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1. Why the attention on Upper 
Airport Boulevard?

Changes are already underway 
along the Boulevard. The new Me-
troRail Line is operational along 
the Boulevard. Highland Mall is 
under new ownership and Aus-
tin Community College (ACC) is 
planning upgrades to some of the 
former anchor stores to accommo-
date college uses. Long-range plans 
envision how the mall parking lots 
can be redeveloped into a walkable, 
mixed-use district. Travis County’s 
North Campus facility has a master 
plan for more services and become 
a major employment center. Many 
other properties along the corri-
dor are likely to redevelop over the 
next twenty years.
2. What is the Upper Airport Bou-
levard Initiative?

Given that changes are coming 
to the Boulevard, the Upper Air-
port Boulevard Initiative focuses 
on the following questions:

•	What kind of redevelopment 
do we want to see?

•	How might the redevelopment 
unfold to make Upper Airport 

Boulevard more attractive, vi-
brant, and walkable?

•	How could the future Boule-
vard provide a wider mix of 
uses, more transportation op-
tions, and greater amenities to 
those living, working, shop-
ping, learning, and traveling 
along the corridor? 

•	How might redevelopment 
along the Boulevard be a good 
neighbor?

I am the HPNA representative to the Citizens Advisory 
Group for the Upper Airport Boulevard. The assessment of 

current conditions along Airport Boulevard began in Spring 
2010. City planners are now offering to the public suggestions 
for changes. Below is an edited version of frequently asked 
questions about the initiative and the answers provided by the 
Austin City Planning & Development Review Department.

Upper Airport Boulevard 
Initiative

It’s My Park Day 
at Shipe Park

Hi Folks – By the time 
you are reading 

this in Pecan Press you 
will hopefully have 
signed up to volunteer 
on Shipe Park Day, 
this March 3rd from 
10:00 a.m.—2:00 p.m. at 
<www.austinparks.org/
itsmypark.html>.

Please come on down and 
participate in this 5th annu-
al event of the Austin Parks 
Foundation, “It’s My Park 
Day” at Shipe Park. Go on-
line to register and claim your 
free t-shirts. Snacks and Live 
Music will be provided at the 
event and plenty of activities 
will be available to improve 
our beloved Park. We also 
expect to present the installa-
tion of the next section of the 
Shipe Park Mosaic Wall Proj-
ect, which is located adjacent 
to the large swimming pool.

Thanks and hope to see 
you there.

 —	 Mark L Fishman	
Chairman, HPNA 
Shipe Park Committee
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— HPNA Officers/Steering Committee —
President  
• Lisa Harris <Ljharrisus@yahoo.com>................................. 420-0652
Co-Vice Presidents 
• John Williams <jawilli@grandecom.net>  
• Lorre Weidlich <lweidlich@mail2sevenseas.com>
• Dorothy Richter
Co-Secretaries • Ashley Schweikart • Claire de Young
Co-Treasurers • PO Box 49427, Austin, TX 78765
• I.J. Aarons <ijaarons@aol.com> 
• Lynne Hohlfeld <lhohlfeldcpa@yahoo.com>
Additional Steering Committee Members: • Mark Fishman  
• Stan Kozinsky • Eric Stumberg • John Moore • David Conner  
• Kevin Heyburn • Michael Nill
HPNA Committee/Task Forces (w/chairs)
AISD •	  .................................................... VOLUNTEER NEEDED
Alley Coordinator • Carol Burton, <sky2wash@austin.rr.com>
Austin Neighborhoods Council Rep. Ellen Williams, <anc_rep@yahoo.com>
Beautification 	• Robin Burch <robinburch@gmail.com>..  (903) 780-5275
Children’s Programs • Elise Krentzel
Church/Neighborhood Liaison • Niyata Spelman, 3802 Ave. F.	459-8349
Communications/Web • Robin Silberling, <robin@wcook.org>	452-1783
Crime & Safety • ................................................ VOLUNTEER NEEDED
Development Review • David Conner <daypaycon@yahoo.com>
Finance • David Conner <daypaycon@yahoo.com>
Graffiti Patrol • Pete Gilcrease <pgilcrease@gmail.com>....817-313-3896 
Homes Tour • David Conner <daypaycon@yahoo.com>  
                      •Lorre Weidlich <lweidlich@mail2sevenseas.com>
Membership • Jim & Eileen Genevro, <jgenevro@earthlink.net>	401-3803
Neighborhood Planning • Karen McGraw, 4315 Ave. C .............459-2261
Local Historic District • ..................................................................inactive
Shipe Park • Mark Fishman, <mlfishman@gmail.com>...............656-5505
Social • Deaton Bednar, <deatonbednar@grandecom.net>...........................
Transportation .................................................... VOLUNTEER NEEDED
Tree Preservation • JP Moore, <johnpaulmoore@austin.rr.com> 	789-7025
Triangle Development • Cathy Echols, 4002 Ave. C....................206-0729
Zoning • Dorothy Richter, 3901 Ave. G.........................................452-5117

HPNA Steering Committee
Committee 
Mark Fishman	.....................................................................(2010-2012)
Stan Kozinsky <kozinsky@swbell.net>.............................(2010-2012)
Eric Strumberg....................................................................(2010-2012)
John Paul Moore.................................................................(2010-2012)
Michael Nill	 .....................................................................(2011-2013)
Kevin Heyburn....................................................................(2011-2013)
David Conner <daypaycon@yahoo.com> .. (immediate past president)

From the President’s Desk:
Rhonda and Philip Baird and the Friends of Shipe Park have organized another great It’s 

My Park Day at Shipe Park for this year. It is on Saturday March 3rd from 10 a.m. to 2 
p.m., so if you are reading this on Saturday morning or early afternoon please come out and 
join us at the park!

Pecan Press
The Pecan Press is published monthly

by the Hyde Park Neighborhood Association in Austin, Texas.
Note: Each month’s ad and editorial deadline is 

the 15th of month preceding publication.

