
	 When:	 7:00	p.m.		
	 	 Monday,	June	1,	2009	
	 Where:	 Hyde	Park	United		
	 	 Methodist	Church	
	 	 4001	Speedway
	 Who:	 YOU	and	your	neighbors
	 Note:	 HPNA	general	meetings	usually 	
	take	place	on	the	first	Monday	of	each	month.
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See You There!

HPNA General Meeting  
Agenda for June 1st

Continued on page 3

Hyde Park Homes Tour 2009

The	2009	Hyde	Park	Homes	Tour	is	in	less	than	three	
weeks!	Tour	dates	are	Father’s	Day	weekend	June	20-21,	

and	we	have	
six	fantastic	
homes	on	the	
tour	this	year.	
They	include	
two	landmark	
homes,	a	twice-
moved	house	
dating	from	
the	1800’s,	and	
homes	sporting	
five star 
energy	rated	
renovations.	
Enjoy	a	stroll	
from	house	to	house	or	ride	the	buses	and	hear	the	transport	
docents	share	a	little	Hyde	Park	history.

Tickets	are	available	for	ad-
vance	purchase	at	a	discount	at	
HydeParkHomesTour.Org.	They	
may	also	be	purchased	at		
NeWorlDeli	two	weeks	in	advance	
of	the	tour	dates.	On	tour	days,	
tickets	may	be	purchased	at	full	
price	from	10-6	on	Saturday	and	
1-5	on	Sunday	on	the	grounds	of	
the	Church	of	Christ	in	Hyde	Park.	
We’re	still	looking	for	volunteers,	
so	please	contact	John	Williams	
<jawilli@grandecom.net>,	350-1094	
if	you’d	like	to	help	out,	wheth-
er	as	a	docent	or	in	some	other	
role(s).

Proceeds	from	the	tour	will	
help	to	support	neighborhood	im-
provement	efforts,	so	this	is	your	
chance	to	entertain	your	family	
and	friends	and	support	worthy	
neighborhood	projects	all	at	the	
same	time.	After	a	one-year	hiatus,	
you	can	help	make	HPNA’s	revival	
of	the	Homes	Tour	a	great	success!

—	 Barbara	Gibson	
Chair,	2009	Hyde	Park	
Homes	Tour

One of the many attractions on this year’s Homes Tour

Partnerships Work!
Neighbors, HPNA, PARD, Austin 
Energy, and Austin Parks Foun-
dation Work Together to Improve 
Shipe Park

“We	believed	in	our	idea	-	a	family	
park	where	parents	and	children	could	
have	fun	together.”		-	Walt	Disney

Hyde	Park	neighbors	may	have	
noticed	the	many	recent	improve-
ments	to	Shipe	Park.		These	have	
come	about	through	the	efforts	of	
neighbors	working	closely	with	
the	City	of	Austin	and	the	Austin	
Parks	Foundation	to	address	sev-
eral	long-term	needs	of	the	park.		
As	a	result,	we	will	be	assured	of	
continued	enjoyment	of	Shipe	for	
years	to	come.

It’s My Park! Day:		Hyde	Park	
neighbors	have	participated	in	an	an-
nual	spring	work	day	at	Shipe	Park	
as	part	of	the	city-wide	It’s	My	Park!	
Day	sponsored	by	the	Austin	Parks	
Foundation.		Over	100	people	have	
participated	each	of	the	last	three	
years.	Volunteers	have	cleaned	out	
Waller	Creek,	spread	mulch,	raked	
leaves,	painted	benches,	spread	Dillo	
dirt,	planted	grass	seed,	and	gen-
erally	spruced	up	our	park.	Recent	
It’s	My	Park!	Day	events	were	orga-
nized	by	neighborhood	leaders	Betsy	
Clubine	(2007),	Jack	Nokes	(2008),	
and	Mark	Fishman	(2009).
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Hyde Park Neighborhood Association
P. O Box 49427 • Austin, TX 78765

http://www.austinhydepark.org

— HPNA Officers/Steering Committee —
President  
• David Conner• daypaycon@yahoo.com  ............................. 627-0813
Vice President 
• Michelle Paris-White • michelle.pariswhite@gmail.com ...................
Co-Secretaries • John Williams • jawilli@grandecom.net ...................
• Denise Girard • dmgirard@grandecom.net .........................................
Co-Treasurers • Carol Jackson • caroljackson@austin.rr.com  
I Jay Aarons • ijaarons@aol.com • PO Box 49427, Austin, TX 78765
Additional Steering Committee Members: • Dorothy Richter • 
Stan Kozinzky • John Moore • Cynthia Lyons • Wanda Penn • Elaine 
Meenehan • Mark Fishman

HPNA Committee/Task Forces (w/chairs)
AISD • Ann S. Graham, 3815 Ave H .............................................458-8096
Alley Coordinator • Carol Burton, skywash@austin.rr.com .......................
Austin Neighborhoods Council Rep. • Lisa Harris, ljharrisus@yahoo.com
Beautification   .................................................... VOLUNTEER NEEDED
Children’s Programs •  ...................................... VOLUNTEER NEEDED
Church/Neighborhood Liaison • Niyata Spelman, 3802 Ave. F. 459-8349
Communications/Web • Robin Silberling, robin@wcook.org .....452-1783
Crime & Safety • Carol Welder, cjwelder@msn.com ..................459-6205
Development Review  
Catherine Moore • chmoore@austin.rr.com  .................................569-1047
Finance • Nick Van Bavel, nvb123@yahoo.com .........................................
Graffiti Patrol  .................................................... VOLUNTEER NEEDED 
Homes Tour • Barbara Gibson • bg@ghrdlaw.com .....................................
Membership • Jim & Eileen Genevro, jgenevro@earthlink.net ...401-3803
Neighborhood Planning • Karen McGraw, 4315 Ave. C  ............459-2261
Local Historic District • Lorre Weidlich, lweidlich@mail2sevenseas.com 
Shipe Park •  Mark Fishman, m.fishman@yahoo.com ...............656-5505
Sidewalks • Andrew Shea, shea.andrew@gmail.com ..................................
Social • Deaton Bednar, deatonbednar@grandecom.net ..............................
Tree Preservation • JP Moore, johnpaulmoore@austin.rr.com  ...789-7025
Triangle Development • Cathy Echols, 4002 Ave. C ...................206-0729
Zoning • Dorothy Richter, 3901 Ave. G ........................................452-5117

Pecan Press
The Pecan Press is published monthly

by the Hyde Park Neighborhood Association in Austin, Texas.
Note: Each month’s ad and editorial deadline is 

the 15th of month preceding publication.

