
   When:  7:00 p.m.  
                 Monday, October 1, 2007 
  Where:  Hyde Park United 
                 Meth od ist Church
                 4001 Speedway
     Who:  YOU and your neighbors
     Note:  HPNA general meetings usually  
take place on the fi rst Monday of each month.
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October
Meeting

  Fire Station Festival  Update
  Change in Membership Dues (vote) 
  Vote on Officers (vote)
  City Staff give a presentation on 

AMANDA permit software system. 

See you there!

HPNA General Meeting 
Agenda for October 1st

Continued on page 4 Continued on page 5

Get control 
of yourself!!!!  
What you re-
ally need is an 
excuse to par-
ty with your 
neighbors and 
remember just 
why we choose 
to live in Hyde 
Park.  The 33rd 
Annual Hyde 
Park Fire Sta-
tion Festival is 
right around the 
corner, and it 
couldn’t come at 
a better time.

This year’s festival will be big-
ger and better than ever, thanks to 
more underwriters and sponsors; 
but what will make this year better 
is YOUR participation.  Start plan-
ning now to join your friends and 
neighbors on Sunday, October 
21 from 4-6 p.m.

As usual, the Festival kicks 
off with an eclectic parade from 
Shipe Park to Station #9, to appeal 
to the child in us all.  Get creative 
in that special “Keep Hyde Park 
Weird” spirit.  Decorate your bikes, 
strollers, wagons, pets, vehicles, 
movable objects, and yourselves.  

Have you had your fi ll of tire stabbings, house demolitions and break-
ins, tree and yard mutilations, and thefts of bikes and strollers?  

Are you tired of seeing less-than-positive stories about your neighbor-
hood on the evening news?  Are you starting to think that Leander and 
Pfl ugerville are looking better and better? 

Premier your Halloween costume.  
Bring musical instruments or 
noisemakers to play along with the 
marching band or your own drum-
mer.  Get your friends, neighbors, 
and miscellaneous groups to par-
ticipate.  Remember, this is Hyde 
Park.  We know how to have fun.

If you don’t want to be in the 
parade, then you must make cer-
tain to fi nd a prime viewing spot.  
This is one parade you don’t want 
to miss.  The parade will trav-
el east from the park through the 
neighborhood — at least as far as 
the law will allow — head west 

“Keep Hyde Park Weird” 
at the Fire Station Festival

Minutes of the 
September 2007 HPNA 
General Meeting

Neighbors gathered at 7 p.m.  at 
the Hyde Park United Meth-

odist Church for the September 10, 
2007 General Meeting of the Hyde 
Park Neighborhood Association. 
President Elaine Meenehan called 
the meeting to order.

Catherine Moore, a member 
of the HPNA Development Re-
view Committee, presented the 
plans for the Willie Kocurek law 
offi ce project proposed by Van-
guard Design and Build.  Given 
the important history of this prop-
erty, located at 511 West 41st Street, 
historic zoning has been initiat-
ed at the Landmark Commission.  
The Development Review Com-
mittee met numerous times with 
owners Mike Rhodes and Michael 
Little to work out the details of the 
planned restoration of the offi ce 
building and the residence locat-
ed on the property.   Mike and 
Michael answered questions, and 
Karen McGraw discussed the need 
for a zoning change for the proper-
ty.  Karen asked HPNA to support 
the request for historic zoning and 

The Object of Our Affections: Fire Station #9. Photo by Catherine Judd
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tion should do something about 
that” with regard to various is-
sues.  While these statements are 
true and the HPNA should always 
strive to do more (and we do!), it is 
also true that community, as well 
as charity, begins at home.  The 
HPNA runs on a system of volun-
teers.  It is always easy to criticize 
what others are doing, or not do-
ing, without giving much thought 
to what we, as individuals, are 
contributing.  

