
	 When:	 7:00	p.m.			
	 	 Monday,	January	5,	2009	
	 Where:	 Hyde	Park	United		
	 	 Methodist	Church	
	 	 4001	Speedway
	 Who:	 YOU	and	your	neighbors
	 Note:	 HPNA	general	meetings	usually 	
	take	place	on	the	first	Monday	of	each	month.
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See You There! 

Tapestry of Community on Display  
at Hyde Park Holiday Party

Perhaps	Susan	Kerr	summed	it	up	best:	The	Hyde	Park	holiday	party	is	like	a	tapestry,	a	
richly	woven	product	of	the	myriad	unique	threads	represented	by	this	neighborhood’s	

residents.	And,	as	Jim	Ellinger	learned,	it’s	also	a	great	way	to	get	a	hot	tip	on	a	trustworthy	
auto	mechanic	(thanks	to	Lisa	Harris!).

Continued on page 3

An	English	
teacher	and	writer,	
Susan	is	a	self-de-
scribed	"old-timer"	
of	Hyde	Park,	hav-
ing	lived	here	since	
1975.	She	has	a	re-
markable	memory	
and	can	vividly	
describe	the	var-
ious	incarnations	
of	the	holiday	par-
ty	throughout	the	
years.	The	one	con-
stant,	she	said,	is	the	
wonderful	sense	of	in-
terconnectedness	among	
neighbors.

She	also	praised	the	
party	hosts,	Richard	
MacKinnon	and	John	Re-
bok	(pictured	above	left	
with	State	Rep	Elliott	Na-
ishtat,	US	Rep	Lloyd	
Doggett	and	Lloyd’s	wife	
Libby),	who	graciously	
opened	their	100-year-
old	Victorian	home	at	the	
northeast	corner	of	42nd	

Season’s Greeters: 
Party photos by 
Lorre Weidlich & 
Alice Dewberry



Page � — January, �009 — Pecan Press

Hyde Park Neighborhood Association
P. O Box 49427 • Austin, TX 78765

http://www.austinhydepark.org

— HPNA Officers/Steering Committee —
President  
• David Conner• daypaycon@yahoo.com    ........................... 627-0813
Vice President 
 • Michelle Paris-White • michelle.pariswhite@gmail.com ..................
Co-Secretaries • John Williams • jawilli@grandecom.net ...................
•   ...............................................VOLUNTEER NEEDED
Co-Treasurers •  Carol Jackson • caroljackson@austin.rr.com   
I Jay Aarons • ijaarons@aol.com  •  PO Box 49427, Austin, TX 78765
Additional Steering Committee Members: • Dorothy Richter • 
Stan Kozinzky • John Moore • Cynthia Lyons • Wanda Penn • Elaine 
Meenehan • Mark Fishman

HPNA Committee/Task Forces (w/chairs)
AISD • Ann S. Graham, 3815 Ave H .............................................458-8096
Alley Coordinator • Carol Burton, skywash@austin.rr.com .......................
Austin Neighborhoods Council Rep. • Lisa Harris, ljharrisus@yahoo.com
Beautification   .................................................... VOLUNTEER NEEDED
Children’s Programs •  ...................................... VOLUNTEER NEEDED
Church/Neighborhood Liaison • Niyata Spelman, 3802 Ave. F. 459-8349
Communications/Web • Robin Silberling, robin@wcook.org .....452-1783
Crime & Safety • Carol Welder, 4101 Ave F, cjwelder@msn.com ...459-6205
Development Review  
Catherine Moore • chmoore@austin.rr.com  .................................569-1047
Finance • Nick Van Bavel, nvb123@yahoo.com .........................................
Graffiti Patrol   ................................................... VOLUNTEER NEEDED 
Homes Tour • Barbara Gibson • bg@ghrdlaw.com .....................................
Membership • Jim & Eileen Genevro, jgenevro@earthlink.net ...401-3803
Neighborhood Planning • Karen McGraw, 4315 Ave. C  ............459-2261
Local Historic District • Lorre Weidlich, lweidlich@mail2sevenseas.com 
Shipe Park •  Mark Fishman, m.fishman@yahoo.com ...............656-5505
Sidewalks • Andrew Shea, shea.andrew@gmail.com ..................................
Social • Deaton Bednar, deatonbednar@grandecom.net ..............................
Tree Preservation • JP Moore, johnpaulmoore@austin.rr.com  ...789-7025
Triangle Development • Cathy Echols, 4002 Ave. C ...................206-0729
Zoning • Dorothy Richter, 3901 Ave. G ........................................452-5117

Pecan Press
The Pecan Press is published monthly

by the Hyde Park Neighborhood Association in Austin, Texas.
Note: Each month’s ad and editorial deadline is 

the 15th of month preceding publication.

Editor
Grant Thomas 450-0464 <hgthomas@youthlaunch.org>

Associate Editor
Sarah Sitton 459-4530 207 E. 39th St.