Editor
Grant Thomas 450-0464 <hgthomas@youthlaunch.org>

Associate Editor
Sarah Sitton 459-4530 207 E. 39th St.

Poetry Editor
Nancy Taylor Day 892-0127 <poemmom@gmail.com>  

4001 Duval (Salon) 78751

Crime & Safety Chairman 
Carol Welder <cjwelder@msn.com>

Production Manager/Advertising Director
Robert M. Farr 731-0617 <bobfarr@austin.rr.com>

Mail Ad Payments to:  
Carol Jackson. P.O. Box 49427, Austin, TX 78765

Mail Ad Artwork to:
Robert M. Farr <bobfarr@austin.rr.com>
7500 Chelmsford Dr. Austin,TX 78736

Distribution Coordinator
Rimas Remeza • 4105 Ave. F • 371-3158 

 <uimas.remeza@yahoo.com>

Area Coordinators
North of 45th/West of Duval • Pam Dozler ........................ 458-8927
North of 45th/East of Duval • Jay Gerard & Carrie Laughlin  371-1546
South of 45th/West of Speedway • Robert Morris & Kathryn Kotrla .. 
   ................................................................................. 371-7246
South of 45th/East of Speedway • Martha Campbell ......... 452-2815

Contributors
Glen Alyn, Candy Gray Becker, Cynthia Beeman, Laurence Becker, Deaton 
Bednar, Mary Collins Blackmon, George Bristol, Chris Brown, Sharon 
Brown, Lewis Brownlow, Kathryn Bryn, Mark Burkhardt, Amon Burton, 
Martha Campbell, Inga Marie Carmel, Josephine Casey, Nicole Caspers, 
Kitty Clark, Carol Cohen Burton, William Cook, Susan Crites Krumm, 
Celeste Cromack, Rob D’Amico, Herb Dickson, Avis Davis, Don Davis, 
Pam Dozler, Russell Duke, Cathy Echols, Carla Feldpausch Siegle, Mark 
Fishman, Merle Franke, Gregory Free, Larry Freilich, Eugene George, 
Mary Carolyn George, Larry Gilg, Susan Gilg, Ann S. Graham, Carolyn 
E. Grimes, Rachel Hector, Ben Heimsath, Albert Huffstickler, Cynthia 
Janis, Liz Jones, Barbara Kelly, John Kerr, Susan Kerr, Bo Kersey, Susan 
Kirk, Mike Kintner, Dennis Lensing, Karen McGraw, Sharon Majors, 
Jason Mann, Libby Malone, Alan Marburger, Peter Maxson, Brook Meggs, 
Elaine Meenehan, Fred Meredith, Susan Moffat, John Paul Moore, Jack 
Nokes, Jill Nokes, Wren Nokes Willeford, Wanda Penn, Cecil Pennington, 
Peter Pfeiffer, Dorothy Richter, Walter Richter, Kristen De La Rosa, Steve 
Sadowsky, Mary Lou Serafine, Sheree Scarborough, Jaime Shimkus, Cathy 
Short, Sarah Sitton, Thad Sitton, Clay Smith, Niyianta Spelman, Jenna 
Stephens, Julie Strong, Kathleen Strong, Debbie Trammell, Rollo Treadway, 
Lao Tzu, Jennifer Vickers, Katie Vignery, Sandra Villalaz-Dickson, Lorre 
Weidlich, Hanna Wiseman Jacobs, Joe Wiseman.

From the President’s Desk:
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Homes Tour Si, Graffiti No!

Hello, Neighbors -- is it my imagination, or is the graffiti getting more 
graphic	around	the	‘hood?.	Lately,		I	been	driving	down	the	Ave-

nues and have been noticing more graffiti on the fences and dumpsters.  
Some	of	it	is	quirte	graphic	in	nature,	and	it’s	really	starting	to	bother	
me.		I	hope	that	this	is	not	a	trend.

As	you	know,	the	2009	Hyde	
Park	Historic	Homes	Tour	will	be	
upon us, so hopefully the graffiti 
can	be	cleaned	up.		I	already	called	
an	apartment	owner	on	Speed-
way about some graphic graffiti on 
their	dumpster.		Hopefully,	by	the	
June	Pecan	Press	distribution,	it	will	
be	taken	care	of.		

Please	welcome	all	the	visitors	
coming	to	the	Homes	Tour	on	Fa-

ther’s	Day	weekend.	Much	hard	
work	has	gone	into	this	event.		So,	
on	behalf	of	the	Hyde	Park	Neigh-
borhood	Association	Steering	
Committee	members,	we	appre-
ciate	and	wholeheartedly	thank	
Barbara	Gibson	(	the	2009	Homes	
Tour	Chair),		all	the	homeowners	
whose	houses	are	on	the	tour,	the	
house	captains,	the	docents,	the	
sponsors,	and	all	the	volunteers.			

—	 David	Conner	
HPNA	President	
<daypaycon@yahoo.com>

Flower power: Kitchen in one of this year’s 
featured homes
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Send in your articles, letters, and photos (but not your 
poetry*) by the 15th of each month to:

	 Editor,	Pecan Press
	 4106	Avenue	F
	 Austin,	TX	78751
	 <hgthomas@youthlaunch.org>

*Send your poems to: 
	 Nancy	Taylor	Day
	 4001	Duval
	 Austin	78751
	 <poemmom@gmail.com>

We Welcome Your Submissions to Pecan Press

Note: The Pecan Press will not publish unsigned/unattributed poetry. All poems (even if written under a pen 
name) must carry a name and address or phone number for identification and verification purposes.

Please enclose a self-addressed, 
stamped envelope for return of your 
materials.