This could be as simple as: are 
the limbs of the tree in your yard 
encroaching on your neighbor’s 
roof or are pedestrians having to 
duck in order to walk under them?  
Do you have a sidewalk in front 
of your house so that neighbors 
are not forced to walk in the street 
with cars?  Or it could be as com-
plicated and testy as wanting to 
build something that is not com-
patible with those around you.

In this day and age, it is easy 
to live in a bubble and only see 
the world according to each of us. 
What will this do to my property 
value, my upkeep, my way of life?  
The challenge is to think of the is-
sues in the larger context.  What 
will this mean to my communi-
ty, my neighbors, my friends?  Or 
even, what would this mean to me 
if my neighbor was doing it next 
door?

So, I would like to invite the 
residents and property own-
ers of Hyde Park to think about 
this: The next time you think the 
HPNA should be doing something 
about some issue, consider what 

Hyde Park Neighborhood Association
P. O Box 49427 • Austin, TX 78765

http://www.austinhydepark.org

— HPNA Steering Committee—
President 
• Elaine Meenehan • elaine.meenehan@gmail.com .............. 323-9772   
Vice President
 • Jennifer Berbas • Jennifer_berbas@yahoo.com .................................
Co-Secretaries • Pam Whittington • pam46@yahoo.com .... 452-9776
• Wendy Taddia • wtaddia@cencorealty.com
Co-Treasurers •  Denise Girard, • girard.d@att.net ............. 454-6584
  • Catherine Moore •  PO Box 49427, Austin, TX 78765
Additional Steering Committee Members: • Wanda Penn • William 
Cook • Stan Kozinzky • John Moore • Karen McGraw • Doris Coward

HPNA Committee/Task Forces (w/chairs)
AISD • Ann S. Graham, 3815 Ave H.............................................458-8096
Alley Coordinator • Carol Burton, skywash@austin.rr.com.......................
Austin Neighborhoods Council Rep. • Lisa Harris, ljharrisus@yahoo.com 
Beautifi cation • Larry Freilich, lmf@earthlink.net......................................
Children’s Programs • ...................................... VOLUNTEER NEEDED
Church/Neighborhood Liaison • Niyata Spelman, 3802 Ave. F. 459-8349
Communications/Web • Robin Silberling, robin@wcook.org ....452-1783
Crime and Safety Chairman • Carol J. Weider, 4101 Ave F.......459-6205
Development Review • Stan Kozinsky, 4604 Ave. G ...................451-4455
Finance • Nick Van Bavel, nvb123@yahoo.com.........................................
Graffi ti Patrol • E. Meenehan, elaine.meenehan@gmail.com .....323-9772 
Homes Tour • Lorre Weidlich, lweidlich@mail2sevenseas.com..300-2228
Membership • Doris Coward, dcoward@mail.utexas.edu ...........453-2476
Neighborhood Planning • Karen McGraw, 4315 Ave. C ............459-2261
Local Historic District • Sharon Majors, sharonmajors@grandecom.net ..
Shipe Park •   .................................................... VOLUNTEER NEEDED
Sidewalks • Rob Clinchard, robsold@texas.net...........................................
Social • Deaton Bednar, deatonbednar@grandecom.net ..............................
Tree Preservation • JP Moore, johnpaulmoore@austin.rr.com ...789-7025
Triangle Development • Cathy Echols, 4002 Ave. C ...................206-0729
Zoning • Dorothy Richter, 3901 Ave. G........................................452-5117

Pecan Press
The Pecan Press is published monthly

by the Hyde Park Neigh bor hood Association in Aus tin, Texas.
Editor

Grant Thomas 450-0464 <hgthomas@youthlaunch.org>
Associate Editor

Sarah Sitton 459-4530 207 E. 39th St.
Poetry Editor

Nancy Taylor Day 892-0127 <nancy@creativitymoms.com> 
4001 Duval (Salon) 78751

Crime & Safety Chairman 
Carol Welder 459-6205 <cjwelder@msn.com>

Production Manager/Advertising Director
Robert M. Farr 731-0617 <bobfarr@austin.rr.com>

Mail Ad Payments to: 
Denise Girard. P.O. Box 49427, Austin, TX 78765

Mail Ad Artwork to:
Robert M. Farr <bobfarr@austin.rr.com>
7500 Chelmsford Dr. Austin,TX 78736

Note: Each month’s ad and editorial deadline is 
the 15th of month preceding publication.