Poetry Editor
Nancy Taylor Day 892-0127 <nancy@creativitymoms.com>  

4001 Duval (Salon) 78751

Crime & Safety Chairman 
Carol Welder <cjwelder@msn.com>

Production Manager/Advertising Director
Robert M. Farr 731-0617 <bobfarr@austin.rr.com>

Mail Ad Payments to:  
Carol Jackson. P.O. Box 49427, Austin, TX 78765

Mail Ad Artwork to:
Robert M. Farr <bobfarr@austin.rr.com>
7500 Chelmsford Dr. Austin,TX 78736

Distribution Coordinator
Rimas Remeza • 4105 Ave. F • 371-3158 

 <uimas.remeza@yahoo.com>

Area Coordinators
North of 45th/West of Duval • Pam Dozler ........................ 458-8927
North of 45th/East of Duval • Jay Gerard & Carrie Laughlin  371-1546
South of 45th/West of Speedway • Robert Morris & Kathryn Kotrla .. 
   ................................................................................. 371-7246
South of 45th/East of Speedway • Martha Campbell ......... 452-2815

Contributors
Glen Alyn, Candy Gray Becker, Cynthia Beeman, Laurence Becker, Deaton 
Bednar, Mary Collins Blackmon, George Bristol, Chris Brown, Sharon 
Brown, Lewis Brownlow, Kathryn Bryn, Mark Burkhardt, Amon Burton, 
Martha Campbell, Inga Marie Carmel, Josephine Casey, Nicole Caspers, 
Kitty Clark, Carol Cohen Burton, William Cook, Susan Crites Krumm, 
Celeste Cromack, Rob D’Amico, Herb Dickson, Avis Davis, Don Davis, 
Pam Dozler, Russell Duke, Cathy Echols, Carla Feldpausch Siegle, Merle 
Franke, Gregory Free, Larry Freilich, Eugene George, Mary Carolyn 
George, Larry Gilg, Susan Gilg, Ann S. Graham, Carolyn E. Grimes, 
Rachel Hector, Ben Heimsath, Albert Huffstickler, Liz Jones, Barbara 
Kelly, John Kerr, Susan Kerr, Bo Kersey, Susan Kirk, Mike Kintner, Dennis 
Lensing, Karen McGraw, Sharon Majors, Jason Mann, Libby Malone, 
Alan Marburger, Peter Maxson, Brook Meggs, Elaine Meenehan, Fred 
Meredith, Susan Moffat, John Paul Moore, Jack Nokes, Jill Nokes, Wren 
Nokes Willeford, Wanda Penn, Cecil Pennington, Peter Pfeiffer, Dorothy 
Richter, Walter Richter, Kristen De La Rosa, Steve Sadowsky, Mary Lou 
Serafine, Sheree Scarborough, Jaime Shimkus, Cathy Short, Sarah Sitton, 
Thad Sitton, Clay Smith, Niyianta Spelman, Jenna Stephens, Julie Strong, 
Kathleen Strong, Debbie Trammell, Rollo Treadway, Lao Tzu, Jennifer 
Vickers, Katie Vignery, Sandra Villalaz-Dickson, Lorre Weidlich, Hanna 
Wiseman Jacobs, Joe Wiseman.

From the President’s Desk:

Third,	(drum	roll),	we	are	
only	six	months	away	from	our	
34th	Annual	Hyde	Park	Homes	
Tour!	As	everyone	remembers,	
the	Homes	Tour	did	not	occur	last	
year,	as	we	decided	to	focus	in-
stead	on	laying	the	foundation	
for	our	LHD	effort.	This	event	is	
not	only	loved	by	residents	and	
Austinians	alike,	it	is	one	of	our	
largest	fund	raising	events.	So,	I’m	
pleased	to	report	that	this	year’s	
Homes	Tour	Committee	Chair	is	
volunteer	extraordinaire	Barbara	
Gibson.	Please	let	Barbara	know	if	
you	have	interest	in	volunteering	
for	this	wonderful	event.	

In	mentioning	fund	raising,	the	
HPNA	raises	money	from	basical-
ly	two	ways	–	advertising	from	the	
Pecan	Press,	and	the	annual	Homes	
Tour	(ticket	sales,	ad	sales,	and	cor-
porate	underwriting).	HPNA	is	
very	lucky	that	we	have	these	fund	
generators,	as	other	neighborhoods	
are	not	so	fortunate.	

With	these	funds,	the	neigh-
borhood	association	can	offer	
programs that benefit our resi-
dents.	So,	in	the	next	couple	of	
months,	I	will	be	writing	in	the	Pe-
can	Press	about	other	committees	
such	as	Sidewalks,	Children’s	Pro-
grams, Beautification and their 
purposes.	However,	if	you	have	
any	questions,	please	do	not	hes-
itate	in	contacting	any	HPNA	
Officer or Steering Committee 
member.	One	more	thing:	I’d	like	
to	invite	everyone	to	make	one	
particular	New	Year’s	resolution:	
To	become	an	active	member	with	

Now	that	the	new	year	is	upon	
us,	there	are	a	couple	of	important	
neighborhood-	related	matters	to	
mention:

First,	the	2009	HPNA	budget	
is	on	track	to	be	presented	to	the	
general	neighborhood	association	
meeting	in	January.	

Second,	the	HPNA	Steering	
Committee	has	selected	a	preserva-
tion consulting firm to assist in the 
Local	Historic	District	(LHD)	ap-
plication	process.

the	Hyde	Park	Neighborhood	As-
sociation!	So	on	behalf	of	the	2009	
HPNA	Steering	Committee,	I	wish	
all our readers a happy and fulfill-
ing	New	Year!