“When	was	the	last	time	you	spent	a	quiet	moment	just	do-
ing	nothing	-	just	sitting	and	looking	at	the	sea,	or	watching	
the	wind	blowing	the	tree	limbs,	or	waves	rippling	on	a	pond,	a	
flickering	candle	or	children	playing	in	the	park”?			 	 	
	 	 	 -	Ralph	Marston

New Trees For Shipe:		In	spring	2008,	over	20	trees	
were	planted	at	Shipe.	This	project	was	funded	by	Aus-
tin	Energy	“mitigation”	funds	(to	mitigate	the	impact	of	
installation	of	power	poles	in	the	neighborhood.)		Neigh-
bor	Jill	Nokes	worked	with	Judy	Fowler	of	Austin	Energy	
to	select	and	site	appropriate	trees	for	the	park.		To	ensure	
the	survival	of	the	trees,	the	project	included	putting	all	
of	them	on	an	irrigation	system.		This	foresighted	effort	
will	ensure	that,	when	and	if	our	beloved	older	trees	pass	
on,	we	will	have	a	new	generation	of	trees	for	Shipe	us-
ers	to	enjoy.

“All	I	need	to	make	a	comedy	is	a	park,	a	policeman	and	a	
pretty	girl.”	 	-	Charlie	Chaplin

Sprinkler System for Playing Field and Pool:		De-
spite annual fertilizing and re-seeding of the playing field 
area	of	the	park,	heavy	use	and	drought	conditions	have	
turned the field to bare dirt and dust by the end of each 
summer.		So	this	year	at	It’s	My	Park	Day,	several	vol-
unteers	proposed	a	solution:	put	in	a	sprinkler	system.		
Neighbor	Jack	Nokes	took	on	this	project.		He	asked	the	
Hyde	Park	Neighborhood	Association	to	fund	up	to	half	
of	the	estimated	$3,600	cost,	and	he	agreed	to	raise	the	
rest	from	neighbors.	Within	a	week,	23	generous	Hyde	
Park	neighbors	(see	list,	below)	had	pledged	the	remain-
ing	amount.	During	this	process	the	idea	was	put	forward	
to	extend	this	project	to	cover	the	large	swimming	pool	
area	as	well.	Neighbor	Nick	van	Bavel	offered	a	match-
ing	grant	for	the	pool	project,	and	within	another	week	
eight	more	neighbors	put	up	the	remainder.		Our	friends	
at the Austin Parks Foundation agreed to provide finan-
cial	oversight	of	the	project,	and	PARD	will	own,	operate,	
and	provide	water	for	the	system.

“And	I	remember	going	to	the	record	studio	and	there	was	
a	park	across	the	street	and	I’d	see	all	the	children	playing	and	
I	would	cry	because	it	would	make	me	sad	that	I	would	have	to	
work	instead.”	 	-	Michael	Jackson

Retaining Wall for the Large Pool.		This	spring	a	
hard-working	PARD	crew	built	a	retaining	wall	at	the	
northwest	corner	of	the	large	pool	at	Shipe.	This	improve-
ment	not	only	will	address	an	erosion	problem,	but	it	

has	also	created	a	level	area	for	sun-bathing	on	those	hot	
summer	days.		With	the	addition	of	new	sod,	and	the	as-
surance	of	regular	watering	of	the	grass	around	the	pool,	
the	Shipe	Pool	experience	will	continue	to	improve.

“If	people	don’t	want	to	come	out	to	the	ball	park,	nobody’s	
gonna	stop	‘em.”		 -	Yogi	Berra

Partnerships Work.	The	recent	improvements	to	
Shipe	Park	are	a	reminder	of	the	power	of	partnerships.		
When	neighbors	work	together	with	PARD,	the	Aus-
tin	Parks	Foundation,	Austin	Energy,	and	HPNA,	we	all	
have	a	greater	sense	of	ownership,	accountability,	and	
pride.		The	success	of	collaborative	projects,	such	as	ones	
at	Shipe	and	Sparky	Park,	shows	that	neighbors	who	care	
about	the	quality	of	life	in	Hyde	Park	can	make	a	real	dif-
ference.

Many Thanks to Our Neighbors.		The	following	is	a	
list	of	neighbors	who	contributed	to	the	Shipe	Park	Sprin-
kler	System	Project:

Park Benefactors: $1,800
-	Hyde	Park	Neighborhood	Association

Park Heroes: Over $500
-	Linda	and	Nick	van	Bavel,	Thad	Avery

Platinum : $200 - $300
-	Jackie	Dano	and	Bain	Perkins,	Jennifer	Vickers	and	

Lee	Walker,	Mark	Strüb	(Strüb	Residential),	Carol	Welder

Gold: $100
-	Don	and	Sharon	Brown,	Mark	and	Aviva	Fishman,	

Michael	Horowitz	and	Betsy	Clubine,	Terry	Meene-
han,	Jill	and	Jack	Nokes,	Chandra	Roukema	and	Wouter	
Habraken,	Robin	Silberling	and	William	Cook,	Maury	
Sullivan	and	Todd	Pruner,	Jack	Taylor	and	Peter	Maxson,	
Linda	Team,	Grant	and	Margot	Thomas,	Jon	Wainwright,	
Joan	Yamini	and	Gary	Freeman
Silver: $50

-	I.	J.	Aarons,	Mitch	Berman	and	Ingrid	Johnson,	
Maya	and	Leah	Berry,	Nancy	Hohengarten,	John	and	
Susan	Kerr,	Michelle	Rossomando	and	John	Williams,	
Adam	Wilson	
Bronze: $25 

-	Katherine	Chiarello,	Jeff	and	Cori	Ervin,	Lar-
ry	Freilich,	Ann	Graham	and	Arlen	Johnson,	Norman	
Johns,	Barbara	Mahler