Editor 
Paul Kamprath <pecaneditor@gmail.com>

Editor Emeritus 
Grant Thomas 450-0464 <hgrantthomas@gmail.com>

Poetry Editor 
Charlotte Herzele <herzele@gmail.com>

Crime & Safety Chairman 
Heather Freeman <hdozierfreeman@yahoo.com>

Production Manager/Advertising Director
Robert M. Farr 731-0617 <bobfarr@austin.rr.com>

Mail Ad Payments to:  
Lynne Hohlfeld P.O. Box 49427, Austin, TX 78765

Mail Ad Artwork to:
Robert M. Farr <bobfarr@austin.rr.com> 
7500 Chelmsford Dr. Austin,TX 78736

Distribution Coordinator
Rimas Remeza • 4105 Ave. F • 371-3158 

 <rimasx@yahoo.com>

Area Coordinators
North of 45th/West of Duval • Pam Dozler......................... 458-8927
North of 45th/East of Duval • Jay Gerard & Carrie Laughlin 	371-1546
South of 45th/West of Speedway • Robert Morris & Kathryn Kotrla...	
	  .................................................................................. 371-7246
South of 45th/East of Speedway • Martha Campbell.......... 452-2815

Contributors
Glen Alyn, Candy Gray Becker, Cynthia Beeman, Laurence Becker, Deaton 
Bednar, Mary Collins Blackmon, Steve Bratteng , George Bristol, Sharon 
Brown, Lewis Brownlow, Amon Burton, Martha Campbell, Inga Marie 
Carmel, Josephine Casey, Nicole Caspers, Kitty Clark, Betsy Clubine, 
Elsy Cogswell, Carol Cohen Burton, William Cook, Susan Crites Krumm, 
Celeste Cromack, Herb Dickson, Avis Davis, Don Davis, Luci Davis, 
Pam Dozler, Cathy Echols, Mark Fishman, Fred Florence, Merle Franke, 
Gregory Free, Nadia Freeman, Larry Freilich, Eugene George, Mary Carolyn 
George, Barbara Gibson, Larry Gilg, Susan Gilg, Ann S. Graham, Carolyn 
E. Grimes, Wouter Habraken, Lisa Harris, Anne Hebert, Ben Heimsath, 
Albert Huffstickler, Cynthia Janis, Liz Jones, Paul Kamprath, John Kerr, 
Susan Kerr, Bo Kersey, Susan Kirk, Dennis Lensing, Liz Lock, Karen 
McGraw, Sharon Majors, Jason Mann, Libby Malone, Alan Marburger, 
Peter Maxson, Brook Meggs, Elaine Meenehan, Fred Meredith, Susan 
Moffat, John Paul Moore, Jack Nokes, Jill Nokes, Wren Nokes Willeford, 
Wanda Penn, Cecil Pennington, Linda Pennington, Peter Pfeiffer, Dorothy 
Richter, Walter Richter, Kristen De La Rosa, Steve Sadowsky, Mark 
Sainsbury, Jessica Salinas, Mary Lou Serafine, Cathy Short, Sarah Sitton, 
Thad Sitton, Clay Smith, Niyianta Spelman, Jenna Stephens, Julie Strong, 
Kathleen Strong, Grant Thomas, Debbie Trammell, Rollo Treadway, Lao 
Tzu, Jennifer Vickers, Katie Vignery, Sandra Villalaz-Dickson, Lorre 
Weidlich, Adam Wilson, Hanna Wiseman Jacobs, Joe Wiseman, Sue 
Young, Hermelinda Zamarripa.

lar her tireless efforts to get the tire 
slasher prosecuted and convicted.

I am happy to report that Tom-
my Joe Kelly struck a plea bargain 
with prosecutors for the remaining 
charges against him for the repeat-
ed tire damage. As part of the plea 
bargain he will serve five years 
concurrently with the ten years to 
which the jury sentenced him this 
fall. The Travis County District At-
torney’s Office has done a great 
deal of much-appreciated work on 
this case. At George Wyche’s sug-
gestion we will have a thank you 
card for the prosecutors at the 
sign-in table at the March general 
meeting. Please come and sign it.

In February the Imagine Austin 
comprehensive plan growth con-
cept map was revised to remove 
the corridor designations from the 
stretches of 38th and 51st near us. 
The problematic term “mixed use 
corridor” is being dropped from 
the plan. I do not yet have infor-
mation on the new term that will 
replace it. According to Matthew 
Dugan an adoption draft of the 
Imagine Austin Plan will be re-
leased sometime in March. The 
comprehensive plan committee 
of Planning Commission has fin-
ished its work on the plan but the 
Citizens Advisory Task Force con-
tinues to work on the plan and 
the full Planning Commission is 
scheduled to review the adoption 
draft of the plan at three meetings 
starting February 28th. Planning 
Commission meets on the 2nd 
and 4th Tuesdays of the month 
at 6 PM in the Council Chambers 
at City Hall; their calendar, agen-
das and minutes are available here: 
<http://austintexas.gov/content/
planning-commission>

Several board members and 
volunteers with Helping Hand 
Home for Children came to our 
February steering committee meet-

ing to share their concerns about 
pedestrian safety in the vicinity 
of Helping Hand Home and the 
UT charter school. The children 
Helping Hand serves must cross 
Avenue B numerous times in a day 
and that can be a dangerous cross-
ing. They are interested in working 
with us to improve traffic safety. 
They invited the officers and steer-
ing committee members to tour the 
home and several of us are sched-
uled to do so on February 28th.

Continued on following page 

Thanks to new chair Elise 
Krentzel for agreeing to revive 
the children’s committee and or-
ganize children’s activities! At the 
game nights that HPNA is having 
every other month Elise will over-
see the children’s games.

I am sorry to report that 
Heather Freeman has stepped 
down as crime and safety chair 
because of the demands of her 
work. We greatly appreciate 
Heather’s service, and in particu-
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Keep Austin Beautiful Clean 
Sweep is coming up. The clean-
ups will be held Saturday April 
14th. There are numerous cleanups 
throughout the city. Participants 
get wristbands that serve as tick-
ets to the volunteer appreciation 
party at Fiesta Gardens later in 
the day. You can register to lead 
a cleanup or sign up to partici-
pate in one of the cleanups that 
have already been registered at 
<www.keepaustinbeautiful.org/
CleanSweep>

Hyde Park graffiti patrol is do-
ing a graffiti cleanup for Clean 
Sweep; please contact us if you 
want to participate.

