
	 When:	 7:00	p.m.		
	 	 Monday,	November	7,	2011	
	 Where:	 Trinity	United	Methodist	Church 
	 	 4001	Speedway
Note:				HPNA	general	meetings	usually 	 	
take place on the first Monday of each month.
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HPNA General Meeting  
Agenda for Nov 7th

 David Connor will present Hyde 
Park treasures found from the 
Williams/Mansbendel house

 43rd and Duval redevelopment 
discussion presented by Karen 
McGraw and Bick Brown

 Short term rentals discussion 
presented by Morris Anderson and 
Blake Tollett

 Livestrong Austin Marathon and 
Half Marathon - route through Hyde 
Park presented by Ari Witkin

 Crime and Safety update

Continued on page 5

Holiday Party!

Mark	your	
calendar	for	

the	Hyde	Park	
Holidays	Party	at	the	

home	of	Charlotte	Herzele,	
Sunday,	December	18th	at	
3916	Avenue	H,	from	6:00	
to	7:30	p.m.	Details	soon	to	
follow.

37th Annual Fire Station Festival
On	the	afternoon	of	October	23rd	children,	adults	and	

pets,	many	in	wonderful	costumes,	gathered	in	Shipe	
Park	for	the	parade	to	Fire	Station	#9.	

David	Conner,	
Michael	Nill	and	I	
carried	the	HPNA	
banner	at	the	front	of	
the	parade.	Dorothy	
Richter	greeted	the	pa-
rade	as	it	arrived	at	
the fire station. I in-
troduced	the	new	
officers for the year 
and	thanked	the	vol-
unteers,	but	I	should	
thank	them	here	as	
well:	this	wonderful	
event	came	about	due	
to	the	great	work	of	
Deaton	Bednar,	Linda	
van	Bavel,	Lynne	Hohl-
feld,	Sarah	Brooks,	Gabi	
Snyder,	Kelly	Schaub,	Carol	Jack-
son,	Paula	Rhodes,	Joan	Yamini,	
Mary	La	Touf,	Jackson	Brooks	and	
Robin	Silberling.	Joan	Yamini	an-
nounced	the	winners	of	the	adult,	
child	and	pet	costume	contests.	La	
Strada	performed	wonderful	mu-
sic	while	some	children	and	adults	
danced.	Other	children	played	
and	adults	talked	and	ate.	Rep.	El-
liott	Naishtat,	Councilmember	Bill	
Spelman	and	Constable	Bruce	El-
fant	attended.	Jacqueline	Galvan	
read	a	letter	Congressman	Doggett	
sent	for	the	occasion.	Walgreens	
sent	us	numerous	volunteers,	
Grande	Communications	provid-
ed	tents	and	assisted	with	funding,	

and	Hyde	Park	Bar	and	Grill	and	
Wheatsville	provided	food.	We set 
a new record for attendance - 712!

This	year	we	decided	to	try	
displaying	awards	visually	rather	
than	announcing	each	one	because	
we	had	so	many	that	it	would	have	
really impacted the flow of the 
event	to	announce	each	one.	
The award-winners:

•	The Richter award: John	Paul	
Moore	and	Catherine	Moore.

•	Bridge-builder awards:	Lorre	
Weidlich,	Carolyn	Grimes,	
Kevin	Heyburn,	Joe	Bedell

•	Service awards for research: 
Wanda	Penn,	John	Paul	Moore	
and	Doris	Coward

The Parade gets underway for the 37th Annual Fire Station 
Festival - photo by Liz Lock

November Issue 
Highlights
A	letter:	Advocating	Single	Mem-
ber	Districts,	see	pg.	8

Former	HPNA	President	Avis	Da-
vis	has	passed	away,	see	pg.	10
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Hyde Park Neighborhood Association
P. O Box 49427 • Austin, TX 78765

http://www.austinhydepark.org

— HPNA Officers/Steering Committee —
President  
• Lisa Harris <Ljharrisus@yahoo.com> ................................ 420-0652
Co-Vice Presidents 
• John Williams <jawilli@grandecom.net>  
• Lorre Weidlich <lweidlich@mail2sevenseas.com>
• Dorothy Richter
Co-Secretaries • Ashley Schweikart • Claire de Young
Co-Treasurers • PO Box 49427, Austin, TX 78765
• I.J. Aarons <ijaarons@aol.com> 
• Lynne Hohlfeld <lhohlfeldcpa@yahoo.com>
Additional Steering Committee Members: • Mark Fishman  
• Stan Kozinsky • Eric Stumberg • John Moore • David Conner  
• Kevin Heyburn • Michael Nill
HPNA Committee/Task Forces (w/chairs)
AISD • Ann S. Graham, 3815 Ave H .............................................458-8096
Alley Coordinator • Carol Burton, <skywash@austin.rr.com> ..................
Austin Neighborhoods Council Rep.  ............... VOLUNTEER NEEDED
Beautification  • Robin Burch <robinburch@gmail.com> .  (903) 780-5275
Children’s Programs •  ...................................... VOLUNTEER NEEDED
Church/Neighborhood Liaison • Niyata Spelman, 3802 Ave. F. 459-8349
Communications/Web • Robin Silberling, <robin@wcook.org> 452-1783
Crime & Safety • Heather Freeman, <hdozierfreeman@yahoo.com>
Development Review • David Conner <daypaycon@yahoo.com>
Finance • David Conner <daypaycon@yahoo.com>
Graffiti Patrol  .................................................... VOLUNTEER NEEDED 
Homes Tour • David Conner <daypaycon@yahoo.com>
Membership • Jim & Eileen Genevro, <jgenevro@earthlink.net> 401-3803
Neighborhood Planning • Karen McGraw, 4315 Ave. C  ............459-2261
Local Historic District • Lorre Weidlich, <lweidlich@mail2sevenseas.com> .
Shipe Park • Mark Fishman, <mlfishman@gmail.com> ..............656-5505
Social • Deaton Bednar, <deatonbednar@grandecom.net> ..........................
Transportation  ................................................... VOLUNTEER NEEDED
Tree Preservation • JP Moore, <johnpaulmoore@austin.rr.com>  789-7025
Triangle Development • Cathy Echols, 4002 Ave. C ...................206-0729
Zoning • Dorothy Richter, 3901 Ave. G ........................................452-5117

HPNA Steering Committee
Committee 
Wanda Penn <wandapen@mac.com>   ..............................(2009-2011)
Mark Fishman  ....................................................................(2010-2012)
Stan Kozinsky <kozinsky@swbell.net> ............................(2010-2012)
Dorothy Richter .................................................................(2009-2011)
Eric Strumberg ...................................................................(2010-2012)
John Paul Moore ................................................................(2010-2012)
David Conner <daypaycon@yahoo.com>  . (immediate past president)

From the President’s Desk:

A	big	thanks	to	everyone	who	participated	in	our	elections!	I	appreciate	the	opportunity	to	
serve	for	another	year.	It	looks	like	in	the	coming	year	we	will	again	need	to	stay	on	top	

of multiple ongoing issues that are important to our neighborhood. I am confident that our 
team of newly-elected and continuing officers and steering committee members will allow us 
to	do	so.

Pecan Press
The Pecan Press is published monthly

by the Hyde Park Neighborhood Association in Austin, Texas.
Note: Each month’s ad and editorial deadline is 

the 15th of month preceding publication.

