of us would likely burn down the trees, 
plant Johnson grass, move in a cow and make a little 
cash. But some, like Guido Berguido and many more 
like him that I met elsewhere in Latin America, take a 
longer view. They know that local farmers need to eat; 
they also recognize that the treasures of the rainfor-
est are potentially vast but largely unknown. They’re 
looking for ways to solve both the short-term and the 
long-term problems. And they know that taking the 
easy way out only leads to dead trees.

We are now back in Austin. Through my non-
profit, Rainforest Partnership, I’m maintaining the 
connections with the people and communities in the 
countries that I visited, and working with them to 
make it more valuable for them to keep the trees than 
to cut them down. I expect to be doing this for the rest 
of my life.

In the meantime, I’m grateful to my Hyde Park 
neighbors for letting me share my perspective of what 
we saw, experienced and lived these few months. Put-
ting it down on paper for you helped me understand 
the biggest lesson of my five-month journey: When 
we strip away the superficial details, Central Ameri-
cans, South Americans, North Americans are all very 
nearly the same. I can see us making the same mis-
takes that Latin American farmers have made; I can 
see us making the same farsighted choices in saving 
as much of what remains as they can. There’s nothing 
exotic about helping them get it right. It’s just another 
way to help ourselves.

— Niyanta Spelman

The View from Panama...­
­		 		    …cont’d from page 3

 

 


   



4520 Burnet Rd 

www.artpadstudio.com 
512.323.0802 
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gri�nschool.org
454-5797

Empowering
a community 
of  learners

through a focus 
on the arts

Enrolling
for 2008-9

***Distress Sales***
Bank Foreclosures  FREE list of Bank-

owned Properties, Motivated sellers

Receive a FREE LIST
www.HydeParkFixerUppers.Info

Joe Zakes

Residential Remodeling
From Additions to Repairs

apcaustin.com

LANIER PLUMBING
Don’t	fuss,	call	us!	

Complete Repair Service
• Hot Water Heaters
• New Installations
• Gas Inspections
• Remodels
• Slab Leaks

Family Owned and Serving Austin since 1931

2300 Pasadena Dr., Austin, Texas 78757

450-1673

Winner
2007

Best of
Austin

“Best 
eggrolls

and
hot&sour
soup in
Austin”

— Dale Rice



Page � — August, 2008 — Pecan Press

Hyde Park Handyman
Big or Small, We Do it All

PETE REED

20 Years Experience
Free Estimates
(512) 736-6539

 and

Jim-Dandy Service

763-1007

ALL TYPES OF REPAIR
Free Estimates Senior Citizen Discounts
DEPENDABLE • FAST • GUARANTEED

"More than just handy"

Jim Cardwell Master
Jim-Dandy, Inc. Handyman

NO JOB TOO SMALL!

Kitchen and Bath Upgrade!
Yard Projects Appliance Repair

Drain and Sewer Cleaning
Plumbing and Electrical

Remodeling Roof Repair
Power Washing Painting, etc.

•	 After the guidelines are revised in accordance 
with the feedback we receive during the September 
workshop, we need people to canvas the same group 
of people (all those who own property in Hyde Park) 
to obtain sign-offs on the finalized design guidelines. 

•	 We need an inventory team. Each structure in 
the neighborhood will require a survey form and a 
photograph. Ideally, one person (someone careful and 
detail-oriented) should be in charge of this task, with 
a team of workers. 

•	 We need researchers. A percentage of the con-
tributing structures in the neighborhood will need to 
be researched. We are fortunate here in Hyde Park, 
because so much research has already been done 
for historic landmark houses and homes tour book-
lets. However, we need a lead researcher to take the 
responsibility for compiling this information, evalu-
ating it, and seeing that any gaps are filled in, and a 
team of researchers to fill in those gaps.

Where do your talents lie? Do you have good peo-
ple skills and enjoy talking to your neighbors? You 
would be ideal for the property-owner canvas team. 
Do you enjoy investigating historical records? We 
need you for the research team. Do you enjoy walk-
ing your dog through the neighborhood? Combine 
your dog walk with an inventory of the houses on 
your block. Even if you only have an hour to spare to 
distribute flyers, we can use you. This is a big neigh-
borhood and a big project. Remember the old saying, 
“Many hands make the work light.”

