
	 When:	 7:00	p.m.			
	 	 Monday,	June	2,	2008	
	 Where:	 Hyde	Park	United		
	 	 Methodist	Church	
	 	 4001	Speedway
	 Who:	 YOU	and	your	neighbors
	 Note:	 HPNA	general	meetings	usually 	
	take	place	on	the	first	Monday	of	each	month.
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	 Schenken-Oatman House: Catherine	
Moore

	 Neighborhood Habitat Challenge
	 Judge Nancy Hohengarten and 

Sergeant Kitty Hicks from Travis 
County Crisis Intervention Team

See you there!

HPNA General Meeting  
Agenda for June 2nd

Continued on page 4

Continued on page 3

Renovation	is	now	nearing	
completion.	Thanks	to	the	neigh-
bors’	research	into	the	home’s	
architecture	and	past,	the	City	
of	Austin	has	zoned	the	proper-
ty	historic	and	it	is	now	named	
Schenken-Oatman	House	in	honor	
of	its	previous	owners.	On	Sunday,	
June	15,	at	1:00	p.m.,	the	historic	
landmark	plaque	will	be	dedicated	
with	a	ceremony	and	open	house.	
Neighbors	are	invited	to	attend	
and	tour	the	restored	home.

Descendants	of	Adelbert	and	
Mary	Schenken	are	arriving	from	
across	the	United	States	for	the	
dedication	of	their	family’s	Aus-
tin	home.	Adelbert	Schenken	was	
a	printer	and	was	involved	in	the	
publication	of	theTexas	Volks	Zei-
tung	and	Texas	Vorwaerts,	both	
German	language	newspapers.	
which	circulated	throughout	Texas.	
His	wife	Mary	was	the	daughter	of	
George	Justus	Thielepape,	one	of	
the	orginal	settlers	of	New	Braun-
fels,	who	lived	across	41st	Street	
from	the	house.	They	raised	their	
sons	Al	and	Ralph	in	the	home	and	
maintained	a	large	garden.

Built	in	1909	by	the	Schenkens,	
who were first generation German 
Texans,	the	frame	house	features	

Schenken-Oatman House: 
Neighbors Repolish a Jewel
Lifeless	and	forlorn,	the	house	at	311	West	41st	Street	stood	vacant	for	

many	years	before	coming	to	the	attention	of	a	pair	of	Hyde	Park	
neighbors.	To	save	the	house	from	planned	demolition,	Wanda	Penn	and	
Catherine	Moore	banded	together	with	a	group	of	like-minded	Hyde	
Parkers	to	purchase	and	restore	the	structure.

LHD Corner:  
Saving Our Heritage, and 
our Time and Energy
Writer’s note: This column will appear regularly 
while the Local Historic District project is 
underway. If you have any questions or concerns 
about local historic districts that you would 
like addressed, please get in touch: <lweidich@
mail2sevenseas.com> or 300-2228.

Now,	let’s	talk	about	
demolitions:

•	On	May	16,	I	participat-
ed	with	a	group	of	neighbors	in	a	
candlelight	vigil	for	the	Gertrude	
Jones	House	at	4113	Avenue	F.	
Despite	the	efforts	of	many	neigh-
bors	to	save	this	house,	which	
was	eligible	for	historic	zoning,	a	
demolition	permit	was	issued	any-
way.	Across	the	street	and	just	
north	of	my	house	at	Avenue	F	and	
43rd	Street,	three	structures	are	
gone	—	one	moved	off	and	two	de-
molished.	This	happened	despite	
the	efforts	of	those	of	us	on	the	ad-
joining	blocks	to	save	them.

 Schenken family descendants visit with Hyde 
Parkers  Catherine Moore, Peter Maxson 
and Wanda Penn at the Schenken-Oatman 
House on May 5, 2008, with restoration well 
under way. Left to right: Catherine Moore, 
Rudy Schenken,  Martha Schenken, Peter 
Maxson, Wanda Penn, Bruk Schenken, Kathy 
Schenken. (photo by Catherine Moore)

Shipe Pool 
Opening Picnic 

Hosted by Friends of Shipe Pool 
and HPNA

Saturday, June 7, 5 to 8pm  
(the day the pool opens)

Watermelons, drinks, and a grill 
will be provided, Bring food to 
share. Bring blankets, chairs, 
games, kids and friends. Come 
and celebrate the pool and our 
neighbors. All welcome!

Hyde Park Turnout 
(or lack thereof) in 
May elections:  
See summary, page 14
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Hyde Park Neighborhood Association
P. O Box 49427 • Austin, TX 78765

http://www.austinhydepark.org

— HPNA Steering Committee—
President  
• Elaine Meenehan • elaine.meenehan@gmail.com .............. 323-9772   
Vice President 
 • Jennifer Berbas • jennifer_berbas@yahoo.com..................................
Co-Secretaries • Pam Whittington • pam46@yahoo.com .... 452-9776
• Celeste Cromack • bccro@io.com
Co-Treasurers •  Lorre Weidlich, • lweidlich@mail2sevenseas.com   
I Jay Aarons • ijaarons@aol.com  •  PO Box 49427, Austin, TX 78765
Additional Steering Committee Members: • Wanda Penn • Rob 
Clinchard • Dorothy Richter • Alan Marburger • William Cook • Stan 
Kozinzky 

HPNA Committee/Task Forces (w/chairs)
AISD • Ann S. Graham, 3815 Ave H .............................................458-8096
Alley Coordinator • Carol Burton, skywash@austin.rr.com .......................
Austin Neighborhoods Council Rep. • Lisa Harris, ljharrisus@yahoo.com 
Beautification • Larry Freilich, lmf@earthlink.net ......................................
Children’s Programs •  ...................................... VOLUNTEER NEEDED
Church/Neighborhood Liaison • Niyata Spelman, 3802 Ave. F. 459-8349
Communications/Web • Robin Silberling, robin@wcook.org .....452-1783
Crime and Safety Chairman • Carol J. Weider, 4101 Ave F .......459-6205
Development Review • Stan Kozinsky, 4604 Ave. G ...................451-4455
Finance • Nick Van Bavel, nvb123@yahoo.com .........................................
Graffiti Patrol • E. Meenehan, elaine.meenehan@gmail.com .....323-9772 
Homes Tour • Lorre Weidlich, lweidlich@mail2sevenseas.com ..300-2228
Membership • Jim & Eileen Genevro, jgenevro@earthlink.net ...401-3803
Neighborhood Planning • Karen McGraw, 4315 Ave. C  ............459-2261
Local Historic District • Sharon Majors, sharonmajors@grandecom.net ..
Shipe Park •  Mark Fishman, m.fishman@yahoo.com ...............656-5505 
Sidewalks • Andrew Shea, shea.andrew@gmail.com ..................................  
Social • Deaton Bednar, deatonbednar@grandecom.net ..............................
Tree Preservation • JP Moore, johnpaulmoore@austin.rr.com  ...789-7025
Triangle Development • Cathy Echols, 4002 Ave. C ...................206-0729
Zoning • Dorothy Richter, 3901 Ave. G ........................................452-5117

Pecan Press
The Pecan Press is published monthly

by the Hyde Park Neighborhood Association in Austin, Texas.
Note: Each month’s ad and editorial deadline is 

the 15th of month preceding publication.

Editor
Grant Thomas 450-0464 <hgthomas@youthlaunch.org>

Associate Editor
Sarah Sitton 459-4530 207 E. 39th St.