Editor 
Paul Kamprath <pecaneditor@gmail.com>

Editor Emeritus 
Grant Thomas 450-0464 <hgthomas@youthlaunch.org>

Poetry Editor 
Charlotte Herzele <herzele@gmail.com>

Crime & Safety Chairman 
Heather Freeman <hdozierfreeman@yahoo.com>

Production Manager/Advertising Director
Robert M. Farr 731-0617 <bobfarr@austin.rr.com>

Mail Ad Payments to:  
Carol Jackson. P.O. Box 49427, Austin, TX 78765

Mail Ad Artwork to:
Robert M. Farr <bobfarr@austin.rr.com> 
7500 Chelmsford Dr. Austin,TX 78736

Distribution Coordinator
Rimas Remeza • 4105 Ave. F • 371-3158 

 <rimasx@yahoo.com>

Area Coordinators
North of 45th/West of Duval • Pam Dozler ........................ 458-8927
North of 45th/East of Duval • Jay Gerard & Carrie Laughlin  371-1546
South of 45th/West of Speedway • Robert Morris & Kathryn Kotrla .. 
   ................................................................................. 371-7246
South of 45th/East of Speedway • Martha Campbell ......... 452-2815

Contributors
Glen Alyn, Candy Gray Becker, Cynthia Beeman, Laurence Becker, Deaton 
Bednar, Mary Collins Blackmon, Steve Bratteng , George Bristol, Sharon 
Brown, Lewis Brownlow, Amon Burton, Martha Campbell, Inga Marie 
Carmel, Josephine Casey, Nicole Caspers, Kitty Clark, Betsy Clubine, 
Elsy Cogswell, Carol Cohen Burton, William Cook, Susan Crites Krumm, 
Celeste Cromack, Herb Dickson, Avis Davis, Don Davis, Luci Davis, 
Pam Dozler, Cathy Echols, Mark Fishman, Fred Florence, Merle Franke, 
Gregory Free, Nadia Freeman, Larry Freilich, Eugene George, Mary Carolyn 
George, Barbara Gibson, Larry Gilg, Susan Gilg, Ann S. Graham, Carolyn 
E. Grimes, Wouter Habraken, Lisa Harris, Anne Hebert, Ben Heimsath, 
Albert Huffstickler, Cynthia Janis, Liz Jones, Paul Kamprath, John Kerr, 
Susan Kerr, Bo Kersey, Susan Kirk, Dennis Lensing, Liz Lock, Karen 
McGraw, Sharon Majors, Jason Mann, Libby Malone, Alan Marburger, 
Peter Maxson, Brook Meggs, Elaine Meenehan, Fred Meredith, Susan 
Moffat, John Paul Moore, Jack Nokes, Jill Nokes, Wren Nokes Willeford, 
Wanda Penn, Cecil Pennington, Linda Pennington, Peter Pfeiffer, Dorothy 
Richter, Walter Richter, Kristen De La Rosa, Steve Sadowsky, Mark 
Sainsbury, Jessica Salinas, Mary Lou Serafine, Cathy Short, Sarah Sitton, 
Thad Sitton, Clay Smith, Niyianta Spelman, Jenna Stephens, Julie Strong, 
Kathleen Strong, Grant Thomas, Debbie Trammell, Rollo Treadway, Lao 
Tzu, Jennifer Vickers, Katie Vignery, Sandra Villalaz-Dickson, Lorre 
Weidlich, Adam Wilson, Hanna Wiseman Jacobs, Joe Wiseman, Sue 
Young, Hermelinda Zamarripa.

And	there	is	an	online	tool	
(which	had	some	bugs	initially	but	
hopefully	will	be	fully	functional	by	
the	time	you	read	this)	for	discussion	
of	how	to	improve	the	plan	
from	the	initial	draft	at	<http://
imagineaustin.icanmakeitbetter.
com/>

One	area	of	concern	in	the	
current	draft	of	the	plan	is	the	
designation	of	51st	St.	between	
Hwy	183	and	Duval	and	all	of	
38th	Street	as	mixed	use	corridors.	
City	staff	have	indicated	that	this	
does	not	mean	the	streets	will	be	
widened	or	zoning	will	be	changed	
and	that	a	“mixed	use	corridor”	in	
the plan will be defined differently 
from the “mixed use” definition 
contained	in	neighborhood	plans.	
Given	the	extensive	use	of	the	term	
“mixed	use”	in	existing	codes	and	
ordinances	it	seems	problematic	
to	use	such	a	similar	term	in	
the	comprehensive	plan	when	
something	different	is	meant.	On	
October	12th,	North	University	
Neighborhood	Association	(NUNA)	
passed	the	following	resolution	
regarding	that	terminology:

1.	NUNA	is	opposed	to	the	
use	of	roadway	terminology	in	the	
comprehensive	plan	that	is	the	same	
as,	or	similar	enough	to	be	confused	
with,	land	use	terminology	used	in	
the	zoning	regulations.

2.	NUNA	is	opposed	to	the	
designation	of	38th	Street	between	I-
35	and	Guadalupe	Street	as	a	“mixed	
use	corridor,”	“transportation	
corridor,”	or	any	similar	designation.

The	Hyde	Park	Neighborhood	
Plan	Contact	Team	has	not	met	yet	
at	the	time	I	am	writing	this	but	a	
similar	resolution	will	be	taken	up	at	
their	October	meeting.

Another	important	city	
conversation	that	we	need	to	
participate	in	is	the	Airport	
Boulevard	Redevelopment	Initiative.	
We	learned	in	September	that	the	
area	from	Caswell	to	Airport	is	
currently	proposed	to	be	a	residential	
transition	zone,	envisioned	by	the	
consultants	as	an	area	that	will	be	a	
transition	between	very	high	density	
envisioned	to	occur	on	Airport	Blvd.	
itself	to	the	lower	density	of	single	
family	homes.

Continued on following page 

The	city	will	begin	the	process	
of	adopting	the	Imagine	Austin	
comprehensive	plan	shortly,	
but	there	are	still	opportunities	
to	improve	the	plan	before	it	is	
adopted.	The	plan	is	available	at	
<www.imagineaustin.net/intro>

The	city	is	soliciting	input	
on	priorities	for	implementing	
the	plan	via	a	survey	at	<www.
imagineaustin.net/lpriority>
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Send in your articles, letters, and photos (but not your 
poetry*) by the 15th of each month to:

	 Editor,	Pecan Press
	 <pecaneditor@gmail.com>

*Send your poems to: 
	 Charlotte	Herzele
	 <herzele@gmail.com>

We Welcome Your Submissions to Pecan Press

Note: The Pecan Press will not publish unsigned/unattributed poetry. All poems (even if written under a pen 
name) must carry a name and address or phone number for identification and verification purposes.

HPNA Membership Info

All memberships expire on September 30th 
of each year. 

�
Membership in HPNA is open to all 
residents aged 18 years or older who reside 
within the boundaries of Hyde Park or 
within 300 feet of the designated 
boundaries.  

�
New members, and members who lapse in 
dues for over six months, are eligible to 
vote at HPNA meetings 30 days after 
receipt of dues.

—	 Lisa	Harris	
HPNA President	
<Ljharrisus@yahoo.com>

Obviously	the	area	between	
Caswell	and	Airport	contains	many	
blocks	of	existing	single	family	
homes.	While	designating	that	area	
as	a	residential	transition	zone	will	
not	force	anyone	to	allow	his	or	her	
house	to	be	replaced	by	a	duplex	or	
triplex	or	apartment	complex,	there	
is	clearly	a	possibility	that	it	will	put	
pressure	on	many	of	our	neighbors.

It	is	disconcerting	that	there	
was no specific effort by the Airport 
Boulevard	Redevelopment	staff	to	
inform	us	that	they	contemplated	
inclusion of a significant portion 
of	our	neighborhood	within	the	
plan	area.	It	is	troubling	that	so	far	
none	of	the	large	public	meetings	
concerning	Upper	Airport	(Airport	
between	Lamar	and	the	Interstate)	
have	been	held	on	Upper	Airport	
or	in	any	of	the	neighborhoods	
directly	adjacent	to	it.	I	also	question	
whether	it	was	necessary	to	schedule	
the	third	large	public	meeting	
to conflict with HPNA’s general 
meeting	for	October.