Jim and Eileen Genevro have 
asked us to recruit a new mem-
bership chair. We would also like 
to appoint a new crime and safety 
chair soon. If you would be inter-
ested in serving as chair for either 
of those committees please let me 
know.

Send in your articles, letters, and photos (but not your 
poetry*) by the 15th of each month to:

	 Editor, Pecan Press
	 <pecaneditor@gmail.com>

*Send your poems to: 
	 Charlotte Herzele
	 <herzele@gmail.com>

We Welcome Your Submissions to Pecan Press

Note: The Pecan Press will not publish unsigned/unattributed poetry. All poems (even if written under a pen 
name) must carry a name and address or phone number for identification and verification purposes.

HPNA Membership Info

All memberships expire on September 30th 
of each year. 

�
Membership in HPNA is open to all 
residents aged 18 years or older who reside 
within the boundaries of Hyde Park or 
within 300 feet of the designated 
boundaries.  

�
New members, and members who lapse in 
dues for over six months, are eligible to 
vote at HPNA meetings 30 days after 
receipt of dues.

—	 Lisa Harris	
HPNA President	
<Ljharrisus@yahoo.com>

Hyde Park Neighborhood Association Enrollment         2011-12 Membership

Name  ______________________________________________ Phone ___________________

Address _____________________________________________________________________                                                                                

   I wish to be notified via email of HPNA meetings and events.

Email ____________________________________________________

Dues (per person)

  Standard - $5/year       Senior Citizen- $1/year

  New Member       Renewing Member

Payment:   Check        Cash  Date ____________

All memberships expire on September 30th of each year.  

Bring to an HPNA 
meeting, or send to: 

HPNA Membership
P.O. Box 49427
Austin, Texas  78765

Make checks payable to HPNA.   

Ney Improvements for 2012
The Elisabet Ney Museum will be 

undergoing some important improve-
ments beginning in 2012. City foresters 
continue to assist the museum with the 
care of trees on the property on both 
sides of Waller Creek in accordance with 
the Comprehensive Restoration Master 
Plan for the museum. To assure public 
safety on the property, removal of con-
firmed dead trees that constitute some risk will proceed during the winter 
months. It is the recommendation of the PARD Forestry Program to re-
move the Pecan tree at the corner of the stone wall at the intersection of 
44th Street and Avenue H due to health and safety concerns for the public 
and to remove the Black Locust tree behind the Ney building due to the 
invasive nature of its seed distribution and root sprouts. Interested Hyde 
Park neighbors were invited to meet with City staff at the Museum to find 
out more in January.

The first planning meeting on the roof replacement project took place in 
February to assess the current condition of the roofs and infrastructure, re-
view existing documentation, and make preliminary recommendations. The 
preliminary plans address replacement of the existing roof and scupper drain-
age system. This project will require existing HVAC systems currently on the 
roof to be temporarily moved and returned to the current locations. The gut-
ters and downspouts will be replaced as needed and wood rot areas repaired.

The design development phase is currently underway with Wiss, Janney 
& Elstner engineering firm, with the bidding process scheduled for spring, 
and the construction start expected to begin in fall 2012. Protection of the art 
collection is being coordinated with the Harry Ransom Center. The City con-
tinues to work very closely with the Texas Historical Commission on the 
development of the roof replacement plans to address the many historical 
preservation considerations encountered when working on such a beloved 
historic structure.

Periodic updates as the roof replacement project progresses and more in-
formation becomes available will be posted on the Hyde Park neighborhood 
listserve. For more information contact Project Manager, Robin Camp at 974-
7830 or <robin.camp@austintexas.gov>.
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Curator of the Elisabet 
Ney Museum Honored by 
Friends and Neighbors
On February 20th, friends and neighbors gathered 

to honor and celebrate Mary Collins Blackmon, 
the curator of the Elisabet Ney Museum since 1990. 
After 22 years of service to the Ney and to the City 
of Austin, Ms. Blackmon is relocating to her fami-
ly homestead in Alabama and will be pursuing new 
projects in line with her exceptional gifts as curator of 
the internationally recognized Elisabet Ney Museum.

A certificate was presented to her on behalf of her 
supporters and a copy will be preserved at the Aus-
tin History Center in commemoration of her years of 
dedicated service. We also extend a special thank you 
to her mother, Charlotte Blackmon, who brought a 
gracious presence to many Ney Museum events.

In Honor of
Mary Collins Blackmon

Your many friends in Austin share a deep 
sense of gratitude and appreciation for 
your enduring and heartfelt efforts to il-

luminate the life and legacy of world-renowned 
sculptress Elisabet Ney. Your devotion to Miss Ney, 
her home and studio at Formosa, in Hyde Park, 
far surpassed professional standards of historic 
preservation and museum interpretation. Indeed, 
your tireless dedication has enriched the lives of 
countless visitors to “The Ney.” On behalf of all 
who have passed through the portals of Formosa 
during your 22-year stewardship, we thank you 
for your artistic hand, your unfailing kindness, 
and your steadfast convictions on behalf of this 
priceless jewel and its mission.

Your devoted friends and supporters, 
February 20, 2012

We wish her the very best in her new endeav-
ors and will miss her fine work and presence in 

Hyde Park.
—	 Ann S. Graham, 	

Karen McGraw

http://www.austintreeexperts.com
http://www.amorealways.com
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A unique  per spec t ive  on 
archi t ec tura l & inter ior  de s ign

renovat ions . addi t ions . new cons t ruc t ion
mater ia l  s e l e c t ions . co lor  pa le t t e s. . .