Poetry Editor
Nancy Taylor Day 892-0127 <nancy@creativitymoms.com>  

4001 Duval (Salon) 78751

Crime & Safety Chairman 
Carol Welder <cjwelder@msn.com>

Production Manager/Advertising Director
Robert M. Farr 731-0617 <bobfarr@austin.rr.com>

Mail Ad Payments to:  
Lorre Weidlich. P.O. Box 49427, Austin, TX 78765

Mail Ad Artwork to:
Robert M. Farr <bobfarr@austin.rr.com>
7500 Chelmsford Dr. Austin,TX 78736

Distribution Coordinator
Rimas Remeza • 4105 Ave. F • 371-3158 

 <uimas.remeza@yahoo.com>

Area Coordinators
North of 45th/West of Duval • Pam Dozler ........................ 458-8927
North of 45th/East of Duval • Jay Gerard & Carrie Laughlin  371-1548
South of 45th/West of Speedway • Robert Morris & Kathryn Kotrla .. 
   ................................................................................. 371-7246
South of 45th/East of Speedway • Martha Campbell ......... 452-2815

Contributors
Glen Alyn, Candy Gray Becker, Cynthia Beeman, Laurence Becker, Deaton 
Bednar, Mary Collins Blackmon, George Bristol, Chris Brown, Sharon 
Brown, Lewis Brownlow, Kathryn Bryn, Mark Burkhardt, Amon Burton, 
Martha Campbell, Inga Marie Carmel, Josephine Casey, Nicole Caspers, 
Kitty Clark, Carol Cohen Burton, William Cook, Susan Crites Krumm, 
Celeste Cromack, Rob D’Amico, Herb Dickson, Avis Davis, Don Davis, 
Pam Dozler, Russell Duke, Cathy Echols, Carla Feldpausch Siegle, Merle 
Franke, Gregory Free, Larry Freilich, Eugene George, Mary Carolyn George, 
Larry Gilg, Susan Gilg, Ann S. Graham, Carolyn E. Grimes, Rachel Hector, 
Ben Heimsath, Albert Huffstickler, Liz Jones, Barbara Kelly, John Kerr, 
Susan Kerr, Bo Kersey, Susan Kirk, Mike Kintner, Dennis Lensing, Karen 
McGraw, Sharon Majors, Jason Mann, Libby Malone, Alan Marburger, 
Peter Maxson, Brook Meggs, Elaine Meenehan, Fred Meredith, Susan 
Moffat, John Paul Moore, Jack Nokes, Jill Nokes, Wanda Penn, Cecil 
Pennington, Peter Pfeiffer, Dorothy Richter, Walter Richter, Kristen De 
La Rosa, Steve Sadowsky, Mary Lou Serafine, Sheree Scarborough, Jaime 
Shimkus, Cathy Short, Sarah Sitton, Thad Sitton, Clay Smith, Niyianta 
Spelman, Jenna Stephens, Julie Strong, Kathleen Strong, Rollo Treadway, 
Lao Tzu, Jennifer Vickers, Katie Vignery, Sandra Villalaz-Dickson, Lorre 
Weidlich, Joe Wiseman.

From the President’s Desk:

—	 Elaine	Meenehan	
HPNA	President	
<elaine.meenehan@gmail.com>

Hyde Park Sidewalks: No Longer a Side Issue

A	few	months	ago	I	wrote	an	article	about	sidewalks	--	or	the	lack	of	them	--	in	Hyde	Park.	The	neighbor-
hood	association	voted	to	set	aside	$10,000	this	year	to	help	create	more	sidewalks	in	the	neighborhood.	I	

am	pleased	to	share	with	you	that	Andrew	and	Melissa	Shea	have	stepped	forward	to	chair	this	initiative.
The	details	of	the	program	

are	still	being	worked	out,	but	
will	likely	involve	some	sort	of	
cost	sharing	between	individual	
neighbors	and	the	neighborhood	
association.	Several	residents	have	
met	with	city	employees	recently	
and	have	determined	that	it	is	cost	
prohibitive	to	work	with	the	city	to	
create	new	sidewalks.

Pouring	a	a	new	sidewalk	is	
considerably	cheaper	than	tear-
ing	out	and	recreating	a	sidewalk.	
Therefore,	we	would	like	to	con-

centrate	our	efforts	on	properties	
that	do	not	currently	have	side-
walks.	If	you	are	interested	in	
working	with	the	HPNA	to	get	a	
sidewalk	on	your	property,	please	
contact	the	Sheas	at	<shea.an-
drew@gmail.com>.

For	those	of	you	who	have	
crumbling	or	deteriorating	side-
walks,	you	may	want	to	contact	
the	city	directly	about	them	and	
request	repairs.	In	May,	several	
neighbors found colored flags in 
their	front	yards.	It	turns	out	that	
the city has finally gotten around 

to fixing or redoing sidewalks for 
residents	who	requested	repairs	
between	2004-2006.	I	guess	it’s	bet-
ter	late	than	never!

HPNA Membership Info

All memberships expire on September 30th 
of each year. 

�
Membership in HPNA is open to all 
residents aged 18 years or older who reside 
within the boundaries of Hyde Park or 
within 300 feet of the designated 
boundaries.  

�
New members, and members who lapse in 
dues for over six months, are eligible to 
vote at HPNA meetings 30 days after 
receipt of dues.

H
yde Park N

eighborhood Association Enrollm
ent         2007-08 M
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bership
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Address _____________________________________________________________________                                                                                
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D
ues (per person)

 


 Standard - $5/year      
 Senior Citizen- $1/year

 


 N
ew

 M
em

ber      
 Renew

ing M
em

ber

Paym
ent:  

Check      
  Cash  

D
ate ____________

All m
em

berships expire on Septem
ber 30th of each year.  

Bring to an H
PN

A 
m

eeting, or send to: 

H
PN

A M
em

bership
P.O

. Box 49427
Austin, Texas  78765

M
ake checks payable to H

PN
A.   



Pecan Press — June, �008 — Page � 

Send in your articles, letters, and photos (but not your 
poetry*) by the 15th of each month to:

 Editor, Pecan Press
 4106 Avenue F
 Austin, TX 78751
 <hgthomas@youthlaunch.org>

*Send your poems to: 
 Nancy Taylor Day
 4001 Duval
 Austin 78751
 <nancy@creativitymoms.com>

We Welcome Your Submissions to Pecan Press

Note: The Pecan Press will not publish unsigned/unattributed poetry. All poems (even if written under a pen 
name) must carry a name and address or phone number for identification and verification purposes.

Please enclose a self-addressed, 
stamped envelope for return of your 
materials.

•	At	311	W.	41st	Street	stands	the	Schenken-Oat-
man	House.	Thanks	to	the	concern	of	a	group	of	Hyde	
Parkers	who	purchased	the	property,	it	was	saved	
from	demolition,	is	being	restored,	and	will	be	des-
ignated	as	a	Historic	Landmark	(see	related	article	in	
this	issue).	One	saved,	four	lost	—	and	that’s	just	in	
the	last	year	or	so.	Hyde	Parkers	who	care	about	the	
‘hood	are	trying	to	save	it,	one	house	at	a	time.