Hello,	I	hope	everyone	had	a	nice	and	safe	Holiday!	I	personally	want	to	thank	Deaton	
Bednar	and	her	team	of	fellow-	volunteers	in	planning	the	great	HPNA	Holiday	Party	

and	thank	our	gracious	hosts,	Rich	MacKinnon	and	John	Rebok,	for	allowing	the	party	to	be	
held	at	their	wonderful	home.

—	 David	Conner	
HPNA	President	
<daypaycon@yahoo.com>
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Send in your articles, letters, and photos (but not your 
poetry*) by the 15th of each month to:

	 Editor,	Pecan Press
	 4106	Avenue	F
	 Austin,	TX	78751
	 <hgthomas@youthlaunch.org>

*Send your poems to: 
	 Nancy	Taylor	Day
	 4001	Duval
	 Austin	78751
	 <nancy@creativitymoms.com>

We Welcome Your Submissions to Pecan Press

Note: The Pecan Press will not publish unsigned/unattributed poetry. All poems (even if written under a pen 
name) must carry a name and address or phone number for identification and verification purposes.

Please enclose a self-addressed, 
stamped envelope for return of your 
materials.

HPNA Membership Info

All memberships expire on September 30th 
of each year. 

�
Membership in HPNA is open to all 
residents aged 18 years or older who reside 
within the boundaries of Hyde Park or 
within 300 feet of the designated 
boundaries.  

�
New members, and members who lapse in 
dues for over six months, are eligible to 
vote at HPNA meetings 30 days after 
receipt of dues.

Hyde Park Neighborhood Association Enrollment         2008-09 Membership

Name  ______________________________________________ Phone ___________________

Address _____________________________________________________________________                                                                                

   I wish to be notified via email of HPNA meetings and events.

Email ____________________________________________________

Dues (per person)

  Standard - $5/year       Senior Citizen- $1/year

  New Member       Renewing Member

Payment:    Check        Cash  Date ____________

All memberships expire on September 30th of each year.  

Bring to an HPNA 
meeting, or send to: 

HPNA Membership
P.O. Box 49427
Austin, Texas  78765

Make checks payable to HPNA.   

and	Speedway.	Why	were	they	willing	to	have	
an	estimated	130	adults	and	30	children	traipse	
through	their	immaculate,	three-story	home?	
"Deaton	asked	us,	and	you	don't	say	no	to	Dea-
ton,"	said	John.	That	was	the	laugh	line,	but	the	
truth	is	they	love	to	entertain	guests	and	often	
hosted	the	Hyde	Park	socials	of	years	past.

Deaton	Bednar,	of	course,	chairs	the	Social	
Committee	of	the	Hyde	Park	Neighborhood	As-
sociation	and	has	helped	to	organize	this	event	
for	the	past	four	years.	That	involves	lining	up	
contributors,	and,	once	again,	NeWorlDeli	pro-
prietors	Greg	and	Sarah	Bontempo	pitched	in	
with	a	lavish	spread	that	far	surpassed	standard	
appetizer	fare.	Carefully	planned	to	minimize	
mess	(an	effort	that	Rich	greatly	appreciates),	the	
menu	featured	smoked	salmon,	stuffed	mush-
room	caps,	pigs	in	a	blanket,	veggie	sandwiches	
and	more.

Partygoers	raved.	"I	regret	that	I	had	only	one	
cordon	bleu;	it	was	excellent!"	said	cabinet	mak-
er	Mike	Kintner.	The	desserts	were	contributed	
by	attendees,	who	brought	cookies	and	brownies	
and	cakes	homemade	with	TLC.	HPNA	provided	
wine,	beer	and	soft	drinks.

HPNA provided a welcome feast for all including 
Hyde Park’s Mayor-for-Life Dorothy Richter.

Holiday Party: A Tapestry of Community...
      …cont’dfrompage1

Continued on page 4
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Hyde Park Presbyterian Church
3913 Ave B  • 459-7747

www.hydeparkpresbyterianaustin.org

Sunday Worship service 10:30 AM
Nursery Available

Community and Camaraderie
A	goal	of	this	event,	Deaton	said,	was	to	em-

phasize	community	and	camaraderie	 and	
decidedly	not	to	focus	on	any	of	the	religious	(or	
nonreligious)	observations	celebrated	at	this	time	
of	year.	“It	isn’t	a	meeting,”	she	explained.	“We’re	
not	honoring	some	historic	event.	No	one	has	to	
bring	anything.”

Nevertheless,	bring	they	did,	not	only	the	
baked	goods,	but	also	gift	cards	and	checks	and	
presents	 enough to fill four large trash bags 
 for	the	Helping	Hand	Home	for	Children	at	
38th	and	Avenue	B.	In	keeping	with	the	theme	of	
community,	HPNA	had	encouraged	donations	
for the 115-year-old not-for-profit agency, which 
offers	residential	treatment	and	foster	care	servic-
es	for	abused,	neglected	and	abandoned	youth.	
"It's	a	wonderful	organization,"	Deaton	said.	Our	
neighbors,	with	the	coordination	and	encour-
agement	of	HHH	advocate	Linda	Pennington,	
clearly	agree.