512.657.8238
mart inhousede s igns . com

M A R T I N H O U S E D E S I G N S

+

Residential Window Cleaning Service

Serving Austin Homes Since 2001
Services include:

o All Sizes, Types and Shaped Windows

o Screens, Tracks and Frames

o Power Washing (optional)

- Quality Workmanship, at a Fair Price -

Call or email us today for a free quote  

512.944.3700                  apexisthebest@gmail.com

APEX

WINDOW

CLEANING

Established in 2001

http://www.martinhousedesigns.com
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Hyde Park Handyman
Big or Small, We Do it All

PETE REED

20 Years Experience
Free Estimates
(512) 736-6539

Ed
uc
at

ing
the

futur
e leaders of the creative class

College Prep, Fine Arts
Open House Feb 2nd 6pm

www.griffinschool.org

3. Where is the Upper Airport Boulevard Initiative 
focused?

•	The Upper Airport Boulevard Initiative is focused 
on the section of the corridor between Lamar 
Boulevard and IH-35. This Initiative considers 
both the public improvements on the boulevard 
(mobility recommendations) and the potential re-
development of private properties adjacent to the 
boulevard.

•	The Initiative is integrated with the Airport Bou-
levard Mobility Study, which encompasses the 
entire length of Airport Boulevard from Lamar 
Boulevard to US Highway 183 and recommends 
short-and-long term improvements to the public 
infrastructure (utilities, roadways, sidewalks, bike 
tracks, streetscapes, landscaping).

4. How was the Upper Airport Boulevard initiated?
The City Council chose in 2010 to focus on this 

section of Airport Boulevard, recognizing the vast 
changes already underway and the opportunity to 
work synergistically with the reinvention of the High-
land Mall site and the Travis County North Campus 
and the proximity of the Red Line along this section 
of the boulevard.
5. Will properties be taken to achieve this plan (will 
there be eminent domain)?

No properties will be taken for redevelopment. 
All redevelopment will be driven entirely by private 
property owners based on real-estate market demand.

•	The Upper Airport Boulevard Initiative has cre-
ated Illustrative Vision Maps that imagine how 
properties could be redeveloped over the course 
of the next twenty-five years in a manner that 
would support a more consistent public realm 
and vibrant built environment. The Illustrative 
Vision Maps show, for instance, how properties 
could align to form a more attractive pedestrian 
streetscape. The imagined redeveloped properties 
on the Illustrative Vision Maps are not targeted 
for redevelopment, nor would property owners 
be required to make any changes to their current 
properties. The Illustrative Vision Maps simply 
answer the question of how redevelopment along 
the corridor may unfold so that the total effect of 
incremental change adds up to a harmonious, vi-
brant, and attractive corridor.

6. How will the Vision be realized?
The Illustrative Vision Maps are a graphic or vi-

sualization tool to help the public understand the 
ultimate goal for private and public improvements to 
the corridor. As consensus builds for the concepts de-
picted in the Illustrative Vision Maps, the vision will 
be a guide to inform both public investments and pri-
vate redevelopment.

Upper Airport Boulevard...­
­		 		    …cont’d from page 1

Continued on following page 

http://www.griffinschool.org
http://jim-dandyinc.com
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•	Private redevelopment will be subject to new reg-
ulations in the form of a tool called a Form-Based 
Code (FBC). Unlike conventional zoning which of-
fers little predictability on how a property might 
look or relate to its neighboring property and side-
walk, a FBC will provide clear and predictable 
instructions on how a property should be placed 
on the site in order to create harmony with its 
neighbors and a stronger streetscape, how parking 
should be situated on the site, and how the ele-
ments of the building itself (location of entries, for 
instance) should be arranged to not only serve the 
users of the building, but to also contribute to an 
overall sense of place within the neighborhood.

•	Property owners will not be required to redevel-
op their property. The new regulatory system will 
be in place so that when properties are redevel-
oped based on market conditions and a significant 
level of investment on the property, there is clear 
understanding of how that specific redevelopment 
will contribute to the overall vision. As prop-
erty owners invest in redevelopment along the 
corridor, this new regulatory tool will provide in-
vestment security for developers and adjacency 
predictability to the adjoining neighborhoods.

7. How can I get involved?
Check out <www.AirportBoulevard.com> for fur-

ther information about the initiative and notices of 
public workshops, forums, and roundtables. Sign up 
on the website for email updates. Contact Jorge Rous-
selin <jorge.rousselin@austintexas.gov> or Alan Holt 
<alan.holt@austintexas.gov> at the Planning & Devel-
opment Review Department Urban Design Division.

—	 Doris Coward

Happening Around Hyde Park
•	Hazardous Waste Collection - Come prop-

erly recycle all of your automotive fluids, 
cleaning products, fertilizers, paint, pesti-
cides, solvents, light bulbs, and batteries 
at Shipe Park on the first Saturday of each 
month. March 3rd at Shipe Park from 8:30 to 
11 a.m. 

•	It’s My Park Day in Shipe Park - Enjoy some 
snacks and live music while you and neigh-
bors engage in activities designed to improve 
your park for everyone. March 3rd from 10:00 
a.m.—2:00 p.m. Register online to claim your 
free t-shirt at <www.austinparks.org/itsmyp-
ark.html>
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PIANO LESSONS
ANGELO LEMBESIS

EDUCATOR, PERFORMER, COMPOSER

• M.M. UNIVERSITY OF NORTH TEXAS

• TEN YEARS EXPERIENCE TEACHING 

• CLOSE TO BRENTWOOD ELEMENTARY

Web: www.pianobyangelo.com

Phone: 817.403.3409

Avery 5371

Pecan Press is on-line at
<www.austinhydepark.org>

Continued on following page 

HPNA General Meeting 
Minutes: February 6, 2012

The Hyde Park Neighborhood Association 
meeting was called to order by President 

Lisa Harris at 7:02 p.m. Lisa started with a 
few announcements, including: 
•	The need for a new Crime & Safety Chair,
•	The APD Commander’s Forum is on Tuesday, Febru-

ary 7th, 
•	The upcoming inaugural HPNA Game Night is on 

Wednesday, February  8th, 
•	The public hearing on possible changes to Austin En-

ergy’s electric rates is on Thursday, February 9th and 
•	The candlelight vigil held by Heritage Neighborhood 