Today,	when	a	property	owner	wants	to	demolish	
a	structure,	the	owner	applies	to	the	city	for	a	de-
molition	permit.	When	the	structure	is	in	a	National	
Register	Historic	District	(like	Hyde	Park),	the	historic	
preservation officer researches the house to determine 
whether it has sufficient architectural or historical sig-
nificance to be designated as an historic landmark. 
The historic preservation officer makes a recom-
mendation	to	the	Historic	Landmark	Commission	
—	either	the	house	is	recommended	for	preservation	
as	a	historic	landmark	or	it	is	released	for	demolition.	
Interested	parties	can	speak	at	that	time	either	in	sup-
port	of	or	against	the	recommendation.	It	is	rare	but	
not	impossible	for	a	house	to	be	designated	as	a	his-
toric	landmark	over	the	owner’s	objection,	although	
the	more	likely	outcome	is	for	the	Historic	Landmark	
Commission	to	postpone	a	decision	in	the	hope	that	
the	interested	parties	can	work	out	a	solution.

The	point	is	that	there	are	only	two	outcomes:	ei-
ther	a	house	is	designated	as	a	historic	landmark	or	

it	is	released	for	demolition.	The	practical	result	of	
this is that houses that are individually unqualified 
to	be	historic	landmarks	can	be	purchased,	demol-
ished,	and	replaced	one	by	one,	leaving	the	historic	
houses	surrounding	by	structures	that	are	totally	out	
of	character	for	them.	The	look	and	feel	of	an	older	
neighborhood	are	lost.

Most	of	us	are	not	fortunate	enough	to	live	in	
houses	that	are	historic	landmarks,	but	we	love	our	
older	houses.	We	love	walking	or	biking	the	streets	of	
Hyde	Park	and	seeing	the	modest	bungalows	and	cot-
tages	that	recall	an	earlier	time	in	America.

The	point	of	a	Local	Historic	District	is	to	pro-
tect	these	older	-	but	not	necessarily	historic	-	houses.	
They’re	known	as	“contributing	structures”	because	
they	contribute	to	the	character	of	a	neighborhood.	
When	the	Design	Standards	Subcommittee	(the	sub-
ject	of	my	column	last	month)	began	their	work,	they	
explored	the	possibility	of	protecting	the	neighbor-
hood	from	demolitions	without	having	to	have	design	
standards	or	to	have	local	historic	district	zoning.	
They	found	no	legal	way	to	accomplish	that.

Today,	contributing	structures	are	unprotected,	
and	we	are	losing	them,	one	by	one,	despite	the	ef-
forts	of	Hyde	Parkers	to	save	them.	By	putting	a	local	
historic	district	in	place,	we	can	move	from	trying	to	
save	individual	structures,	one	by	one,	to	saving	the	
entire	neighborhood.	That	would	also	save	an	aw-
ful	lot	of	time	and	energy	that	can	be	put	into	other	
neighborhood	purposes.

—	Lorre	Weidlich,	LHD	Chair
Lost, the Gertrude Jones House  (photo by Lorre Weidlich)

Saved, the Schenken Oatman House  (photo by Lorre Weidlich)

Local Historic District Corner...
    …cont’dfrompage1
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the	original	pressed	metal	roof	tiles,	which	have	been	
preserved.	The	high	ceilings	of	the	interior	are	high-
lighted	by	the	original	ornamental	wood	trim,	doors	
and	windows,	which	have	been	restored.	Its	interi-
or and exterior finishes and detailing give the home a 
grander	and	larger	presence	than	its	relatively	small	
size	might	indicate.

In	the	1920s,	the	home	was	purchased	by	Pearl	
Norwood	Oatman,	a	widow,	who	lived	there	until	
her	death	in	1973.	Her	daughter,	Pearl	Oatman	Welch,	
then	owned	the	house	until	her	own	death	in	2005.	
Both	Mrs.	Oatman	and	Mrs.	Welch	were	long	time,	
dedicated	members	of	Shettles	Memorial	Methodist	
Church,	which	was	renamed	Hyde	Park	United	Meth-
odist	Church	and	is	today	the	home	of	the	Hyde	Park	
Neighborhood	Association’s	monthly	meetings.

During	the	Oatman-Norwood	residence,	little	was	
changed	in	the	home	and	it	remained	a	time	capsule	
of	architecture	and	interiors	of	life	in	the	early	20th	
century,	before	air	conditioning	and	insulation.

The	home	has	been	leveled	and	a	new	foundation	
has	been	built.	All	the	electric	and	plumbing	systems	
are new. Energy efficient HVAC, insulation and a tan-
kless	hot	water	heater	have	been	installed.

During	the	renovation,	a	small	addition	was	made	
to	the	rear	of	the	home,	creating	a	master	suite	and	
kitchen	to	accommodate	contemporary	living.	A	sec-
ond	bathroom	and	laundry	facilities	were	also	added.	
Otherwise the home retains its historic configuration 
with	a	central	entry	hall,	parlor	and	dining	room.	How-
ever,	the	home	remains	consistent	with	period	style.

When	the	renovation	is	completed	the	group	of	
neighbors,	now	Restore	Hyde	Park	LLC,	plans	to	sell	
the	home.	Neighbors	involved	in	the	project	include	
Deaton	Bednar,	Carolyn	Grimes,	Carolyn	McFarland,	
Peter	Maxson,	Terri	Myers,	Susan	Moffatt,	Nick	Bar-
baro,	John	Moore	and	Jack	Taylor,	as	well	as	Catherine	
Moore	and	Wanda	Penn.	Square	One	Construction,	
owned	by	Hyde	Parker	Steve	Franke,	has	been	the	
contractor	for	the	project.

—	Lorre	Weidlich
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Hyde Park Presbyterian Church
3913 Ave B 
459-7747

www.hydeparkpresbyterianaustin.org

Sunday Worship service 10:30 AM
Nursery Available

Neighbors Repolish a Jewel...
    …cont’dfrompage1
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www.gri�nschool.org

Empowering
a community 
of  learners

through a focus 
on the arts

Summer Credits
& Enrichment in
Core Academics
(Credits Transfer)

Enrolling for 2008-9

Summer Camps in 
Music, Fashion
& Glass Mosaic

***Distress Sales***
Bank Foreclosures  FREE list of Bank-

owned Properties, Motivated sellers

Receive a FREE LIST
www.HydeParkFixerUppers.Info

 

 


   



4520 Burnet Rd 

www.artpadstudio.com 
512.323.0802 

Joe Zakes

Residential Remodeling
From Additions to Repairs

apcaustin.com

LANIER PLUMBING
Don’t	fuss,	call	us!	

Complete Repair Service
• Hot Water Heaters
• New Installations
• Gas Inspections
• Remodels
• Slab Leaks

Family Owned and Serving Austin since 1931

2300 Pasadena Dr., Austin, Texas 78757

450-1673
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Neighbors Hold Vigil for 
Home Facing Demolition
Holding	lighted	candles	aloft,	dozens	of	Hyde	

Park	neighbors	gathered	at	4113	Avenue	F	on	
May	15	for	a	vigil	memorializing	the	planned	demo-
lition	of	the	the	home,	which	is	named	the	Gertrude	
Jones House in honor of its longtime owner and first 
resident.	Mrs.	Jones	was	the	widow	of	William	Jones	
and	built	the	home	in	approximately	1922,	owning	it	
until	her	death	in	the	1960s.	The	house	is	particular-
ly significant because it is a contributing structure to 
the	Hyde	Park	National	Register	District.	The	prop-
erty	has	been	purchased	by	Emrobrai	Homes,	which	
plans	to	raze	the	structure	and	build	a	new	home	in	
its	place.	Emrobrai	Homes	is	the	same	developer	who	
has	purchased	the	properties	on	Avenue	F	to	the	west	
of	Shipe	Park	and	demolished	the	original	houses	
there	with	plans	to	build	new	homes.