Although	such	generosity	is	characteristic	of	
Hyde	Parkers,	it	was	not	a	requirement	to	attend	
the	party.	And,	despite	the	"no	agenda"	poli-
cy,	prospective	HPNA	members	were	welcome	
to	sign	up	on	site.	Association	president	David	
Conner	reported	that	two	people	joined	and	two	
renewed	their	membership	at	the	party.

Holiday Party Tapestry  
 …cont’dfrompage3

Continued on page 6

Generous gifts for Helping Hands Home for Children
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***Distress Sales***
Bank Foreclosures  FREE list of Bank-

owned Properties, Motivated sellers

Receive a FREE LIST
www.HydeParkFixerUppers.Info

Joe Zakes

Residential Remodeling
From Additions to Repairs

apcaustin.com

LANIER PLUMBING
Don’t	fuss,	call	us!	

Complete Repair Service
• Hot Water Heaters
• New Installations
• Gas Inspections
• Remodels
• Slab Leaks

Family Owned and Serving Austin since 1931

2300 Pasadena Dr., Austin, Texas 78757

450-1673

Winner
2007

Best	of
Austin

“Best	
eggrolls

and
hot&sour
soup	in
Austin”

—	Dale	Rice
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Hyde Park Handyman
Big or Small, We Do it All

PETE REED

20 Years Experience
Free Estimates
(512) 736-6539

Still,	said	Deaton,	"It	is	simply	a	time	to	come	
together	and	enjoy	each	other."	On	that	count,	
like	every	other,	the	party	was	a	smashing	suc-
cess,	with	festivities	lasting	until	11	pm.

Below	are	glimpses	of	some	of	the	partygoers.
The Vernons.	Jerry	and	Nancy	are	an	amiable	

couple who relish the sense of closeness they find 
in	Hyde	Park,	and	even	more	so	in	the	Towne	
Park	Trail	development,	where	they	own	a	town	
house.	“I	grew	up	in	a	small	town,”	said	Jerry,	
“and	even	though	I’ve	lived	all	over	the	world,	I	
love	that	this	feels	like	a	small	town	within	a	larg-
er	city.”	Local	residents	for	nine	years,	the	two	
cited	activities	such	as	HPNA	meetings,	parades	
and	home	tours	for	fostering	community	ties.	“It	
really	builds	roots,”	Jerry	said.	Both	are	now	re-
tired,	but	Nancy,	an	artist,	continues	to	work	
from	a	“tiny”	studio	in	her	home,	and	organized	
the	artist	exhibition	at	the	past	two	home	tours.	
Jerry	does	his	part	for	the	area	by	serving	as	a	
Crime	Watch	Block	Captain.

Sam Waring.	When	asked	why	he	attends	
the	HPNA	holiday	parties,	Sam	drew	from	his	
mental	storehouse	of	quotes.	From	the	lore	of	
mountaineering,	“Because	it’s	there,”	attribut-
ed	to	British	climber	George	Mallory	speaking	
of	Mount	Everest.	Next	drawing	from	his	Lyle	
Lovett	songbook,	he	paraphrased	the	poet/sing-
er/musician/bandleader:	“To	see	everybody	you	
haven’t	seen	since	the	last	time	somebody	died.”	
A	local	resident	from	1976	to	1983,	Sam	was	“in	
exile”	until	1997,	when	he	and	his	wife	bought	a	

Holiday Party Tapestry  
 …cont’dfrompage4

Continued on page 8

HPNA President David Conner gets to the point 
with Congressman Doggett
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house	at	47th	and	Avenue	H.	He	enjoys	the	op-
portunity	to	catch	up	with	his	neighbors	and	the	
folks	with	whom	he	served	in	the	Association	a	
few	years	ago,	when	he	was	secretary.	

The Brognans.	When	this	couple	entered	
the	room	with	their	two	young	children,	heads	
turned.	Yes,	baby	Knox	is	adorable,	but	it	was	
3-1/2-year-old	Maeve	who	really	stood	out.	Re-
splendent	in	a	frilly	white	gown	complete	with	
tiara,	she	might	have	been	a	visitation	from	the	
Sugar	Plum	Fairy.	Nope,	“she’s	a	princess	in	
training,”	explained	mom	Mireya,	who,	with	her	
husband,	Chris,	has	lived	in	the	neighborhood	
for about a decade. Maeve’s finery is not only for 
holiday parties. She changes outfits many times 
a	day	and	even	dresses	up	for	Hyde	Park	Pre-
school.	“But	she’s	also	a	total	tomboy	and	loves	
to	dig	in	the	dirt,”	Mireya	laughed.

The Firefighters.	It’s	well-known	that	Hyde	
Park loves its fire station. Nearly 40 years ago, the 
threatened	closure	of	the	1930s	building	at	43rd	
&	Speedway	prompted	the	community	to	rally	to	
its	defense	and	led	to	the	founding	of	the	HPNA.	
Two	subsequent	threats	were	also	defeated.	The	
brave firefighters and EMTs of Engine 9 return 
the	affection,	and	four	of	them,	on	duty	and	dap-
per	in	their	uniforms,	came	to	mingle	with	the	
residents	they	serve.	But	with	walkie-talkies	on	
hand	and	the	engine	parked	right	outside,	they	
were	ready	to	jump	to	action	if	necessary.

