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  Matt Whelan from Catellus 
will discuss the new Mueller 
development.  

  Elliott McFadden  from Austin 
CarShare will give a short 
presentation and answer questions

See you there!

HPNA General Meeting 
Agenda for November 6th

 Photo by Robin Silberling.

And They’re Off!
‘06 Festival Parade Gets Underway

 Photo essay on page 8 of this issue.

The Fire Station Festival: 
Why We Celebrate

Suppose there were no fi re station in Hyde Park, only another historic 
building for us to admire during a homes tour. Docents would solemnly 
describe how what was once a functioning branch of the Austin fi re de-

partment had closed, and how the building, being a historic structure, had been 
appropriated for other uses. The tourists would listen politely, explore the build-
ing, and move on.

Is this a science fi ction tale about 
an alternate universe? you ask. No, 
only a “what if” – what if Dorothy 
Richter hadn’t taken her son’s bicycle 
to the fi re station to be registered, back 
in 1969? How different would not 
only the fi re station but Hyde Park it-
self be? Fortunately, we don’t have to 
fi nd out, because Dorothy did ride her 
son’s bike to the fi re station, and per-
haps that ride marks the beginning of 
the modern history of Hyde Park.

Dorothy related her story into my 
tape recorder on October 8. I have tak-
en the liberty of editing out the hedges 
and digressions, some of the false 
starts, and other characteristics of nor-
mal speech in order to transform the 
narrative into a written account. Any-
one who would like a word-by-word 
transcription of the tape can contact 
me at <lweidlich@mail2sevenseas.co
m>.

Minutes of the 
HPNA October 2006 
General Meeting

President John Kerr called the 
General Meeting of the Hyde 

Park Neighborhood Association to 
order at 7 p.m. on Monday, Octo-
ber 2, 2006.

Susan Moffat, representing the 
Nominating Committee, present-
ed the slate of Offi cers and Steering 
Committee members for the new 
year. The new offi cers are Elaine 
Meenehan, President; Jennifer Berbas, 
Vice President; Denise Girard and 
Catherine Moore, Co-Treasurers; and 
Wendy Taddia and Pam Whittington, 
Co-Secretaries. Steering Committee 
members elected for a two-year term 
are Stan Kazinsky, Karen McGraw, 
and John Paul Moore. Those elected 
to a one-year term are William Cook, 
Wanda Penn and Doris Coward. 
There being no nominations from the 
fl oor, the offi cers and Steering Com-
mittee members were approved by 
the HPNA members present.

Wes Buckner, Code Enforcement 
Investigator for the West District, 
Solid Waste Services, and Code En-
forcement Division discussed code 
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Hyde Park Neighborhood Association
P. O Box 49427 • Austin, TX 78765

http://www.austinhydepark.org

— HPNA Officers —
President 
• Elaine Meenahan • elaine.meenehan@gmail.com .............. 323-9772   
Vice President
 • Jennifer Berbas • Jennifer_berbas@yahoo.com .................................
Co-Secretaries • Pam Whittington • ppw@sprintpcs.com ... 452-9776
• Wendy Taddia • wtaddia@cencorealty.com
Co-Treasurers •  Denise Girard, • girard.d@att.net ............. 454-6584
  • Catherine Moore •  PO Box 49427, Austin, TX 78765
Treasurer Emerita • Josephine Casey

HPNA Committee/Task Forces (w/chairs)
AISD • Ann S. Graham, 3815 Ave H.............................................458-8096
Alley Coordinator • Carol Burton, skywash@austin.rr.com.......................
Beautification • Larry Freilich, lmf@earthlink.net......................................
Children’s Programs
                         • Vickie Parsons, daveandvickie@gmail.com .....435-5398
Church/Neighborhood Liaison • Niyata Spelman, 3802 Ave. F. 459-8349
Communications/Web • Robin Silberling, robin@wcook.org ....452-1783
Crime and Safety Chairman • Carol J. Weider, 4101 Ave F.......459-6205
Development Review • Stan Kozinsky, 4604 Ave. G ...................451-4455
Finance • Nick Van Bavel, nvb123@yahoo.com.........................................
Graffiti Patrol • E. Meenehan elainemeenehan@austin.rr.com ...323-9772 
Homes Tour • Lorre Weidlich, lweidlich@mail2sevenseas.com..300-2228
Membership • Doris Coward dcoward@mail.utexas.edu ............453-2476
Neighborhood Planning • Karen McGraw, 4315 Ave. C ............459-2261
Shipe Park • Joe Jernejcic.............................................................302-4074
Sidewalks • Rob Clinchard, robsold@texas.net...........................................
Tree Preservation • JP Moore, johnpaulmoore@austin.rr.com ...789-7025
Triangle Development • Cathy Echols, 4002 Ave. C ...................206-0729
Zoning • Dorothy Richter, 3901 Ave. G........................................452-5117
Austin Neighborhoods Council Rep. • Lisa Harris, ljh@texas.net............