A	demolition	permit	for	the	Gertrude	Jones	House	
was	issued	on	Monday,	May	11.	Hyde	Park	Neighbor-
hood	Association’s	Development	Review	Committee	
has	participated	in	negotiations	with	Emrobrai	
Homes,	as	well	as	made	numerous	presentations	at	
meetings	of	the	Historic	Landmark	Commission	in	an	
effort	to	keep	the	home	from	being	demolished.

On	November	17,	the	Historic	Landmark	Com-
mission	voted	unanimously	to	recommend	historic	
zoning	on	the	property,	which	would	prevent	demo-
lition.	After	that	vote,	however,	commission	staffer	
Steve	Sadowsky	determined	that	since	the	Commis-
sion	had	not	acted	within	60	days	to	recommend	
historic	zoning,	that	the	case	was	blocked	from	be-
ing	heard	by	the	Planning	Commission	and	the	City	
Council,	which	has	the	actual	power	to	grant	histor-
ic	zoning.

The	candlelight	vigil	offered	neighbors	a	time	to	
say	goodbye	to	the	house	and	mark	its	contributions	
to	the	history	of	Hyde	Park	and	to	read	the	names	of	

Hyde Park Handyman
Big or Small, We Do it All

PETE REED

20 Years Experience
Free Estimates
(512) 736-6539

 and

Neighbors say goodbye to home during May 15 candlelight vigil.

Continued on page 8
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s ta te farm.com®

See me today and get the discounts
and service you deserve.

P057015 9/05

 State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company, State Farm Indemnity Company – Bloomington, IL

DISCOUNTS. 

+ =

Like a good neighbor, State Farm iS there.®

Steve Vinklarek, Agent
3700 N IH 35
Austin, TX 78705-1802
Bus: 512-452-0214
www.steveinsures.com

the	many	Hyde	Parkers	who	lived	there.	It	was	a	rec-
ognition	that	the	home	was	a	part	of	the	history	of	
Hyde	Park	and	of	Austin,	when	it	was	a	young	city,	
and	was	an	opportunity	to	appreciate	the	house	be-
fore	it	goes	under	the	bulldozer.	In	addition	to	Hyde	
Park	neighbors,	television	stations	KEYE	and	KXAN	
were	present,	as	well	as	the	Austin	Chronicle.	Historic	
Landmark	Commissioner	Joe	Arriaga	also	paid	his	re-
spects.

The	house	is	a	Craftsman	bungalow	of	a	style	
unique	in	Hyde	Park.	Although	the	house	has	a	bad-
ly	sagging	foundation,	HPNA	has	urged	Emrobrai	to	
renovate	the	structure,	keeping	its	unique	architectur-
al	features,	not	to	raze	it.	Such	renovations	have	been	
successfully	accomplished	in	the	neighborhood	and	
historic	properties	have	been	returned	to	a	useful	life.	
This	particular	house	occupies	a	corner	lot	at	42nd	
and	Avenue	F,	on	one	of	the	most	completely	intact	
blocks	of	original	homes	in	the	National	Register	Dis-
trict.	Its	loss	will	affect	the	character	of	that	block,	as	
well	as	of	the	entire	neighborhood.

Significantly, the property will no longer be a 
contributing	structure	to	the	proposed	Hyde	Park	Lo-
cal	Historic	District,	work	on	which	is	ongoing	by	
HPNA’s	Local	Historic	District	Committee,	chaired	by	
Lorre	Weidlich,	and	its	Design	Standards	Committee,	
chaired	by	Michelle	Paris-White	(see	related	article	in	
this	issue).	One	of	the	important	protections	provided	
by	local	historic	district	status	is	higher	standards	that	
must	be	met	for	a	demolition	permit	to	be	granted.

Hyde	Parker	David	Conner	has	placed	a	sign	in	
front	of	the	home	which	reads	“this	place	matters.”	
Although	the	demolition	permit	has	been	issued	and	
the	owner	may	raze	the	home	at	any	time,	HPNA	
pledges	to	continue	to	work	with	Emrobrai	Homes	
in	the	hopes	of	keeping	the	Gertrude	Jones	House	
and	bringing	it	back	to	life	in	a	way	which	retains	its	
unique	architectural	features	and	continues	its	life	as	
a	contributing	structure	to	the	National	Register	Dis-
trict.

—	Catherine	Moore

Neighbors Hold Vigil...
    …cont’dfrompage6

***If we can’t sell it... we will buy it!***

FREE Quick
OVER-THE-NET

Home Evaluation
www.HydeParkHomeValues.Info
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Historic Landmark Available

The Kinney Company
512-472-1930  www.TheKinneyCompany.com

Rescued and artfully restored in 
2001, the Ettlinger House is a 

1912 shingle-style Craftsman bun-
galow on three lots in Central Austin 
near the University of Texas. Huge 
live oaks shelter the house, stone 
patios and sweeping lawns. In Con-
tractor Bill Moore’s hands the 
modern kitchen components joined 
period reproduction cabinets and 
authentic Craftsman interior details 
to create historic ambience in 3 living, 
3 bedrooms, 3 baths and 3 sun 
porches. Taxes are reduced as a City 
of Austin Landmark. 3110 Harris 
Park Ave - $824,000

Lin Team, oLd ausTin ReaLToR®

Helping people save Old Austin...   
One house at a time

Looking for a better path this year?
We’ll help you find it!

Hyde Park United Methodist Church
4001 Speedway www.hydeparkmethodist.org



Minutes of the May 2008 
HPNA General Meeting
Elaine	Meenehan,	President,	called	the	May	5,	2008	

General	Meeting	of	the	Hyde	Park	Neighborhood	
Association	to	order	at	7	p.m.	Laura Morrison,	can-
didate	for	Austin	City	Council,	Place	4,	introduced	
herself	and	encouraged	everyone	to	vote	in	the	elec-
tion	on	Saturday,	May	10,	2008.

Karen	McGraw	presented	the	plans	for	the	de-
velopment	of	the	6.6 acres on 51st Street	currently	
owned	by	the	State	of	Texas	and	occupied	by	Texas 
Parks and Wildlife. These plans have passed the first 
reading	of	the	Austin	City	Council.	The	neighbors	
and	the	developers	have	met	several	times	to	discuss	
the	proposed	development.	Also,	HPNA	had	voted	
to	support	the	development	plans.	Recently,	the	de-
veloper	changed	the	plans	to	add	more	multi-family	
units	and	would	not	commit	to	providing	parking	on	
the	property	for	guests.	These	issues	led	the	neighbors	
on	Rowena,	who	are	the	most	affected	by	this	devel-
opment,	to	request	that	the	development	not	have	
connecting	streets	or	walkways	to	Rowena.	The	con-
cern	was	that	all	the	visitors	to	the	area	would	park	
on	Rowena,	causing	problems	for	the	residents	of	that	
street.	Also,	these	neighbors	requested	that	HPNA	re-
scind	its	previous	support	for	the	development.

Many	issues	were	raised	in	the	discussion.	Some	
wanted	to	have	only	single	family	homes	developed	
on	the	property.	Others	wanted	the	property	con-
verted	to	a	city	park.	Concerns	were	raised	about	the	
addition of traffic to 51st Street and about flooding.

After	lengthy	debate,	Andy	Jones	made	a	motion	
that	was	amended	by	Bill	Finch	that	HPNA	rescind	
the	last	vote	of	the	HPNA	supporting	the	project	
and	ask	the	City	Council	to	postpone	the	second	and	
third readings to allow time for a traffic study, a flood 
study, and a determination of the specific site plan 
committing	to	the	number	of	units	and	guest	parking.	
V.	R.	Whittington	seconded	the	motion.	It	carried	39	
to	0.

