Eebruary,

When: 7:00 p.m.
Monday, February 4, 2008

Where: Hyde Park United
Methodist Church
4001 Speedway
Who: YOU and your neighbors

Note: HPNA general meetings usually
take place on the first Monday of each month.

HPNA General Meeting
Agenda for February 4

= The View on Shipe Park, considering
design concerns at 4400, 4402 and
4404 Ave F possible vote

¢ Homes Tour Update

= Cindy Reed IBIZ District
Coordinator from Austin
Independent Business Alliance.

Minutes of the
January 2008 HPNA

General Meeting

he January 7, 2008 HPNA

Meeting was called to order
at 7:00 p.m. by President Elaine
Meenehan.

The first agenda item was a pre-
sentation by Mary Collins Blackmon,
including a slide show, on the Ney
Museum restoration project.

Ms. Blackmon explained that be-
cause a portion of the funding comes
from a Department of the Interior
grant, the restoration plans and work
are subject to review and approv-
al by the Department of the Interior
as well as the City of Austin Histor-
ic Landmark Commission, the Texas
Historical Commission, and the Na-
tional Register of Historic Places.

Continued on page 5

(Elsewhere in this )
issue...
“Ban the Blowers!” see article
on page 12

Crime Prevention Efforts In-
tensify see Crime Report on
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Hvde Park Under Siege
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Propos.ed-development“Viewl)r-l Shipe Park” : — "

As the greed-driven juggernaut that has decimated Upper Hyde Park
rolls south across 45th Street, our National Register Historic Dis-
trict is under attack. The high ground overlooking Waller Creek in the
heart of our neighborhood is under threat of being cheapened and dev-
astated by a proposed development to be known as “the View on Shipe
Park.” But what of Shipe Park, beloved not just by those of us who are
lucky enough to live nearby, but by those who come from far and wide
for enjoyment and celebrations? And what about the park view looking
westward from the Elisabet Ney, our internationally known artist’s stu-
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dio soon to be restored to its former glory?

I am referring to EMROBRAI
HOMES, a company that has al-
ready built two new homes on the
4500 block of Avenue F, and has re-
cently demolished at least three
houses on the 4400 block. These
properties have been cleared and
are now ready for the next step,
with little concern for the quali-
ties of our historic neighborhood
in general, or of this significant site
in particular. An irony, surely un-
intended : the sign announcing the
development reads “ANOTHER
GREAT HOME BY EMROBRAL.”
The first definition in the dic-
tionary for the word “great” is
“unusually large in size or dimen-
sion,” so they are at least honest
about what is proposed. The mod-
estly-scaled cottages which were
razed could have been expand-
ed into a compound — enhancing
their profitability but more in

keeping our community spirit.
Hyde Park has a unique quality
and cultural history which has en-
dured for over a century.

As currently proposed, 4400
Avenue F will be a “neo-Queen
Anne” style house, 4402 a “neo-
vernacular Victorian,” and 4404 is
labeled “neo-Eastlake.” At which
point in the process these terms
were applied to the EMROBRAI
projects cannot be pinpointed, but
they are unwittingly an apt reflec-
tion of their superficiality. Parodies
and travesties all. Big boxes tart-
ed up with decoration and built of
“Cultured Stone Veneer” and har-
di-plank siding.

There are abundant exam-
ples of new construction which
masquerades as “historically ap-
propriate,” courtesy of a few
applied stylistic references. One

Continued on page 4
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! Hyde Park Neighborhood Watch Block Captains

Ave.B Ave. G
Kelly Schaub..........ccccccvnennee. 4000 block ................. kellyschaub@gmail.com William Dewberry..................
Jason Mann ... 4100 block .........ccvene. jason@medusalabs.com Stan Kozinsky

Ave.C Thomas Chamberlain.
Maureen O'Connor ............... 4200 block ................... mo@digitalcorsair.com Ave.H

Ave.D Charlotte Herzele...................
Jason Earle.......ccooeencenneine jason@jasonearle.net Herb Dickson
Shannon & Douglas Fohn shannon_james@hotmail.com Jerry Vernon..

Speedway Michele Grieshaber
Eric Oyler ... . ericoyler@hotmail.com Jenna Stephens

Ave. F Suzanne Hurley
John Mayfield jmmayfield@usa.net Yolanda Theeke
Mike Kinter . mekintner@sbcglobal.net Duval
Carol Welder cjwelder@msn.com Elaine Meenehan..................
Grant Thomas ..hgthomas@youthlaunch.org 47 St
John Kerr .....ccovevnveenerinnenr 4200 DIOCK .o, jfkerr@yahoo.com Tracy Sabel & Mark Mills ......
Sally Robey .hotelrobey@aol.com Caswell
Lisa Harris... iharrisus@yahoo.com Jim Genevro
Drew Arnold rew@sambamama.com Pam Whittington
Eric Graham... . eric@lehnertgraham.com John Scott
Janet Risovi ... janetrisovi@hotmail.com Red River
Traci Laird .. . me@tracilaird.com Denise Girard...........c.cooceees
Cy Megnin ....cy@onecallpropertyservices.com Fairfield

Ave. G Patricia Richardson....
Sharon Majors.... ..... sharonmajors@grandecom.net Rowena
Carol Jackson ...caroljackson@austin.rr.com Brian Feuerbacher ................
Deaton Bednar... .deatonbednar@grandecom.net

....4500-4600 ..
....4800 block ..

...3900-4000 Ave G&Duval hrdsvd@austin.rr.com

...5000 block ..

....4600 block ..

....4800 block ..

... between Evans & Eilers patr@biosci.utexas.edu

N

4500-4600............... w_dewberry@hotmail.com
kozinsky@swbell.net
.tomas13.geo@yahoo.com

3800-3900.......cc0rervrnes herzele@austin.rr.com

3900-4000 Ave G&Duval jerryandnancy.vernon@att.net

4100 block .. ...mmgrieshaber@yahoo.com
4600 block .. jenna_stephens@yahoo.com
4900-5000 suzannehurley@gmail.com

Yolanda.theeke@gm.com

4100-4200.......... elaine.meenehan@gmail.com
Eilers & Evans 46" & 47" tsabel@sbcglobal.net
jgenevro@earthlink.net

ppwhittington@yahoo.com
...jscott_atty@grandecom.net

4600 block ..

4500 blOCK ..o girard.d@att.net

4900-5000 blocks ......bfeuer2@grandecom.net

N

Pecan Press

The Pecan Press is published monthly
by the Hyde Park Neighborhood Association in Austin, Texas.
Note: Each month’s ad and editorial deadline is

the 15% of month preceding publication.

Editor
Grant Thomas 450-0464 <hgthomas@youthlaunch.org>

Associate Editor
Sarah Sitton 459-4530 207 E. 39th St.