To volunteer, contact me at <lweidlich@mail2sev-
enseas.com>.

—	 Lorre Weidlich

LHD Corner...­
­		 		    …cont’d from page 1
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Awake to the world of remodeling possibilities.
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EarthArt has moved from 
the little orange house at 7th

and Lamar to 211 North 
Loop, next to Epoch 

New Hours: 
Sunday 12-6 Mon-Sat 12-9 

The Beauty of Nature, The Artistry of Generations
Jewelry & Handicrafts from the Global Community 

Austin
211 North Loop(53rd) 
Tel: 512.693.9400 

Bryan
209 South Main Street 
Tel: 979.779.8208 

✒ Welcome to Earth Dept.: We are pleased to an-
nounce the arrival of Master Samuel Brendan Shea, 
who made his planetary debut on June 8th, 2008, 
weighing in at 8 lbs 14 oz., and measuring out at 
21.75”. Cosponsors of the debut are Andrew and Me-
lissa Shea of 4108 Avenue G, who passed along this 
photo of our new(est) neighbor, settling in with Big 
Sister Sadie. Congrats to the Shea family, and wel-
come aboard, Sam! 

Around & About the Avenues

PremierRP Realty
Your neighborhood REALTOR
Sales • Investments • Property Management

PremierRP RG
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W. 34th St.

Like Hyde Park,
we are one of a kind.

3401 Guadalupe St.
512.479.9922

www.PRaustin.com Call to
day fo
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Tai Chi
Hyde Park
Allandale
Far West
Enfield
S. Lamar
Will Cannon

AustinTaiChi.com 916-8919

ALL FAITHS WELCOME
18 months to 5 years  Week Days  7 am to 6 pm
Experienced Teachers  Large Shaded Playground

Katie Youngblood, Director  512-452-6063
stgeorgeschool@stgeorges-austin.org
4301 North IH 35, Austin, Texas 78722

SAINT GEORGE’S
EPISCOPAL DAY SCHOOL

W W W . S T G E O R G E S - A U S T I N . O R G

M E M O R I A L  S C H O O LSri Atmananda

oin us Thursdays
from 9 to 10 am, 
and hear all about

our unique approach
to learning. Coffees are
held in the former
Perry Mansion.

grades K-10, established in 1995 � 1 to 4, adult /child ratio

4100 Red River, Austin 78751 � 451-7044 � www.samschool.org

Thursday 
Coffees
J
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s ta te farm.com®

See me today and get the discounts
and service you deserve.

P057015 9/05

 State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company, State Farm Indemnity Company – Bloomington, IL

DISCOUNTS. 

+ =

Like a good neighbor, State Farm iS there.®

Steve Vinklarek, Agent
3700 N IH 35
Austin, TX 78705-1802
Bus: 512-452-0214
www.steveinsures.com

Come Back to School 
with Austin Partners in 
Education!
Austin Partners in Education programs have 

proven to increase academic achievement for par-
ticipating students!  Austin ISD needs you to share 
your time and talent by volunteering in a classroom 
for about 24 hours this year; just once a week for 50 
minutes.   In Partners in Education’s new study group 
model, five or more volunteers work together in each 
classroom, coaching 3-4 students each during the 
school day with the teacher present.  Join with your 
neighbors or colleagues or volunteer on your own 
and meet other dedicated volunteers.  Volunteer op-
portunities vary by subject, grade, and location.  With 
locations across the city, we have the perfect fit for 
your interests and schedule.

Study Group Programs:
•	Partners in Reading and Compañeros en Lectura 

(Grade 2)
•	Partners in Math (Grades 3-10)
•	Partners in Technology (Grades 6-8)
•	Partners in Literature (Grades 8-10)
•	College Readiness (Grades 11-12)

Other Programs:
•	Mentoring (All grades)

Mentors work one-on-one with students and fo-
cus on building a relationship to increase confidence 
and help students achieve their individual goals.
Time Commitment:  

50 minutes per week for semester or school year 
– about 24 sessions. Locations and times to fit your 
schedule. Please visit <www.austinpartners.org> or 
call 637-0900 for more information.