Next,	Ann	Graham	reported	on	floodlines 2008.	
This	production	is	the	performance	installation	cre-
ated	by	Austin	artist	Jaclyn	Pryor.	For	additional	
information,	please	see	page	18	of	the	May	2008	issue	
of	Pecan	Press	or	log	on	to	<www.jaclynpryor.com	>.

	Catherine	Moore	encouraged	everyone	to	vote	in	
the	City	Council	and	School	Bond	elections	on	Satur-
day.	HPNA	hopes	to	help	get	out	more	voters	for	this	
election.

	Catherine	Moore	also	led	the	discussion	about	
the	rezoning	request	that	Twin Liquors	has	pending	
before	the	City	Planning	Commission.	Twin	Liquors	
currently	has	a	small	store	in	the	Hancock Shopping 
Center	and	the	owners	plan	to	move	the	store	to	the	
former	Old	Navy	space	in	that	shopping	center.	Ron	

Continued on page 12
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EarthArt has moved from 
the little orange house at 7th

and Lamar to 211 North 
Loop, next to Epoch 

New Hours: 
Sunday 10-4, Mon-Sat 10-7 

The Beauty of Nature, The Artistry of Generations
Jewelry & Handicrafts from the Global Community 

Austin
211 North Loop(53rd) 

Tel: 512.693.9400 

Bryan
209 South Main Street 

Tel: 979.779.8208 

Attention 
Kidz & Teens

Join us for Kidz Day and take advantage 
of our exclusive one day offer: 

Receive $15 for a new Kid or Teen 
account you open. Also, enter into a 
drawing for a $500 Savings Bond.

Already have an account? We also offer 
Certificates, Money Market accounts, and 
Savings Bonds as long-term savings options.  
Visit ufcu.org for more details.

Date:  June 14, 2008
Time: 10 AM – 2 PM
Location: UFCU N Guadalupe Branch

4611 Guadalupe St



Thrower,	representing	the	owners	of	the	shopping	
center,	was	available	to	answer	questions.	He	has	also	
been	working	with	the	Hancock	Neighborhood	As-
sociation.	Many	concerns	were	discussed,	including	
additional traffic, proximity to the schools, and crime. 
Ann	Graham	moved	that	HPNA	not	take	a	position	
on	the	Twin	Liquors	matter	at	this	time.	If,	after	the	
Hancock	Neighborhood	Association	votes	on	the	mat-
ter,	the	HPNA	President	feels	a	vote	by	the	HPNA	is	
necessary,	she	will	call	a	special	meeting	of	the	HPNA	
before	the	May	13	meeting	of	the	Planning	Commis-
sion.	Lisa	Harris	seconded	the	motion,	and	it	carried	
28	to	0.

	John	Paul	Moore	provided	an	update	on	City of 
Austin tree trimming	in	the	neighborhood.	Several	
trees	on	Peck	near	the	golf	course	will	be	removed	as	
they are creating a traffic hazard and are nearing the 
end	of	their	life	spans.	New	trees	will	be	planted.

	Catherine	Moore	noted	that	the	home	at	4113	
Avenue	F	has	a	pending	demolition	permit	and	she	
expects	the	permit	to	be	released	soon.

	Prior	to	adjourning	the	meeting,	Elaine	Meenehan	
stated	that	at	the	June	meeting	of	HPNA	we	will	dis-
cuss	the	problem	of	tire slashing	and	have	an	update	
on	the	McMansion Taskforce.

	 —	 Pam	Whittington	HPNA	Co-Secretary	
<pamw46@yahoo.com>	
452-9776

May Meeting Minutes...
    …cont’dfrompage10
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Although	crime	is	not	a	thing	of	the	past,	a	recent	
reduction	in	crime	does	seem	to	suggest	that	re-

porting	criminal	activity	produces	results.	There	has	
been	more	police	presence	in	Hyde	Park	over	the	last	
year,	resulting	in	questioning	of	suspicious	persons	
and,	in	some	cases,	arrests.

I	would	like	to	remind	neighbors	that	we	do	have	
a	Neighborhood Watch Program in	Hyde	Park.	At	
this	time,	we	have	45	block	captains	who	are	liaisons	
to	the	Austin	Police	Department	and	are	a	good	re-
source	for	your	questions	and	concerns.	If	you	are	
interested	in	becoming	a	block	captain	or	in	knowing	
if	there	is	a	block	captain	in	your	area,	please	contact	
me	at	<cjwelder@msn.com>.	

Summer	is	an	excellent	time	to	get	neighbors	to-
gether	for	a	meet	and	greet.	Some	block	captains	
have	organized	socials	and	have	developed	a	contact	
list	for	their	neighbors.	This	has	been	an	important	
component	in	keeping	crime	under	control.		When	
neighbors	get	to	know	one	another,	they	tend	to	take	
on	more	of	a	responsibility	to	one	another.	If	we	all	
work	together	with	the	police	force,	criminals	will	
quickly	see	that	Hyde	Park	is	not	the	place	for	them.	

On	a	less	encouraging	note,	I	should	mention	that	
over	the	past	couple	of	weeks	a	few	disturbing	inci-
dents	have	happened.	In	one,	a	woman	was	assaulted	
while	walking	late	at	night.	She	was	hit	on	the	head	
and	knocked	out	by	someone	in	a	passing	vehicle.	
She	was	robbed,	but	her	purse,	with	all	of	its	contents,	
was	found	not	far	from	the	incident.	There	were	re-
ports	of	a	vehicle’s	windows	being	smashed	late	at	
night	and	the	cd/radio	unit	stolen,	that	a	bicycle	was	
stolen	from	a	shed,	that	a	washer	and	dryer	were	sto-
len	from	a	garage	and	lawn	equipment	was	taken	
from	the	back	of	a	truck.	All	of	these	criminal	activi-
ties	serve	to	remind	us	to	stay	alert,	try	to	walk	with	
someone	at	night,	keep	valuables	out	of	sight,	and	
lock	your	doors	and	windows	when	you	leave	the	
house.	Another	reminder	is	that,	when	you	purchase	
new	items	for	your	home	such	as	a	computer,	tv,	or	
other	valuable	items,	keep	the	boxes	out	of	sight	until	
you	break	them	down	for	trash	day.

If	you’re	planning	a	trip	this	summer,	ask	your	
neighbors	to	keep	an	eye	on	your	house	and	give	
them	a	contact	number	while	you	are	away.	Remem-
ber	to	report	any	suspicious	activity	to	the	police.	Call	
311	if	it	is	something	that	has	already	happened	or	911	
if	a	criminal	act	is	in	progress.	Stay	safe	and	have	a	
wonderful	summer!

Pecan Press — June, �008 — Page 1� 

Crime Report
             by Carol Welder

—	 Carol	Welder	
HPNA	Crime	and	Safety	Chair	
<cjwelder@msn.com>

Health First Insurance Services
www.healthfirstinsuranceservices.com

Affordable Health Insurance:  
• Self-employed • Individuals & Families  
• Small Group • Medicare Supplement  
• Dental & Life 

Valerie Mitchell
Authorized Independent Agent

(512) 349-0990

City Plumbing Company
35 YEARS EXPERIENCE
453-1115

Sewer and Water Heater Replacement 
Slab Leaks • Gas Leaks 

Sewer and Drain Cleaning Service 
Repairs • Re-pipes • Remodels

ALL YOUR PLUMBING NEEDS
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May Elections: Room for 
Improvement in Hyde 
Park Turnout
This	year	the	Hyde	Park	Neighborhood	Association	

sponsored	a	Get	Out	the	Vote	effort	for	the	the	May	
10	City	Council,	AISD	school	bonds,	and	Austin	Com-
munity	College	Trustees	election.	The	results	are	in.