Association is on Saturday, February 10th.
The first item of business was the “Greening” 

Historic Homes presentation by Michelle Paris. 
Michelle owns a 1914 bungalow in Hyde Park and 
added an 1,100 square foot addition. She spoke about 
the ability to renovate and rehabilitate historic homes 
in an energy efficient and environmentally conscious 
way. Although many people assume that green build-
ing activities are inherently more expensive, the 
average increase in cost is only 3-5% if you plan cor-
rectly. However, it’s important to consider building 
systems as integrated, where each item impacts the 
other. Items to consider when doing a renovation in-
clude: 
•	Foundation: Make sure your bid includes what to do 

when encountering sensitive natural materials, like 
tree roots

•	Insulation: Use Sprayed Polyurethane Foam, which 
keeps pests and insects out. Michelle did a 2 zoned 
HVAC, one for the original home, one for the addi-
tion, using Spray Right Foam.  

•	Waste removal: If you don’t have a dumpster on site, 
you’ll be more inclined to recycle and reuse. Michelle 
utilized River City to recycle old wood. 

•	Plumbing: Call the City to conduct a water pressure 
test before calling a plumber or replacing pipes.

•	Beams: Can save lumber but maintain structural in-
tegrity by placing beams 24 off center, instead of 18 
off center

•	Air systems: Electronic air cleaners kill 99% of aller-
gens and purify the air.

•	Floors: EcoWise has wax products for wooden floors 
instead of polyurethane which off gases.

•	Countertops: Fabricators many times will have rem-
nants to use.

•	Roofing: Consider RV factors of reflectivity and ab-
sorption. Also the heat island effect can be countered 
by painting your roof white

•	Lighting: Mercury byproducts must be specially re-
cycled. Michelle uses incandescent light bulbs in the 

http://www.creaturecom.com
http://www.pianobyangelo.com
http://www.austinhydepark.org
http://www,garthconstruction.com
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winter, as they give off heat. 
•	Windows: Dual or triple pane windows are more en-

ergy efficient, but more energy is actually lost due to 
the sealant around the window.

•	Gutters: There isn’t a need for gutters unless you’re 
doing rainwater collection. 

•	Doors: Many old homes do not have well-enforced 
doorframes.

•	Toilet: Michele recommends using dual flush Toto 
toilets.

The second item of business was a presentation 
by Kate Smithson of Pecan Street Incorporated on 
participating in the Smart Grid. Kate explained how 
the Department of Energy provided funding for the 
Smart Grid project, starting with a one year study of 
100 homes in the Mueller Development.  The “Ener-
gy Internet Demonstration” utilizes state of the art 
technologies, deploying products to track energy 
use, educate homeowners on how they’re consum-
ing energy, and track consumption on a daily basis. 
Participants in the Demonstration would have an en-
ergy tracking device set up in their breaker box and 
participants would be able to go online and find data 
about their energy use in 15 second increments. This 
study is two years long and the only requirements for 
participants are that you must own your home, have 
a single family property, and have constant internet 
connectivity.

There may also be an opportunity to receive an 
energy efficient appliance, as Whirlpool will be pro-
viding fridges and washers and dryers to a subset of 
homes. Pecan Street is signing up participants now, so 
Hyde Park neighbors can participate by signing the 
Participation Agreement and two release forms for 
the City of Austin to release gas records. A FAQ sheet 
is also available and any additional questions can be 
answered by Scott Henson, a Hyde Park resident and 
employee of Pecan Street.  

Lisa ended the meeting by reminding residents 
that It’s My Park Day, hosted by the Parks Founda-
tion, is on March 3rd. Additionally, the curator of the 
Ney Museum is retiring at the end of February.

The meeting was adjourned at 7:49pm.

—	 Ashley Schweickart, 	
Claire de Young,	
HPNA Co-Secretaries

Hyde Park has a fascinating history
Austin’s Hyde Park... the first 50 years 1891-1941 

by Sarah Sitton and Thad Sitton

Pick up a copy at the Avenue B Grocery
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Longhorn Run:  
Saturday, April 14, 2012

UT Student Government and RecSports are excit-
ed to bring the Longhorn Run back to UT and 

the Austin community. The organizers recognize the 
impact the race will have on neighbors surrounding 
campus and are hopeful that race day can be a posi-
tive experience for everyone affected by the course. 

The race will travel through Hyde Park, beginning on 
Guadalupe and West 34th Street, going north on Speed-
way, east on 42nd and south on Duval to Harris Avenue. 
After heading east on Harris, the course goes south on 
Red River and back onto campus. This area of the race 

is between miles 2 and 4 of the course. We anticipate the 
fastest runner will be to West 34th Street at approximate-
ly 8:10 a.m. and the slowest runner will turn off of Harris 
onto Red River at approximately 9:00 a.m.

To make it as convenient as possible for egress/in-
gress, there will be Austin Police Officers at 38th and 
Speedway and 38th and Duval. We anticipate the race 
pack will be thinned out by the time the runners get to 
Hyde Park and the officers will allow cars through the in-
tersections when there are breaks in the packs. 

Race organizers will utilize next month’s newsletter 
and the Hyde Park Neighborhood Association to dis-
tribute more information to residents to ensure everyone 
feels comfortable with the best ways to enter/exit the 
area on April 14th.

Your understanding and cooperation is greatly appre-
ciated. To learn more about the race, visit 	
<www.utlonghornrun.com>.

Contact: Jennifer Speer, UT RecSports, 512.471.3116
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HybridRealtor@Stanberry.com

Hyde Park Resident & Neighborhood Realtor
Jeff  Baker  512 619-7421 ABOR, REALTOR®
Former State Licensed Appraiser                          Also check out jeffbakerart.biz

R E A L T O R S ®

Stanberry
Associates

In partnership with solesforsouls, I will be donating 200 pairs 
of shoes for those in need with each real estate transaction. 
Check out soles4souls.org to see how you can get involved! 