Pecan Press
The Pecan Press is published monthly

by the Hyde Park Neighborhood Association in Austin, Texas.
Editor

Grant Thomas 450-0464 <hgthomas@youthlaunch.org>
Associate Editor

Sarah Sitton 459-4530 207 E. 39th St.
Poetry Editor

Nancy Taylor Day 892-0127 <Nancy@ciphersbyritter.com> 
4001 Duval (Salon) 78751

Crime & Safety Chairman 
Carol Welder 459-6205 <cjwelder@msn.com>

Production Manager/Advertising Director
Robert M. Farr 731-0617 <bobfarr@austin.rr.com>

Mail Ad Payments to: 
Denise Girard. P.O. Box 49427, Austin, TX 78765

Mail Ad Artwork to:
Robert M. Farr <bobfarr@austin.rr.com>
7500 Chelmsford Dr. Austin,TX 78736

Note: Each month’s ad and editorial deadline is 
the 15th of month preceding publication.

Distribution Coordinator
Herb Dickson - 400 Towne Park Trail • 206-4426 

<hrdsvd2@sbcglobal.net>
Area Coordinators

North of 45th/West of Duval • Pam Dozler ........................ 458-8927
North of 45th/East of Duval • Sarah Heather ..................... 452-8486
South of 45th/West of Speedway • Robert Morris ............ 371-7246
South of 45th/East of Speedway • Martha Campbell ......... 452-2815

Contributors
Glen Alyn, Candy Gray Becker, Cynthia Beeman, Laurence Becker, Mary 
Collins Blackmon, George Bristol, Chris Brown, Sharon Brown, Lewis 
Brownlow, Kathryn Bryn, Mark Burkhardt, Amon Burton, Martha 
Campbell, Mike Capochiano, Inga Marie Carmel, Josephine Casey, 
Nicole Caspers, Kitty Clark, Carol Cohen Burton, William Cook, Susan 
Crites Krumm, Celeste Cromack, Rob D’Amico, Herb Dickson, Avis Davis, 
Don Davis, Barbara Daywood, Lynn Denton, Pam Dozler, Russell Duke, 
Cathy Echols, Merle Franke, Gregory Free, Larry Freilich, Robert Garrett, 
Eugene George, Mary Carolyn George, Larry Gilg, Susan Gilg, Ann S. 
Graham, Carolyn E. Grimes, Rachel Hector, Ben Heimsath, Sandi Heimsath, 
Susan Holman, Albert Huffstickler,  Liz Jones, John Kerr, Susan Kerr, Bo 
Kersey, Susan Kirk, Anna Kotecki, Mary Lehmann, Dennis Lensing, Karen 
McGraw, Sharon Majors, Alan Marburger, Peter Maxson, Brook Meggs, 
Elaine Meenehan, Fred Meredith, Susan Moffat, John Paul Moore, Marty 
Moulthrop, Jack Nokes, Jill Nokes, Wanda Penn, Cecil Pennington, Peter 
Pfeiffer, Dorothy Richter, Walter Richter Sheree Scarborough, Marriane 
Shea, Cathy Short, Sarah Sitton, Thad Sitton, Julie Strong, Kathleen Strong, 
Lao Tzu, Jennifer Vickers, Katie Vignery,Sandra Villalaz-Dickson, Lorre 
Weidlich, Joe Wiseman.

From the President’s Desk:

limbs from Asplundh’s unnecessary 
scalping and also worked with city 
officials and other citizens to create 
a more rational and environmen-
tally sensitive tree trimming policy. 
Catherine spent months listening to 
neighbors, researching other organi-
zations and presenting a completely 
revised and thorough set of bylaws to 
the association.

Thank you all for the time, en-
ergy, commitment and expertise 
you gave to our community. It is be-
cause of you and the others before 
you that we live in the best neigh-
borhood in Austin – “quiet, leafy, 
pedestrian-friendly, and (mostly) Mc-
Mansion-free.” Thank you all!

Best Actors in a Leading Volunteer Role: “The Envelopes, please...”

I love our quaint historic houses, our front porches, our tree-lined streets, our pedestrian-friendly nature, and 
our eclectic choice of house colors. I love walking to neighborhood joints for coffee, groceries and dinner. 

You know that we live in the best neighborhood, right? I’ve always thought so, but now it is official: As not-
ed elsewhere in this issue, Hyde Park was voted as the Best Neighborhood in Austin by the Austin Chronicle’s 
Readers’ Poll for 2006. However, what makes Hyde Park the best neighborhood in Austin is its people.