The	not-so-good	news	is	that	Hyde	Park’s	voter	turn-
out	provides	plenty	of	opportunity	for	improvement.	
Better	news	is	that	Hyde	Park’s	voting	turnout	percentag-
es	in	this	election	were	slightly	higher	than	Hyde	Park’s	
turnout	in	the	2006	City	of	Austin	election,	in	which	Pre-
cinct	136	had	voter	turnout	of	8.08%	and	Precinct	275	had	
turnout	of	9.37%.	However,	the	results	present	a	dramat-
ic	contrast	to	turnout	in	the	March	4,	2008,	Democratic	
Primary,	which	was	40.83%	in	Precinct	136	and	42.02%	in	
Precinct	275.

The	best	news	is	that	we	have	another	immediate	
chance	to	show	how	much	we	care	about	good	govern-
ment	and	to	improve	our	turnout	by	voting	in	the	June	10	
Runoff	Election	in	the	Place	3	City	Council	race	between	
Laura	Morrison	(38%)	and	Cid	Galindo	(29%).	(Early	vot-
ing	for	the	runoff	is	June	2	to	June	10.)

The	not-so-impressive	news	is	that	Hyde	Park’s	pre-
cincts	voted	in	numbers	only	slightly	higher	than	the	City	
of	Austin’s	overall	average	voter	turnout	of	8.45%	of	reg-
istered	voters.	Since	Hyde	Park	is	generally	rumored	
to	be	discernibly	more	interested	in	and	aware	of	local	
government	and	politics	than	than	other	parts	of	Aus-
tin,	these	results	are,	frankly,	disappointing.	An	informal	
sampling	of	other	central	Austin	precincts	revealed	that	
Hyde	Park	turned	out	at	rates	about	the	same	as	Bould-
in	Creek	and	Travis	Heights,	slightly	less	than	the	rates	in	
Travis	Heights,	but	about	10%	less	than	in	Tarrytown.

Kudos	to	neighbors	who	voted	in	the	early	voting	
and	on	election	day.	They	are	most	appreciated.	May	their	
numbers	increase!
Hyde Park voter turnout numbers follow:

Precinct 136 (Ridgetop	School)	-	8.91%	of	registered	vot-
ers	#	of	registered	voters:	4,	936

	 Total	vote:	440,	Early	vote:	179	(40.68%	of	total	vote)
	 Election	Day	vote:	(59.32%	of	total	vote)
Precinct 275	(Baker	School)	-	10.35%	of	registered	voters	

#of	registered	voters:	3,	537
	 Total	vote:	366,	Early	vote:	118	(32.24%	of	total	vote)
	 Election	Day	vote:	248	(67.76%	of	total	vote)
	 In	every	contested	race,	Hyde	Park	vote	results	favored	the	
candidates	who	ultimately	were	elected,	or	led	into	runoffs	
in	theoverall	election	results.	Hyde	Park	voters	voted	for	the	
AISD	school	bonds	at	a	rate	least	10	percentage	points	high-
er	than	the	district-wide	results.,	

City Council Place 1	(Precinct	136	and	Precinct	275	
%ages)

 Lee Leffingwell* 64.81% 76.38%,
	 Allen	Demling	14.81%	9.91%,
	 Jason	Meeker	23.31%	13.70%
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1000 E 41st St
Austin, TX 78751

A U S T I N  •  F O R T  W O R T H  •  D A L L A S

Don’t take risks with
your biggest investment!

512-246-0024

www.lonsmith.com

Call today for a free no obligation inspection

$100
OFF

Full Roof Replacement
MUST PRESENT AD FOR OFFER.

One of America’s Top 25

ROOFING
CONTRACTORS

City Council Place 2
	 Jennifer	Kim	30.28%	33.90%
 Randi Shade* 65.26% 63.84%
	 Ken	Weiss	4.46%	2.26%
City Council Place 3
 Cid Galindo** 16.63% 17.54%
 Laura Morrison** 54.70% 57.02%
	 Ken	Vasseau	0.72%	0.88%
	 Jennifer	Gale	4.10%	4.09%
	 Sam	Osemene	2.41%	1.75%,
	 Robin	Cravey	21.45%	18.71%
ACC Trustee Place 1
 Time Mahoney** 64.52% 62.65%
 Harrison Keller** 24.73% 28.79%
	 Michael	Reed	10.75%	8.56%
*elected,	**in	run	off
AISD Prop. 1
	 For	80.69%	85.00%
	 Against	19.31%	15.00%
AISD Prop. 2
	 For	81.02%	83.80%
	 Against	18.98%	16.20%
AISD Prop.3
	 For	75.64%	77.65%
	 Against	24.36%	22.35

—	Catherine	Moore	
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NIMBY: NNB?*
*(“Not in My Back Yard”: Not Necessarily Bad?)

An	article	titled	“The	Social	Function	of	NIMBYism”	
by	Matthew	J.	Kiefer	in	the	Spring/Summer	2008	

issue	of	Harvard	Design	Magazine,	places	efforts	by	the	
Hyde	Park	Neighborhood	Association	into	a	broader	
context.	The	term	—	an	acronym	for	“not	in	my	back	
yard”	—	is	so	well	known	that	it	merits	an	entry	in	
the	OED. The author first offers an overview of oppo-
sition	to	new	developments	which	originally	focused	
on	large	infrastructure	projects	and	now	targets	ordi-
nary	developments.

Balancing the benefits of development in the form of 
jobs,	satisfying	housing	demands	and	real	estate	revenue	
with the impact on abutting homeowners — traffic, noise 
and	other	impacts	—	Kiefer	states	that	“in	a	world	in	
which	personhood	is	paramount,	it	does	not	warrant	sup-
port	from	the	abuttors.	Furthermore,	these	opponents	are	
only	trying	to	protect	their	private	domain	from	an	un-
asked-for-risks from which they will derive little benefit.” 
In	conclusion,	”...developers	can	only	address	NIMBYism	
by	appeasement,	control	and	compensation.	(1)	Neigh-
bors must be invited to actually influence development 
outcomes	within	the	bounds	of	feasibility,	which	often	
leads	to	creative	solutions;	and	(2)	Compensation	from	
project	proponents	which	might	include	enhancement	of	
a	neighborhood	park	or	support	for	crime-watch	efforts.

“NIMBYism	serves	many	social	functions.	In	a	demo-
cratic	way,	it	distributes	project	impacts,	forces	mitigation	
measures	to	be	considered	and	adopted,	protects	proper-
ty	values	and	helps	people	adjust	to	unwelcome	change	
in	their	surroundings.”

These	observations	place	past	and	current	efforts	in	
which	the	Hyde	Park	Neighborhood	Association	have	
been	engaged	in	a	broader	context.