Some	nearby	neighborhoods	are	
represented	on	an	Airport	Boulevard	
Advisory	Group	that	has	been	
consulted	on	the	redevelopment	
initiative	and	on	scheduling	
meetings	but	up	to	this	point	we	
have	not	been.	I	have	asked	for	
Hyde	Park	to	be	given	a	seat	on	that	
advisory	group	and	am	hopeful	that	

by	the	time	you	read	this	we	will	
have	one.	Doris	Coward	has	agreed	
to	serve	on	that	group	if	we	are	
given	a	seat	on	it.	Meeting	agendas	
for	the	Airport	Boulevard	Advisory	
Group	are	posted	at	<www.
ci.austin.tx.us/cityclerk/boards_
commissions/boards/bid73.htm>

Information	regarding	the	plan	
as	it	evolves	is	posted	at	<www.
airportboulevard.com>

On	October	4th	Charlotte	
Herzele	led	us	in	another	wonderful	
National Night Out; firemen and 
code	enforcement	staff	stopped	by.	
Thanks	to	the	Melancholy	Ramblers	
for	providing	wonderful	music,	
so	infectious	that	it	inspired	code	
enforcement	staff	to	dance!	Thanks	
to	Blue	Whale	Moving	Company	
for	the	many	and	varied	pizzas	they	
provided!	And	thanks	to	Charlotte	
and	our	wonderful	volunteers	for	
pulling	the	event	together!

	Continuing	on	the	subject	
of	public	safety,	at	a	September	
hearing	the	tire	slasher	suspect,	
who	is	representing	himself	in	
court,	requested	and	was	granted	a	
continuance	to	October.	In	October	
he	had	me	and	many	other	people	
who	live	in	Hyde	Park,	work	in	Hyde	
Park,	work	for	the	Austin	Police	
Department	or	work	for	the	District	
Attorney’s office summoned to 
attend	his	jury	trial	on	October	25th.

Finally,	this	year	has	been	very	
hard on our city’s plants. In late 
September	a	large	limb	fell	from	
one	of	the	trees	at	Shipe	Park	and	
damaged	a	bench.	This	reminded	
us	that	just	as	the	trees	in	our	yards	
have	needed	more	watering	than	
usual	this	year	the	trees	in	Shipe	
Park	need	extra	help.	None	of	the	
trees	that	surround	the	playground	
are	close	enough	to	the	sprinklers	to	
get	a	good	watering	from	them.	

So,	I	have	submitted	paperwork	
to	the	Parks	and	Recreation	
Department	requesting	that	
neighborhood	volunteers	be	
permitted	to	water	those	trees.	
When	we	get	permission	we	will	
need to adhere to the city’s watering 
schedule	for	commercial	properties	
unless	we	have	volunteers	more	
patient	than	I	who	are	willing	and	
able	to	stand	there	holding	the	hose	
the	entire	time	the	tree	is	watered.	If	
you	are	interested	in	taking	a	turn	
watering	the	trees	please	let	me	
know.

Hyde Park Neighborhood Association Enrollment         2011-12 Membership

Name  ______________________________________________ Phone ___________________

Address _____________________________________________________________________                                                                                

   I wish to be notified via email of HPNA meetings and events.

Email ____________________________________________________

Dues (per person)

  Standard - $5/year       Senior Citizen- $1/year

  New Member       Renewing Member

Payment:   Check        Cash  Date ____________

All memberships expire on September 30th of each year.  

Bring to an HPNA 
meeting, or send to: 

HPNA Membership
P.O. Box 49427
Austin, Texas  78765

Make checks payable to HPNA.   
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The Sound of One  
Branch Falling
Wednesday,	September	28th,	about	10	

minutes before 7 o’clock my family and 
I	were	at	Shipe	park.	

The	kids	(5	and	7)	had	just	climbed	in	the	center	of	
the	giant	oak	tree	next	to	the	bathrooms	and	we	were	
taking	pictures	when	we	heard	a	very	loud	noise,	
much	like	a	gunshot.	There	was	panic,	we	ran,	and	
then	a	huge	branch	of	the	tree	came	crashing	down	
right	at	the	spot	where	my	wife	Chandra	had	been	
standing	just	seconds	before.	It	crushed	the	bench	in	
front	of	the	baby	swings	and	shattered,	but	no	one	
was	hurt.

	On	inspection,	this	branch	had	been	damaged	
and	had	rotted	through	a	good	way.	No	doubt	the	
drought was the final straw. The Austin parks crew 
was	there	the	next	morning	to	cut	up	the	branch.

— G. Wouter Habraken

The kids frolic in the “pre-fallen” arms of a heritage oak. Photo by G. 
Wouter Habraken,  

Moments later: fortunately nobody was standing here. Photo by 
George Wyche
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Pecan Press is on-line at
<www.austinhydepark.org>

A unique  per spec t ive  on 
archi t ec tura l & inter ior  de s ign

renovat ions . addi t ions . new cons t ruc t ion
mater ia l  s e l e c t ions . co lor  pa le t t e s. . .

512.657.8238
mart inhousede s igns . com

M A R T I N H O U S E D E S I G N S

• Service awards - crime and safety: Heather	Free-
man, Teresa Griffin, George Wyche, Charlotte 
Herzele

•	Service awards - Homes Tour:	David	Conner,	
John	Williams,	Catherine	Moore,	Deaton	Bednar,	
Carolyn	Grimes

•	Service awards - membership:	Jim	Genevro	and	
Eileen	Genevro

•	Service awards- Shipe Park:	Adam	Wilson,	Al-
ison	Young,	Rhonda	Baird,	Philip	Baird,	Mark	
Fishman

•	Service awards- Pecan Press:	Sarah	Sitton,	George	
Wyche	and	Wanda	Penn

•	Service award- longtime service:	Grant	Thomas
Thanks	again	everyone	for	helping	to	make	this	

year’s festival a record-setting success. 

—	 Lisa	Harris

Fire Station Festival...
    …cont’dfrompage1
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Hyde Park Handyman
Big or Small, We Do it All

PETE REED

20 Years Experience
Free Estimates
(512) 736-6539

Ed
uc
at

ing
the

futur
e leaders of the creative class

College Prep, Fine Arts
Come to our Grand Opening Oct 14, 6pm!

www.griffinschool.org

President	Lisa	Harris	called	the	meeting	to	
order	at	7:10pm.

The first item of business was a vote on the reso-
lution	to	amend	the	HPNA	bylaws	regarding	limits	
to	the	number	of	consecutive	terms	served	by	Steer-
ing	Committee	members	elected	at	large.	The	bylaws	
would	now	state:	“The	voting	members	elected	at	
large	may	be	reelected;	however,	a	voting	member	
elected	at	large	shall	not	serve	in	excess	of	two	con-
secutive	full	two-year	terms.	The	two	consecutive	
two-year	term	limitation	for	voting	members	elected	
at	large	shall	not	prevent	the	election	of	such	persons	
from	further	service	as	a	voting	member	of	the	steer-
ing	committee	after	an	absence	from	that	committee	
for	two	or	more	years.”	As	instituting	these	term	
limits	would	be	effective	immediately,	the	terms	of	
at-large	members	Dorothy	Richter	and	Wanda	Penn	
would	expire.	Lorre	Weidlich	and	John	Paul	Moore	
brought	up	the	possibility	of	tabling	this	agenda	item	
until after the vote on the HPNA officer slate, but ulti-
mately	the	vote	was	called	and	passed	24	–	3.