Poetry Editor
Nancy Taylor Day 892-0127 <nancy@creativitymoms.com>
4001 Duval (Salon) 78751

Crime & Safety Chairman
Carol Welder 459-6205 <cjwelder@msn.com>

Production Manager/Advertising Director
Robert M. Farr 731-0617 <bobfarr@austin.rr.com>

Mail Ad Payments to:
Lorre Weidlich. P.O. Box 49427, Austin, TX 78765
Mail Ad Artwork to:
Robert M. Farr <bobfarr@austin.rr.com>
7500 Chelmsford Dr. Austin, TX 78736

Distribution Coordinator
Rimas Remeza 4105 Ave. F ¢ 371-3158
<uimas.remeza@yahoo.com>

Area Coordinators
North of 45th/West of Duval « Pam Dozler......................... 458-8927
North of 45th/East of Duval * Jay Gerard & Carrie Laughlin 371-1548
South of 45th/West of Speedway * Robert Morris & Kathryn Kotrla..
371-7246
South of 45th/East of Speedway » Martha Campbell......... 452-2815

Contributors

Glen Alyn, Candy Gray Becker, Cynthia Beeman, Laurence Becker, Deaton
Bednar, Mary Collins Blackmon, George Bristol, Chris Brown, Sharon
Brown, Lewis Brownlow, Kathryn Bryn, Mark Burkhardt, Amon Burton,
Martha Campbell, Inga Marie Carmel, Josephine Casey, Nicole Caspers,
Kitty Clark, Carol Cohen Burton, William Cook, Susan Crites Krumm,
Celeste Cromack, Rob D’ Amico, Herb Dickson, Avis Davis, Don Davis,
Pam Dozler, Russell Duke, Cathy Echols, Carla Feldpausch Siegle, Merle
Franke, Gregory Free, Larry Freilich, Eugene George, Mary Carolyn George,
Larry Gilg, Susan Gilg, Ann S. Graham, Carolyn E. Grimes, Rachel Hector,
Ben Heimsath, Albert Huffstickler, Liz Jones, Barbara Kelly, John Kerr,
Susan Kerr, Bo Kersey, Susan Kirk, Mike Kintner, Dennis Lensing, Karen
McGraw, Sharon Majors, Libby Malone, Alan Marburger, Peter Maxson,
Brook Meggs, Elaine Meenchan, Fred Meredith, Susan Moffat, John Paul
Moore, Jack Nokes, Jill Nokes, Wanda Penn, Cecil Pennington, Peter
Pfeiffer, Dorothy Richter, Walter Richter, Kristen De La Rosa, Steve
Sadowsky, Mary Lou Serafine, Sheree Scarborough, Jaime Shimkus, Cathy
Short, Sarah Sitton, Thad Sitton, Clay Smith, Jenna Stephens, Julie Strong,
Kathleen Strong, Rollo Treadway, Lao Tzu, Jennifer Vickers, Katie Vignery,
Sandra Villalaz-Dickson, Lorre Weidlich, Joe Wiseman.

Calling All Dog Owners

Austin State Hospital invites dogs and their owners
to participate in an Animal Assisted Activities
Program. This program will help the patients of ASH
step away from their mental illness and reconnect
with the community. Training provided.

Interested dog owners/neighbors can contact ASH
Community Relations Director Barbara Kelly,
<barbara.kelly@dshs.state.tx.us>, 797-5399.

Hyde Park Neighborhood Association
P. O Box 49427 ¢ Austin, TX 78765
http://www.austinhydepark.org

— HPNA Steering Committee —
President
+ Elaine Meenehan * elaine.meenchan@gmail.com .

Vice President
+ Jennifer Berbas ¢ jennifer_berbas@yah00.com .........c.cc.uveeceveccine
Co-Secretaries » Pam Whittington * pamd6@yahoo.com.... 452-9776
* Celeste Cromack  becro@io.com
Co-Treasurers * Lorre Weidlich, « Iweidlich@mail2sevenseas.com
1Jay Aarons * ijaarons@aol.com * PO Box 49427, Austin, TX 78765
Additional Steering Committee Members: » Wanda Penn ¢ Rob
Clinchard * Dorothy Richter » Alan Marburger * William Cook ¢ Stan
Kozinzky

HPNA Committee/Task Forces (w/chairs)
AISD ¢ Ann S. Graham, 3815 Ave H. .458-8096

Alley Coordinator * Carol Burton, skywash@austin.rr.com..
Austin Neighborhoods Council Rep. * Lisa Harris, ljharrisus@yahoo.com
Beautification * Larry Freilich, Imf@earthlink net

Children’s Programs ® ..........cc.ccccvrvvrcres VOLUNTEER NEEDED
Church/Neighborhood Liaison ¢ Niyata Spelman, 3802 Ave. F. 459-8349
Communications/Web * Robin Silberling, robin@wcook.org ....452-1783
Crime and Safety Chairman * Carol J. Weider, 4101 Ave F.......459-6205
Development Review ¢ Stan Kozinsky, 4604 Ave. G 451-4455
Finance * Nick Van Bavel, nvb123@yahoo.com. N
Graffiti Patrol » E. M h , elaine. gmail.com .323-9772
Homes Tour ¢ Lorre Weidlich, Iweidlich@mail2sevenseas.com..300-2228
Membership « Doris Coward, deoward@mail.utexas.edu 453-2476
Neighborhood Planning * Karen McGraw, 4315 Ave. C .459-2261
Local Historic District ¢ Sharon Majors, sharonmajors@grandecom.net ..

Shipe Park ¢ Mark Fishman, m.fishman@yahoo.com.............. 656-5505
Sidewalks ¢ Rob Clinchard, robsold@texas.net
Social ¢ Deaton Bednar, deatonbednar@grandecom.net.............vceveee

Tree Preservation ¢ JP Moore, johnpaulmoore@austin.rr.com ...789-7025
Triangle Development * Cathy Echols, 4002 Ave. C .206-0729
Zoning * Dorothy Richter, 3901 Ave. G...cccoovrvee A452-5117

... 323-9772

(Auay) From the President s Desk:

President Meenehan is off this month.
Her column will resume in February.
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Ney Restoration Plans

Part 2 of “Elisabet Ney’s Formosa” continued from the Jan/08 issue of Pecan Press.
Today, with assistance from the U.S. Department of the Interior Save America’s Treasures
program, National Trust for Historic Preservation and Texas Historical Commission,
the Museum and City of Austin Parks and Recreation Department are undertaking a
comprehensive restoration of Formosa for current and future generations.

The restoration will restore the historical integrity
of the building and remaining land as the former stu-
dio of Elisabet Ney. In 2000, the National Trust cited
the Elisabet Ney Museum “one of the most significant
historic artists’ homes and studios in the country.”

Plans are also to reconstruct Ney’s barn and assis-
tant’s quarters to enable a full restoration of Formosa,
and also provide needed services for the museum’s
visitors. The restoration will give Austin and Hyde
Park the only studio that remains of the four homes
and studios Ney created in Europe and America over
her lifetime.

Elisabet Ney Museum Comprehensive Restoration
Master Plan

The Elisabet Ney Museum Comprehensive Res-
toration Master Plan was produced by Volz &
Associates of Austin and Heritage Landscapes
of Charlotte, Vermont; both, highly experienced
preservation architects and landscape architects, re-

Seven days a week

RLIBY'S

B'B'Q

spectively. In 1997, Heritage Landscapes produced
the Elisabet Ney Museum Historic Landscape Report
with funding from the National Trust for Histor-

ic Preservation. The Trust cited the Report “a model
project for historic landscape restoration in the South-
west” in 1998.

The City of Austin Department of Public Works is
managing the project. The Elisabet Ney Museum Save
America’s Treasures Restoration Campaign Commit-
tee comprised of professors from the University of
Texas School of Architecture and St. Edward’s Univer-
sity and community activists reviewed the plan.

Formosa 2008-09
It is the hope of the Museum that the restora-

tion of Formosa and the reinterpretation of Ney’s life
and work made possible by the historical accuracy of
the restored building and grounds will yield an in-
creased sense of Elisabet Ney’s presence and deepen
an appreciation of Ney’s singularly personal contri-
butions to the history of early Hyde Park, Austin and
the American frontier. In particular, it is hoped that
Formosa restored, will, as cultural historian Debo-
rah Solomon writes, “coax a vanished world back to
life” to be enjoyed by Hyde Park together with many
schoolchildren and visitors from across the state and
nation who visit the museum each year.