The	epic	challenges	to	our	borders	began	when,	in	the	
final decades of the twentieth century, the state legislature 
decreed	that	lands	assigned	to	agencies	such	as	the	Tex-
as	Department	of	Mental	Health	and	Mental	Retardation	
must be developed to generate the highest profitabili-
ty.	Lands	bounded	by	Guadalupe,	38th	Street	and	Lamar	
—	part	of	the	grounds	of	the	Austin	State	Hospital	since	
its	opening	in	1861	—	would	now	become	a	mixed-use	
development	known	as	Central	Park.	The	developers,	
Barshop	and	Oles,	did	offer	a	measure	of	control	and	
compensation	to	the	four	neighborhoods	which	are	im-
pacted	by	Central	Park.	As	stated	on	their	web	site:

Each	neighborhood	had	its	own	concerns,	including	
traffic, flooding, aesthetic and environmental issues. The 
Barshop	&	Oles	Team	met	weekly	with	the	neighborhood	
associations,	including	them	in	the	planning	process.	
Many of their ideas were incorporated into the final de-
sign: a traffic barrier to limit congestion in the Rosedale 
neighborhood, ponds to control flooding in the North 
University	area,	interior	parking	within	the	apartment	
community	to	give	the	area	a	more	residential	feel,	and	a	
focus	on	saving	and	utilizing	native	trees.

Continued on page 18
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Sam Archer
Realtor
Coldwell Banker
633-4650
sarcher@cbunited.com

Zander Blunt 
Mortgage Banker

PrimeLending
381-4642

zblunt@primelending.com

The Avenue D TeAm
serving Hyde Park since sPeedway was a racetrack*

I found it.

It’s that 
easy. I financed it.

* not really.

Lucien, Stirling and Gray  
Advisory Group, Inc. 

Are you looking for expert insight and  
guidance regarding your financial picture? 

As an independent, Austin-based  
Registered Investment Advisor and financial planning firm, 

we specialize in long-term, personal relationships. 
Our clients appreciate our personalized approach! 

We offer fee-based asset management and planning services 
to people who know that wealth is more than just money. 

Give us a call or visit our website —
Please let us know how we can be of service. 

4005 Guadalupe · Austin, TX  78751 
(512) 458-2517 

www.lsggroup.com 

“Smart Decisions About Serious Money” Located in the Historic John Rutledge House 

In Hyde Park since 1992 
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Hyde Park Residents &
Neighborhood Realtors

Search for homes at jeff baker.stanberry.com
Also check out www.jeff bakerart.biz

Doing our part to 

Keep Hyde Park Weird

HybridRealtor@Stanberry.com

Jeff  Baker
619-7421

Kate Baker
750-0376

4000 Duval Street

Working Hands 
Construction

Minor to Moderate Repairs and Remodeling
Decks, Fences and Custom Woodwork

Pain-in-the-Neck Problems Solved
Friendly, Affordable, Hyde Park Based

Call Matthew Young 419-7650

LANIER PLUMBING
Don’t	fuss,	call	us!	

Complete Repair Service
• Hot Water Heaters
• New Installations
• Gas Inspections
• Remodels
• Slab Leaks

Family Owned and Serving Austin since 1931

2300 Pasadena Dr., Austin, Texas 78757

450-1673

The	second	parcel	of	state	lands	—	bounded	by	45th,	
Guadalupe	and	Lamar	—	is	now	known	as	the	Triangle.	
This grassy, park-like field was up-for-grabs, and a suc-
cession	of	real-estate	deals	was,	happily,	doomed	to	fail.	A	
strip mall mentality defined their proposals — including 
a football field-sized Randall’s superstore and a 16-screen 
movie	complex,	all	surrounded	by	vast	paved	parking	
lots.	While	deals	were	being	made	and	broken,	the	ad-
joining	neighborhoods	were	pressing	for	better	solutions	
and	lobbying	the	City	Council	to	join	in	the	effort.

Leading	the	HPNA’s	efforts	to	reconceptualize	the	
Triangle’s	future	were	Susan	Moffat,	Jennifer	Vickers	
and	Suzee	Brooks.	Joining	in	were	the	remarkable	sib-
lings	Sabrina	and	Charles	Burmeister,	then	UT	students,	
who organized the residents of Northfield. All were gal-
vanized	into	a	highly	effective	political	force.	Finally,	
the	neighborhoods	and	the	City	Council	agreed	to	hire	
noted	urban	planner	and	“New	Urbanism”	pioneer	Pe-
ter	Calthorpe	of	San	Francisco.	The	resulting	mixed-use	
development	with	a	grid	of	streets	is	still	being	real-
ized.	Imperfect	perhaps,	but	ever	so	much	better	than	
what	was	originally	proposed,	thanks	to	thousands	of	
volunteer	hours.	And	what	will	be	the	outcome	of	the	cri-
sis-in-progress	involving	the	Texas	Parks	and	Wildlife	
property	on	51st	Street?

While	the	singular	activism	of	Hyde	Park	is	some-
times	criticized,	one	can	wonder	if	other	Austin	
neighborhoods	being	diminished	by	inappropriate	de-
velopment	might	wish	they	had	followed	Hyde	Park’s	
valiant	lead.

—	Mary	Caroline	George
Note: Sabrina Burmeister completed her Ph.D in Neuroscience and is 
now on the faculty of the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill. Her 
brother, Charles, is an award-winning film maker.

NIMBYism: NNB...
    …cont’dfrompage16

Hyde Park UMC Book Club reads Anna Karenina

The Hyde Park UMC Book Club will next read Anna 
Karenina by Leo Tolstoy. The novel is an exploration 
of romance, passion and the effects they have not 
only on the lovers but on those around them.  We 
will meet at 4pm on June 1 in the Parlor at Hyde 
Park United Methodist Church, located at 4001 
Speedway.  Everyone is invited.  Study guides will 
be available.  Please contact the church office at 
(512)453-4206 or <office@hydeparkmethodist.org> 
to request a copy of the study guide.  Hope to see all 
you novel lovers!
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Suzee Brooks, REALTOR®

office 512.499.0499 • fax 512.499.0460 • mobile 512.740.5771 • suzee@lyonrealestate.net

terraces on north

5301A McCandless  $449,500

2931A Eckert Street  $329,500

3109 North IH-35  $12/SF/Year

1507 North Street  • Ten Modern Units
$315,500 - $469,500   •  Now Showing!
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KALANCHOE 
CONSTRUCTION & REMODELING 

ADDITIONS ∙ ROOFING 
DECKS ∙ FENCING 

PAINTING ∙ PLUMBING 
HVAC (512) 565-1448 

bigdavemcclain@gmail.com 

Jobs of All Shapes 
and Sizes 

A Division of Beckham Development 

Rainforest Partnership: 
More of the View from Peru

(The latest in an ongoing series of reports by former HPNA Co-President 
Niyanta Spelman about her and her family’s eco-adventures in points 
considerably south of their home on Avenue F.)

Drive	into	the	past,	glimpses	of	the	
future....

These	past	few	weeks	have	been	a	glimpse	into	the	
lives	of	so	many	different	people	who	live	such	diverse	
lives	themselves.	Going	into	the	jungle	allowed	us	to	
move	further	away	from	human	development	and	the	ef-
fects	of	modern	life,	but	last	month’s	travels,	mostly	in	
central	Peru,	were	like	traveling	back	in	time.

Ten	to	twelve	hours’	drive	from	Lima,	as	the	roads	get	
increasingly	dicey,	one	reaches	communities	that	are	pro-
gressively	a	retreat	into	times	past.	Even	an	hour	or	two	
in	driving	distance	is	enough	to	create	this	regression.	
The	mannerisms,	the	body	language,	the	clothes	people	
wear,	the	way	they	relate	to	outsiders	and	to	each	other,	it	
all	feels	like	a	telescopic	view	back	in	time.