The	second	item	of	business	was	a	vote	on	the	
2011-2012 HPNA Officer Slate. As members of the 
Nominating	Committee,	Carolyn	Grimes	and	Cynthia	
Lyon introduced the slate of officers. Lorre Weidlich 
and	Dorothy	Richter	were	both	nominated	from	the	
floor, both for the position of Co-Vice President. Given 
these nominations, the final slate put to a vote was:

•	President	–	Lisa	Harris
•	Co-Vice President – John Williams, Lorre Wei-

dlich,	and	Dorothy	Richter
•	Co-Treasurer	–	I	Jay	Aarons	and	Lynn	Hohlfeld
•	Co-Secretary	–	Ashley	Schweickart	and	Claire	

deYoung
The	slate	passed	33	–	0.	Separately,	Dorothy	Rich-

ter was also nominated from the floor for a newly 
created	position	of	Steering	Committee	Member	for	
Life.	A	vote	was	called	to	bring	this	position	to	the	
HPNA	Steering	Committee	for	their	approval	and	
passed	24	–	0.

The	third	item	of	business	was	a	presentation	by	
Roscoe	Overton	regarding	an	idea	of	city	council	re-
districting.	The	Department	of	Justice	has	stated	that	
the	City	can	rearrange	the	election	process	but	cannot	
reduce	the	possibility	of	minority	populations	being	
able	to	elect	a	representative.	The	Austin	Center	for	
Peace	and	Justice	is	proposing	to	revise	the	election	
process	from	at-large	to	single	member	districts	us-
ing	the	“8-4-1”	Single	District	Model.	Karen	McGraw	
asked	if	the	Center	was	proposing	staggered	terms	
and	Mr.	Overton	stated	that	the	2011	Charter	Review	
Committee	has	been	asked	by	City	Council	to	take	up	

HPNA General Meeting 
Minutes for October 3, 2011

Continued on following page 
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that	issue	(HP	resident	Susan	Moffatt	is	on	this	Com-
mittee).	Lisa	Harris	mentioned	that	at	the	next	ANC	
meeting,	which	is	open	to	the	public,	they	will	be	
looking at the five different redistricting models being 
proposed.

The final item on the agenda was an update on 
crime	and	safety.	It	was	discussed	that	Tommy	Kel-
ly’s trial hearing was pushed to October 24th at 9am. 
Tommy	Kelly	was	remains	incarcerated	as	he	awaits	
the	trial	hearing.	
Additional updates discussed included:

•	National	Night	Out	scheduled	for,	October	4th	
from	7	–	8:15pm,		Blue	Whale	Moving	Company	
will	provide	pizza

•	Fire	Station	Festival	scheduled	for	October	23rd	at	
3:30pm

• Griffin School Grand Opening scheduled for Octo-
ber	14th	at	6-8pm,	5001	Evans	Avenue,	Austin,	TX	
(Old	Trinity	Methodist	Church)

•	Lisa	Harris	will	be	meeting	the	Parks	Department	
on	possibility	of	HP	neighbors	taking	turns	wa-
tering	trees	in	Shipe	Park	to	avoid	issue	of	falling	
limbs	due	to	drought

•	The	Draft	of	Imagine	Austin	Comprehensive	Plan	
is	now	available	at	<http://imagineaustin.net>	
and	discusses	the	designation	of	mixed-use	corri-
dors	within	the	HP	boundaries

•	The	Airport	Blvd.	Redevelopment	Initiative	in-
cludes	a	Residential	Transition	Area	from	45th	to	
51st	east	of	Caswell	where	there	is	a	possibility	of	
increased	density,	The	HP	Contact	Team	meeting	
on	October	24th	at	7pm	will	discuss	this

•	Bob	Breeze	attended	City	Council	subcommit-
tee	meeting	where	Bruning	closure	was	discussed.	
Transportation	Dept.	commented	that	accurate	
traffic counts have been hampered by construction 
on	51st	street.	Councilmember	Laura	Morrison	
commented	that	although	HPNA	is	against	the	
closure,	northern	neighborhoods	are	for	it.	The	
closure	has	been	adamantly	opposed	by	the	own-
ers	of	Snappy	Mart	because	they	believe	their	
business	is	negatively	affected.

• Ridgetop Elementary’s next Garden Day is Nov. 
18th

•	Carlos	Lopez	scheduled	his	campaign	kickoff	for	
Constable in Precinct 5 at Serrano’s Symphony 
Square	on	October	6	at	5:30.	
President	Lisa	Harris	adjourned	the	meeting	at	

8:11pm.
—	 Ashley	Schweickart	

Co-Secretary
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Advocating SIngle Member Districts

 The 8-4-1 Single District Model Structure:

8 Districts elect one council member per district
2 Council members elected at-large in District A (East)
2 Council members elected at-large in District B (West)
1 The Mayor elected at-large (Total City)
13 Total elected Council members 

The 8-4-1 model is based upon the current Memphis city council 
configuration. It is a geographic representation system with 8 
individual geographic districts and 2 at large geographic districts 
District A (East) and District B (West), each overlaying 4 single 
member districts. Each individual district will have one council 
representative. The 2 at-large districts would have two seats or 
places for two at large representatives in each at-large district. A 
total of 12 council members would be elected under a geographic 
system. Only the mayor will be elected by the entire city. 

How the district boundaries are drawn is very important.  Working 
with A.N.C, the districts in the attached maps were drawn to ensure 
neighborhood integrity and current population demographics 
were finally recognized and respected.  With 4 majority-minority 
districts combined into one at-large district (District A), African 
American and Hispanic representation in the at-large district is 
highly likely. SMD 1 will have the largest population of African 
Americans.  Higher voter registration and voting patterns make 
this district an opportunity district for African Americans.
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ARBORTECH
Member of and Certified by The International 

Society of Arboriculture 

Stan Noblett, B. S. Molecular Biology 

940-0705
Residential-Commercial

· Sick Tree Diagnosis         · Pruning 
· Storm Damage               · Removal 
· Ball Moss           · Cabling & Bracing 
· Lot Clearing            · Roof Clearing 
· Appraisal · Native Tree Experts 

Complete Tree Service 

www.arbortech.org

Besides increasing minority representation and establishing a 
geographic at-large perspective the boundaries, as drawn in this 
proposal, increases representation of sectors of the community 
that have not felt represented. District 7 could conceivably have 
a UT Student as a council member.  The southern and eastern 
communities will finally have a voice of their choice. In this system, 
every voter can vote for four council members. one council member 
from the voter’s district, two members from the at-large district in 
which they live, and the mayor.

Nothing is a given. No seats are safe or protected.  We must work 
toward soliciting and selecting qualified and committed candidates.  
We can build coalitions working for the common good. We believe 
this is the most representative and progressive proposal and we 
endorse its implementation.  

—	 Rudolph	C.	Williams	President,		
Austin	Center	For	Peace	and	Justice	
<rwilliams163@austin.rr.com>
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Avis Jane Davis & HPNA
10 November 1947 — 30 September 2011

Avis Davis was the first three-time president of 
HPNA	serving	in	the	mid	to	late	1980s.	She	

passed	away	Sept.	30th	after	a	long	battle	with	can-
cer.	Services	were	held	on	Sunday,	October	16,	2011	at	

2	p.m.	at	Covenant	Presbyterian	Church	
located	at	the	corner	of	MoPac	and	

Northland Dr. The family’s 22 years 
in	the	Hyde	Park	neighborhood	
(from	1977-99)	and	relationships	
with	neighbors	were	meaningful.

Avis	and	Don	Davis	purchased	
the	historic	Queen	Anne-styled	Oli-
phant	House	(1894)	at	3900	Avenue	C	
early	in	1977.	Having	moved	in	1971	

to	Austin	from	the	University	of	Illi-
nois	at	Champaign-Urbana,	where	they	

met	in	graduate	school,	they	lived	in	two	
other	places	in	Austin	before	settling	in	Hyde	Park.	In	
the	mid-1970s,	Don	and	Avis	were	looking	for	a	place	in	
walking	distance	of	UT	and	large	enough	for	a	growing	
family	and	students	who	would	live	with	them.	When	
looking	around	with	her	mother,	Avis	spotted	this	house	
and	learned	that	it	had	been	on	the	market	for	some	time.	
It	was,	in	her	words,	her	“dream	house.”