— Mary Collins Blackmon, Curator,

Elisabet Ney Museum

BUG HUNTER PEST CONTROL

General pest, termites, rodents, W.D.I. reports

Ken Howell

Owner
Call today for a free no obligation termite inspection

Family owned and operated

748-3573

Ervic Denner, MA, MBA IH

Licensed Marringe & Family Tharapist
Licensed Chemical Dependency Counselop

512-333-5023

www.austincouns=ling info

vy

Send in your articles, letters, and photos (but not your
poetry*) by the 15th of each month to:
Editor, Pecan Press
4106 Avenue F
Austin, TX 78751
<hgthomas@youthlaunch.org>

We Welcome Your Submissions to Pecan Press

*Send your poems to:
Nancy Taylor Day
4001 Duval
Austin 78751
<nancy@creativitymoms.com>

Please enclose a self-addressed,
stamped envelope for return of your
materials.

Note: The Pecan Press will not publish unsigned/unattributed poetry. All poems (even if written under a pen
name) must carry a name and address or phone number for identification and verification purposes.
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PLANTS « FLOWERS « CORSAGES * ARRANGEMENTS
FOR ALL OCCASIONS
1806 WEST KOENIG LANE

AUSTIN. TEXAS 78756 {2}
X 7

(512) 451-0691
1-800-462-8426
www.ftd.com/casaverde

Hyde Patrk Presbyterian Church
Jib 3913 Ave B

Jn 4597747

www. hydeparkpresbyterianaustin.org

Sunday Worship service 10:30 AM
Nursery Available

; Henderson

Licensed plumbing repair
Clean, personal service

29 years experience
Drain cleaning

452-5963
Leave message

NANCY WHARTON
DON WHARTON

[ 2K 2N N -2

3/, THINK GLOBALLY,
> EAT LOCALLY!

-
4 !’ I\’ Wheatsville buys organically grown produce from local
‘ family faems. Every day our buyers purchase directly from
local growers. For your this means the freshest produce possible. And dealing
direct pays the best price to
the farmers too. Look for the
"Texas Grown” and "Texas
Certified Organic” labels!

P
“—

310§ Guadalupe 478-2667
Open 9am-llpm. Every Day

S5 Aoy Xy 8
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Hyde Park Under Seige...

..cont’d from page 1

well-regarded critic of such masquerades has written
of “an overall dullness of appearance so depressing
that it must be overlaid with a veneer of style to make
it acceptable. And that to anyone who is sensitive to
QUALITY makes it all the worse, Now it is not just
depressingly dull. It is also phony. It is the style that
gets you: ugliness syruped over with romantic pho-
niness in an effort to produce profit by people who
don’t know where to start because no one has ever
told them there is such a thing as QUALITY in this
world and it is real, not superficial style.”

Early on, Ray Lee of EMROBRAI HOMES met
briefly with the HPNA’s Development Review Com-
mittee. To maximize his profits and generate cash
flow seems to define the limits of his ambitions. He
observed “that people like to live in Hyde Park” but is
so indifferent that he has not taken the trouble to un-
derstand the qualities that make the neighborhood so
exceptional, and enable it to serve as a model for ad-
vocates of the “new urbanism.”

Concerning the 17 December 2007 meeting of
the Historic Landmark Commission: Following
comments by six representatives of the HPNA, the
commissioners strongly recommended that the de-
veloper follow the Hyde Park Neighborhood Design
Guidelines for new construction and work with the
neighborhood association in order to achieve compat-
ible solutions. “ A bit of this style here and that style
there is not the answer.” When it was suggested that
a decision be postponed for a month in order for the
desired changes to be made, the developer’s repre-
sentative declined. One commissioner suggested that
these magnificent properties “justify a profession-
al design service, which these look like they have not
had. It would be to their financial advantage to do a
better job. These houses will be three dogs.”

Brief research proved informative, surprising and
disturbing. Plans for the proposed Avenue F houses
were developed by the PFA Design Group, Archi-
tects and Planners, principals Dean Rose and Charles
Sivek, Sr. Their ad in the yellow pages of the phone
book cites “custom residential design” and “over
1,000 stock plans.” It is apparent that stock plans were
submitted for the Avenue F houses which ignore the
potential of this significant site, fronting directly on
Shipe Park. A visit to their web site will be an eye
opener.

— Mary Carolyn George

AF 7 p
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January Meeting Minutes...
..cont’d from page 1

The planned restoration will include restoration of
both the building and the landscaping of the grounds. A
replica of Elisabet Ney’s barn will be constructed to be
used for restroom facilities. When completed, the restored
building and grounds will more closely resemble the pe-
riod during which Ney was in residence (1892-1907). It
will provide a richer, more authentic look at Ney and the
studio and grounds which she designed. The project will
take 2 to 3 years to complete. A simulation of the land-
scaping plan will be available in the near future.

Next on the agenda was a presentation and discus-
sion of the development of the Game Warden property
which is bordered by 51st Street and Rowena. Karen Mc-
Graw and others on the HPNA Development Review
Committee (DRC) have worked with the developers and
neighbors to minimize the impact of development on the
area and address the concerns of nearby neighbors. Af-
ter Karen presented the plan to the group, a motion was
made by David Connor and seconded by George Wyche
to approve the development subject to a number of re-
strictions, including the following: Development will be
subject to multi-family Residential Uses permitted in the
North Hyde Park NCCD Residential District. There will
be a restrictive covenant which is to be negotiated requir-
ing that the units will be offered for sale. All driveways
will enter and exit W. 51st Street unless otherwise re-
quired by the City of Austin. Units that border Rowena
will face west and be back-to-back with Rowena. The mo-
tion was approved 24 For, 3 Against, with 4 Abstaining.

The hours for operation of Shipe Pool were discussed
and the group agreed by consensus to use the same
schedule as was established last year.

Dorothy Richter brought the possible sale of Baker
School on Avenue B between 39th and 40th Streets to the
attention of the group. A recent newspaper item indicated
that Baker was one of several locations under consider-
ation by Austin ISD officials. Dorothy encouraged HPNA
members to be alert for further information about chang-
es at Baker.

Finally, Doris Coward announced an A.P.D.-spon-
sored Commander’s Forum for Wednesday, January 16 at
6:30 at the Red River Church, 4425 Red River.

Having no further business, the meeting was ad-
journed.

— Celeste Cromack,
HPNA Co-Secretary

***If we can’t sell it... we will buy it!***

FREE Quick
OVER-THE-NET
Home Evaluation
www.HydeParkHomeValues.Info

Witlams Saiurance ﬁﬂﬁ
Aot et e WM@&'#} .f.'fﬂ.a:l

Dharma Yoga

Yoga 50&9 Buddha Heart.

2 &
S

Guadalupe & 41st St.
(512) 420-0009

www.Dharma-Yoga.net

W{NW griffinschoolior
Open House:Saturday, Feb 16, 10:30am, RSVP to454-5797

L ARY GALLEMY

Si2.45I1

Fuiti SEmACE SaLos

S0000

.

DuvaL STREET 4034
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VISA | MC / AMEX 3512 Guadalupe
459-9917 Austin, Tx.
8-6 M-F 78705
PETE REED
Hyde Park Handyman

Big or Small, We Do it All

Free Estimates

20 Years Experience (512) 736-6539

e =il Lrar
SirEClAL)

PIZIA
Family sramed & apcrated since 7090
Tiam - Midnight / 1am SatL

Happy Hour 4:30pm - Tpm
« Full Bar + Colfee & Teas
= Wireless Internet +Vegan Pizza Options »
[emgh & Sance made Fresh Baily Smoker Friendly Fatio
523230040

Selling Your House?