—	 Jessica J. Story	
College Readiness Program Manager, 
Austin Partners in Education	
701 Brazos, Suite 480	
(512) 637-0985	
<www.austinpartners.org> 



Pecan Press — August, 2008 — Page 11 

1000 E 41st St
Austin, TX 78751
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***If we can’t sell it... we will buy it!***

FREE Quick
OVER-THE-NET

Home Evaluation
www.HydeParkHomeValues.Info

Minutes of the July 2007 
HPNA General Meeting
President Elaine Meenehan called the Monday, July 

7, 2008 General Meeting of the Hyde Park Neigh-
borhood Association to order at 7 p.m. and introduced 
Kristen Turpin, MSW, Volunteer Services Coordinator 
of the Graffiti Abatement Program of the City of Aus-
tin. Kristen informed members about the program, 
noting that property owners are responsible for graf-
fiti on their property and for cleaning up the graffiti 
within 30 days. In order for this requirement to be en-
forced, the City must provide assistance to affected 
property owners.  She said that you should call 3-1-1 
if you see graffiti you want removed and that it is es-
pecially important to make a police report when you 
call. The Austin Police Department uses the reports to 
track the graffiti and to prosecute the taggers. Call 9-
1-1 if you see someone in the act of tagging. Kristen 
stressed the importance of keeping our garage doors 
closed because many of the taggers steal the paint 
they use. 

The City program has 2 trucks that run Monday 
through Friday to respond to the 3-1-1 graffiti reports. 
With permission of the property owner, the City will 
enter onto the property and remove the graffiti at no 
charge. Or, the program can provide supplies, paint, 

Continued on page 14
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Purchases . Listings . Investment Properties . Refinancing . Tax Consultation . Commercial

Sam Archer
Realtor
Coldwell Banker
633-4650
sarcher@cbunited.com

Zander Blunt 
Mortgage Banker

PrimeLending
381-4642

zblunt@primelending.com

The Avenue D TeAm
serving Hyde Park since sPeedway was a racetrack*

I found it.

It’s that 
easy. I financed it.

* not really.

Lucien, Stirling and Gray  
Advisory Group, Inc. 

Are you looking for expert insight and  
guidance regarding your financial picture? 

As an independent, Austin-based  
Registered Investment Advisor and financial planning firm, 

we specialize in long-term, personal relationships. 
Our clients appreciate our personalized approach! 

We offer fee-based asset management and planning services 
to people who know that wealth is more than just money. 

Give us a call or visit our website —
Please let us know how we can be of service. 

4005 Guadalupe · Austin, TX  78751 
(512) 458-2517 

www.lsggroup.com 

“Smart Decisions About Serious Money” Located in the Historic John Rutledge House 

In Hyde Park since 1992 



Page 14 — August, 2008 — Pecan Press

Working Hands 
Construction

Minor to Moderate Repairs and Remodeling
Decks, Fences and Custom Woodwork

Pain-in-the-Neck Problems Solved
Friendly, Affordable, Hyde Park Based

Call Matthew Young 419-7650

LANIER PLUMBING
Don’t	fuss,	call	us!	

Complete Repair Service
• Hot Water Heaters
• New Installations
• Gas Inspections
• Remodels
• Slab Leaks

Family Owned and Serving Austin since 1931

2300 Pasadena Dr., Austin, Texas 78757

450-1673

Call today to find out how you should approach swings in 
the market.

YOU CAN’T CONTROL THE WORLD
BUT YOU CAN CONTROL YOUR DECISIONS.

www.edwardjones.com Member SIPCJudith S Girard
Financial Advisor
.

4101 Guadalupe Street
Suite 600
Austin, TX 78751
512-323-0060

or other graffiti removal materials for you to remove 
the graffiti from your property. Call 3-1-1 to find out 
how to obtain the supplies and help. The program is 
always seeking volunteers to assist in the cleanup ef-
forts. You can contact the program at 512-854-4591 or 
<graffiti@ci.austin.tx.us>. You can find more informa-
tion at <www.ci.austin.tx.us/health/ys_graffiti.htm>. 