 

http://www.cgsdb.com
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Hyde Park Neighbors –

Biggs Plumbing, a commercial contractor for 
over 40 years, is now providing residential 
service. 

Consider us for your:
• Kitchen and bath remodeling 
• New tankless water heaters
• Service calls

We live in the neighborhood and understand 
the challenges of older plumbing.  Let us help 
you with your next project.

512–837–5955
service@biggsplumbing.com 

http://www.biggsplumbing.com

TX Masters License M36811

Mighty Texas Dog 
Walk Gets Hairy!

This year’s Mighty Texas Dog Walk, on 
Saturday, April 7th at Auditorium Shores 

is more than walking the most dogs for a 
third Guinness World Record for Texas.  
Organizers have added three New Guinness 
World Record attempts:
• Biggest Fur Ball (Sponsored by Mud Puppies)

Your dog’s hair can help us bring a new Guinness 
World Record to Austin! - Brush your dog and help us 
build the Ball!
• Most Dogs Sitting Simultaneously - Sponsor this 
Ring!
• Most Dogs Wearing the Same Bandana (provided 
by Petco!)

Dog and family friendly sponsors like Petco, Pu-
rina and Mud Puppies will be back sharing samples 
and information for dogs and their best friends.  The 
popular Groovy Dog Bakery’s Doggie Cake Walk will 
be back as will the Canine Center for Training and 
Behavior’s cool Agility Course. Try it out with your 
pooch.

Proceeds benefit nonprofit Texas Hearing and Ser-
vice Dogs, now in its 24th year of turning strays into 
stars that assist disabled Texans.  Learn more and reg-
ister at <www.servicedogs.org>. 

<www.twitter.com/txservicedogs>
<www.facebook.com/pages/Texas-Hearing-and-

Service-Dogs/62699633773>
 Gratefully,
—	 Bobbi Leverich	

Texas Hearing and Service Dogs
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Lucien, Stirling and Gray  
Advisory Group, Inc. 

How do you define “wealth”? 

Hint:  It’s more than your balance sheet 

Exploring this question and crafting
thoughtful long-term plans

is how we deliver
wealth management services  

in a meaningful, personal way. 

Please give us a call. 

“Life is full of riches. Your relationship with
an advisor should be the same.” 

4005 Guadalupe · Austin, TX  78751 
(512) 458-2517 

www.lsggroup.com 

“Smart Decisions About Serious Money” 

A Registered Investment Advisor providing  
Fiduciary level planning, advice & asset management services 

In Hyde Park since 1992 

http://www.lsggroup.com
http://www.steveinsures.com
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tammy@realtyaustin.com
512.695.6940

tammy younG, realtor ®

& HyDe ParK neiGHBor  

Home marKetinG & Buyer rePresentation
innovative, results-FocuseD

exemPlary customer service

Dental Health:  
Oral First Aid
February was National Children’s Dental Health 

Month, the American Dental Association, and 
Family Tree Dental Group wants to ensure that kids of 
all ages are receiving proper oral healthcare. 
Are you prepared for a dental emergency?

Thousands of dental emergencies—from injuries to 
a painful, abscessed tooth—take place every day. Would 
you know what to do if your child broke a tooth or had 
a tooth knocked out while playing outdoors? What if 
you had a bad toothache in the middle of the night and 
couldn’t get to the dentist until the next day? Know-
ing what to do can lessen the pain and save a tooth that 
might otherwise be lost.

Keep your dental office phone number and an emer-
gency number where the dentist can be reached after 
hours with other emergency numbers, such as your fam-
ily doctor, and fire and police departments. Call the 
dentist immediately for instructions on how to handle a 
dental emergency. 

Toothache
Rinse the mouth with warm water to clean it out. 

Gently use dental floss or an interdental cleaner to 
remove any food or other debris that may be caught be-
tween the teeth. Never put aspirin or any other painkiller 
against the gums near the aching tooth. This could burn 
gum tissue. If the toothache persists, try to see the dentist. 
Don’t rely on painkillers. They may temporarily relieve 
pain but your dentist should evaluate the condition.
Knocked-out (avulsed) tooth 

Try to find the tooth! This may not be as easy as you 
think if the injury took place on a playground, basketball 
court or while skateboarding, so try to stay calm. Hold 
the tooth by the crown and rinse the root in water if the 
tooth is dirty. Don’t scrub it or remove any attached tis-
sue fragments. If it’s possible, gently insert and hold the 
tooth in its socket while you head to the dentist. If that’s 
not possible, put the tooth in a cup of milk and bring it to 
the dentist. Time is critical for successful reimplantation, 
so try to get to your dentist immediately.
Broken tooth 

Rinse your mouth with warm water to clean the area. 
Use cold compresses on the outside of the cheek to help 
reduce the swelling.

Tongue or lip bites or wounds
Clean the area gently with a clean cloth and apply cold 

compresses to reduce any swelling. If the bleeding can’t be 
controlled, go to a hospital emergency room or clinic. You 
may able to reduce bleeding from the tongue by pulling it 
forward and using gauze to put pressure on the wound.
Objects caught between teeth 

Try to gently remove the object with dental floss. 
Never use a sharp instrument to remove any object that is 
stuck between your teeth. If you can’t dislodge the object 
with floss, contact your dentist.

Continued on page 17
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n  Yourself i  Austi

THE GILL AGENCY

coming soon

SUPERIOR CL IENT SERVICE 
AND ATTENTION TO DETAIL

UNPARALLELED MARKETING

512.740.5771
SUZEE@THEGILLAGENCY.COM

VISIT US ON THE WEB @ THEGILLAGENCY.COM

FOR MORE INFORMATION – 
Contact Suzee Brooks

> 511 E 49th Street
> 4905 Avenue H

w
w

w
.H

yd
eP

ar
kI

sM
yH

o
m

e.
co

m

Hyde Park Specialist

Sam Archer
Broker | Realtor®, Juice Homes LLC

512.633.4650
Sam@ArcherAustin.com
www.JuiceHomes.com

and Resident

Sam is a Hyde Park enthusiast and has been living and investing in Hyde 
Park since 1995.