Partnerships Work! ...
    …cont’dfrompage1
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Hyde Park Scout Completes 
Conservation Project at the 
Elizabet Ney Museum
Hyde	Parker	Nick	Johns,	a	Boy	Scout	in	Hyde	Park-

based	Troop	459,	has	completed	a	required	project	
for	his	Eagle	Scout	award.	Nick’s	project	also	makes	
him	eligible	for	
the	William	T.	
Hornaday	Con-
servation	Badge,	
a	very	prestigious	
award,	earned	by	
Scouts	who	com-
plete	a	certain	
group	of	conser-
vation-related	
Merit	Badges	(in-
cluding	Soil	and	
Water	Conser-
vation,	Forestry,	Environmental	Science,	Gardening,	
Landscape	Architecture	and	others)	and	complete	a	
significant conservation project. Nick, working with 
the	staff	at	the	Elisabet	Ney	Museum	and	the	City	of	
Austin	Parks	and	Recreation	Department,	planned	and	
completed	an	invasive	species	removal	project	along	
Waller	Creek	between	the	bridge	at	Avenue	F	and	the	
old dam on the Creek. This project is one of the first 
phases	of	a	landscape	restoration	project	being	con-
ducted	at	the	Ney	Museum,	with	the	ultimate	goal	of	
returning	the	landscape	to	the	prairie	conditions	that	
existed	in	the	early	twentieth	century	when	Ms.	Ney	
was	in	residence.	

Nick,	scouts	and	adults	from	Troop	459,	friends,	
neighbors	and	family	invested	over	140	hours	on	three	
weekends	working	on	the	project.	In	early	March,	Nick	
identified poison ivy along the creek, and working with 
City	Parks	and	Recreation	crews,	covered	several	areas	of	
pre-emergent	poison	ivy	with	six-mil	black	plastic	(spray-
ing	herbicide	along	the	creek	was	not	an	option).	With	
most	of	the	poison	ivy	covered,	city	crews	operated	chain	
saws	to	cut	overgrown	“junk”	vegetation	along	the	creek,	
which	the	boys	hauled	to	the	edge	of	Avenue	F	for	remov-
al	and	disposal.	In	total,	several	hundred	cubic	yards	of	
unwanted	vegetation	and	trash	was	removed,	exposing	
several	old	hardwood	trees	and	opening	the	otherwise	
overgrown	creek	corridor.	According	the	Ney	Museum	
staff, this project had the unintended benefit of making 
this	portion	of	the	creek	a	little	less	welcome	to	the	home-
less	persons	who	appear	to	have	frequented	the	area.

Nick	Johns	grew	up	in	Hyde	Park,	attended	Lee	El-
ementary,	Kealing	Magnet	School,	learned	to	swim	in	
Shipe	Pool,	and	is	currently	a	Senior	at	the	Liberal	Arts	
and	Sciences	Academy	at	LBJ	High	School.	He	will	attend	
Austin	College	in	Sherman,	Texas	in	the	fall,	and	is	con-
sidering	majoring	in	Environmental	Science.

Scout volunteers cutting down Legustrum

Hyde Park Handyman
Big or Small, We Do it All

PETE REED

20 Years Experience
Free Estimates
(512) 736-6539
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ENJOY
Summer
School!
Enroll
Now!

Griffin Summer School:
Relaxed, Engaging 
Educational!
Credits Transfer

griffinschool.org Glass Mosaic
by Oona McLean ’09

Joe Zakes

Residential Remodeling
From Additions to Repairs

apcaustin.com

LANIER PLUMBING
Don’t	fuss,	call	us!	

Complete Repair Service
• Hot Water Heaters
• New Installations
• Gas Inspections
• Remodels
• Slab Leaks

Family Owned and Serving Austin since 1931

2300 Pasadena Dr., Austin, Texas 78757

450-1673

Working Hands 
Construction

Minor to Moderate Repairs and Remodeling
Decks, Fences and Custom Woodwork

Pain-in-the-Neck Problems Solved
Friendly, Affordable, Hyde Park Based

Call Matthew Young 419-7650

Mings 
Café 
now 

delivers 
to Hyde 

Park!

Free  
appetizer 

with all 
deliveries  

$15 min 
order
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 Homes Tour, Anyone? - Homes Tour, Everyone! As noted 
in this and our previous issue, the annual*  Hyde Park Homes 
Tour — after a one-year hiatus in 2008 to tend to Local Historic 
District issues — will be very much back in business in 2009, on 
the upcoming Fathers’ Day weekend. As in previous years, the suc-
cess of the Tour will be very much dependent on lots of neighbors 
pitching in and helping out — as docents, guides, lemonade stand 
merchants, good will ambassadors for the ‘hood, and a host of oth-
er volunteer roles. So if you’d like to help, please contact HPNA 
Co-Secretary and docent coordinator John Williams <jawilli@
grandecom.net>, 350-1094 — he’d love to plug you into the  
action!

 * (We checked the PP archives, and the ‘07 Tour was the 
32nd Annual; so we’re assuming that the ‘09 edition should be 
referenced as the 33d Annual. But since we skipped a turn in ‘08, 
maybe we call this year’s event the 33d Virtually Annual? Usually 
Annual? )

    

 Notable Neighbors Dept.: Thankfully, we have LOTS of 
them, including....

 ...Jack Nokes of 4200 Ave. F, who rallied the HPNA and a 
host of generous (and similarly notable) neighbors in support of 
installation of long-needed sprinkler systems for Shipe Park. This 
initiative is but the latest in a series of park improvement efforts 
that have been inspired and driven by neighbors’ involvement, and 
predicated on partnership with kindred park-o-philic organizations 
and souls elsewhere in the city. Elsewhere in this issue is an article 
spotlighting all that has been accomplished through these efforts, 
and recognizing all the neighbors who contributed so generously 
to the sprinkler project.

 ...Eric Stumberg of 3911 Avenue D, whose stellar efforts on 
behalf of Big Brothers Big Sisters in Central Texas and beyond 
were recently recognized in a piece in the American-Statesman. An 
excerpt: “Eric Stumberg, founder and CEO of Tengo Internet Inc., 
was selected by Big Brothers Big Sisters of America to serve on its 
National Leadership Council...As a member of the Council, Stum-
berg will help promote communication between affiliates and assist 
in the development and implementation of nationwide programs.” 
Right on, (Big) Brother Stumberg!

 ...Asti Trattoria proprietors Emmett and Lisa Fox, whose 
establishment at 43d and Duval ranked an impressive 6th in the 
Austin Chronicle’s 2009 Restaurant Readers’ Poll. Moreover, only a 
frisbee toss or two distant from Hyde Park is their other restaurant, 
Fino, which came in at #2 in the poll. In sum, two spots in the 
Top Ten — Congratulations and Bon Appetit, Foxes!!