Pick the Only Neighborhood Title Company

We know how stressful it can be to sell your home. At the
Midtown Office of Austin Title, we have the specialized knowl-
edge and years of experience to make your transaction stress
free. Additionally, our convenient location on 302 and Lamar
will make your trip to the closing, as easy as the closing itself.

Before signing a contract, please ask your real estate agent
to request the Midtown Office of Austin Title. .ﬁ

=

Midtewn Office
LandAmerica
Austin Tithe

sl Pan gnd ey LLP Douglas Plummer
1 . Managing Director and
Dedicated to our clients. 35th street resident

Dedicated to our community.

3009 North Lamar Blvd., Austin, Texas 78705
512.459.1110 office | 512.459.1114fax | www.ifrlaw.com

N

Hyde Park Christian Church
610 East 45th Street
Austin, Texas 78751

announces its monthly series
of Health and Disease Topics
for the Austin community

A 45-minute mini-lecture series for
the second Saturday of each month
beginning January 12th, 2008.

All lectures will be presented in the
Theatre/Fellowship Hall of HPCC
between 12 noon and 2 pm
with a snack offered afterwards.

Seating is limited so be sure to RSVP
by contacting the coordinator:
Stephanie Collier, M.S., PA-C

HPCC Trustee
512.585.3438 cell
<scollier3@austin.rr.com>
or by contacting the church
administrative assistant:
Sarah Ashley
512.452.2596 office
<office@hydeparkcc.org>

1st Quarter Lectures:

January 12, 2008 - Avis Meeks-Day, M.D,;
“When Girls Grow Up Too Fast”
February 9, 2008 - Darline Turner-Lee, ASCE,
PA-C; “Hormone Replacements”

March 8, 2008 - Maritza Navarro, M.D.;
“Asthma & Allergies”

April 12, 2008 - Stephanie Collier, M.S., PA-C;
“Adolescent Depression”

N\ J
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EXPERT HARDWOOD
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Distress Sales FLOOR REFINISHING

, CUSTOM HARDWOOD FLOORS

Bank Foreclosures FREE list of Bank- NEW INSTALLATIONS EXPERT SANDING
. . & REPAIRS & FINISHING

owned Properties, Motivated sellers Quality Service with Attention to Detail

RESIDENTIAL « COMMERCIAL
Receive a FREE LIST FOR CONSULTATION
] CALL DAVE — 257-2030
www. HydePar kFixer Upper s.Info “Over 40 Years Experience”
Featured in "Parade of Homes" & "AlA Tour"

Free .
—— Hi.lppy sit. stay. good dog.
Wad no Chinese

Trasning. Chresprmang, Mol apes . Doggis Lay Cars

Wit owir BMEW #2000 si Alr Conditoried Loy on
O Branlwosd Silreel, Sadibes, TH FHISSE
Ppar Morth Lomar pnd Ainpec] Blised

512 458 Sa00

Bl &R mumlindanewscaniral om

AUSTIN CANINE CENTRAL

Lxchmoye Home of Joyce Worgan Dog Tramng

purchase
ﬂe(egga[y N lw GS NEW YEEII

il T

Live & Invest in Hyde Park
4403 Duval - House + a Duplex!

This one-ol-a-kind property combines a beautifully mamtained, spacious 19300s 2-2 house wilth an
mcome-producing duplex on almost 1/2 acre! Owver 3000 sq. [ of living space, priced at $624,000.

The Majors Lyon Team
Cynthia & Dave Lyon
ESP Austin REALTORS

(512)407.8080 ESP AusTiN

www homesinaustin.net el B e
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When It Rains, They Store

Turn on a faucet and out it flows, a seemingly endless supply of potable water, courtesy
of the Colorado River. Yet a glance at the pamphlets enclosed with our water utility bills
makes it clear that we cannot take this resource for granted. Coupled with a dry climate,
Austin’s booming population and economy have placed great demands on the water supply.
At 51 billion gallons, annual usage in 2005 was 30% greater than in 1995, according to the
utility, which is working to increase capacity. At the same time, the city’s water conservation
program has numerous initiatives to educate Austinites about prudent water usage and help

them take steps to conserve.

Hyde Parkers are heeding the call. In fact, some of
them are bypassing the river and instead look to the
skies, at least for their gardening needs. Peek in back-
yards or under the eaves of homes throughout the
neighborhood and you will see an assortment of de-
vices for harvesting rainwater.

Starting Small

On the modest end of the scale are polypropylene
rain barrels, such as those offered by the water con-
servation program. Each 75-gallon barrel costs $60
and set-up is simple. The barrels are positioned to col-
lect rain running off a roof. They are outfitted with
a screen to keep out debris, an overflow tube and a
drain hose to direct the water where needed. (See
<http:/ /www.ci.austin.tx.us/ watercon/rbfaq.htm>
for more details.)

Anne-Marie Griger (Avenue A near 43rd) and Lisa
Harris (Avenue F near 45th) each have two barrels
from the city. Harris placed hers behind her house at
opposite corners to give easy access to different parts
of the yard. Overall she is happy with them. Just two
hitches: The flow is rather low pressure, especially if
trying to use a hose sprayer uphill from the barrels,
so she often uses a soaker hose or watering can. Also,
one barrel has a problematic hose connector where
water sometimes leaks out. She plans to replace it

Jim-Dandy Service

"More than just handy"”

763-1007

DEPENDABLE ¢ FAST « GUARANTEED
Free Estimates Senior Citizen Discounts
ALL TYPES OF REPAIR

Kitchen and Bath Upgrade!
Yard Projects Appliance Repair
Drain and Sewer Cleaning
Plumbing and Electrical
Remodeling Roof Repair
Power Washing Painting, etc.

NO JOB TOO SMALL!

Jim Cardwell Master
Jim-Dandy, Inc. Handyman

with a model that has a spigot instead of a hose (such
models are sold by gardening and eco-oriented busi-
nesses). Since water runs out through force of gravity,
Griger prevented the low-flow problem by building
wooden stands at a height sufficient to permit good
flow. Except for a few episodes of bad-smelling water
and mosquitoes, she says the barrels have been trou-
ble-free. (The city’s FAQs site has recommendations
for dealing with these and other issues.)

High-Volume Tanks

It would take 20 barrels to collect the amount of
water that Michael Klug's 1,500-gallon tank can hold.
The tank is part of a system installed during the ex-
tensive renovation of his home (Avenue G at 42nd)
featured on the “This Old House” television program.
The renovations earned the house a rare five-star
Green Building rating from Austin Energy. The tank
system is a bit more complex than rain barrels. We’ll
skip the engineering details, but rain flows through
the gutters, which are attached to underground pipes
that fill the tank. The system allows for slow leakage
from the downspouts to prevent standing water (and
a mosquito haven), as well as flow of excess water
into the alley. The tank is hooked up to a drip irriga-
tion system that has an electric pump, sensor systems
and sprinkler controller electronics. “One good, hard
rainstorm will fill the cistern, and two or three water-
ings will empty it,” Klug says. Although the tank is
5 feet tall and 6 feet in diameter, it is fairly unobtru-
sive in a corner of the yard. In theory, it could sit well
away from the house. Except for the need to clear out
leaves and other debris, the system has been mainte-
nance free in its first year. What does the system cost?
Because it was provided by the television program,
Klug doesn’t even know! (A similar system on Ave-
nue F is reported to have cost $6,000.)