Distribution Coordinator
Herb Dickson - 400 Towne Park Trail • 206-4426 

<hrdsvd2@sbcglobal.net>
Area Coordinators

North of 45th/West of Duval • Pam Dozler ........................ 458-8927
North of 45th/East of Duval • Jay Gerard & Carrie Laughlin 371-1548
South of 45th/West of Speedway • Robert Morris ............ 371-7246
South of 45th/East of Speedway • Martha Campbell ......... 452-2815

Contributors
Glen Alyn, Candy Gray Becker, Cynthia Beeman, Laurence Becker, Mary 
Collins Blackmon, George Bristol, Chris Brown, Sharon Brown, Lewis 
Brownlow, Kathryn Bryn, Mark Burkhardt, Amon Burton, Martha 
Campbell, Inga Marie Carmel, Josephine Casey, Nicole Caspers, Kitty Clark, 
Carol Cohen Burton, William Cook, Susan Crites Krumm, Celeste Cromack, 
Rob D’Amico, Herb Dickson, Avis Davis, Don Davis, Lynn Denton, Pam 
Dozler, Russell Duke, Cathy Echols, Merle Franke, Gregory Free, Larry 
Freilich, Robert Garrett, Eugene George, Mary Carolyn George, Larry 
Gilg, Susan Gilg, Ann S. Graham, Carolyn E. Grimes, Rachel Hector, Ben 
Heimsath, Sandi Heimsath, Sarah Scott Howard, Albert Huffstickler,  Liz 
Jones, Barbara Kelly, John Kerr, Susan Kerr, Bo Kersey, Su s an Kirk, Anna 
Kotecki, Dennis Lensing, Karen McGraw, Sharon Majors, Libby Malone, 
Alan Marburger, Peter Maxson, Brook Meggs, Elaine Meenehan, Fred 
Meredith, Susan Moffat, John Paul Moore, Jack Nokes, Jill Nokes, Wanda 
Penn, Cecil Pennington, Peter Pfeiffer, Dorothy Rich ter, Walter Rich ter, 
Steve Sadowsky, Sheree Scarborough, Jaime Shimkus, Cathy Short, Sarah 
Sitton, Thad Sitton, Clay Smith, Jenna Stephens, Julie Strong, Kathleen 
Strong, Rollo Treadway, Lao Tzu, Jennifer Vickers, Katie Vignery,Sandra 
Villalaz-Dickson, Lorre Weidlich, Joe Wise man.

From the President’s Desk:

— Elaine Meenehan
HPNA President
<elaine.meenehan@gmail.com>

A community means shared 
problems, shared ideas and shared 
space.  A community means be-
ing aware of those around you and 
how the decisions you make im-
pact them.  A community is made 
up of all of its parts — from new 
residents to old. New residents 
bring new ideas. Old residents 
bring history and continuity. A 
community means similar issues.  
A community means its people.