Around & About the Avenues
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Jessica & Joe
Honegger, Realtors 512.497.9252

Tejas Trust Parternship

Research shows that yellow elicits a buying emotion. Plant 
mountains of marigolds in your front yard to help sell your 
home this spring. With 15 years experience in construction, 
design, and house flipping, we know what sells a house. Visit 
our blog for more home selling tips.  Our specialized 
marketing plan includes: 

Watch Jessica give an
 expert market analysis on
   HGTV’s “My house is  
        worth what?”
  www.jhresidential.com

Professional photographer

Virtual tour and website 
Broker/agent open house
Exposure in multiple websites 

Automated feedback from buyers previewing your home
Trendy marketing material that showcase your home

Expert staging and decorating advice that comes from a
combined 15 years experience in construction and design work 
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HPNA May 2009
Meeting Minutes
At	7	p.m.	on	Monday,	May	4th,	at	the	Hyde	Park	

Methodist	Church,	HPNA	President	David	Con-
ner	began	the	meeting.	

First	on	the	agenda	was	Mark	Fishman,	speaking	
on	behalf	of	Jack	Nokes,	to	discuss	the	irrigation sys-
tem for Shipe Park.	Mark	mentioned	that	over	$1,000	
had	already	been	raised	in	private	donations,	and	that	the	
maximum	needed	was	$3,000	(see	related	update	in	this	
issue).	HPNA	will	match	the	private	donations,	so	we	are	
really	close	to	meeting	the	funding	needs.	If	you	would	
like	to	make	a	private	donation,	you	can	do	so	by	going	
to	<www.austinparks.org/member.html>.	From	there,	
go	to	the	section	that	reads,	“Gifts	to	Special	Funds,”pull	
down	the	menu	and	highlight	“Shipe	Park	Sprinklers,”	
and	then	click	on	the	button	that	reads	“Give	Special	
Fund	Gift	Now.”

Next,	Chris Riley, candidate for City Council Place 
#1,	addressed	the	group.	He	introduced	himself,	remind-
ed	everyone	to	go	out	and	vote	in	the	upcoming	local	
elections,	and	discussed	his	support	for	many	of	the	pro-
grams	that	the	HPNA	supports,	such	as	the	formation	of	
the	Local	Historic	District	and	the	Tree	Preservation	Pro-
gram.

Next,	Mike	Robbins	spoke	about	his	experiences	
over	the	years	protesting	his	property	taxes	at	the	Trav-
is County Appraisal District (TCAD).	Some	suggestions	
he had were to try to fight the improvement value of your 
property	by	comparing	it	to	other	properties	in	the	area	
in	terms	of	class	and	grade	of	construction.	He	mentioned	
that	photographs	are	helpful	in	this	argument,	and	en-
couraged	folks	to	ask	for	comps	of	other	properties	by	
calling	and	requesting	them	directly	from	TCAD.

Finally,	Niyanta	Spelman,	former	HPNA	Co-Pres-
ident	and	current	Executive	Director	of	Rainforest 
Partnership,	gave	a	presentation	on	rainforest	protection	
and	the	problems	with	deforestation	around	the	world.	
The	goal	of	their	organization	is	to	identify	threats	to	for-
ests	around	the	world,	to	create	sustainable	economic	
alternatives	to	deforestation,	and	to	raise	awareness	of	
the	issue.	One	of	the	facts	that	Niyanta	pointed	out	was	
that	20-25%	of	greenhouse	gas	emissions	comes	from	de-
forestation.	As	a	comparison,	all	carbon	emissions	from	
transportation	around	the	world	represent	less	than	the	
amount	from	deforestation.	In	concluding,	Niyanta	ex-
plained	that	she	was	a	part	of	this	organization	because	
she	thinks	it	is	important	to	explain	the	role	that	rainfor-
ests	play	in	climate	change,	that	choices	we	all	make	for	
our	lifestyles	all	around	the	world	matter,	and	that	we	
need	to	start	treating	rainforests	as	if	they	are	our	own	
backyard.	She	ended	with	this	quote:		“What	happens	
there	affects	us	all	everywhere.”If	you	would	like	more	
information	on	this	organization,	you	can	go	to	their	web-
site	at	<www.rainforestpartnership.org>	and	they	are	also	
on	Facebook.

—	 John	A.	Williams,		
HPNA	Co-Secretary	
<jawilli@grandecom.net>
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      More COMPETITIVE
RATES ON HOMEOWNERS...

    Make the switch to State Farm Lloyds and save 
        as much as  on your homeowners policy.* 
     It’s time to check your homeowners coverage and compare. 
Your home deserves to be with a top contender for competitive rates.

statefarm.com®

Call me today for more information.

Steve Vinklarek, Agent
3700 N IH 35
Austin, TX 78705
Bus: 512-452-0214
www.steveinsures.com

15%

*Average annual per household savings based on a national 2008 survey of new policyholders who reported savings by switching to State Farm.
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FREE
Check Engine Light 

Diagnostic Code

off

SAVE $85
(some restriction may apply)

10%
Parts & Labor 

for new customers
on all repairs

*These Coupons  May Only Be Used One At A Time

www.revolutionmotors.com

service@revolutionmotors.com
OR

For Bookings

(some restriction may apply)

512.453.5050

Specializing
and repairs

in the maintenance

for your European Car

Grow Your Own Food…
here’s an ambitious new 
opportunity in Austin!

Many	neighbors	may	already	know	Austin	Green	
Art	(AGA	-	<www.austingreenart.org>	)	for	its	

Earth	Day	events,	for	its	presence	at	SXSW,	and/or	for	
its	community	efforts	expanding	the	notion	of	public	
engagement	about	the	environment	through	creativ-
ity.		Well,	now	AGA	is	further	expanding	its	scope	of	
work	to	include	interesting	new	initiatives	that	foster	
the	development	of	home	gardens.		Read	on:

1)		Want	to	plant	a	garden,	but	need	assistance?	
AGA’s	new	local	business,	Green	Collar,	has	started	
a	service	called	Resolution	Gardens.		Their	motto	is	
“Grow	food.		We’ll	help.”	<http://www.resolution-
gardens.com>		They	have	gotten	off	to	an	ambitious	
start,	building	a	garden	a	week	since	mid-March,	in-
cluding	a	large	garden	at	St.	Edwards	University.