On a related note, Libby Malone, Community Re-
lations Director for our good neighbors at Grande 
Communications, noted that they provide paint to be 
used to cover graffiti on the Grande boxes and kiosks 
in our neighborhood. Contact HPNA President Elaine 
Meenehan if you are interested in getting this paint.

Next, architect and neighbor William Barbee pre-
sented the plans for the construction of new homes 
at the View on Shipe Park on the 4400 Block of Ave-
nue F. After many HPNA members expressed concern 
to the owner and builder, Emrobrai Homes and Ray 
Lee, he contacted them to discuss a more appropriate 
project for the neighborhood.  (For more back-
ground information on this issue, you can refer to the 

Continued on page 16

July Meeting Minutes...­
­		 		    …cont’d from page 12
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Hyde Park Residents &
Neighborhood Realtors

Search for homes at jeff baker.stanberry.com
Also check out www.jeff bakerart.biz

Doing our part to 

Keep Hyde Park Weird

HybridRealtor@Stanberry.com

Jeff  Baker
619-7421

Kate Baker
750-0376

4000 Duval Street

Suzee Brooks, REALTOR®

office 512.499.0499 • fax 512.499.0460 • mobile 512.740.5771 • suzee@lyonrealestate.net

Escuelita del Alma Finds New Home

5301A McCandless  $439,500

2931A Eckert Street  $329,500

1507 North Street      $315,500

Coming 9.2.08 to 3109 North IH-35
Call 474-4702 for reservations.

Your
Community
Commercial
Realtor®

A U S T I N  •  F O R T  W O R T H  •  D A L L A S

Don’t take risks with
your biggest investment!

512-246-0024

www.lonsmith.com

Call today for a free no obligation inspection

$100
OFF

Full Roof Replacement
MUST PRESENT AD FOR OFFER.

One of America’s Top 25

ROOFING
CONTRACTORS
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February issue of the Pecan Press: http://www.austin-
hydepark.org/2008/pp_Feb_08_24pg_final.pdf .) Mr. 
Barbee worked with the Lees to develop a plan that, 
while using modern construction, is more in keeping 
with the neighborhood in size and scale. These plans 
were well-received by the members, and Mr. Lee and 
Mr. Barbee were thanked for their efforts.

Catherine Moore then presented the report from 
the Development Review Committee about the pro-
posed demolition of the stucco home at 43rd Street 
and Avenue G. The committee has completed a great 
deal of research about the historic nature of this home, 
and plans to give this information to the Historic 
Landmark Commission and the City Staff.  The com-
mittee hopes that the Historic Landmark Commission 
will begin the process to grant historic zoning to the 
home and prevent demolition of this only example of 
neo-classical architecture remaining in the neighbor-
hood.

Lastly, John Paul Moore, HPNA Tree Preservation 
Committee Chairman, and Joel Cryer of the Hancock 
Neighborhood Association presented plans to spend 
part of the mitigation money on trees and other land-
scaping on the City-owned lot on the northeast corner 
of 38th Street and Duval. The cost is estimated to be 
between $10,000 and $12,000.

Elaine then adjourned the meeting.

—	 Pam Whittington HPNA Co-Secretary	
<pamw46@yahoo.com>	
452-9776

July Meeting Minutes...­
­		 		    …cont’d from page 14
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Trinity United

Methodist Church
Welcoming and affirming all people inclusive of Race, Nationality,
Age, Gender, Gender Identity, Marital Status, Sexual Orientation,

Physical Ability, Mental Ability, Economic Class,
or Educational Class.

Inclusive, Nature-affirming, Creative Worship
Sundays at 8:50 AM & 11:10 AM

600 E. 50th St. / Austin, TX 78751
(512) 459-5835 www.tumc.org

(one block east of Duval)

Where You
Can Be

YOU
diversity welcomed. diversity affirmed.

diversity celebrated!