As	Don	and	Avis	soon	learned,	the	two	and	a	half	sto-
ry	house	had	become	something	of	an	icon	for	the	Hyde	
Park	neighborhood.	According	to	longtime	resident	Dor-
othy	Richter,	when	it	was	threatened	with	destruction	
in	fall	of	1974,	the	situation	became	the	catalyst	that	ulti-
mately	led	to	the	establishment	of	the	HPNA.	Thus	it	was	
natural	for	the	new	owners	to	participate	in	the	Associa-
tion	out	of	gratitude	and	civic	responsibility.	Though	they	
both	attended	monthly	meetings	and	held	leadership	po-
sitions,	Avis	became	deeply	involved.	She	saw	that	her	
role	as	a	“stay	at	home	mom”	provided	her	with	the	time	
to	devote	to	community	issues,	including	attending	day-
time	City	Council	and	other	meetings.	The	house	was	on	
the	Homes	Tour	several	times	in	following	decades,	and	
in 1984, Avis chaired the Father’s Day weekend event, the 
8th	Homes	Tour.	Throughout	the	1980s,	Avis	and	the	fam-
ily	enjoyed	attending	neighborhood	Christmas	parties	at	
the	Elisabet	Ney	Museum	and	the	annual	Hyde	Park	Fire	
Station	Festival.

Avis	was	elected	President	of	HPNA	in	1987	and	
served	during	three	critical	years	for	the	neighborhood	
and	the	Association.	The	1980s	saw	a	demolition	and	
building	spurt	by	Hyde	Park	Baptist	Church	that	threat-
ened	to	destroy	the	integrity	of	the	neighborhood.	The	
building out of the Church’s basic block and beyond, the 
addition	of	a	multistory	parking	garage,	the	moving	of	
the	Woodburn	House	(from	the	corner	of	Avenue	F	and	
40th	Street	to	the	current	location	at	Avenue	D	and	44th	
Streets),	and	construction	of	several	blacktopped	parking	
lots.	All	were	demoralizing	to	neighbors	concerned	about	
historic	preservation	and	neighborhood	cohesiveness.	
The	Association	agreed	to	certain	zoning	changes,	hoping	

Continued on following page 
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HybridRealtor@Stanberry.com

Hyde Park Resident & Neighborhood Realtor
Jeff  Baker  512 619-7421 ABOR, REALTOR®
Former State Licensed Appraiser                          Also check out jeffbakerart.biz

R E A L T O R S ®

Stanberry
Associates

In partnership with solesforsouls, I will be donating 200 pairs 
of shoes for those in need with each real estate transaction. 
Check out soles4souls.org to see how you can get involved! 

that they would be sufficient to sate the church’s appetite, 
called by some “the edifice complex,” but to no avail. As 
positions	hardened,	some	creative	communication	moves	
developed.	

	Avis	and	Don	remember	the	spring	of	1989	when	
challenging flyers were left on cars around the church 
and	handed	to	attendees	when	entering	or	leaving	
church.	Neighbors	also	picketed	outside	the	sanctuary	
hoping	that	this	might	deter	visitors	and	others	so	that	
the church’s leaders would enter into more than a one-
sided	dialogue	with	HPNA	over	the	building	process.	
Perhaps	a	climax	of	these	events	occurred	when	Es-
ther’s Follies conducted a “morality play” on the steps of 
the	HPBC	sanctuary	between	services.	The	next	day	the	
church	administration	signaled	a	desire	to	talk	and	even-
tually	a	new	process	was	designed	to	resolve	outstanding	
issues	between	the	Church	and	HPNA.	During	this	time-
frame,	Hyde	Park	residents	spent	many	hours	in	the	
basement	of	the	old	City	Council	chambers	at	one	partic-
ular	table.	They	spent	so	much	time	there	that	the	table	
eventually	became	known	as	the	“HPNA	table.”	

HPNA	responded	to	these	events	to	maintain	the	
importance	of	historic	structures	by	applying	for	the	
establishment	of	a	National	Historic	Register	District	dur-
ing Avis’ tenure as president. The U.S. Department of the 
Interior	approved	the	application	in	August,	1990.

One	neighbor,	Wanda	Penn,	remembers	a	“typical	
Avis” incident during the family’s years in Hyde Park. 
Avis	met	Wanda	out	walking	in	the	neighborhood	and	
told	her	that	Fresh	Plus	was	having	a	great	sale	on	green	
beans.	Avis	handed	Wanda	some	money	so	that	Wan-
da	could	make	her	way	up	to	the	grocery	store.	This	sort	
of	neighborly	interaction	was	one	that	Avis	enjoyed	and	
Wanda	and	others	want	to	see	continued.	

Finding	satisfaction	in	leading	community	groups,	
in	the	1990s	Avis	joined	the	Friends	of	the	Austin	Pub-
lic	Library	and	became	active	in	the	annual	book	sale	at	
Palmer	Auditorium.	She	served	as	President	of	the	group	
from	1994-1997,	using	her	HPNA	experience	to	protest	li-
brary	cuts	in	the	city	budget.	

She	also	enjoyed	immensely	her	work	at	Logos	Book-
store, helping people find just the right book for their 
various	needs.	Meanwhile,	in	late	fall	of	1995	Avis	was	
diagnosed	with	three	kinds	of	cancer	and	underwent	seri-
ous	surgeries,	chemotherapy,	radiation,	etc.	immediately	
and	in	following	years.	The	cancer	seemed	in	remission	at	
times,	and	she	continued	her	enthusiasm	for	reading	and	
books.	For	the	past	decade	or	so	she	was	librarian	at	Cov-
enant	Presbyterian	Church,	a	position	she	dearly	loved.

Avis	and	Don	lived	in	Hyde	Park	until	the	summer	of	
1999	when	they	moved	to	a	smaller	house	on	Harris	Av-
enue,	east	of	Duval?nearer	to	Robert	E.	Lee	Elementary	
School	which	their	three	children	(Luci,	Sam,	and	Car-
oline)	attended.	When	ovarian	cancer	reasserted	itself	
in	2009,	Avis	underwent	the	standard	treatments	local-
ly	and	study	trials	at	M.D.	Anderson	Cancer	Center?none	
of	which	proved	effective.	She	had	a	peaceful	passage	at	
home	with	family	bedside.	

—	 Luci	Davis
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Hyde Park Neighbors –

Biggs Plumbing, a commercial contractor for 
over 40 years, is now providing residential 
service. 

Consider us for your:
• Kitchen and bath remodeling 
• New tankless water heaters
• Service calls

We live in the neighborhood and understand 
the challenges of older plumbing.  Let us help 
you with your next project.

512–837–5955
service@biggsplumbing.com 

http://www.biggsplumbing.com

TX Masters License M36811

FYI — a courtesy copy for Hyde Park

To: Board of Adjustment 
c/o Susan Walker

Planning and Development Review 
Re: Case 2011-000106 BA

Dear Board Members:

I am writing to inform you that on September 12, 2011, the 
Steering Committee of Hyde Park Neighborhood Association voted 
to support David Triche’s application for a variance. A previous 
owner of 3803 Duval violated city code in several ways. When he 
became the owner Mr. Triche began remedying those violations. 
He would like to come into compliance with regard to parking, but 
with the existing improvements he cannot do that and remain 
in compliance with regard to impervious cover. The amount of 
impervious cover he is asking to be permitted to add is modest 
and the benefit to neighbors of him coming into compliance on 
parking and moving the parking for the property onto the property 
is considerable. For that reason the Hyde Park Neighborhood 
Association Steering Committee voted unanimously to support his 
request for a variance.