Holiday Party Tapestry  
 …cont’dfrompage6

Continued on page 10

Sam “Because it’s there,” Waring, being 
there.
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PremierRP Realty
Your neighborhood REALTOR
Sales • Investments • Property Management

PremierRP RG
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W. 34th St.

Like Hyde Park,
we are one of a kind.

3401 Guadalupe St.
512.479.9922

www.PRaustin.com Call to
day fo

r a
 FREE

broker’s 
analysis 
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IN THE MIDDLE
of a major life change

WITHOUT HEALTH INSURANCE?
If you’re between jobs, in school, or starting your own business, 

don’t sweat it. I have plans from Assurant Health designed 
with your needs in mind. To find out more about short term, 

student or individual medical coverage, call me today.

State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company • Bloomington, IL • statefarm.com®

See a local State Farm agent for more 
details on coverage, costs, restrictions, 
and renewability. Assurant Health 
products are underwritten and issued 
by Time Insurance Company, 
Milwaukee, WI, which is financially 
responsible for these products.  No 
member of the State Farm family of 
companies is financially responsible 
for these products. Assurant, Assurant 
Health and Time Insurance Company 
are not affiliates of State Farm.

P064001 02/06

Steve Vinklarek, Agent
3700 N IH 35
Austin, TX 78705
Bus: 512-452-0214
www.steveinsures.com
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Tai Chi
Hyde Park
Allandale
Far West
Enfield
S. Lamar
Will Cannon

AustinTaiChi.com 916-8919

 

 


   



4520 Burnet Rd 

www.artpadstudio.com 
512.323.0802 

William Cook.	A	thousand	residents	and/or	
observers	of	Hyde	Park	know	William’s	name,	
if	not	his	face.	A	computer	sciences	professor,	he	
has	moderated	the	Yahoo	news	group,	or	listserv-
er, for five years. William likes to “put a face to a 
name,”	and	the	party	name	tags	made	that	easy	
to	do.	Group	membership	has	exploded	during	
his	tenure	as	moderator,	from	about	20	to	nearly	
1,100.	He	attributes	that,	in	part,	to	simple	word	
of mouth. But also, when he first started, with no 
experience	running	such	a	group,	he	was	anony-
mous,	which	he	feels	upset	some	people.	After	he	
took	a	more	active	presence,	establishing	policies	
and	weighing	in	as	both	moderator	and	neighbor,	
trust	 and	activity	 grew.	Recently	he	found	
a	co-moderator,	which	expedites	the	posting	of	
messages	and	makes	the	news	group	even	more	
valuable.

The Nicholsons.	Taylor	and	David	are	excit-
ed	to	be	new	Hyde	Parkers	but,	a	little	nervous	
about	attending	a	party	where	they	knew	not	a	
soul, they came fortified with an ice-breaker: a 
homemade	tres	leches/vanilla	layer	cake.	Mar-
ried for five years, the young couple bought a 
home	at	50th	and	Avenue	H	in	September	2007,	
but	did	extensive	rehab	before	moving	in	last	
April.	The	new	kitchen	with	its	double	oven	was	
worth	the	wait,	Taylor	said.	They	learned	about	

Holiday Party Tapestry  
 …cont’dfrompage8

Putting a face to a name – William Cook

Continued on following page
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the	party	through	the	Yahoo	news	group	and	
were	glad	to	have	a	chance	to	make	connections	
in	person.	Welcome!

U.S. Rep. Lloyd Doggett.	What	HPNA	party	
would	be	complete	without	perennial	HP	boost-
er	Lloyd	Doggett?	The	UT	graduate	grew	up	a	
short	distance	from	the	party	site	and	offers	high	
praise	for	Hyde	Park.	He	noted	the	diversity	of	
its	residents	and	the	ways	in	which	it	is	unique,	
and	lauds	the	commitment	to	preservation	of	its	
character	and	homes.	In	fact,	his	two	homes,	just	
east	of	I-35	and	in	Washington,	D.C.,	are	both	in	
lovely	old	neighborhoods	that	cherish	their	res-
idential	architecture.	The	neighborhood	also	is	
special	to	Rep.	Doggett	because	it	is	here	that,	as	
a fledgling politician, he received support from 
two	dear	friends,	Dorothy	and	Walter	Richter,	as	
he first sought office. With 14 years (to date) of 
service	in	the	U.S.	Congress,	and	having	survived	
some	curious	redistricting,	he	remains	a	highly	
popular	and	valued	legislator	in	the	Austin	area.

Thank	you	to	the	Hyde	Park	Neighbor-
hood	Association,	its	many	committees,	our	
extraordinary	Social	Chair	Ms.	Bednar,	and	the	
neighborhood	residents	and	businesses	that	
made	this	party	a	great	success.