A few blocks away, behind a garage at Avenue D
near 41st, sits a whopper of a tank, a 2,500 gallon sys-
tem that cost about $3,300 (less a $400 rebate from the
city). Long-time resident Merle Franke believes that
his system, installed in May 2000, was one of the first
in Hyde Park. He also has two rain barrels. Except for
a dry spell in late summer, 2006, he has never since
used city water to tend to his vegetable garden, flow-
er beds, bushes or lawn. Franke is often asked about

Continued on following page
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HPNA Rainwater Harvesting Pioneer Merle Franke to Jaime
Shimkus:“Tank You,Very Much! Photo by Mike Kintner.

amortization, i.e., how long will it take for the wa-

ter bill savings to offset the expense. He doesn’t know
and he doesn’t care. “Saving money was not our rea-
son for collecting rainwater,” he explains. “We did it
because we feel it was the right thing to do. If more
and more people harvest rainwater, eventually it will
have an effect on the water problem.” But he definite-
ly has noticed the budget impact: His water bill for
the hot and dry August of 2006 was a mere $8.28.

The Plants Love It!

The people who shared their stories for this article
all concur: The savings are nice, but a primary rea-
son for collecting rain is environmental. Michael Klug
takes a philosophical view that incorporates planning
a garden that is optimal in terms of space, water and
energy: a “zeroscaped” garden.

A plus: Rainwater, which lacks chlorine and oth-
er chemicals added to municipal water, is better for
plants. Says Harris, “I am better at taking care of out-
door plants than houseplants (outside sometimes
nature will do what I forget to!), but my small col-
lection of houseplants has been a lot healthier since I
started watering with rainwater.”

— Jaime Shimkus

Looking for better path this year?
We'll help you find it!

Hyde Park United Methodist Church
4001 Speedway www.hydeparkmethodist.org

DISCOUNTS.

See me today and get the discounts
and service you deserve.

STATE FARM

Steve Vinklarek, Agent
3700 N IH 35

Austin, TX 78705-1802
Bus: 512-452-0214
WWW.steveinsures.com

LIKE A GOOD NEIGHBOR, STATE FARM IS THERE.*

PO57015 9/05 statefarm.com®

State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company, State Farm Indemnity Company — Bloomington, IL
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NO TIME LIKE THE PRESENT TO
KEEP YOUR FUTURE ON TRACK.

Judith S Girard
Financial Advisor

4101 Guadalupe Street
Suite 600

Austin, TX 78751
512-323-0060

www.edwardjones.com Member siPc

Edward Jones

MAKING SENSE OF INVESTING

pet fnendly Hyde Park Studio

CG&S Design-Build:
Creating Better Worlds

CG&S

DESIGN-BUILD

www.cgsdb.com | 512.444.1580

Now is the time to schedule your free portfolio review. Call or visit today.

Lettens Ds/zf. &0

Ney Wall Calls: To Keep, or Not to Keep?

Plan A: Lose the Wall! A Voice of Support for Ney
Restoration Plan

Dear Editor,

I attended the January HPNA meeting during which the Elisabet
Ney Museum restoration plan was presented. The plan’s attention
to detail and faithfulness to Ms. Ney’s vision, and her realization
of that vision, is truly exciting. At a time when Austin is rapidly
modernizing and losing its local character, how often do we have
an opportunity to step back 100 years and restore history to the
present? With the fruition of this plan, Hyde Park, and the city as a
whole, will be able to experience this parcel of land as it was to the
artist and her neighbors. Unfortunately, some residents seem to
be opposed to elements of the plan, in particular restoration of the
post-and-wire fence and the landscaping.

To my mind, this opposition is short-sighted. After Ms. Ney’s
passing, drastic alterations were made to the property. While a
stone wall and different landscaping may have seemed appropriate
at the time, in retrospect those changes clearly did not reflect the
artist’s intent. Now we have a chance to correct those inadvertent
errors. I am aware that many Hyde Parkers resist any disruption
to “the way it's always been” during their residence here. But
although everything has history, not all things are historically
significant. It would be a shame to adopt the restoration plan
piecemeal. In the bigger picture, the artist’s original vision is what
we should strive for.

Imagine: What if the original style of fence had never been removed,
nor the trees and plants? If some well-meaning person came along
today and proposed a stone wall or different landscaping, the
community would be outraged. Undoubtedly, the most vocal dissent
would come from local advocates for historic preservation. I am
dismayed by the strident voices that are rallying the community
to “use every process and forum” to stop this plan. For my part,

I encourage all those who support the project in its entirety to
speak up and express your approval. Not sure where you stand? I
urge you to visit the museum and review the plan. If you do, I am
confident you, too, will become enthusiastic about bringing Ms.
Ney’s vision back to life.

— Mike Kintner,
4100 Block of Ave. F

Residential Remodeling
From Additions to Repairs

Quality Work
Since 1980

Member, Green Builders

Joe Zakes
an 445-4470
CONSTRUCTION apcaustin.com
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Plan B: Keep the Wall! “Historical,” or Hysterical?
To the Editor,

It strikes me as odd that we would tear down an actual historic
structure in order to replace it with a new structure that only
mimics an older one. This is moving from historical toward
hysterical. The wall was erected by the venerable Violet Crown
Garden Club as a tribute by previous fans of Ney, in the same
spirit that the statues of Stevie Ray Vaughn and Barbara Jordan
celebrate their legacies and accomplishments. The contribution of
previous lovers of the Ney should be respected as well. They also
came before us.

Many of us have fond memories of that wall. I have gone to sit
there in contemplative moments. My son has hunted Easter eggs
in its shadows for ten years. One year in July, we found an Easter
egg hidden at the foot of the wall that no one else had discovered.
For years afterward, as soon as school let out, he insisted that we
scan every inch of the wall for another egg. We didn’t find another
egg, but we found other cool stuff, including a 1765 musket. (Just

. L /d /-"'_—;“"— 7 s
kidding.) -
Seriously, though, sometimes the historic preservation in this FRESH ms

neighborhood seems to lose its head. Following the logic of the Ney . .
reformers, we should all tear down our homes and replace them GROCERY - MARKET - DELI
with teepees. After all, that is more in keeping with the vision of HYDE PARK CLARKSVILLE

the original inhabitants of Austin. Oops, I mean Waterloo. 408 E.43rdSt. » 512/459-8922 1221 West Lynn = 512/477-5514

Yours,

— Carla Feldpausch Siegle,
4210 Ave C
<cmf@grandecom.net>

LB & = Jw%ﬁjﬂ s -,

SAINT GEORGE’S
EPISCOPAL DAY SCHOOL

EarthArt has moved from
the little orange house at 7th
and Lamar to 211 North
Loop, next to Epoch

New Hours:
Sunday 10-4, Mon-Sat 10-7
18 h tAEL FAITHV?TWEII‘)COME’:? X The Beauty of Nature, The Artistry of Generations
months to 5 years ¢+ Week Days ¢ 7 am to 6 pm Jewelrv & Handicrafts f the Global C it
Experienced Teachers ¢ Large Shaded Playground ewey andicralts from the Lylobal Lommumty
Austin Bryan
WWW.STGEORGES-AUSTIN.ORG 211 North Loop(53rd) 209 South Main Street
Katie Youngblood, Director ¢ 512-452-6063 Tel: 512.693.9400 Tel: 979.779.8208

stgeorgeschool@stgeorges-austin.org
4301 North IH 35, Austin, Texas 78722
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make @ mosaic sketch a still life play with clay

g
decoupage  table lamy cmbroider vhe shade

walkih cohnect create

4520 Burnet Rd
www.artpadstudio.com
512.323.0802

Tai Chi

Hyde Park
Thursday 6-7pm
Trinity Methodist
600 E 50"
$10/class

1% Class Free

AustinTaiChi.com 420-9412

Paity Mora
$12420.0035

|

www. PetGirlsPetSitting.com

Hyrche Park

<€
>

“Where Families
Grow Toge’cher”

9:15 a.m. Sunday School
10:30 a.m. Morning Worship

Hyde Park Christian Church

(Disciples of Christ)
610 East 45™ Street
(512) 452-2596

www.hydeparkcc.org

Youth Groups
1-12 Grades, meet on Sunday evenings.
We will meet from 5:00 p.m. — 7:00 p.m.