2)	Instead	of	paying	to	grow	grass,	GET	PAID	to	
grow	food!		Wheatsville	Food	Co-op	envisions	a	de-
centralized	urban	food	grid,	where	neighbors	provide	
produce	for	each	other,	and	for	restaurants	and	gro-
ceries	—	the	Wheatsville	Gro-op!		If	1%	of	Austinians	
are	over-producing	a	basket	of	tomatoes	with	their	
home	gardens,	that’s	10,000	bushels!			A	North	Uni-
versity	neighbor	is	donating	the	installation	of	a	1800	
square	foot	garden	in	his	backyard.		The	garden	main-
tenance	will	be	funded	by	Wheatsville	and	they	will	
harvest	all	the	produce	for	their	deli	operation.		This	
is the first pilot Wheatsville YardFarm.   Become a 
member	at		<www.wheatsville.coop/gro-op.html>		
You	can	donate	time,	money,	talents,	a	garden	plot,	
and/or	a	yard	to	build	this	endeavor	--	the	site	will	
tell	you	how.		

3)	Attend	the	June	1st	HPNA	meeting	and	hear	
about	these	opportunities	and	more	from	AGA’s	di-
rector	Randy	Jewart,	or	contact	Randy	at	<randy@
austingreenart.org>.

Thanks!	
--	Ann	Graham
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ARBORTECH
Member of and Certified by The International 

Society of Arboriculture 

Stan Noblett, B. S. Molecular Biology 

940-0705
Residential-Commercial

· Sick Tree Diagnosis         · Pruning 
· Storm Damage               · Removal 
· Ball Moss           · Cabling & Bracing 
· Lot Clearing            · Roof Clearing 
· Appraisal · Native Tree Experts 

Complete Tree Service 

www.arbortech.org



Page 1� — June, �009 — Pecan Press

GWYNDOWSGWYNDOWS
Window Cleaning

WOMEN OWNED
AND OPERATED

*Commercial and Residential
*Highest Quality

*Excellent Customer Service
*Fully Insured
*AFFORDABLE

*FREE ESTIMATES!

444-1954 • www.Gwyndows.com

Mention this ad for15 %
OFF

PremierRP Realty
Your neighborhood REALTOR
Sales • Investments • Property Management

PremierRP RG
ua

d
a

lu
p

e
 S

t.

W. 34th St.

Like Hyde Park,
we are one of a kind.

3401 Guadalupe St.
512.479.9922

www.PRaustin.com Call to
day fo

r a
 FREE

broker’s 
analysis 

& 

consulta
tio

n.

Shipe Pool 
Opening Party!
Saturday, June 13th, 12-3pm
• Live Music
• Burgers on the Grill
• Bonding Time with your 
Neighbors
Hosted	by	the	Friends	of	Shipe	Pool
Generous	Sponsorship	from	Grande	
Communications,	Hyde	Park	
Neighborhood	Association	and	The	
Griffin School

The	heat	of	summer	always	starts	early	in	Austin,	
so	we	are	fortunate	that	our	neighborhood	pool	

provides	wonderful	wet	relief	for	kids,	parents,	early-
morning	lap	swimmers,	and	late	afternoon	pool-side	
loungers.	Shipe	Pool	opens	on	Tuesday	June	9th	this	
year,	so	Friends	of	Shipe	Pool	are	hosting	a	pool	open-
ing	party	to	help	us	celebrate	the	start	of	summer	and	
the	gift	of	our	neighborhood	pool!

With	help	from	some	generous	support	from	our	
sponsors,	we	will	have	burgers	and	sodas	and	some	
excellent	live	music	(band	to	be	announced).	Big-
hearted	support	also	comes	from	our	neighborhood	
partners	The	Daily	Juice,	Quack’s	Coffee	Shop,	and	
Fresh	Plus	who	are	contributing	food	and	iced	coffee	
to	the	event.	Neighbors	are	invited	to	bring	side	dish-
es, other drinks, and/or desserts to fill out our lunch 
tables.

The	main	goal	of	this	party	is	to	provide	a	casual	
time	and	space	to	visit	with	each	other	and	appreciate	
the	swimming	pool	that	is	a	focal	point	of	the	sum-
mer	experience	in	Hyde	Park.	We	will	also	be	raising	
the	funds	needed	to	extend	our	pool	season	a	cou-
ple	of	extra	weeks	at	the	end	of	the	summer.	Friends	
of	Shipe	Pool	is	seeking	to	raise	the	approximate	sum	
of	$3500	needed	to	keep	the	pool	open	through	Labor	
Day	weekend	°©	two	full	weeks	beyond	the	current-
ly	projected	closing	date	of	August	22nd.	(Remember	
how	hot	it	is	at	that	time	of	year?!)	This	is	a	very	feasi-
ble	fundraising	goal	if	everyone	who	enjoys	the	pool	
will	make	a	contribution,	so	bring	a	check	to	the	party	
or just put five bucks in the donation jar we will have 
available.	Whether	you	can	contribute	to	the	cause	or	
not	right	now,	we	hope	you	will	suit	up	and	come	for	
a	swim,	a	burger,	some	music	and	some	neighborly	
bonding!

See	you	at	the	pool!
—	 	Adam	Wilson,	for	the		

Friends	of	Shipe	Pool
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Vintage Properties Available

Lin Team
Old Austin Realtor®

Helping people save old Austin,
one house at a time....

600 Bellevue Place, Austin, Texas  78705
512-472-1930 lteam@austin.rr.com

www.TheKinneyCompany.com

4104 Avenue B  - Turn this dear 1910 wing
and gable Victorian cottage into a home worthy
of its character and location under huge post
oaks on one of Hyde Park’s best streets.  It needs
a lot of work but the lot is large enough for
expansion and there is alley access. $275,000.