—	 Jaime	Shimkus	
<jshimkus@grandecom.net>

Host Rich MacKinnon welcomes new Hyde Parkers

HydePark

4008 Avenue H, Austin, Texas 78751
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***If we can’t sell it... we will buy it!***

FREE Quick
OVER-THE-NET

Home Evaluation
www.HydeParkHomeValues.Info

City Plumbing Company
35 YEARS EXPERIENCE
453-1115

Sewer and Water Heater Replacement 
Slab Leaks • Gas Leaks 

Sewer and Drain Cleaning Service 
Repairs • Re-pipes • Remodels

ALL YOUR PLUMBING NEEDS

Austin State Hospital to Hyde Park: Thank You!!

Dear Neighbors,

As we all know, the recession has affected every one of us, but this 
story is about neighbors coming together to share their holiday 
spirit with those who need it most.

The Community Relations Department of the Austin State Hospital 
was in dire need of gift donations for the child and adolescent 
units.  This has never been a problem before, as we have always 
received many donations for the children in the past.  In a an 
attempt to gather gifts for the children, the Community Relations 
office sent an S.O.S. to the Hyde Park neighborhood, and the 
response has been amazing.  Not only did the neighborhood 
respond with gifts, but through networks of friends and family far 
and wide, others have been responding with gifts for the children 
as well.

The spirit of the holidays is alive and well in the Hyde Park 
neighborhood! Thank you to the Hyde Park neighborhood and all 
your friends for helping. It’s beginning to look a lot like Christmas 
for the children at the Austin State Hospital, and it’s all because of 
you!

Community Relations and everyone at the Austin State Hospital 
wish you, your families, and your friends  a holiday filled with love 
and happiness.

Thank you for all you do for the patients of the Austin State 
Hospital!

—	 Debbie	Trammell,		
Assistant	Director	for	
Community	Relations,		
Austin	State	Hospital

Letters Dept.
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Lucien, Stirling and Gray  
Advisory Group, Inc. 

THE FINANCIAL WORLD HAS 
CHANGED...

Your personal situation has been impacted and the 
need for a new plan of action has become a  

high priority. 

Now, more than ever, you need prudent and timely 
advice from an independent financial advisor who 

works for you . 

Give us a call or visit our website.    

4005 Guadalupe · Austin, TX  78751 
(512) 458-2517 

www.lsggroup.com 

“Smart Decisions About Serious Money” Located in the Historic John Rutledge House 

In Hyde Park since 1992 
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Working Hands 
Construction

Minor to Moderate Repairs and Remodeling
Decks, Fences and Custom Woodwork

Pain-in-the-Neck Problems Solved
Friendly, Affordable, Hyde Park Based

Call Matthew Young 419-7650

LANIER PLUMBING
Don’t	fuss,	call	us!	

Complete Repair Service
• Hot Water Heaters
• New Installations
• Gas Inspections
• Remodels
• Slab Leaks

Family Owned and Serving Austin since 1931

2300 Pasadena Dr., Austin, Texas 78757

450-1673

The Local Historic 
District Corner

Writer’s note: This column will appear regularly while 
the Local Historic District project is underway. If you 
have any questions or concerns about local historic 
districts that you would like addressed, please get in 
touch: lweidich@mail2sevenseas.com or 300-2228.

I	am	pleased	to	announce	that	the	Steering	
Committee	has	chosen	a	consultant	to	assist	

with	the	preparation	of	the	Hyde	Park	Local	
Historic	District	application.	Preservation	
Central,	Inc.,	under	the	leadership	of	former	
Hyde	Parker	Terri	Myers,	will	be	leading	
the	work	of	inventorying	neighborhood	
structures,	determining	which	of	them	are	
contributing,	and	compiling	the	necessary	
historical	and	architectural	information.	

Field	work	will	begin	after	the	start	of	the	year.	
So	if	you	see	someone	studying	and	photographing	

your	house	or	your	neighbor’s	
house,	don’t	panic!	It	won’t	be	
a	robber	casing	the	joint;	it’s	
all	part	of	the	local	historic	dis-
trict	effort.

Welcome to the Team...
I	want	to	welcome	Lloyd	Cates	to	the	Local	His-

toric District team as the official mapmaker. Our 
application	to	the	city	will	require	two	carefully	pre-
pared	maps	that	indicate	boundaries	and	contributing	
structures.	Lloyd	did	the	maps	for	the	Hyde	Park	
NCCD	and	graciously	volunteered	to	do	the	same	for	
the	Local	Historic	District.
Block Captains Needed...

I’m	still	looking	for	volunteers	for	block	captains.	
If	you’re	willing	to	serve,	contact	me.	Alternatively,	if	
you	think	your	neighbor	would	be	a	good	block	cap-
tain,	please	pass	on	his	or	her	name	to	me.	I	promise	
I’ll	never	identify	who	did	it!