It feels as if Hyde Park has 
had more than its fair share of is-
sues over the years. For every one of 
those issues, someone has been will-
ing to raise his or her hand to offer 
leadership, guidance, time and com-
mitment to solving the problem. It 
never ceases to amaze me how so 
many individuals over the years have 
banded together to protect, preserve 
and enhance our little community.

It is often (OK, usually) a thank-
less job requiring hours and in some 
cases years of commitment and ded-

ication. The list of volunteers is long 
and varied. I cannot possibly com-
pile a complete list and name them 
all, but I would like to thank a distin-
guished few who were recognized at 
this year’s Fire Station Festival.

The White Knight Award was 
given to Carmin Way, who raised her 
hand last year to take over as trea-
surer and single-handedly recouped 
thousands of dollars in unbilled ad-
vertising for the Pecan Press. She also 
spent untold hours getting our finan-
cial records into better shape.

Two Communications Excel-
lence Awards were presented, to the 
husband and wife team of Robin Sil-
berling and William Cook. Robin 
has done an outstanding job design-
ing and maintaining our website, 
designing the tickets and posters for 
the Homes Tour, and in her spare 
hours helping with numerous chil-
dren’s activities throughout the year. 
William established and moderates 
our neighborhood listserv, allowing 
neighbors to communicate instantly 
on issues, concerns and questions in 
a new way.

The Presidential Service Award 
was presented to John Kerr for 
presiding over the neighborhood as-
sociation for the past two years. It’s 
not an easy job to do, but John did it 
with honesty, sharing his thoughts 
and remaining calm throughout am-
ple adversity. (I know, John. Two 
years of your life and all you got was 
a plaque!)

The final award of the day was 
the Walter and Dorothy Richter 
Good Citizen Award. The compe-
tition was so fierce this year that it 
was awarded to two people, anoth-
er husband and wife dynamic duo 
– John Paul and Catherine Moore. 
John Paul was a critical player in our 
efforts to save innocent trees and 

—  Elaine Meenahan
HPNA President
<elaine.meenehan@gmail.com>

Editors Note: Thank YOU and welcome 
aboard Madame President!
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Send in your articles, letters, and photos (but not your 
poetry*) by the 15th of each month to:

     Editor, Pecan Press
     4106 Avenue F
     Austin, TX 78751
     <hgthomas@youthlaunch.org>

*Send your poems to: 
      Nancy Taylor Day
      4001 Duval
      Austin 78751
      <Nancy@ciphersbyritter.com>

We Welcome Your Submissions to Pecan Press

Note: The Pecan Press will not publish unsigned/unattributed poetry. All poems (even if written under a pen 
name) must carry a name and address or phone number for identification and verification purposes.

Please enclose a self-addressed, 
stamped envelope for return of your 
materials.
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The Haunted Alley 1996 :  Tenth Anniversary
Halloween 2006 marked the tenth anniversary of a fabulous one time-only event in Hyde Park history : the 

Haunted Alley.  The alley between Avenues F and G, bounded by 43rd and 44th, was the locale. Martina 
Bluem and Norman Johns, both then Ph.D candidates at UT, who lived in a garage apartment at 4308 Avenue 
G, produced and directed the extravaganza.  Exemplary renters who were active in neighborhood affairs, their 
idea was to prove that the alleys in Hyde Park provided more than just off-street garbage collection.

All evening long at the 43rd Street entrance, a long 
line of costumed spooks waited their turn.  The event 
was rated PG-9 — no unescorted children under ten.  In 
the interest of crowd control, groups of four to six pro-
ceeded along the scary way.  In order of encounter, the 
cast of “creatures” included:  Sarah Sires as the fairy prin-
cess who welcomed attendees and guided them down the 
initially well-lit alley.  Then darkness descended and Nor-
man Johns as Wolfman bounded forward menacingly. 
On the opposite side of the lane, Carver Busch por-
trayed “Jason” of Friday the 13th movie fame, wearing a 
ski mask and carrying a chainsaw (not running.) Marti-
na Bluem, a “living dead” murder victim, rose from her 
grave in a candle-illuminated graveyard. Scaring the little 
folk midpoint in the traverse, Lee Walker was an oriental 
Frankenstein.  Nearby, Jennifer Vickers emerged from a 
garbage canister — the Dumpster Can-ibal. Mary Carolyn 
George was the Spider Woman and Lorre Weidlich was 
a witch brewing much evil in a steaming cauldron. Oth-
er participants included Rhonda Orta, Frances Sires, Scott 
Hiett, Marcus Wittig and Ski Kowalski.  Britta Thompson 

and Shelly Paus offered candy treats to all the brave souls 
who survived the experience.