—	 Lisa	J.	Harris	
President,	Hyde	Park	
Neighborhood	Association

Letters Dept.

Hyde Park Wins Again

This ain’t the first time that HP’s been recognized as best ‘hood.

<www.austinchronicle.com/gyrobase/Awards/BestOfAustin/
index/?Award=1250819>:

“Best of Austin 2011

“Best Neighborhood/Place 
To Live: Hyde Park (Readers 
Poll, Politics & Personalities)

“She’s the mama grizzly of Austin 
neighborhood politics. Whether it’s 
fighting back developers, fighting 
to keep the Shipe Park Pool open, 
or advocating to reopen the Baker 
Center as a neighborhood school, 
Austin’s first suburb is now its 
activist heart.”

PS, pure coincidence dept.: Chronicle publisher Nick Barbaro 
and his wife Susan Moffat live in the big white house at 42nd/
Speedway.

—	Grant	Thomas
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Suzee Brooks, REALTOR® CNE
mobile 512.740.5771 • office 512.499.0499 • fax 512.499.0460 • suzee@lyonrealestate.net

Virtual Tour & Info:
lyonrealestate.net

Offered at
$585,000

• Main House: 3 Bedrooms & 2.5 Bathrooms
• Guest Apt./Studio: 1 Bedroom & Half-Bath
• Custom Pecan Built-Ins Throughout
• Designer Kitchen w/Stainless Appliances
• Front & Back Wrap-Around Porches
• Private Courtyard with Huge Pecan Tree
• Moontower View in the Heart of South Austin

1605 SOUTH 2ND STREET Modern Bouldin Bungalow

FO
R

SA
LE

Lucien, Stirling and Gray  
Advisory Group, Inc. 

How do you define “wealth”? 

Hint:  It’s more than your balance sheet 

Exploring this question and crafting
thoughtful long-term plans

is how we deliver
wealth management services  

in a meaningful, personal way. 

Please give us a call. 

“Life is full of riches. Your relationship with
an advisor should be the same.” 

4005 Guadalupe · Austin, TX  78751 
(512) 458-2517 

www.lsggroup.com 

“Smart Decisions About Serious Money” 

A Registered Investment Advisor providing  
Fiduciary level planning, advice & asset management services 

In Hyde Park since 1992 
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www.GWYNDOWS.com
 444-1954

Women Owned and Operated

Commercial and Residential

Great Quality and Affordable

Excellent Customer Service

ECO-friendly And Fully Insured

CALL US FOR A 
FREE ESTIMATE !

Pecan Press Word Find 3
“All Around Austin” by der Brat

G A P M A D R E L L I M M O T C

O N C E K A L D R I B Y D A L O

V T I N C X S T E V I E R A Y N

E H Y K R A C K B A N D M I N G

R E T I R E N O D A M A S H E R

N C R R Z E N S I N R A G S V E

O A E J E N H N T R O U T E E S

R P B S E K O T O R O W P V R S

S I I L A T C D U R E U S E M A

A T L A S R A A O L L E W N N V

R O G U E R C B B A N O T T A E

D L A B O R R H D Y T I N Y H N

I D O L E A P A A E N U T T G U

N O O N C R U D H V A N E R U E

I C E S I G H T E X E G E I A N

A N N R I C H A R D S Z I P V M

Clues: [# in parentheses is # letters in answer words]

1. Part of it is The Drag. (9)

2. Formed by Longhorn Dam (4,4,4)

3. Forms Lake Austin. (3,6,3)

4. Crosses the bridge named for a Governor. (8,6)

5. A main boulevard running north and south. (5)

6. In here, looking straight up, you might wonder, ‘What 

does XASTE spell?’

7. A big name on 19th Street? (6, 6, 4)

8. Dorothy Ann Willis makes it big in 6. (3,8)

9. Led workers and ended up on 1st Street? (5,6)

10. Sometimes the big orange one on campus. (3,5)

11. “The” place where you can get really high in town. (9)

12. Runs under 4 roads in town. (8)

13. Building that was Austin’s first skyscraper. (11)

14. Mount supporting Covert Park. (7)

15. Sixth Street of yore. (5,6)

16. and 17. He’s honored in bronze by the lake. (6,3)

17. see above. (7)

18. Namesake of bridge on 360. (11)

19. Goddess of the Capitol. (7)

20. Mugshots on the wall in #6? (9)
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Hints	on	page	22
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Hyde Park Specialist

Sam Archer
Broker | Realtor®, Juice Homes LLC

512.633.4650
Sam@ArcherAustin.com
www.JuiceHomes.com

and Resident

Sam is a Hyde Park enthusiast and has been living and investing in Hyde 
Park since 1995.

Sam	is	a	graduate	of	Harvard	and	the	LBJ	School	and	is	a	Certified									
Negotiation Expert®

Call Sam if you are considering selling .  It makes a difference 
when your Realtor® knows what is happening in our real estate market.

Helping clients buy and sell in 
Austin with integrity and 

unparalleled representation
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Cromack Estate
4016 Duval Street

Celeste and Bert Cromack were leaders in the

Hyde Park neighborhood for many years.  Before

she went to work for the City, Celeste served as

president of the Hyde Park Neighborhood

Association. They were always seen on the annual

homes tours, usually dressed in vintage costumes

and always serving as gracious docents. T h e i r

passing is a loss for the neighborhood and their

many friends here.

Now the Cromack home is available for sale.

A sturdy 1928 vintage bungalow, it is a Hyde Park

classic that retains its original character and

craftsman-style details. The electrical, plumbing

and HVAC systems were updated about 15 years

ago, when a new metal roof was also installed, but

the house needs additional work.

According to the tax records, the house has

1844sf of heated and cooled space. The living

room is spacious and has a wood-burning

fireplace.  The dining room is also large and the

kitchen has a breakfast nook and walk-in pantry.

There are two bedrooms and a bath downstairs and

two bedrooms upstairs.

The 60 x 135 foot lot has a very convenient

rear entry from the alley at the end of 41st Street

and is shaded by large trees. As of this publication

deadline, the price has not been set.

100 Year Anniversary Party at 
Adams House Bed & Breakfast

On	October	16,	2011	Adams	House	
managers	Liz	Lock	and	Eric	C.	Hughes	

along	with	proprietor	Sidney	Lock	had	a	
party	to	celebrate	the	property	turning	100	
years	old.		In	attendance	were	some	of	the	
actual	descendants	of	the	Adams	family	
including	Tom	Adams,	grandson	of	W.T.	
Adams,	who	has	provided	many	photos	
of	their	family,	the	house,	and	historical	
documentation	to	the	B&B.		This	event	was	
a	great	opportunity	to	thank	family,	friends,	
and	neighbors	who	have	helped	make	Adams	
House	B&B	what	it	is	today.		

The	Adams	House	Bed	and	Breakfast,	located	
in	historic	Hyde	Park	in	Austin,	was	built	in	1911.		
Originally	the	home	was	built	as	a	single-story	L-
shaped	bungalow	with	wraparound	porches.		The	
property	was	purchased	by	Mr.	and	Mrs.	W.T.	Adams	
in	1922	and	elevated	to	a	two-story	colonial	revival	
home	in	1931.

After	1955,	the	house	was	sold	several	times	and	
was	eventually	turned	into	four	apartments	that	were	
occupied	by	renters	for	over	30	years.		The	house	
was	renovated	by	a	historic	preservation	architect	
and	purchased	by	John	and	Sidney	Lock	in	1997	who	
converted	the	property	into	a	Bed	and	Breakfast.		In	
that	year	the	Heritage	Society	of	Austin	gave	Adams	
House	an	award	for	historic	preservation.		Adams	
House was also granted Austin’s Historic Landmark 
status	in	October	2010.		