	
—	 Lorre	Weidlich,	Chair,		

LHD	Committee
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Hyde Park Residents & Neighborhood Realtors

Search for homes at jeff baker.stanberry.com

Also check out www.jeff bakerart.biz

Doing our part to 

Keep Hyde Park Weird

 

HybridRealtor@Stanberry.com

Kate Baker 750-0376    Jeff  Baker 619-7421

Suzee Brooks, REALTOR®

office 512.499.0499 • fax 512.499.0460 • mobile 512.740.5771 • suzee@lyonrealestate.net

1203 Holly Street       $499,000

4504 Avenue C         $350,000

4607 Gonzales St.     $265,000

5420 Montview St.    $694,900

2944 Eckert Street     $335,000

1410 Cloverleaf Dr.   $279,000

terraces on north

1507 North Street  •  Ten Modern Units
$315,500 - $469,500   •  Now Showing!

The Triangle

sunstoneyoga.comsunstoneyoga.com
4616 Triangle Ave #406 Austin, Texas 78751 ● 512.287.7047 x111

NOW
OPEN
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Jim-Dandy Service

763-1007

ALL TYPES OF REPAIR
Free Estimates Senior Citizen Discounts
DEPENDABLE • FAST • GUARANTEED

"More than just handy"

Jim Cardwell Master
Jim-Dandy, Inc. Handyman

NO JOB TOO SMALL!

Kitchen and Bath Upgrade!
Yard Projects Appliance Repair

Drain and Sewer Cleaning
Plumbing and Electrical

Remodeling Roof Repair
Power Washing Painting, etc.

December HPNA Meeting 
Mini-Minutes

There	was	no	HPNA	formal	meeting	
for	the	month	of	December.		The	Hyde	

Park	neighborhood	holiday	party	on	Friday,	
December	19th	served	as	the	meeting	for	the	
month.		Many	thanks	go	out	to	all	of	those	
involved	in	organizing,	planning,	and	pulling	
off	yet	another	fabulous	neighborhood	party.	

Have	a	happy	holiday	and	a	great	new	year,	and	
we’ll	see	you	in	January	2009!

—	 John	A.	Williams	
Co-Secretary

Recycling Pick-Up Dates 
for Hyde Park
Neighbors,	now	that	every	household	in	Hyde	

Park	has	received	its	very	own	new,	blue,	and	
demonstrably	bigger	recycling	container,	just	a	friend-
ly	reminder	that	the	City	has	now	switched	to	an	
every-other-week	schedule	for	pickup	of	recyclables.	
Unless/until	we’re	informed	otherwise,	Friday	is	re-
cycling	pick-up	date	for	Hyde	Park,	and	you	should	
plan	to	have	your	
recycling	contain-
er	out	and	ready	for	
pick-up	on	these	
dates:

Thanks	for	your	
cooperation,	and	
here’s	to	the	goal	of	
helping	Austin	be-
come	the	“greenest”	
city	in	the	country!

ps:	Hencefor-
ward,	the	city	does	
accept	old	phone	
books	for	recycling,	
so	just	toss	‘em	in	
with	your	other	recyclables.

Recycle Pick-UP 2009
January	2,	16,	30	
February	13,	27
March	13,	27
April	10,	24
March	8,	22
June	5,	19
July	3,	17,	31
August	14,	28
September	11,	25.
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ARBORTECH
Member of and Certified by The International 

Society of Arboriculture 

Stan Noblett, B. S. Molecular Biology 

940-0705
Residential-Commercial

· Sick Tree Diagnosis         · Pruning 
· Storm Damage               · Removal 
· Ball Moss           · Cabling & Bracing 
· Lot Clearing            · Roof Clearing 
· Appraisal · Native Tree Experts 

Complete Tree Service 

www.arbortech.org

Properties for Sale

The Kinney Company
512-472-1930  www.TheKinneyCompany.com

Lin Team, oLd ausTin ReaLToR®

Helping people save Old Austin...   
One house at a time

808 Leonard Street
1936 Cape Cod style house 
hidden 1 block from UT 
Law School. Recently 
updated, large living and 
family rooms, kitchen and 
bath downstairs, 3 beds/2 
baths upstairs, 2-car garage.   
$529,900

2903 Beanna
Near UT Law School 
Beautifully remodeled, huge 
trees & exquisite gardens 
enclosed by architectural 
stone walls. Two bedrooms 
and baths, large living room 
with fireplace, dining room 
and eat-in kitchen.
 $459,000

4104 Avenue B
Wing and gable 1909 Vic-
torian cottage with poten-
tial and location on one of 
Hyde Park’s finest blocks.   
$289,000

311 Moore Boulevard
Built in 1935 with bricks 
from UT Old Main, this 
stately duplex would convert 
nicely to a single-family use 
Tudor revival style home 
with views of the UT tower.   
Also has a garage apartment.   
$729,000

Reduced Price!
Sold!

Sold!Back on  Market!
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 Mountain Fitness  

*Free Hyde Park Gym Membership*  

Exclusive Hyde Park Special Package 

Free Hyde Park Gym Membership 

6 Personal Training Sessions 

6 Bootcamps 

$250/mo 

 

 15 years experience as a professional trainer 

 Ex-college athlete 

 Aerobic and anaerobic training 

 Cardio and weights 

 Personalized nutritional counseling 

 Reach your peak in 2009 

 

For more information on other training specials or to sign up 

for the Hyde Park Special  

Contact Richard Stephens at: 

r.stephensfitness@gmail.com 

Fourth Thursday Open Microphone Sessions

Dear Hyde Park Neighbors,

The Austin Poetry Society sponsors an open microphone 
each Fourth Thursday at Hyde Park’s NeWorlDeli, 4101 
Guadalupe. This month, at 7:00 p.m. on January 22nd, 
the session will feature two poets: Neil Meili, a well-
published poet/rancher who splits his year between 
Canada and Austin, and Marcelle Kasprowicz, author of 
Organza Skies (De Lodis Publishing, 2005).