Sam	is	a	graduate	of	Harvard	and	the	LBJ	School	and	is	a	Certified									
Negotiation Expert®

Call Sam if you are considering selling .  It makes a difference 
when your Realtor® knows what is happening in our real estate market.

Helping clients buy and sell in 
Austin with integrity and 

unparalleled representation

http://thegillagency.com
http://www.juicehomes.com


Page 16 — March, 2012 — Pecan Press

HYDE PARKHYDE PARKHYDE PARK

For the life  of  your trees .
pruning  fertilization  pest & disease management  removal
CALL 877 BARTLETT 877.227.8538 OR VISIT BARTLETT.COM

BARTLETT.
BEcAusE fuLL, hEALThy TREEs 

mAkE foR fuLL, hEALThy LivEs.

The trees and shrubs that shade us and grow along with us are 
valuable assets that deserve care and protection. for over 

100 years, we’ve led both the science and services that make 
your landscape thrive. No matter the size or scope of 

your tree and shrub care needs, our experts provide you with 
a rare mix of local service, global resources and innovative 

practices. Trees add so much value to our lives. And Bartlett 
adds even more value to your trees.



Philtron 

Human Help for a Digital World 

 Virus Removal
 PC Tune-up/Upgrade
 Home & Office Networking
 Custom Built PCs

On-site   On Time   Call Today! 

512.360.TRON(8766) 
www.philtron.com 

Computing 

Design with Climate 
We are all aware of the importance of conserv-

ing energy and natural resources, due to their 
growing scarcity, rising costs and the potential for 
permanent environmental harm to our world. Many 
people are surprised to discover that buildings are re-
sponsible for 40% of energy use in the U.S.—more 
than industry or transportation. That’s just for oper-
ating buildings; the number jumps to 50% when we 
count construction. In fact, buildings account for 68% 
of electricity used, half our greenhouse gas emissions, 
40% of our raw materials, and 30% of our waste out-
put—136 million tons per year. And residences count 
for over half of building energy expenditures. So what 
should the home- or small business owner consider 
when remodeling or building? It turns out that de-
signing with climate can lead to better-performing 
buildings that are more comfortable and economical 
to operate, and even beautiful, without necessari-
ly greatly affecting construction costs. This requires 
a sensitivity to the site and an awareness of building 
science, but especially calls for a systems approach 
that takes into consideration the synergies of individ-
ual building components, the context of place, and the 
needs and desires of the owner.
Siting and Orientation

Critical factors—and in a neighborhood some of the 
most challenging to control—are siting and orientation. 
In Austin cooling is a significant concern for much of the 
year. Align the building’s longer axis east-west to mini-
mize intense sun exposure; southern exposure is easy to 
control and most of the time northern exposure is not a 
problem. If a lot’s orientation does not cooperate, stra-
tegic landscaping of deciduous trees can provide relief. 
Carefully consider window and glazed door placement 
not just for viewing, privacy, and egress, but to reduce or 
eliminate direct solar gain in hot seasons. South-facing 
glass can be shaded from the high summer sun with an 
overhang; the low winter sun can still penetrate into the 
space and warm it. Shade east and west windows with 
vertically oriented elements, to block morning and late 
afternoon sun low in the sky. North glass needs vertical 
shading from early- and late-day summer sun.
Passive Heating and Cooling

In addition, consider other passive measures to help 
warm or cool the building. I’ve already mentioned south-
ern winter sun; such passive heating is more effective 
if the interior space has thermal mass, by including ex-
posed concrete, stone, or brick in the sun-warmed space. 
For cooling, given Austin’s humidity, ample ventilation 
is appropriate for much of the year. Situate windows and 
doors to capture prevailing breezes; thermal chimneys 
can take advantage of warming air’s natural tendency to 
rise to create vertical ventilation.
Building Envelope

Smaller buildings’ energy performance is highly sus-
ceptible to the effects of climate. Designing the building 

Continued on following page 
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Joe Zakes

Residential Remodeling
From Additions to Repairs

apcaustin.com

HAVING MORE RETIREMENT ACCOUNTS IS NOT THE SAME

AS HAVING MORE MONEY.
To learn how consolidating your retirement accounts to Edward
Jones could make sense for you, call today.

www.edwardjones.com Member SIPC
Alexander F Henley
Financial Advisor
.

4101 Guadalupe Street
Suite 600
Austin, TX 78751
512-323-0060

HYDE PARK NEIGHBORS

Join our Email Newsletter for Exclusive Offers

Delivering Pies To Our

for35 Years!

www.ConansPizza.com

478-5712
603 W 29th

RAM Austin Property 
Management

Sam Archer 
512.633.4650
info@ramaustin.com
www.ramaustin.com

Hyde Park Owned & Operated 

Possible broken jaw
Apply cold compresses to control swelling. Get to 

the hospital emergency room immediately.
Family Tree Dental Group is an Austin-based den-

tal office owned by identical twin brothers, Chad and 
Shelby Denman. They see patients of every age and 
take care of all dental needs - including emergencies 
like these - under one roof. For questions or to make 
an appointment, contact Family Tree Dental Group at 
512-458-5999 in Austin, 512-310-5999 in Round Rock 
or visit <www.FamilyTreeDentalGroup.com>.

Oral First Aid...­
­		 		    …cont’d from page 14

envelope—
roof, walls, 
and foun-
dation 
perimeter—
appropriately 
for their cli-
mate is crucial 
for residenc-
es and small 
commercial 
buildings. 
For Aus-
tin’s climate, 
light-colored 

and/or metal roofs reflect summer heat. Incorporating ra-
diant barriers in the roof design can help performance 
considerably, but the radiant barrier must have an adja-
cent airspace to be effective, so don’t let the insulation 
come in direct contact with it.