The Haunted Alley was a success beyond the wild-
est dreams of the organizers, who estimated that over one 
hundred people traveled its one-block length. Earl Hunt 
described the goings-on in the December 1996 Pecan Press.  
In conclusion he wrote, “ the Haunted Alley was a big 
success with all age groups and demonstrated yet anoth-
er reason why Hyde Park alleys are an asset to preserve 
and enjoy.”

The event was about Halloween fun, but it also raised 
awareness of our alleys.  See the minutes of the October 
2006 HPNA meeting for more about our new Alley Coor-
dinator, Carol Burton, and her proposal for maintaining 
our leafy country lanes- a.k.a. the alleys - responsibility 
for which is borne by all of us beneficiaries.

— Mary Carolyn George

Oooo, Baby!
This just in, courtesy of Natal 

Correspondent Catherine Moore:

“In the 3800 block of Ave H we 
are celebrating a new brand- new 
arrival:  Lily Elisabeth Kearns Ryall, daughter of 
Sandy Kearns and Ken Ryall, born October 17.  
Mother and baby are both doing fine.”

Thank You, Catherine; Congrats, Sandy and 
Ken; and Welcome to Earth, Lily!
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Steve Vinklarek, Agent
3700 N IH 35
Austin, TX 78705
Bus: 512-452-0214
steve.vinklarek.h3l2@statefarm.com

enforcement in the City of Austin and in Hyde Park. In-
vestigators are responsible for Zoning Enforcement, 
Dangerous Buildings and Housing, and Property Abate-
ment. If you have a complaint about a possible zoning 
violation, vacant or dilapidated structures, tall weeds and 
grass, illegal dumping, or other such matter you should 
call 311 to register your complaint. For a complete list 
of matters that Code Enforcement handles, please see 
<www.austinrecycles.com/code.htm> .

Mr. Buckner said that once a complaint is received, 
it is assigned to an investigator and an on-site investiga-
tion is conducted within 48 hours. The investigator may 
issue a warning or notice of violation. There will be a 
subsequent investigation, and if the violation continues, 
criminal charges may be filed and fines may be assessed. 
He also noted that the City is in the process of improving 
code enforcement and increasing the number of inspec-
tors. Also, inspectors are now working on weekends. The 
goal of code enforcement is to make Austin the most liv-
able community in the country. If you wish to contact Mr. 
Buckner directly, his telephone number is 974-2970 and 
his email address is <wesley.buckner@ci.austin.tx.us>.

Next, Carol Burton discussed beautifying the four 
traffic calming circles in our neighborhood. She report-
ed that the vegetation needs to be trimmed, weeded, and 
watered as necessary. She suggested that HPNA solicit 
volunteers or designate HPNA funds for an initial clean-
ing with subsequent cleanings every two months. Carol 
will get bids and report back to the Steering Committee. 
She also noted that if volunteers were used, we would 
need four to six people to volunteer to take care of each 
circle.

Carol also discussed the issue of cleaning the al-
leys. The neighborhood faces this issue every year as the 
vegetation grows, making it difficult for the City’s trash-
collection trucks to navigate the alleys. She suggested an 
“alley fest” be held twice a year. The initial fest would 
be in October and then every six months. The idea is 
that each property resident would take care of his or her 
own alley during this week. She noted that some neigh-
bors might need assistance. Carol is seeking volunteers 
for alley monitor for each block. You can contact Carol at 
<skywash@austin.rr.com>.

John Paul Moore, HPNA’s representative on the Cit-
izens’ Tree Trimming Task Force gave an update on the 
tree trimming situation with Austin Energy. He reported 
that no news was good news at this point. The City Man-
ager has not yet reconvened the tree task force.

There being no more business, John Kerr closed the 
meeting for the last time as President. HPNA would like 
to thank all of the officers who served last year: John Kerr, 
President; Elaine Meenehan and Denise Girard, Co-Vice 
Presidents; Carmin Way, Treasurer: and Sam Waring, Sec-
retary.

October Meeting Minutes...
         …cont’d from page 1

— Pam Whittington HPNA Co-Secretary
<ppw@sprintpcs.com>
452-9776
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KELLY W. KEITH, D.D.S.
GENERAL & COSMETIC DENTISTRY

NEW PATIENT SPECIAL 
CLEANING / EXAM / X-RAYS - $80

FRIENDLY, PROFESSIONAL STAFF CREATIVE FINANCIAL OPTIONS
SEDATION DENTISTRY AVAILABLE RESTORATIVE & COSMETIC SERVICES
EMERGENCIES WELCOME IMPLANT CROWNS & DENTURES

3800 SPEEDWAY 452-6405 www.KellyKeithdds.com

expires 12-31-06
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Working Hands 
Construction

Minor to Moderate Repairs and Remodeling
Decks, Fences and Custom Woodwork

Pain-in-the-Neck Problems Solved
Friendly, Affordable, Hyde Park Based

Call Matthew Young 419-7650

FSF: Why We Celebrate    
        …cont’d from page 1

Well, it was just an accident that I rode my son’s bike 
up to the fire station to have it registered. They were ask-
ing people to do that, and so I rode it up, rode up there, 
and the fireman said, Good thing you came today. We’re 
shutting down in a week or two, not real sure, but they’ve 
already closed the one on East Avenue.