—	 Robert	Elzy	Cogswell		
<poetryplease@mail.
utexas.edu>

PS Following are two poems by one of our featured 
poets:

Hyde Park Poets

Oregon in Winter
The big plane slows, mists rise to meet it
droplets begin to play along the windows

My body, mostly water
falling through clouds, mostly water

I have been traveling some

The water in me comes from
the limestone caverns of Austin
the rivers of Upstate New York, and
million year old glaciers in the Rockies of Alberta

The clouds have been around the world
rising and falling as river, air, and sea

Quiet now, as I am
I can feel them meeting again
hear them, telling stories

— Neil Meili

Pecan Press is on-line at
<www.austinhydepark.org>
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Calgary, Early Morning, 
Early Winter

The neighbors called
as neighbors will

To report Roberta
age four
in the front yard
making a snowman

A reasonable thing to do
as quickly as possible
after seven inches
of new wet snow

And dressed adequately
for the task

High boots and warm mitts
and nothing else

— Neil Meili

Hyde Park Poets

R.I.P., 2008
As years go, it’s clear that ‘08
Has been anything other than great;
    But you won’t find us moping -
    Au contraire, we’ll be hoping
That in ‘09 we’ll recuperate!

— anonymous
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1000 E 41st St
Austin, TX 78751
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FREE
Check Engine Light 

Diagnostic Code

off

SAVE $85
(some restriction may apply)

10%
Parts & Labor 

for new customers
on all repairs

*These Coupons  May Only Be Used One At A Time

www.revolutionmotors.com

service@revolutionmotors.com
OR

For Bookings

(some restriction may apply)

512.453.5050

Specializing
and repairs

in the maintenance

for your European Car

Hyde Park Poets

Brevity
that flash in a mirror
as you run past on
the way to, from, with
we load our days with
prepositions and verbs
dragging a bag full of
holiday musts through
city streets, jostled
by all the others trying
to meet a deadline
all the while bodies sink
into the afterlife and hair
grows and stomachs get
upset and cedar pollinates
and skin roughens itself,
scaling off in black silk
underwear, and dispositions
fail humane tests
but for a brief slot a poem
squirts out, black condiment
on white onion skin,
and all is well in the chaotic
world of peace on earth

— Nancy Taylor Day 
December 17, 2008
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HybridRealtor@Stanberry.com
 Hyde Park Resident & Neighborhood REALTOR®

Jeff  Baker   619-7421
ABOR, REALTOR®,  Former State Licensed Appraiser   

Address: 4701 Evans Avenue
Listed For: $295,000
Great house on a great lot. Outstanding location- just a few blocks from all 
the Hyde Park shops and restaurants. Enormous 75’X135’ / 10,125sf corner 
lot. Bright open fl oor plan with huge windows and hardwood fl ooring. 
Large hip kitchen, versatile utility room, formal dining room, and a study 
with french doors overlooking the huge private back yard. 

Address: 4812 Caswell Avenue
Listed For: $275,000
Perfect owner occupy - let side B be pay for ± 100K of your mortgage.  
Expansion possibilities - adding bedrooms at $500-$600/month per 
bedroom could make this a huge money maker.  These units are super 
tasteful, rock solid and in an amazing location.    

Address: 313 West 37th
Listed For: $499,000
Remodeled 3 bed/2 bath main house with 3 bed/1 bath unit in back.  Amazing 
location on the famous X-mas street in Austin producing $3700/month. 
Also, perfect for an owner/occ. with the rear unit ($1700/m) paying ±200K of 
mortgage. Classic Arts and Crafts architecture with  hardwood and tile fl ooring, 
updated kitchen and bathrooms and central heat and air conditioning. 

Address: 4101 Ave A
Listed For: $459,000
Classic Hyde Park bungalow. This stylish remodel features fully updated 
kitchen w/Jenn-Air commercial cook-top, custom cabinets, stainless 
appliances, and tile counters/high ceilings/100% wood & tile fl ooring/full 
electrical & plumbing upgrading/custom lighting & hardware/3 bathroom 
confi guration w/huge master bathroom w/separate shower & whirlpool bath.

Address: 506 Texas Avenue
Listed For: $650,000
One of the great historic homes in Austin is now available.  This 1914 grand 
estate features a .37 acre lot, 3252 sf main house and 482 sf guest house.  
Original stained wood trim, high open ceilings, period detailing & hardware, 
amazing wood fl ooring, & a classic front porch overlooking one of the best 
streets in Austin.

Address: 113 West 33rd Street
Listed For: $775,000
Classic Aldridge Place estate. 3081sf 4 or 5 bedroom/3 bath main house 
and 236 sf garage apt.  Traditional brick construction, slate roof, original 
long leaf pine wood trim, beautiful hardwoods, amazing period tile work, 
stunning master bath, and antique lighting. 

SOLD

SOLD

PENDING

 

FOR SALE

FOR SALE

FOR SALE

4101AveA.com

www.506TexasAve.com

www.33StClassic.com

www.4701Evans.com