Liz	Lock	and	her	husband	Eric	C.	Hughes	took	
over	management	duties	of	Adams	House	in	August	
of 2010.  They have had a successful first year as 
innkeepers	and	they	are	looking	forward	to	greeting	
new	guests	who	leave	as	friends.		

Thank	you	for	all	of	your	love	and	support	over	
the	years!

—	 Liz	Lock	
Sidney Lock	
Eric C. Hughes
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COLLEGE APPLICATIONS
ARE ALL ABOUT

THE ESSAYS
“The essay is the life support system of the 
application. The essay is the applicant’s 
opportunity to breathe some life into the 
folder, to remind the reader that all of those 
numbers and letter grades and adjectives and 
test scores and lists of activities represent, 
for better or worse, yet another and different 
person out there.”  Fred A. Hargadon, Dean 
of Admissions, Princeton University

~ I teach creative essay writing ~
~ As they learn, they complete 

their applications ~
Initial conference is gratis and time 

is short for app deadlines

Please call or email 

David Rowland Ellis
512-632-1616

drelegal@gmail.com

tammy@realtyaustin.com
512.695.6940

tammy younG, realtor ®

& HyDe ParK neiGHBor  

Home marKetinG & Buyer rePresentation
innovative, results-FocuseD

exemPlary customer service

New Educational 
Opportunities
I	have	grudgingly	come	to	accept	the	poetic	no-

tion	that	the	only	true	constant	in	our	lives	is	
change.	In	May	Sri	Atmananda	Memorial	School,	
located	on	the	grounds	of	the	Perry	Estate	at	41st	
and	Red	River,	closed	its	doors.	These	were	the	
doors	that	had	worn	the	joyful,	abstract	mud	and	
chalk	decorations	of	the	children	who	passed	
through	them	into	a	community	of	learners	un-
like	any	other	in	Austin.

Many	children	in	our	city,	my	two	sons	included,	re-
ceived incalculable gifts of true self-discovery, confidence 
in	themselves	and	in	what	they	are	capable	of	imagining,	
solving,	and	learning	thanks	to	the	teachers	at	this	school	
and	their	approach	to	education.	Members	of	this	close	
community,	teachers,	children,	parents,	and	friends	of	the	
school came to understand that the sale of the school’s 
unique	and	lovely	property	that	had	been	a	second	home	
to us was indeed an ending but not necessarily a finite one. 

With	the	generous	cooperation	of	the	new	owners,	
a	group	of	very	talented	teachers	from	Sri	Atmananda	
opened	the	Progress	School,	now	operating	on	the	lower	
grounds,	with	a	similar	progressive	approach	to	educa-
tion. The building that once housed the Griffin School has 
reemerged	as	the	Waller	Creek	School	Building.	Inside,	stu-
dents	and	adults	from	the	neighborhood	and	the	city	will	
be	able	to	engage	in	a	variety	of	learning	opportunities.

Bronze	Doors	Academy,	developed	and	run	by	a	for-
mer	Sri	Atmananda	parent,	is	educating	students	using	
innovative,	hands-on	methods,	and	Socratic	inquiry	in	
its	full-time,	or	part-time	option	for	homeschoolers.	My	
younger	son,	who	had	doubted	liking	any	school	after	be-
ing	at	Sri	Atmananda,	is	now	raving	about	his	Creative	
Writing	and	Stop	Motion	Animation	classes	there.

I	have	joined	with	two	partners	to	open	Freestyle	
Language	Center	in	this	new	space	to	reach	out	to	adults	
wishing	to	learn	a	second	language.	Freestyle	has	gener-
al	and	specialized	classes,	drop-in	conversation	practice,	
and	organizes	social	events	to	give	students	an	opportu-
nity to gain fluency in informal settings. Our first offering 
for the community is a free Friday night film series.

French and Spanish-language foreign films, all subti-
tled, will be shown in the building’s theatre which is part 
of	the	original	structure	that	includes	an	acoustical	wood	
ceiling	worth	a	look	in	and	of	itself.		Also	operating	in	the	
newly configured space are two language programs for 
children:	Chinese	with	Meggie,	with	courses	for	adults	as	
well,	and	Olas	Spanish	Immersion	for	Kids.

Perhaps	the	poets	had	most	of	it	correct.	Yet	while	
change	is	indeed	constant	in	our	lives,	taking	the	best	of	
what	was,	holding	on	to	the	relationships	that	helped	to	
sustain	it,	and	imagining	new	possibilities	together,	tells	
us	that	constant	too	are	the	bonds	of	community.		

— Margaret Dunaway	
<mdunaway@post.harvard.edu> 
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Look who’s trimming the tree! 
Now through December, wrap 

up everything you need 
to make your home 
the home for the 

holidays. Spruce up rooms 
with non-toxic, no VOC paints, replace old 
carpet with reclaimed wood flooring, 
deck the walls in your bath with 
recycled glass tile. – At House+Earth, 

we have hundreds of products and ideas for 
making the season bright. All at 10% off!

Looking to entertain family and friends over 
the holidays? Then you better get a move 

on! This offer won’t stay fresh for long.

House+Earth. For the home you live in. And the home you live on.™

Freshly Cut for the Holidays

For the life  of  your trees .
pruning  fertilization  pest & disease management  removal
CALL 877 BARTLETT 877.227.8538 OR VISIT BARTLETT.COM

BARTLETT.
BEcAusE fuLL, hEALThy TREEs 

mAkE foR fuLL, hEALThy LivEs.

The trees and shrubs that shade us and grow along with us are 
valuable assets that deserve care and protection. for over 

100 years, we’ve led both the science and services that make 
your landscape thrive. No matter the size or scope of 

your tree and shrub care needs, our experts provide you with 
a rare mix of local service, global resources and innovative 

practices. Trees add so much value to our lives. And Bartlett 
adds even more value to your trees.

A pint-sized firefighter spotted hanging out at Hyde Park’s 37th 
Annual Fire Station Festival. Photo by Liz Lock. 
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HYDE PARKHYDE PARKHYDE PARK

more
than green:

blue
green

more
than green:

blue
green

engineering
Residential and commercial

water reuse and rainwater solutions

bluegoldengineering.biz
512.944.0677

 Be ready: one inch of rain on a 
2,000 sq. ft. roof yields about
1250 gallons

 Austin rainwater harvesting rebate 
repays up to 50%, up to $5,000

 Reuse up to 400 gallons of grey 
water per day to irrigate

 Save 25-75% of total water costs



Philtron 

Human Help for a Digital World 

 Virus Removal
 PC Tune-up/Upgrade
 Home & Office Networking
 Custom Built PCs

On-site   On Time   Call Today! 

512.360.TRON(8766) 
www.philtron.com 

Computing 

Giant Ragweed:  
Not Food for Gods 
Ambrosia trifida is the name of the plant that 

around	here	we	call	giant	ragweed	or	just	rag-
weed.	Some	folks	have	unprintable	names	for	this	
plant that grows profusely and is a prolific pollen pro-
ducer.	The	genus	name,	Ambrosia,	derives	from	the	
same	Greek	root	word	that	gives	us	the	name	for	the	
food	of	the	gods	in	mythology.	The	plant	was	not	giv-
en	this	name	because	it	is	especially	tasty,	but	rather	
because	it	is	extremely	hardy;	the	root	word	means	
immortal.	The	species	name	refers	to	the	leaves	that	
usually have three lobes – trifid.

Under	optimal	conditions	
the	plant	can	grow	to	over	10	
feet	in	height.	Starting	in	late	
summer	the	plants	can	start	
producing	numerous	small	
and	rather	nondescript	clus-
ters of flowers that release large 
amounts	of	pollen	into	the	air,	
and	subsequently	up	your	nose.