I don’t think I’m going to like that.
And he said, well, another lady had found out about 

it – a Mrs. Peterson – and she had looked into it and there 
was a master plan that had been adopted by the council a 
few years before that. I think very few people on the pres-
ent council had adopted it, but it had been adopted and 
it was then going into effect. The one on East Avenue and 
the one in Hyde Park and the one in West Lynn were go-
ing to be shut down, and she had looked into it and had 
gotten this plan. 

So, I went to see her, she lived on D, 4117 Avenue D. 
So I went to see her and she said, well, she had talked to 
the council or somebody and they were going to have 
a public hearing on it. But she said, it had already been 
decided and there’s no use, and I’m not going to have 
anything to do with it. And so she said, you can have this 
master plan.

Anyway, I just thought there might be something that 
we could do, and this public hearing was going to be be-
fore the council in two weeks. Well, that didn’t give me 
very much time, so I called the newspaper. And I knew 
the editor, Sam Woods, and I said, Sam, they’re going to 
close the fire station out here in Hyde Park and nobody 
knows about it, and you need to write an article. Well, 
that was kind of early in the week. Anyway, I waited 4, 
5 days and nothing appeared, so I called up again and I 
said, why haven’t you had something the paper about it, 
and he said, Well – he was a good friend – he didn’t say 
this - but he was a good friend of the city manager, I think 
his name was Andrews, and a good golf buddy - and so 
he said, he’d talk to Andrews. And Andrews said, they 
don’t have anything to worry about. They’re covered by 
3 other stations that are out there. And I said, I thought 
it was news. At least you could put something about the 
historic building. 

Continued on following page
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One Woman
ART SHOW & SALE

December 2, 2006
 2:00 to 5:00 pm

The Adams House
4300 Avenue G

Nancy Taylor Crimm, Local Austin Artist
Original Pastels, Watercolors, Oils

Well, anyhow, it was – they hung up on me. And I got 
– that really did make me mad. And so I got to dream-
ing some ways to get some publicity. And it was kind of 
Vietnam time and people were demonstrating, and a lot 
of people thought it was really yucky to be demonstrat-
ing. But I don’t think I slept, all these ideas came to me 
at night, and so I thought of having a demonstration up 
there and the demonstration was going to be, instead of 
“firemen, fireman, save my child,” it was going to be little 
kids saying, “councilman, councilman, save my station.” 
Kind of corny.

But I didn’t know many people here yet – people 
with little kids - but I called a few and told them to make 
a sign and we were going to be at four o’clock tomorrow, 
because we didn’t have much time. I called the press, I 
called the TV stations, and said, we’re going to have a 
demonstration at the fire station. So we did and that pic-
ture was in the paper. 

Anyhow, the fire station, well, you know, it has kind 
of a sidewalk that goes in a circle around out front. So 
these little kids came on tricycles and pushcarts and they 
were all pretty small kids that were pedaling around. I 
got a good picture of them and the TV was there and the 
paper was there. So it had good coverage because of that. 
It attracted a lot of attention. 

Anyhow, I got this idea, to do this (the flyer publi-
cizing the event) one night and got up in the middle of 
the night and drew it and wrote it off and Walter (Wal-
ter Richter, Dorothy’s husband. Walter died several years ago. 
For over ten years, he contributed “Corner on Politics” arti-
cles to Pecan Press.) typed it for me and took it off. We had 
– I don’t know, seems like - I’m going to say 3000 print-
ed. That sounds like a bunch. Maybe a thousand. Must 
have been like a thousand. I’m sure it wasn’t 3000. Any-
how, they were printed and there was an old fireman, no, 
a policeman that lived near there and he was friends of 
the firemen and he helped distribute these. We had these 
everywhere, on a Sunday we put it in the part where 
churches were around, and we distributed this in a big 
area around here and it worked – I guess something 

Continued on page 10
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Memorable Moments: 
2006 Fire Station Festival

 Parade Rear View, Mirrored
Mission Accomplished: Paraders Reach the Station

Three of #9’s Finest 

Solid Citizens: 
Outgoing HPNA 
Prez John Kerr 
and Mayor-for-Life 
Dorothy Richter 
Present “Good 
Citizen Award” 
to Catherine and 
John Paul Moore

Umbrellas Indoors? Now THAT’S a Hard Rain!