Recent remodels and construction are better insulat-
ed, thanks to advances in materials and more stringent 
building energy codes. But the location of insulation is 
important, not just how much you have. For a cooler attic, 
place insulation on the underside of the slope of the roof, 
instead of down among the ceiling joists. While this keeps 
your storage area more comfortable, most importantly 
your air conditioning ducts won’t be in a super-heated at-
tic. And as buildings get tighter and tighter, make sure 
you consider a dedicated outside air intake for your new 
HVAC system, preferably with a waste heat-shedding air-
to-air heat exchanger.
Conclusion

Designing with climate can add little or nothing to 
construction costs, as it is primarily concerned with the 
appropriate configuration and placement of building el-
ements. When additional costs are incurred—better 
insulation or more efficient heating and cooling equip-
ment—the payback period is short. The end result will be 
greater comfort, lower operating costs, and even perhaps 
a more beautiful and satisfying building.

—	 François Lévy, Architect	
<info@francoislevy.com>

Project by François Lévy and Mark Winford. Photo 
by Paul Bardagjy.

Pecan Press is on-line at
<www.austinhydepark.org>

http://www.apcaustin.com
http://www.conanspizza.com
http://www.austinhydepark.org
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www.GWYNDOWS.com
 444-1954

Women Owned and Operated

Commercial and Residential

Great Quality and Affordable

Excellent Customer Service

ECO-friendly And Fully Insured

CALL US FOR A 
FREE ESTIMATE !

Trowel & Error!
On April 7, from 9:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m., Mayfield 

Park will once again host 
Trowel & Error, the Spring event 
that annually attracts garden-
ers from all over Central Texas to 
hear experts give time-tested tips 
for beautiful gardens. Although 
lectures begin at 10:00, the event 
“opens” at 9:30 for those early 
birds who want to purchase May-
field’s hard-to-find heirloom bulbs 
and perennials for their April gardens and to stroll the 
garden paths in early morning peacefulness.

Sponsored by Friends of the Parks of Austin, Trow-
el & Error will feature Trisha Shirey, director of flora and 
fauna, Lake Austin Spa, lecturing on The Organic Ar-
senal—Pest Control for the Organic Garden, Carolyn 
Williams, master gardener, talking about her current proj-
ect, Creating a Hoe-Down Heritage Garden , and Eric 
Pedley, succulent specialist, showing how Propagat-
ing Succulents is Easy and Fun. Not to be missed will 
be the legendary raffle of “garden goodies”. Everyone 
goes home a winner! It’s a wonderful way, rain or shine, 
to spend a morning learning how to add color into your 
landscape while relaxing among gregarious peafowl, 
towering palms, flowering trees, and ponds filled with lil-
ies.and for only a $5.00 donation!

For more information contact <neenok@aol.com>, 
(512) 453-7074 or <mayfieldpark.org>.

Hyde Park Poets
La Noche

We gave her gold earrings
And she put them aside,
Quickly,
She loved the Snickers bars,
And nearly cried over
The handmade card,
No mystery, really,
Why would she display 
Her beautiful, expensive treasure
Only to maybe have it snatched
Sadly, there are thieves, there,
People who will rob you
As soon as look at you,
Kiss you and steal your wallet,
Let the jewelry appear
To be nothing

—	 Herzele  8/15/07

http://www.gwyndows.com
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With Grande’s Game-Winning
Triple Plays, you’ll never lose!

“Grande brings a new level of value to the game with
  their bundled services. That’s why I chose Grande.”



Suzanne Pringle 

REALTOR, Broker 

Cell (512) 217-1047 

pringle@ameliabullock.com 

www.ameliabullock.com 

 Your Hyde Park Real Estate Expert 
 Hyde Park homes are selling! Contact Suzanne Pringle today for a      
complimentary market analysis and customized marketing plan for     

your home or investment  property.  

HYDE PARK HOMES GALLERYHYDE PARK HOMES GALLERYHYDE PARK HOMES GALLERY   

101 West 32nd St. 
1925 brick Tudor Revival style 
home on corner lot in Aldridge 
Place. Updated kitchen and 
baths. Flexible floor plan with 
4BR, 3BA, 2LIV, 1DIN. Fireplace, 
arched windows, French doors. 

Listed at $674,500 

204 West 33rd St. 
Oversized lot, 50’x198’, spanning 
from W. 33rd to W. 34th Streets. 
1936 one-story brick Tudor with 
3BR, 1.5BA, 1LIV, 1DIN plus 
detached cottage/bonus room. 
Space for pool or add-on. 

Listed at $575,000 

4610 Speedway 
Adorable 1940s one-story brick 
cottage adjacent to U.T. intramu-
ral fields. 2BR, 1BA, updated 
kitchen & bath. Hardwoods, large 
fenced yard with wet weather 
creek along back. 

Listed at $285,000 

4522 Avenue C 
High-end renovation of 1922 
Craftsman bungalow. Over 2,900 
sq ft with 4BR, 3BA, 3LIV plus 
screened-in porch. Fabulous 
center island kitchen, downstairs 
master suite and guest bedroom. 

Listed at $699,000 

608 East 48th St. 
For Lease - available now! Re-
cently remodeled one-story 
Craftsman home. Open floor plan 
with 3BR, 2.5, 2LIV, 1DIN. At-
tached carport. Fenced yard. 
Appliances included.  

For Lease at $2,850/mo. 

608 East 41st St. 
Artsy & eclectic 1930s home 
overlooking Hancock Golf Course. 
4BR, 3BA, 2LIV & 1DIN plus 
screened-in porch. Two master 
suites. Native gardens. Corner 
lot. 2-car carport. 

Listed at $525,000 

503 East 41st Street 
Beautiful 1920 Victorian home on 
oversized lot with pool, patio, 
tree house & chicken coop. 3BR, 
3.5BA, 4LIV, 1DIN. High ceilings, 
stained glass windows, long leaf 
pine floors. Garage & workshop. 

 Listed at $629,000 

3500 Tom Green St. 
Charming 1938 Colonial Revival 
home on corner lot in North 
University area. Updated kitchen 
& baths. 3-4BR, 3.5BA, 2LIV, 
plus detached 1BR, 1BA garage 
apartment. 

Listed at $699,000 

00 

 
SOLD

 