Ban the Blowers!

Hyde Park residents are being asked to refrain
from using leaf blowers, including electrical
ones, and to ask their lawn service companies to re-
frain from using them. Frequently, homeowners are
misinformed about the necessity or benefits of leaf
blower use, or they believe that the lawn service com-
panies “know best.” Sometimes homeowners who are
away during the day are unaware of blowers being
used on their property.

At times, we’ve seen blower operators endlessly
blowing off even tree trunks, walls, bushes, and cars, as
well as public curbs and street areas, with little benefit
and serious drawbacks. In reality, the pristine appear-
ance created by blowing debris off a driveway, sidewalk,
or deck is very short-lived, since the material has mere-
ly been displaced, not removed, and is wind-carried right
back to its original spot, sometimes immediately.

Concerned? Call your lawn service company

Most lawn service companies will refrain from us-
ing blowers at the homeowner’s request, although this
will mean the driveway and sidewalk and other surfaces
will not be blown free of every leaf and particle of dust---
a condition that is usually unnecessary. However, service
without blowing off all the surfaces should be cheaper
(ask for a discount), because of the time and fuel saved.
For the few jobs where brooms and rakes are substituted
for blowers, there will probably be an added cost. Note
that many mowers will remove or mulch lawn leaves,
making blowers unnecessary for that purpose.

Leaf blower bans in other cities

There are two reasons why numerous cities con-
cerned about quality of life have severely restricted or,
increasingly, banned leaf blower use entirely: the air pol-
lution they create increases the risk of lung disease and
allergic reactions for everyone, not just the blower oper-
ator. And their loud, grating noise disturbs the calm and
quiet associated with good neighborhoods.

All blowers pollute

As to air pollution: Blowers, including electrical ones,
generate wind speeds up to 250 miles per hour. They lift
into the air (or “entrain,” speaking scientifically) large
quantities of dust, debris, fecal matter, spores, mold,
allergens, carcinogens, pesticides, herbicides, and small-
micron particulate matter. All of this is especially harmful
to children and pets (air pollution exposure per pound of
body weight is the relevant measure), but everyone who
goes outdoors — the pedestrian, runner, bicyclist, porch-
sitter, stroller-pusher, and back-yarder — is at risk for
increased allergies and lung disease.

Particulate matter or “PM” refers to tiny particles
that are 10 or fewer microns in diameter, which remain
airborne for hours and even days after a blower has been
used.These particles are associated with cardiopulmonary
disease, bronchitis, asthma and other allergic reactions,
and a decreased ability to fight infection. The California
Air Resources Board has estimated that one leaf blow-
er entrains (or puts into the atmosphere) five pounds of

Continued on following page
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PM per hour. Those experiencing respiratory or allergy
problems when pollen season is not in force may want
to assess whether leaf blower use or exposure could be
responsible. Moreover, it is noteworthy that street dust
activated by blowers is not an innocent pollutant. It has
been found to contain lead, mercury, and arsenic, as well
as other minerals and carcinogens.

Gasoline-powered blowers pollute even more
Particulate pollution is a problem with both electri-
cal and gasoline-powered blowers, but the latter, which
are far more commonly in use, create additional health
hazards. They emit carbon monoxide and all the oth-
er pollutants generated by gasoline engines. This they do
in spades. It has been estimated that the toxic emissions
of one gasoline-powered blower are, minute for minute,
equivalent to the smog generated by 17 cars. Unlike cars,
blowers generate smog but are not subject to emissions
control standards at present. And blower pollutants are
concentrated in a small area — a yard or part of a block
— unlike auto smog, which is distributed over a larger
area as the car travels forward.

Hyde Park Issues

A committee has been formed to address blower use
in Hyde Park. To help or contribute comments, please
contact Mary Lou Serafine at <sonata0516@yahoo.com>
or call her at 220-5452.

In forthcoming issues of the Pecan Press, look for arti-
cles on Leaf Blower Noise Pollution and Are Leaf Blowers
Really Necessary?

— Mary Lou Serafine

NAILS

OF AMERICA & SPPA

A Dwevcury Naile Salon

aye brow wax
or manicure w/
pedicure service

Gaod -Mon=Thiurs only

1000 E. 4151 Shreet #8220
512-374-1917

it's your move.

It doesn’t work to leap a
20 foot chasm in two 10 foot
jumps. Don't go it alone.

Call your Area Expert.

ALI CARTER

REALTOR® Broker

(512) 293 2206

www.yourmoveaustin.com

REALTY ] B

Metheodist Chiurch

Welcoming and affirming all people inclusive of Race, Nationality,
Age, Gender, Gender Identity, Marital Status, Sexual Orientation,
Physical Ability, Mental Ability, Economic Class,
or Educational Class.

Where Y ou
("/aﬁ BC

W1,
( 4
\ -
diversity welcomed. diversity affirmed.
diversity celebrated!

Inclusive, Nature-affirming, Creative Worship
Sundays at 8:50 AM & 11:10 AM

600 E. 50th St. / Austin, TX 78751
(512) 459-5835 www.tumc.org
(one block east of Duval)
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Window Cleaning

" Woman Owned
& Operated

Commercial
. & Residential

AFFORDABLE

Fully Insured

444-1954

www.gwyndows.com

oin us Thursdays

from 9 to 10 am,

and hear all about
our unique approach
to learning. Coffees are
held in the former
Perry Mansion.

4100 Red River, Austin 78751 = 451-1044 = www.samschool.org

Hyde Park’s KPM Institute
Hosts Free Event

“A Field of Potential”
M] Neal, AIA and Viviane Vives

M]J and Vivianne will explore the historical and
architectural importance of the KPM Institute campus
and its buildings, and will outline possibilities for pre-
serving the past while moving into the future. Light
refreshments will be served. MJ and Viviane found-
ed MJ Neal Architects, located at 4220 Duval, and are
residents of Hyde Park. You can see examples of their
work at <www.mjneal.com>. They are also parents of
a 4th grader at Sri Atmananda Memorial School oper-
ated by KPM Institute, located at 4100 Red River.

We hope that you can join us for this lively dis-
cussion — February 28, 2008, 6:30pm to 8:00pm; in
Ceremony Hall on the KPM Institute Campus, 4100
Red River (across from Hancock shopping center).

—  Melissa Graham-LaMure, 467-2820,
<melissagrahamlamure@kpminstitute.org>

(Note: MJ Neal was recently awarded the American Institute of
Architecture’s 2008 Institute Honor Award for Interior Architecture.)

flyde Park Docts — <

Definition

There are ways to define words, the
ones expected, through Webster or
the OED, the way academics and
pundits and newspapers use them.
There are other ways, many,

the definition of body or heart,

the memory of the word when first
thrust upon us, when first overheard,
when stolen from an inappropriate source.
Two ways of seeing, of hearing, of feeling may
enrich; two ways may negate, may
bring disgrace upon a verse, may

call into question an innocent request.
Words, flung around us in print, in
broadcast, we take for granted, yet,
like herpes or strep they can roll off,
benign or latch shredding nostrils and
lungs, drawing out plasma, settling,
drowning the body, the soul. I sit in
awe, my hands tingling as I type, in
wonder that a self-proclaimed woman
of low adventure risks using words,
risks wounding another, risks being
judged as Patient Zero.