Wetter or Not:  
Festival Coordinator 
Deaton Bednar

Photos by Robin Silberling
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worked. 
There was a kind of a neighborhood meeting or com-

munity meeting I set over at the Baptist Church at 7:30 
on October 12 and it was well attended. It was a bunch of 
people that, when they read this, came. I think that was 
Tuesday. 

So I guess on Thursday then we had - it was a coun-
cil meeting. That’s when the council had their meetings at 
the building on 9th Street. The chambers weren’t very big, 
not many people went to council meetings in those days. 
The council did not have offices in the building. It was 
wherever they worked or lived and there were no aides, 
they didn’t have council aides. It was kind of like, they 
did things and nobody knew about it. 

So at that meeting, at the church meeting that night, I 
said – here I’m running this thing like I knew what I was 
doing – but I said, there would be three of us that were 
going to take this master plan and tear it all to pieces, 
which was real easy to do, it wasn’t such a good master 
plan. I didn’t know anybody much then but Miguel Gon-
zalez Gerth and I needed to talk to him. He had come to 
me, oh, sometime earlier, about some zoning in his neigh-
borhood and Agnes’s husband (Agnes and Forrest Edwards. 
They lived on Avenue G. Both of them are now deceased, Ag-
nes within the past 3 years. For information about Agnes, 
read John Kerr’s article about her in a recent issue of the Pe-
can Press.) talked to me about why they had just moved 
here and in that house where they lived, because it was 
close to the fire station and he being a quadriplegic, he 
wanted to be close to the fire station in case. Where they 
had lived, the dogs had knocked the heater over. He just 
wanted to be close to the fire station there. So, I did not 
know them before that. Anyhow, the three of use were 
going to take parts of the master plan.

So we met at Agnes’s and each of us took a portion of 
this master plan, but Agnes wasn’t going to, it was For-
rest that was going to do the talking. But Agnes was, you 

FSF: Why We Celebrate    
        …cont’d from page 7

Continued on following page 



Page 10 — November, 2006 — Pecan Press Pecan Press — November, 2006 — Page 11 

�����������������������������������������������������������������
����������������������������������������������������
������������������������������������������������������
�����������������������

���������� �������������������������������
��������������������������������������������
��������������������������������������

�������������������������
���������������������

��������

� � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � �

����������������������������������������������������

know, she was there listening to it all. Anyhow, that’s 
what we did except in the - I had been visiting all the 
council members, around to their offices, and had ex-
plained what the problem was, what I thought was not a 
good idea, and at this meeting at the church - I had cop-
ied – you know, you mimeographed things then - and I 
had a bunch of little slips, mimeographing the names of 
the councils and their phone numbers or their offices and 
told people to contact them, passed it out - give it to your 
neighbor and call, which apparently they did. 

So, when we went to the council meeting, not many 
people were there but I went in and asked people, are you 
here for the fire station thing? No, well, would you mind 
letting us in? We filled the chambers and the hallway out-
side. It was a mob of us that went down for that. In the 
meantime I had borrowed a fireman’s hat. The firemen 
had been very cooperative. They were not in favor of it at 
all but they couldn’t take any kind of part in it and I want-
ed to have a fireman’s hat and they couldn’t give me one 
of theirs but they found one for me. So, when Mayor Butler 
called this case up, and who is the spokesman for this case, 
well, I got up, had my fireman’s hat in the paper bag and 
put the fireman’s hat on and went up to the podium and 
everybody laughed and there was a big deal. There’s a pic-
ture in the paper of me with this fireman’s hat on. 

But when I got there, he said the council, at their 
work session the night before, had decided not to close 
the station and we didn’t want to make a presentation 
we didn’t have to. It had already been decided so we de-
cided, well, why take up the time, so we didn’t do it. 
Afterwards, I was sorry we didn’t do it because the pa-
per had a really nice editorial about how the council had 
buckled under the pressure, without any facts of why we 
really didn’t think it was a good idea. And I had to write 
Sam Woods on that one. See, Walter was a journalist and I 
knew and he knew these journalists.

Well, that saved it that time and that was, like maybe, 
I think about two years before the Hyde Park Neighbor-
hood Association got going. But the way this became an 
annual thing is, when the neighborhood association was 

Continued on page 12
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formed, and it was formed over saving the house where 
Avis Davis lived – not at the time – the Oliphant house. 
Some people bought it and they were going to tear it 
down and a young girl who rented over on Speedway, 
Janis Linder, came to me and she said, we need to orga-
nize a group to save this house. I was election judge and 
I had the names of people in this area and she wanted to 
see if she could have that and I said yes, and I said, this 
is a good idea, but I was in the middle of organizing Tex-
ans for the rights of nonsmokers. I just don’t have time to 
help you but I’ll give you this list. I said, I don’t think it’s 
going to help. 