We	started	with	the	Satipo	Road	area,	three	women,	
visiting	eight	cloud	forests	down	to	lowland	Amazon	for-
est communities in five regions in central Peru. The town 
of	Satipo	itself	reminded	me	of	my	home	town	of	Tabora,	
Tanzania.	It	feels	in	part	like	a	frontier	town	it	likely	once	
was,	but	now	it	has	modern	conveniences	amidst	mostly	
dirt	roads.

Continued on page 22
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Trinity United

Methodist Church
Welcoming and affirming all people inclusive of Race, Nationality,
Age, Gender, Gender Identity, Marital Status, Sexual Orientation,

Physical Ability, Mental Ability, Economic Class,
or Educational Class.

Inclusive, Nature-affirming, Creative Worship
Sundays at 8:50 AM & 11:10 AM

600 E. 50th St. / Austin, TX 78751
(512) 459-5835 www.tumc.org

(one block east of Duval)

Where You
Can Be

YOU
diversity welcomed. diversity affirmed.

diversity celebrated!

FREE
Check Engine Light 

Diagnostic Code

off

SAVE $85
(some restriction may apply)

10%
Parts & Labor 

for new customers
on all repairs

*These Coupons  May Only Be Used One At A Time

www.revolutionmotors.com

service@revolutionmotors.com
OR

For Bookings

(some restriction may apply)

512.453.5050

Specializing
and repairs

in the maintenance

for your European Car

Two	hours	away	from	Satipo	up	towards	the	cloud	
forest,	Mariposa	is	just	a	one-street	town.	But	they	have	
internet,	a	restaurant,	bus	service	to	Satipo,	and	a	regu-
lar	town	meeting	—	in	the	middle	of	the	street.	Exhausted	
after	our	long	travels,	for	our	meeting	with	the	commu-
nity	we	accepted	chairs	beside	the	mayor,	who	also	had	
a	chair.	Everyone	else	—	the	old	and	young,	women	with	
children	—	stood	in	a	circle	throughout	the	meeting.	The	
men	did	most	of	the	speaking,	but	the	women	were	part	
of	the	circle	and	talked	just	a	little.

Apaya,	another	couple	of	hours	further	away,	got	
electricity	two	months	ago.	It	now	has	a	TV	bringing	
in	the	world	to	their	lives,	as	well	as	a	community	tele-
phone.	Until	Apaya	got	its	satellite	phone,	the	only	way	
to	transport	sick	folks	or	get	messages	out	quickly	was	to	
use	the	communally	owned	motorcycle.	

Finally,	in	Ullimarca	(oo-jee-MAR-cah),	a	further	hour	
away,	we	came	to	a	place	untouched	by	electricity,	TV,	
even	telephones.	Most	cannot	read,	and	most	have	never	
left	the	village.	As	we	talked	with	the	community	mem-
bers	—	all	of	them	men	—	the	women	silently	came	along	
but	sat	just	outside	the	circle,	carding	wool	and	mak-
ing	thread.	We	asked	the	women	what	they	thought,	but	
none	of	them	would	say.	One	suggested	that	they’d	tell	
us	when	we	returned.	Perhaps	they	didn’t	know	what	to	
do	with	us	—	a	Limeña	(our	young	Peruvian	intern,	Lu-
cia	Eslava),	an	Indian	(myself),	and	a	Scot	(my	Rainforest	
Partnership	board	chair	and	fellow	Austinian,	Hazel	Bar-
bour).	We	made	quite	a	trio.

What	was	most	amazing	was	that	these	communi-
ties,	with	not	much	in	possessions	(the	best	building	in	
the	community	the	school,	and	a	health	center	if	there	
was	a	second	one),	little	if	any	formal	education,	and	lim-
ited	communication	with	the	world	outside	their	villages,	
were	far	more	aware	of	climate	change	than	we	are.

They	have	a	lifetime’s	experience	of	the	weather	and	
the	land.	One	of	them	told	us,	to	general	agreement,	that	
he’d	seen	decreasing	rainfall	in	the	last	few	years	and	
wondered	how	to	deal	with	it.	He	wondered	about	the	
effects	on	his	children.	They	knew	that	their	world	is	
changing	and	they	are	concerned.	Almost	without	fail,	
every	community	talked	about	the	need	to	protect	their	
headwaters,	and	when	asked,	most	linked	their	desire	to	
preserve	their	forests	to	preserving	their	water	supply.

A	couple	of	the	communities	we	met	with	have	
self-imposed	bans	on	cutting	trees.	One	indigenous	
community	of	Chazuta	near	Tarapoto	created	a	large	
community-owned	protected	area	and	a	patrol	squad	
to	enforce	the	protection.	They	are	now	looking	at	sus-
tainable	harvest	of	a	local	palm	for	making	brushes.	Yet	
another	is	preventing	people	from	the	nearby	large	town	
from taking away orchids and butterflies for sale.

(to	be	continued	next	month)

—	Niyanta	Spelman

More Views from Peru...
    …cont’dfrompage20



Pecan Press — June, �008 — Page �� 

HybridRealtor@Stanberry.com
Hyde Park Resident & Neighborhood REALTOR®

Jeff  Baker   619-7421
ABOR, REALTOR®,  Former State Licensed Appraiser   

Address: 113 West 33rd Street
Listed For: $799,000
Classic Aldridge Place estate. 3081sf 4 or 5 bedroom/3 bath main house and 
236 sf garage apt.  Traditional brick construction, slate roof, original long leaf 
pine wood trim, beautiful hardwoods, amazing period tile work, stunning 
master bath, and antique lighting. 

FOR SALE

 
Address: 620 West 35th Street
Listed For: $464,500
Sophisticated remodel 1 block west of Guadalupe. Stunning architecture, 
large corner lot, separate guest bedroom and garage. Totally remodeled 
kitchen and bathrooms with modern fl airs and period detailing. 

Address: 708 Harris Avenue
Listed For: $449,000
Classic Arts and Crafts home on a 50’ X 141’ corner lot.  Large 3/1.5 fl oor-plan 
with an additional 500 sf+ of large attic space waiting to be fi nished out.  
Recent exterior paint, roof and electrical upgrading. Separate 2 car garage 
with a fenced yard only a block from award winning Lee Elementary.  

FOR SALE

FOR SALE

Address: 912 East 37th Street
Listed For: $411,000
Charming bungalow w/bright 1/1 garage apt.  Just remodeled. Features 
custom kitchen cabs., granite counters, new appliances, hardwood fl ooring, 
recent interior paint, lrg dining & laundry, lrg 50’ X 150’ lot, 2 car garage.  Apt 
has sep. laundry room/hardwood fl ooring/central heat and AC. Very private.

SOLD

Address: 3910 Avenue H
Listed For: $739,000
Completed in 2004 this classic Arts and Crafts home in the heart of Hyde Park 
features 3046 sf 4/3 confi guration., bright open fl oorplan, gourmet kitchen 
with granite counters and stainless app., river stone fi replace/oak mantle, 
double insulation, & amazing garden.

FOR SALE

Address: 3713 Robinson
Listed For: $279,900
French Place classic. Tastefully remodeled home in the heart of French Place 
features fully updated kitchen and bathroom, beautiful hardwoods, designers 
colors, versatile 3rd bedroom or 2nd living room, standing seam metal roof, 
and private backyard with deck. 

PENDING

www.YourHarrisHouse.com

www.33StClassic.com

www.35StJewel.com

www.HydeParkAvenueH.com