— January 7, 2008
Nancy Taylor Day
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Lucien, Stirling and Gray We are an independent, Austin-based in-

Advisory Group, Inc. vestment advisoty and financial planning

firm specializing in unique, personal rela-
tionships with all of our clients.

We offer fee-based asset management and
\ - TR By, Ty lanning services to people who know that
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LUCIEN, STIRLING ¢y GRAY

ADVISORYGROUP ™M
Located in the Historic Jobhn Rutledge House “Smart Decisions About Serions Money”
4005 Guadalupe - Austin, TX 78751
(512) 458-2517
www.lsggroup.com Celebrating 10 Years in Hyde Park!

info@lsggroup.com

VOTED "BEST TAKE QUT”
BY
THE AUSTIN CHRONICLE

Asian favorites.
Close to home.

st Hancock Center
1000 E 41st St
71 G Austin, TX 78751

| Eesst 512.382.3860

Eat in. Take Away.

peiwei.com
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Crime Report

— by Carol Welder
Q' y

Crime is on the rise citywide and the
police are asking for our assistance. A
Commander’s Forum, sponsored by the
Austin Police Department, was held on
January 16th to inform citizens of trends

in crime, report on recent statistics and to
address questions and concerns. I have
attended several of these meetings where the
officers outnumbered the citizens, but this
was not the case at this meeting. The room
was full, with standing room only. No doubt
a result of the recent increase in tire slashings

and break-ins.

Commander Antonia Singletary stated that crime
was up citywide. She reported that, in the 4th quarter
of the year, there had been a 50% increase in robberies,
a 14% decrease in aggravated assaults, a 4% increase
in burglary of residences and a 9% increase in bur-
glary of vehicles. She reported that out of the 64 auto
thefts in the 4th quarter, 16 had the keys left inside
the car. We still need to do a better job of protect-
ing ourselves. She mentioned how important citizen
awareness is in helping the police apprehend crimi-
nals. In one instance, 4 suspects were apprehended on
a burglary charge because a UPS man called 911 to re-
port that he saw the men running with guns.

The Commander then explained a new program
called MOUSETRAP. This is when an officer may
look inside your vehicle to see if anything of val-
ue is in sight. When I came out of the meeting, there
was a card on my windshield checking off that a cell
phone or accessory was in sight. I knew that I had
my cell phone with me, but after looking more close-
ly, I saw that a device used for air purification was
plugged into my cigarette lighter. I never thought that
this might make my car a target for theft. (Hmm, I
guess I have more work to do in learning to think like
a criminal!) Another program being used by APD is
called AROW, targeting apartment complexes to raise
awareness of becoming more alert to suspicious activ-
ity.

Neighbors asked questions about the best meth-
ods for protecting our homes. The Commander said
that an officer will come to your home to advise you
on security measures. The officers said that alarm
systems are effective because, in addition to scaring
off criminals, they alert neighbors. Reinforcing your
doors with 3” screws is good, but a deadbolt is only as

Continued on following page
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secure as the door frame. Contact a lock & key com-
pany for a bid. When to call 911 was also discussed.
The Commander said that if you want an officer to re-
spond, call 911. Calling 311 is to make a report, not

to get an immediate response. In calling 911, it is im-
portant to report what happened, when it happened,
where it happened and to have a description of the
person or vehicle. Staying alert and following your in-
stinct is advised.

Carol Jackson, one of our Neighborhood Watch
block captains, has volunteered to get more informa-
tion on a program called Citizens on Patrol. We plan
to establish a volunteer group who walk the neigh-
borhood at varying times of day assisting the police
by calling in suspicious activity. As soon as we get
more details, we will let you know. It is important to
invite our District Representative, Officer A] Rodri-
guez, to neighborhood meetings in order that he gets
to know us better. Hyde Park now has over 40 block
captains (see the roster on page 2 of this issue), but in
reviewing the neighborhood map, we could use more
help, especially north of 45th St. Please let me know if
you are interested in finding out more about Neigh-
borhood Watch.

—  Carol Welder
HPNA Crime and Safety Chair
459-6205, <cjwelder @msn.com>

NOW is a great time for a
positive, healthy beginning!
Upgrade your current workout or
start fresh. Strong bodies don't just
look good. Improve your glucose
and cholesterol levels, reduce blood
pressure, and boost metabolism.

Let's get started NOW,

KIRBY'S

KIRBY SAMS, cscs
512.452.6533

kds.riptorn@juno.com

Hyde Park Gym

4121 Guadalupe Street m
Austin Tx 78751

THE AVENUE D TEAM

SERVING HYDE PARK SINCE SPEEDWAY WAS A RACETRACK*

| found it.

Sam Archer

Realtor

Coldwell Banker
633-4650
sarcher@chunited.com

It's that
easy.

| financed it.

Mortgage Banker
PrimeLending
381-4642

zblunt@primelending.com

Purchases - Listings - Investment Properties - Refinancing - Tax Consultation - Commercial

* not really.
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A PERSONAL ASSISTANT SERVICE

WE WORK FOR YOUR WEEKEND!

WWW. AUSTINCALENDARGIRLS.COM

Construction

Decks, Fences and Custom Woodwork
Pain-in-the-Neck Problems Solved
Friendly, Affordable, Hyde Park Based
Call Matthew Young 419-7650

Working Hands

Minor to Moderate Repairs and Remodeling

HybridRealtor@Stanberry.com o

Hyde Park Residents &

| Jeff Baker
: 619-7421

Kate Baker
750-0376

4000 Duval Street

Stanberrye) Associates

Neighborhood Realtors

flyde Park Pocts e
Flying Animals

No human could imagine

animals which fly.

They had to come visually,

in a world where miracles

would be commonplace

if we had enough eyes.

Bird flight is no simple thing,

for we measure the distance between
a hummingbird and a swan

in terms through which a mind may travel
but no bird has ever flown.

Between a toucan and a sparrow,

a butterfly hangs limpid in the air,
no more helpless upon freshets

than the wrist of a woman

who wants a man’s attention.

I could speak of beauty here,

or in the same breath, engineering,
but talk about animals flying

will not succeed except in poetry.

— Robert Elzy Cogswell
November 2006

Found

Now that would be a grand series, what in life has

shown up, emerged, unearthed itself. Not the typical
treasure-hunter show, not the divers at the site of
Atlantis’s demise, nor the showmanship of the Egyptian
archeological minister who smiles at the camera while
revealing the wrinkled, darkened, preserved skin of
centuries’ ago Pharaoh. What I'd like to see is how a child
found a kitten, or a man a sweet woman, or the post office
the Valentine sent 75 years ago to a cowboy herding cattle
in Montana. I waited at the edge of my driveway yesterday,
waited for the tiny white postal vehicle, received in hand a
stack of flyers and magazines, a catalogue, a check, a card
elegantly addressed, delayed by who knows what, perhaps
a thing as simple as my zip code, the station terminal too
far south for quick delivery. Found the most eloquent bits
of paper, perfectly penned poems, crawling out when I
opened the flap, curling into my palm, stretching a bit
after a cramped trip, murmuring: are we here yet?

Oh, yes, my lovelies, you are definitely here.