I said, I understand there’s a preacher that’s moved 
in, and see if you can’t get him to be interested in being 
president or helping you with it. That was Merle Franke. 
I didn’t know him, I just had heard he had moved in and 
I thought, well, we needed some respectable type person 
then rather than - a bunch of hippies were around in that 
time and they were buying up or moving in Hyde park, 
which was - really, I have to give them a lot of credit, cause 
some of the houses were not habitable but they moved in 
and maybe fixed them up, cleaned them up a little bit.

So that’s how that started and that summer when she 
got it going, we met frequently down at the park. There 
were 12 or so of us and Merle might remember some of 
them. Anyway, we drew up our goals and purposes and, 
you know, we were getting organized and we were try-
ing to think of a way to get membership. You know, what 
do we do to get people to do this and I said, when the fire 
station thing came up, I said that was – everybody was 
for that. We had no opposition. And I said, maybe we can 
have a fire station festival, have it about – see, this was 
October when this meeting was - and just let the council 
know that we’re still got our eyes on the fire station and 
people want to keep it and so that’s how the fire station 
festival go started. It was where you could be a member, 
we got all these people to come. We gave prizes for at-
tendance. We got businesses to donate things. We had a 
drawing and that was how we got membership started. 

FSF: Why We Celebrate    
        …cont’d from page 11

— Contrbuted by 
Lorre Weidlich

Chronicle to Hyde Park: 
You’re Number One!

Well neighbors, try not to get a fat head about it, 
but in the Austin Chronicle’s 2006 “Best of Austin” 

readers’ poll, good ol’ Hyde Park once again copped 
top honors in the “Best Neighborhood” category. And 
we quote: “Founded in 1891, Hyde Park was intended 
as an aristocratic suburb, away from the hustle of the 
rising city. Now a mix of artistic freewheelers, tech-
sector families, and students escaping dorm life call 
its mix of tree-lined avenues, independent businesses, 
and historic housing home. Quiet, leafy, pedestrian-
friendly, and (mostly) McMansion-free.” Our thanks 
to the Chronicle, and our congratulations to us!
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Hyde Park Project Earns 
Heritage Society Award
Congratulations to Thad and Laura Avery, whose 

meticulous restoration of the Chapin-Yarchak 
House at 506 W. 42nd was honored with a Merit 
Award for Restoration at the recent 2006 Preservation 
Awards of the Heritage Society of Austin. The award 
citation read as follows:

Built 
around 1910, 
this Folk-Vic-
torian style 
cottage was 
originally on 
the corner of 
42nd and Gua-
dalupe Streets 
and was ap-
parently a 
two-family 
duplex. The 
first documented owner was a painter named C. L. Chap-
in in 1922.  By the 1930s, more automobiles were on the 
road and about 1932 the house was moved to the lot be-
hind it on 42nd Street and rotated 90 degrees.  In its place 
on the busy corner a new “filling station” was erected. 
Later a Gulf Service Station, the business remained at 
this site for almost 40 years.  A succession of service sta-
tion employees lived in the house over the next decades, 
either as owners or renters.  In the 1970s the house was 
acquired as a rental by Charles and Helen Yarchak and it 
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Fine Properties Available

Lin Team. Old Austin REALTOR®
Helping people save old Austin...

 one house at a time. 

THE KINNEY COMPANY
Real Estate Services

www.TheKinneyCompany.com

Walk across the street to Lee Elementary! This 1954 
custom family home has 4 bedrooms, 3 baths, large 
living, hard-wood floors, pine-paneled kitchen, breakfast 
room and study, all with original character and quality.  
3313 Hampton Rd.  $449,500  

472-1930

eventually became home to many local musicians, includ-
ing Lyle Lovett and Champ Hood.  It was then vacant for 
years and slated for possible demolition into a parking 
lot.

In 2003 Thad and Laura Avery purchased the house 
and began a major restoration.  Keeping to the original 
footprint of the structure, they have preserved the origi-
nal longleaf pine flooring, transoms and wainscot while 
rebuilding the entire structure.   The house was so badly 
deteriorated that the trees growing up through the foun-
dation into the house had to remain in place until the 
foundation could be replaced.  Using old photographs, 
porch railings and other features have been replicated, 
and the house gaily painted.  It is now in use as office 
space for a local Hyde Park-owned company. 

The project architect was Derek Barcinski, with Atlan-
tis Architects located at 4117 Guadalupe Street.