FREE
Check Engine Light 

Diagnostic Code

off

SAVE $85
(some restriction may apply)

10%
Parts & Labor 

for new customers
on all repairs

*These Coupons  May Only Be Used One At A Time

www.revolutionmotors.com

service@revolutionmotors.com
OR

For Bookings

(some restriction may apply)

512.453.5050

Specializing
and repairs

in the maintenance

for your European Car

City Plumbing Company
35 YEARS EXPERIENCE
453-1115

Sewer and Water Heater Replacement 
Slab Leaks • Gas Leaks 

Sewer and Drain Cleaning Service 
Repairs • Re-pipes • Remodels

ALL YOUR PLUMBING NEEDS

Hyde Park Poets

Porchlight
I didn’t grow up in Mayfield
Wally and ‘The Beav’ didn’t live next door
We knew all about everyday strife
We knew first hand about war

It was a time when parents would parent
Kids said, “yes sir” and “yes ma’am”
A time when high school was for learning
On how to join the family of man

And every evening the porch lights
On every house you’d see
Were on to say “welcome friend”
And not for security

—	 Eric Robertson	
27July 2002

    Below Barton Springs
    The soft light of leisure
    surrounds happy children
    splashing with dogs
    downstream from the pool.

    A dog is easy to please.
    You toss a ball in the water,
    and the meaning of life gets rich
    with retrieval. That’s all it takes.

    We older monkeys worry more,
    having forgotten how to play,
    how to simply be in a moment
    and leave the load behind.

    A little laughter in my ear
    brings me into sunlight
    highlighting a stream, reminds me
    to smile at the taste of right now.

 —	 Nancy Taylor Day	
4.29.2008
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HybridRealtor@Stanberry.com
Hyde Park Resident & Neighborhood REALTOR®

Jeff  Baker   619-7421
ABOR, REALTOR®,  Former State Licensed Appraiser   

Address: 3910 Avenue H
Listed For: $729,900
Completed in 2004 this classic Arts and Crafts home in the heart of Hyde 
Park features 3046 sf 4/3 confi guration., bright open fl oorplan, gourmet 
kitchen with granite counters and stainless app., river stone fi replace/oak 
mantle, double insulation, & amazing garden.

Address: 620 West 35th Street
Listed For: $464,500
Sophisticated remodel 1 block west of Guadalupe. Stunning architecture, 
large corner lot, separate guest bedroom and garage. Totally remodeled 
kitchen and bathrooms with modern fl airs and period detailing. 

Address: 912 East 37th Street
Listed For: $411,000
Charming bungalow w/bright 1/1 garage apt.  Just remodeled. Features 
custom kitchen cabs., granite counters, new appliances, hardwood fl ooring, 
recent interior paint, lrg dining & laundry, lrg 50’ X 150’ lot, 2 car garage.  Apt 
has sep. laundry room/hardwood fl ooring/central heat and AC. Very private.

Address: 708 Harris Avenue
Listed For: $425,000
Classic Arts and Crafts home on a 50’ X 141’ corner lot.  Large 3/1.5 fl oor-plan 
with an additional 500 sf+ of large attic space waiting to be fi nished out.  
Recent exterior paint, roof and electrical upgrading. Separate 2 car garage 
with a fenced yard only a block from award winning Lee Elementary.  

Address: 506 Texas Avenue
Listed For: $650,000
One of the great historic homes in Austin is now available.  This 1914 grand estate 
features a .37 acre lot, 3252 sf main house and 482 sf guest house.  Original stained 
wood trim, high open ceilings, period detailing & hardware, amazing wood fl ooring, 
& a classic front porch overlooking one of the best streets in Austin.

Address: 113 West 33rd Street
Listed For: $775,000
Classic Aldridge Place estate. 3081sf 4 or 5 bedroom/3 bath main house and 
236 sf garage apt.  Traditional brick construction, slate roof, original long leaf 
pine wood trim, beautiful hardwoods, amazing period tile work, stunning 
master bath, and antique lighting. 

FOR SALE

 

PENDING

SOLD

SOLD

FOR SALE

FOR SALE

www.YourHarrisHouse.com

www.33StClassic.com

www.35StJewel.com

www.506TexasAve.com

www.HydeParkAvenueH.com
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