— Nancy Taylor Day
January 15, 2008

Page 18 — February, 2008 — Pecan Press



QUALITY CRAFTSMANSHlP

MAGIC SPACES

I-'" x

N P

HASSAW
HOMES

. -

design - complete project managment (512) 452-2514 - hassawhomes.com

LYOn

2e Broo REALIOR®

O a 490 0499 O A909 0460

40 ce@|vonrealestate ne

Pecan Press — February, 2008 — Page 19



City Plumbing Company
35 YEARS EXPERIENCE
453-1115
Sewer and Water Heater Replacement
Slab Leaks ® Gas Leaks

Sewer and Drain Cleaning Service
Repairs ¢ Re-pipes ® Remodels

ALL YOUR PLUMBING NEEDS

Creature Co mfo rts
Quality Fet Care In Your Home

For Your Yacations |
Daily Dog Walke while at work
Total Cat Care
Plant/Home Care

Many years of experience

Cathy McDowell
451-4392  M3-4214(cel)
www.ccomforts.com

Pecan Press is on-line at
<www.austinhydepark.org>

Specializing
in the mamtenance

and repalrs
foryour EUrOpean Car

For Bookings
512.453.5050

service@revolutionmotors.com

vw @ audi ® saab ® mini ® bmw ® volvo ® peugeot ® mercedes

www.revolutionmotors.com

*These Coupons May Only Be Used One At ATime

110090 FREE !

N

LAMAR

809 Capital Ct
—_—

revolunono
- | Parts & Labor |
| for newicustomers j
on all repairs

Diagnostic Code

SAVE $85

g,
‘Guadalupe

45th Street

Check Engine Light

flyde Park Pocts e

Making a Moment of
No Importance

Either by wind or temperature,

the night explains to the trees

that it’s time to get on with their lives.
On such a night, I sit inside a car
underneath a venerable pecan tree
and hear a tympanum section to rival
the finest orchestral passions.

In the morning old couples

walk the streets and collect the food
thrown down during the insanity.
They echo the footfalls

of my hidden ancestors,

the ones who never heard of Paris

or London, who walked beneath

these very trees and picked up

food from the ground,

who never knew that this satisfaction
gave them protein, gave them life itself.
They lived like domestic animals

in the hallowed presence

of each precious present moment.
Today to shell pecans I must

shut out the world, answer no e-mails,
find a quiet porch and remember stillness.

— Robert Elzy Cogswell
November 2006
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Hyde

*C pTHERIVE HolDER PrATHER

REALTOR®

BUYING OR SELLING -

YOUR REAL ESTATE NEEDS
ARE MY FIRST CONCERN.

297-8150
m feel free to call me,

even if just to ask questions

www.moreland.com

LANIER PLUMBING

Pont fuss, call us!

2300 Pasadena Dr., Austin, Texas 78757
Complete Repain Service

 Hot Water Heaters
 New Installations
» Gas Inspections

. Siab Logks 450-1673

Family Owned and Serving Austin since 1931
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flyde Park Pocts

Bach and Bill Gates

Cursors blink, there’s a way to set the speed unlike

with time passing, it clicks along, JS Bach knew time exactly,
note by note playing life out on harpsichord.

I wonder when people first noticed time,

the big chunks of day and night, then bigger chunks

of seasons. We have carved time up into uglier

and more beautiful components. Cursors blink as I write,

digital watches count as we talk, eyes flicker as we gaze

at loved ones, hearts beat as we embrace. Numbers get

a bad rap on standardized tests, dreaded math, but when

we think of love numbers, coos and kisses, cuddles and orgasms,
caresses and smiles, numbers hold us together, invisible cords
woven from essential spirit. The cursor keeps blinking,

elegant black against my white screen, odd, this poet rarely
understands things in black and white, blinking, beating,

pulses everywhere, colored and discolored, sounds raspy to some,
comforting to others of us. For you who need quiet, there is

a place, for you who need white space, there is that, for you who
need time unencumbered by convention, there is that, too.

The cursor blinks. My coffee gets cold. Light is fading, not diurnally
but with this season. Time, that big chunk we call summer, is folding
away her beach towel, taking with her the scents of allure and
competition. The cursor blinks. Stopping it? I lack the power,
wouldn’t desire that power, even if it meant having everything all
at once. The cursor. Of all things constant, it is here with me,
here every morning, here when I create and invent and call onto
the page moments of friendship. Where does this morning fit into
my life? The cursor knows. Time, each moment strung out on my
pages, a long story, many elegant images on paper textured with
foot prints, watermarked with tears and sweat and spilled iced tea.
Autographed, loved ones’ real names. The cursor keeps blinking.

— Nancy Taylor Day
October 2007
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HybridRealtor@Stanberry.com

Hyde Park Resident & Neighborhood REALTOR®

Address: 3713 Robinson
Listed For: $289,000

French Place classic. Tastefully remodeled home in the heart of French Place
features fully updated kitchen and bathroom, beautiful hardwoods, designers
colors, versatile 3rd bedroom or 2nd living rm, standing seam metal roof, and
private backyard w deck.

Address: 4833 Red River
Listed For: $259,000

Charming Bungalow remodel in the Hyde Park area. Fully updated kitchen

with custom cabinets and granite counters, Large inviting front porch, long
leaf pine flooring, designer colors, updated bath with a claw-foot tub and a

great fenced yard and garage.

Address: 509 East 41st Street
Listed For: $415,000

Classic Arts and Crafts cottage with sep. studio/guest home/or rental.
Convenient to everything and on a huge lot. Amazing 3/1 main house
features dramatic architecture/original stained wood work throughout/large
kitchen with original cab./tall ceilings/private backyard garden retreat.

Address: 912 East 37th Street
Listed For: $419,000

Charming bungalow w/bright 1/1 garage apt. Just remodeled. Features
custom kitchen cabs., granite counters, new appliances, hrdwd flooring,
recent int. paint, Irg dining & laundry, Irg 50"X 150’lot, 2 car garage. Apt has
sep. laundry room/hardwood flooring/central heat and AC. Very private.

Address: 301 East 38th Street m

Listed For: $359,000

Stunning restored duplex. Both 2/1 units upgraded but still w/historic charm.
Live in one, home office/rent the other. Both rent for $1250+/m. Huge lot
backing the new “Sparky” park. Both units - hardwood flooring/central heat
and AC/total kitchen upgrades/period detailing/separately fenced yards.

Address: 4530 Avenue H . T'f”}.'f- AT
Listed For: $419,000 gy 1 ;

Amazing 3/2 on a corner lot. Lee Elemantary. Classic bungalow remodel with
2 living areas and 2 dining rooms. Hardwood flooring, glass fronted cab./
stainless Jenn-Air cooktop, period lighting and hardware.

Jeff Baker 619-7421

ABOR, REALTOR®, Former State Licensed Appraiser REALTORS®

Pecan Press — February, 2008 — Page 23



HYDE PARK HOMES GALLERY
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4500 Avenue H 204 East 50" Street 5509 Avenue G
Two houses on one lot, 3BR, Cute Hyde Park cottage with New construction, spring
2BA & 1BR, 1BA. Great hardwood floors & updates. completion. 4BR, 4BA, great
investment property. 3BR, 1BA & 1Liv. room. +2495 Sq ft per builder.
Listed at $375,000 Listed at $269,500 Listed at $625,000

e

T

5312 Evans Avenue 4602 Avenue F 606 & 608 West 312 Street

Two rentals on one lot, both New construction. 4BR, 3BA, Two restored homes on two
2BR, 1BA with wood floors. 2Liv. Lee Elementary. lots to be sold as package.
Listed at $335,000 Listed at $732,600 Listed at $795,000

Your Hyde Park Real Estate Expert

Call Suzanne today for a free market analysis on your home

or investment property. Over 15 years experience marketing
and selling Hyde Park!

Suzanne Pringle
REALTOR®, Broker

Mobile 512.217.1047
Avenue_One pringle@aveone.com
Properties aveone.com