3913 Avenue G  The 1893 Page-Gilbert House,
in the National Register of Historic Places, was
one of Austin’s first to be zoned historic. It has
2 or 3 bedrooms, 1.5  baths, +/- 2000 sf,
faithfully restored with period finishes. Recent
2-car garage has a workshop and upstairs

apartment. $649,000. SOLD

3103 Harris Park Ave This 1930 Cottage, a
short walk from UT, has 4 bedrooms and 2
baths plus a 2 car garage with a 500 sf upstairs
apartment.  Redone in and out with decorator
colors.  It has a town-house-size lot, but
Eastwoods Park is only steps away. $469,000.

804 Leonard Featured on the 2001 AIA Austin
Architects Tour, this 1930 cottage is updated and
enlarged by architects Lina Husodo and James
Linville of Studio H+L.  Quietly tucked away on a
short, hidden, street ending at a footbridge to
Eastwoods Park, it has 3 bedrooms, 3 baths, 2
living, office and a screened porch. $539,000
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City Plumbing Company
35 YEARS EXPERIENCE
453-1115

Sewer and Water Heater Replacement 
Slab Leaks • Gas Leaks 

Sewer and Drain Cleaning Service 
Repairs • Re-pipes • Remodels

ALL YOUR PLUMBING NEEDS

The Local Historic 
District Corner

Writer’s note: This column will appear regularly while the Local Historic 
District project is underway. If you have any questions or concerns about 
local historic districts that you would like addressed, please get in touch: 
<lweidich@mail2sevenseas.com> or 300-2228.

As	I	write	this,	the	Bradford-Nohra	house	at	43rd	
and	Avenue	G	stands	in	imminent	danger	of	

demolition.	Despite	the	work	of	many	people	to	re-
search	it,	document	it,	negotiate	over	it,	and	work	to	
preserve	it,	and	despite	the	fact	that	both	the	Histor-
ic	Landmark	Commission	and	the	City	Council	(on	
first reading) voted unanimously for it to become a 
historic	landmark,	the	permit	has	been	issued.	Why?	
Because	of	a	supposed	error	on	the	part	of	the	City,	
“discovered”	by	the	city	attorneys	a	few	days	before	
the house’s final historic determination. 

Does	this	sound	familiar?	It	should.	The	same	thing	
happened	about	a	year	ago,	when	the	Gertrude	Jones	
house,	which	also	was	on	the	path	to	historic	landmark	
status,	was	demolished	because	of	an	error	on	the	part	of	
the	City.	That	lot	is	now	empty.	We	don’t	know	yet	what	
will	replace	the	Gertrude	Jones	house;	we	believe	that	the	
Bradford-Nohra	house	will	be	replaced	by	a	four-plex	
if	it’s	demolished.	Is	that	what	we	want	occupying	an	
important	corner	lot?	Or	do	we	want	a	vintage	home,	re-
stored	and	housing	a	Hyde	Park	family?

Two	houses,	on	their	way	to	historic	zoning,	sabo-
taged	by	a	city	error.	One	thing	these	two	cases	makes	
abundantly	clear	is	the	lack	of	support	by	the	City	of	Aus-
tin	for	historic	preservation.	The	second	thing	these	cases	
make	clear	is	the	need	for	a	local	historic	district,	with	its	
protection	of	not	just	historic	landmarks	but	contributing	
structures.	In	the	area	we’re	proposing	for	a	local	historic	
district,	70	to	75%	of	the	structures	are	contributing.

We’re	moving	into	the	home	stretch.	Our	neighbor-
hood	survey	has	been	done.	After	a	year	and	a	half	of	
work,	we	have	design	guidelines.	Preservation	Central	
is	working	on	the	remaining	paperwork	for	our	nomina-
tion,	and	our	online	database	of	historic	data	will	soon	be	
up	and	running.	

At	the	June	HPNA	meeting,	there	will	be	a	presenta-
tion	about	the	local	historic	district.

That	same	presentation	will	be	online.	During	the	
next	two	months,	someone	who	lives	close	to	you	will	
invite	you	to	a	block	gathering	to	talk	to	you	about	the	
benefits of creating a local historic district. Bring your 
questions.	If	your	neighbor	can’t	answer	them,	she	or	he	
will	bring	them	to	me	and	I’ll	track	down	the	answers.	
We	need	your	support	so	that	we	don’t	lose	another	Ger-
trude	Jones	or	Bradford-Nohra	house.

—	 Lorre	Weidlich	
Hyde	Park	Local	Historic	District	Chair
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Suzee Brooks, REALTOR®

mobile 512.740.5771 • office 512.499.0499 • fax 512.499.0460 • suzee@lyonrealestate.net

904 Cedar Glen       CONTRACT PENDING

4504 Avenue C SOLD Pre-MLS

5304 Abingdon SOLD Pre-MLS

terraces on north

1507 North Street    terracesonnorth.com
Only Two Units Left! FOR SALE OR LEASE PRIME CENTRAL EAST

COMMERCIAL ACRE
• mixed-use site
• owner will build to suit
• mls 9121590

www.anchoraustin.com

FOR SALE or LEASE

I had this property

under contract in

THREE DAYS.

Let me MARKET & SELL
your Austin home!

2027 Anchor Lane

Lucien, Stirling and Gray  
Advisory Group, Inc. 

THE FINANCIAL WORLD HAS 
CHANGED...

Your personal situation has been impacted and the 
need for a new plan of action has become a  

high priority. 

Now, more than ever, you need prudent and timely 
advice from an independent financial advisor who 

works for you . 

Give us a call or visit our website.    

4005 Guadalupe · Austin, TX  78751 
(512) 458-2517 

www.lsggroup.com 

“Smart Decisions About Serious Money” Located in the Historic John Rutledge House 

In Hyde Park since 1992 
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LANIER PLUMBING
Don’t	fuss,	call	us!	