Many	people	are	allergic	to	
chemicals	associated	with	the	
pollen	grains,	which	are	rath-
er	small	and	covered	with	tiny	
points.	Ragweed,	like	other	
plants	that	use	the	wind	to	get	
pollinated, do not have flowers 
with	the	showy,	colorful	petals	
that	attract	insects	or	other	pollinators.	Because	they	re-
lease	such	large	amounts	of	pollen	into	the	air	they	wreak	
havoc	on	the	immune	systems	of	the	victims	we	call	hay	
fever	sufferers.	It	might	be	some	consolation	to	these	folks	
to	know	that	these	bouts	indicate	that	their	immune	sys-
tems are quite robust. The inflammatory response of our 
immune	system	to	the	harmless	pollen	could	be	thought	
of as like the smoke detector that warns you of a fire in 
your	home,	but	then	also	goes	off	when	you	simply	burn	
your	toast.	A	good	immune	system	is	like	that	smoke	
detector	–	a	life	saver	when	confronted	by	the	many	
harmful	assaults	by	the	bacteria,	fungi,	and	viruses	that	
share	our	air	space,	but	also	a	nuisance	when	the	pollen	
floats in.

You	may	not	have	noticed	another	interesting	fact	
about	these	plants:	the	young	leaves	and	stems	contain	a	
red	pigment.	If	you	squeeze	the	tip	of	the	plant,	it	appears	
as	if	it	has	bled	on	you.	These	red	pigments,	called	an-
thocyanins,	are	common	throughout	many	plant	groups.	
One	prominent	idea	about	their	value	to	the	plants	is	
that	they	protect	young,	actively-growing	parts	of	plants	
from UV light damage. These pigments in other plants 
also	serve	to	attract	seed	dispersers	to	the	ripe	fruits.	In	
human nutrition they are thought to provide benefit as 
antioxidants.	Regardless	of	this,	I	do	not	recommend	eat-
ing	this	type	of	“ambrosia.”

— By der Brat

Ragweed is a member of 
an enormous plant family 
– the aster or sunflower 
family. These plants produce 
clusters (“heads”) of small, 
tube-shaped flowers.
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Joe Zakes

Residential Remodeling
From Additions to Repairs

apcaustin.com

 ART IN THE ALLEY 
Sunday, November 13th 

In the Parking Lot of the NeWorld Deli 

Local Artists and Live Music 
Sponsored By Arrowhead Custom Framing and NeWorld Deli 

Pecan Press Word Find 3
“All Around Austin” by der Brat

G A P M A D R E L L I M M O T C

O N C E K A L D R I B Y D A L O

V T I N C X S T E V I E R A Y N

E H Y K R A C K B A N D M I N G

R E T I R E N O D A M A S H E R

N C R R Z E N S I N R A G S V E

O A E J E N H N T R O U T E E S

R P B S E K O T O R O W P V R S

S I I L A T C D U R E U S E M A

A T L A S R A A O L L E W N N V

R O G U E R C B B A N O T T A E

D L A B O R R H D Y T I N Y H N

I D O L E A P A A E N U T T G U

N O O N C R U D H V A N E R U E

I C E S I G H T E X E G E I A N

A N N R I C H A R D S Z I P V M

Clues: [# in parentheses is # letters in answer words]

1. Part of it is The Drag. (9)

2. Formed by Longhorn Dam (4,4,4)

3. Forms Lake Austin. (3,6,3)

4. Crosses the bridge named for a Governor. (8,6)

5. A main boulevard running north and south. (5)

6. In here, looking straight up, you might wonder, ‘What 

does XASTE spell?’

7. A big name on 19th Street? (6, 6, 4)

8. Dorothy Ann Willis makes it big in 6. (3,8)

9. Led workers and ended up on 1st Street? (5,6)

10. Sometimes the big orange one on campus. (3,5)

11. “The” place where you can get really high in town. (9)

12. Runs under 4 roads in town. (8)

13. Building that was Austin’s first skyscraper. (11)

14. Mount supporting Covert Park. (7)

15. Sixth Street of yore. (5,6)

16. and 17. He’s honored in bronze by the lake. (6,3)

17. see above. (7)

18. Namesake of bridge on 360. (11)

19. Goddess of the Capitol. (7)

20. Mugshots on the wall in #6? (9)
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Hints

Hyde Park Poets
Martinec the Magnificent

He dances around a ball of light
throwing shadows into the mist,
a bond of life being built
in exquisite evanescence.

He shakes his hands in the dark night air,
tin cans clank in rustic rituals.
He raises the spray here, then there,
adding yet more of the pungent chemicals.

And all the time hes humming to himself
seemingly mumbling incantations.
Figures emerge from the vaporous shelf:
a crown, a miter, a crenellation.

As if from the mists of a glistening stream
his hand draws forth a horse.
He sets it on edge, in harness to its team,
and there gives it life, and purpose!

Now on that board of burl and mesquite
in apple-woods king & queen slumber.
In their dreams do they ready to compete
with the opposites of their number?

Hoping theyll cross afield with sword and shield
striking independent of their conjuror?
Yet they will awake in the steps he has set,
forever pawns, in greater matters.

— E.S.Cuny
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Suzanne Pringle 

REALTOR, Broker 

Cell (512) 217-1047 

pringle@ameliabullock.com 

www.ameliabullock.com 

 Your Hyde Park Real Estate Expert 
If you are considering buying or selling, contact Suzanne Pringle today for a       

complimentary  market  analysis and customized marketing plan for your home       
or investment  property and a current list of properties for sale. 

HYDE PARK HOMES GALLERYHYDE PARK HOMES GALLERYHYDE PARK HOMES GALLERY   

4206 Avenue B 
1925 bungalow located in heart 
of Hyde Park’s historic district. 
3BR, 1BA, open living/dining, 
enclosed utility porch, deck.  
Long leaf pine floors, high ceil-
ings, many recent updates. 

Just Listed at $379,000 

608 East 41st St. 
Artsy & eclectic 1930s home 
overlooking Hancock Golf Course. 
4BR, 3BA, 2LIV & 1DIN plus 
screened-in porch. Two master 
suites. Native gardens. Corner 
lot. 2-car carport. 

Listed at $525,000 

4001 Avenue C 
The Mary Lowry House, an his-
toric landmark in Hyde Park. 
Classic Victorian style built in 
1903. Over 2,000 SF with 2BR, 
2.5BA, 2LIV, 2DIN on double 
corner lot. Detached garage. 

New Price $539,000 

3815 Avenue G  
Recently updated 1920s brick 
home ready for move-in. Over 
2,500 sq ft with 3BR, 3BA, 3LIV, 
2DIN. Hardwood floors, fireplace, 
gourmet kitchen, downstairs 
master suite.  

Listed at $669,000 

800 East 44th Street 
High-end remodel of classic 1941 
Craftsman cottage on corner lot. 
Deluxe gourmet kitchen with 
commercial stainless appliances. 
Spa-like baths. Open floor plan 
with 3BR, 2BA, many upgrades.   

List Price $399,500 

817 East 38th St. 
Traditional all-brick one-story 
home on tree-shaded lot across 
from Hancock Golf Course. 3BR, 
2BA, 2LIV & 2DIN. Family room 
with large wood-burning fireplace 
and built-ins. Two-car  garage. 

List Price $349,000 

503 East 41st Street 
Beautiful 1920 Victorian home on 
oversized lot with pool, patio, 
tree house & chicken coop. 3BR, 
3.5BA, 4LIV, 1DIN. High ceilings, 
stained glass windows, long leaf 
pine floors. Garage & workshop. 

Just Listed at $629,000 

101 West 32nd St. 
1925 brick Tudor Revival style 
home on corner lot in Aldridge 
Place. Updated kitchen and 
baths. Flexible floor plan with 
4BR, 3BA, 2LIV, 1DIN. Fireplace, 
arched windows, French doors. 

Listed at $695,000 

SOLD
 

PENDIN
G 