— Marty Moulthrop
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HPNA Beautification Committee

If you like the idea of a greener Guadalupe, new 
plants on 38th, fewer overflowing dumpsters in the 

right-of-way, cleaner alleys and a maybe new land-
scaping in Shipe Park, you will want to get involved 
with the HPNA Beautification Committee.
Here is a summary of what we’re up to:

Power Poles: The sudden appearance of 70’ pow-
er poles encircling the neighborhood moved us to action. 
We approached Austin Energy and asked for funds to be 
used for planting that would provide some visual miti-
gation to distract the eye from the rusty iron pylons. Our 
request was approved and we went to work progress-
ing through series of conceptual plans to improve the 
half-mile of Austin State Hospital’s Guadalupe frontage: 
planting antique roses; replacing the battered chain-link 
fence, and our final plan – to use the funds as seed money 
to build a landscaped bike/pedestrian path along Guada-
lupe. The State Hospital encouraged our work.

Unfortunately, even with the interest of the city, 
the Austin Energy funding could not be set aside long 
enough for us to generate the support required to com-
plete the Guadalupe bike and pedestrian path. We’re back 
in the planning phase and focusing on landscaping along 
Guadalupe, 38th and Shipe Park. If you’re a landscaper, 
or want to help, we’d love to include you in the planning.

Dumpsters: There is a plague of these monstrosities 
on city right-of-way along Speedway and on our streets. 
Frequently these stinking containers overflow onto our 
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Hyde Park
Presbyterian Church

Space available for small group meetings
Sunday Worship 10:30 am
3913 Avenue B 459-7747

— Child Care Provided—
hydepark@austin360.com

www.hydeparkpresbyterianaustin.org

A country church in the city center.

Nov. 11 - Annual 
Holiday Market 

9AM-3PM
Nov. 19 - Monthly 

Potluck Thanksgiv-
ing Dinner

sidewalks and streets. Neighbors complain and Code En-
forcement investigates, but there is little they can do. The 
Beautification Committee is investigating a number of 
new options that may improve the situation. If dumpsters 
are your thing please call us and get involved.

Alleys: Every couple of years Austin Solid Waste Ser-
vices threatens to take away our alley garbage pickup, 
and for good reason: the alleys are overgrown. Trucks 
can’t get through, towering vines, bamboo thickets, and 
hackberry sprouts assault workers. To remedy this sit-
uation the neighborhood has for many years sponsored 
occasional alley cleanup, courtesy of the Hyde Park Alley 
Cats. This winter we plan to trim again, so be prepared to 
grab a machete and a thermos and join in. We need all the 
alley captains we can get, so sign up now.

We’re a relatively small, but ambitious, democratical-
ly run committee that values all of our members and their 
ideas. If you have a project you believe would improve 
the neighborhood please let us know, but be prepared to 
get involved; we will heartily support all great ideas, un-
der your leadership.

Thanks to Margot Thomas, Elaine Gissel, Jill Nokes, 
John Kerr, Lindsay Nagashima, Jack Taylor and others 
for serving the Committee to make Hyde Park a bit more 
beautiful. To sign-up to help please call 371-7754, or email 
me at <lmf@earthlink.net>

— Larry Freilich
Chair, HPNA Beautification Committee

(Note: Larry  is the Founder and former Chair of the Hyde Park Garden 
Club and Tea Society) 



Page 18 — November, 2006 — Pecan Press Pecan Press — November, 2006 — Page 19 

� � � � � � � � � � � � � � ���� ���������

������ ���������
�����������������
������������������

�������������������
������������������������
������������������
��������������

��������������������������� ���� � � �� �������� ������������

���������������������������� � �������� � �����������������

���������
�������
�

Autumn’s Bones
rattle against my 
heart. The day is 
full of ghosts and
the grey land bleeds
and there is no
one to blame.
I don’t know what 
love is anymore
and know now that
I never did and 
won’t have time to
discover. And 
you are gone again
though you were
gone before. But 
now autumn seals
your departure,
finalizes it, hardly
thinking what it’s 
doing, busy being
grey and ghostly,
busy rattling its 
bones against my
heart, busy being
Autumn. 

—  Albert Huffstickler
October 9, 2000

Hyde Park Poets

Austin CarShare at the 
November HPNA Meeting

Austin CarShare is a local non-profit providing 
vehicles for members who occasionally need a vehi-
cle minus the expense of ownership. It’s ideal those 
needing an occasional specialty vehicle such as a van, 
pick-up, or a convertible.  Families with one vehicle, 
but the occasional need for a second can also benefit.  

Members reserve a vehicle online, unlock it with 
their Austin CarShare key fob and return it to the 
same location when finished.

More information at <www.austincarshare.org>.
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