Complete Repair Service
• Hot Water Heaters
• New Installations
• Gas Inspections
• Remodels
• Slab Leaks

Family Owned and Serving Austin since 1931

2300 Pasadena Dr., Austin, Texas 78757

450-1673

Off the Grid in Hyde Park

Five	years	ago,	we	took	advantage	of	
Austin	Energy’s	rebate	program	to	install	

a	3	KW	PhotoVoltaic	System	on	the	roof	of	
our	home.	Rebates	for	PV	systems	at	that	
time	were	around	80%	of	the	installed	price.	
The	3	KW	system,	installed	by	Texas	Solar	
Power	Company,	cost	a	little	over	$18,000,	
including	installation	and	sales	tax.	After	
the	rebate,	our	out-of-pocket	expense	was	
a	little	over	$4000.	The	system	went	“on-
line”	in	February,	2005	and	has	been	steadily	
cranking	out	power	from	the	sun;	over	13	
MegaWatt	Hours	since	it	was	installed.	The	
system	reduced	our	monthly	electric	bill	by	
roughly	half	during	the	non-air-conditioning	
months	(from	the	mid	$50	range	to	the	mid	
$20	range).

As	a	part	of	a	current	remodel	project	on	our	ga-
rage	apartment,	we	installed	another	3	KW	system,	
which	went	active	in	January	of	this	year.	So	far	this	
year,	we	have	paid	less	than	$4.00	for	electricity	to	
Austin	Energy.	In	fact,	our	April	bill	was	$0	for	elec-
tricity	–	0	KWHr	usage	(there	is	a	$6.00	customer	
charge	by	Austin	Energy	that	you	pay	whether	you	
use	any	electricity	or	not.)

Both	of	the	systems	are	“grid-tie”	systems,	which	
means	that	they	return	power	to	the	grid	–	turning	the	
meter	backwards	-	whenever	your	usage	is	less	than	
the	PV	system	is	producing.

The	rebate	from	Austin	Energy	has	fallen	to	
around	50%	of	the	installed	cost,	but	there	is	a	federal	
tax	credit	that	we	will	receive	on	our	2008	federal	tax	
bill	that	will	bump	it	up	close	to	the	80%	range	again.	
So,	for	less	than	the	price	of	a	fairly	modest	used	car,	
“energy	independence”	is	a	step	closer	to	reality	in	
Austin	–	thanks	to	a	very	progressive	utility	company	
and a finally-getting-the-message federal government.

If	you	would	like	more	information,	or	to	get	a	
“tour”	of	the	Avenue	G	power	plant,	please	give	us	a	
call	at	452-0077	or	email	<gilg@dieproducts.org>.

—	Larry	and	Susan	Gilg
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Beginning Sewing  |  Intermediate Sewing
Fashion Illustration  |  Hat Design  |  Purse Design

       THE AUSTIN SCHOOL OF 
                 FASHION DESIGN

WWW.ASFDESIGNS.COM
INFO@ASFDESIGNS.COM

512-448-9636
3216 S. Congress Ave  | Austin, TX  78704

Ages 8-16 | Easy Online Registration! 

1000 E 41st St
Austin, TX 78751
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The Triangle

sunstoneyoga.comsunstoneyoga.com
4616 Triangle Ave #406 Austin, Texas 78751 ● 512.287.7047 x111

NOW
OPEN Coffee Shop,  

Early Morning
So pretty: all her secrets
tucked inside her power suit.
Something so very stirring
about women on their way
to work, the morning spread
out around them, arrayed in
the day’s finery, minds on
the day ahead.  Why is this
so sexual?  Why do I think
of the warm flesh enfolded
in this austerity?  I imagine
morning showers, dressing
before a mirror, flesh
disappearing into fabric
while features contract,
compress into their morning
mould.  I sit and watch them
feeling peaceful suddenly,
feeling the rightness of
things as they move past me
poised and exotic.  Yes,
truly it’s a woman’s world.
I wouldn’t have it any other way.

—  Albert Huffstickler  
6.6.2000

Hyde Park Poets
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HybridRealtor@Stanberry.com
 Hyde Park Resident & Neighborhood REALTOR®

Jeff  Baker   619-7421
ABOR, REALTOR®,  Former State Licensed Appraiser   

Address: 4701 Evans Avenue
Listed For: $295,000
Great house on a great lot. Outstanding location- just a few blocks from all 
the Hyde Park shops and restaurants. Enormous 75’X135’ / 10,125sf corner lot. 
Bright open fl oor plan with huge windows and hardwood fl ooring. Large hip 
kitchen, versatile utility room, formal dining room, and a study with french 
doors overlooking the huge private back yard. 

Address: 4812 Caswell Avenue
Listed For: $269,900
Perfect owner occupy - let side B be pay for ± 100K of your mortgage.  
Expansion possibilities - adding bedrooms at $500-$600/month per bedroom 
could make this a huge money maker.  These units are super tasteful, rock solid 
and in an amazing location.    

Address: 1200 Norwood Road
Listed For: $228,000
Cute 2/1 home (1426 sf) on a huge tree-covered .28 acre lot. Just north of Airport 
Blvd and adjoining the Mueller development hike and bike trail. (trail actually 
enters neighborhood via an easement on the west edge of the property)  Close to 
everything, great investment potential, and at a bargain price.    

Address: 4102 Peck Avenue
Listed For: $399,000
Stylish remodel across from Hancock Golf Course.  Features include NEW 
electrical and plumbing/roof/siding with insulated exterior and most interior 
walls/energy effi  cient low-E Pella windows/slab granite counters in kitchen and 
baths/wood fl oors throughout/stainless appliances/HVAC system. 

Address: 113 West 33rd Street
Listed For: $775,000
Classic Aldridge Place estate. 3081sf 4 or 5 bedroom/3 bath main house and 
236 sf garage apt. Traditional brick construction, slate roof, original long leaf 
pine wood trim, beautiful hardwoods, amazing period tile work, stunning 
master bath, and antique lighting. 

SOLD

PENDING

Address: 506 Texas Avenue
Listed For: $650,000
One of the great historic homes in Austin is now available.  This 1914 grand 
estate features a .37 acre lot, 3252 sf main house and 482 sf guest house.  
Original stained wood trim, high open ceilings, period detailing & hardware, 
amazing wood fl ooring, & a classic front porch overlooking one of the best 
streets in Austin.

SOLD

 

www.506TexasAve.com

SOLD

 

PENDING

FOR SALE

www.Hancockview.com

1200Norwood.com

www.33StClassic.com

www.4701Evans.com
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