I have heard several people 
in the past say, “The associa-

The Meaning(s) of Community

At the September Steering Committee meeting, as usual, many items were discussed.  In between discuss-
ing a raise in membership dues and HPNA fi nances and code compliance issues, we talked about how to 

get more people involved in the neighborhood — both in leadership roles and getting people to feel part of a 
community.  It is the community aspect that I will attempt to address in this column.

you think you give back to your 
community. Do you bring issues, 
ideas and options to bear, serve on 
committees or even attend regu-
lar meetings?  To be a member of 
the community, we have to start 
with being part of the communi-
ty.  To quote from Lost, my favorite 
television series: “We’ll either live 
together or die alone.”
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Send in your articles, letters, and photos (but not your 
poetry*) by the 15th of each month to:

     Editor, Pecan Press
     4106 Avenue F
     Austin, TX 78751
     <hgthomas@youthlaunch.org>

*Send your poems to: 
      Nancy Taylor Day
      4001 Duval
      Austin 78751
      <nancy@creativitymoms.com>

We Welcome Your Submissions to Pecan Press

Note: The Pecan Press will not publish unsigned/unattributed poetry. All poems (even if written under a pen 
name) must carry a name and address or phone number for identification and verification purposes.

Please enclose a self-addressed, 
stamped envelope for return of your 
materials.
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REMODELING? BUILDING? 
HPNA’s Development Review 
Committee Can Help!

Because of  Hyde Park’s historic significance to 
Austin, building and remodeling in our neigh-

borhood  are regulated by a unique set of laws and 
processes. Hyde Park, south of 45th Street, contains 
a National Register District, where all remodeling 
and building permits must be reviewed by the City 
of Austin’s Historic Landmark Commission. Neigh-
borhood Conservation Combining Districts govern 
projects in all areas of Hyde Park.

Hyde Park Neighborhood Association’s De-
velopment Review Committee (DRC) is a standing 
committee of volunteer neighbors with expertise in 
these laws and procedures, who meet with and advise 
anyone seeking to remodel or build. The DRC also 
makes recommendations regarding any governmen-
tal action on demolition, remodeling, and building 
issues.  Current committee members include an ar-
chitect, builders, a former real estate agent, a lawyer 
and, collectively, more than 100 years of experience in 
Hyde Park remodeling and building. 

Hyde Park Neighborhood Association strong-
ly encourages anyone considering a remodeling or 
building project to meet with the DRC as early as pos-
sible in the planning process.

Stan Kozinsky chairs the committee, which meets 
at 7 p.m. on the third Monday of each month at Hyde 
Park United Methodist Church, 4001 Speedway. 
Please contact the DRC through committee member 
Catherine Moore at 453-0592 or <chmoore@austin.rr.c
om>.  Meetings are open to any interested neighbor. 

Vino Vino Issue 
Nears Resolution
“Hey!” declares the sign pasted to the 

front door of Vino Vino, the wine 
bar and restaurant at 4119 Guadalupe. “If you 
parked next to New World Deli, you better turn 
around and move your car. They’ll tow you in a 
New York second. Park next to Hyde Park Gym.”

It’s not your usual storefront sign, and there’s one 
reason why: As Vino Vino manager Jerry Reid stat-
ed in a letter to the Austin Chronicle in August, “For 
two years now” the owners of Vino Vino have been 
attempting to become a fully licensed and certified 
wine bar and restaurant, despite powerful opposition 
spearheaded by neighboring business owner Kar-
en McGraw. For Vino Vino co-owner Jeff Courington, 
manager Reid, and building owner Thad Avery, the 
past two years have been “a wee bit frustrating,” as 
Reid wrote to the Chronicle.

It’s fair to say that the past two years have been 
frustrating for McGraw as well: She co-owns the 
Hyde Park Marketplace building just south of Vino 
Vino, and is a long-time Hyde Park advocate and 
neighborhood leader who is concerned that the num-
ber of people Vino Vino will attract is far greater than 

the parking-strapped area of 
Guadalupe can accommo-
date. Time will tell if her 
fears will come to fruition: 
On August 30th, after a pre-
vious round of approvals by 
the city and the Hyde Park 
Neighborhood Association, 

Continued on page 12
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City Plumbing Company
35 YEARS EXPERIENCE
453-1115

Sewer and Water Heater Replacement
Slab Leaks • Gas Leaks

Sewer and Drain Cleaning Service
Repairs • Re-pipes • Remodels

ALL YOUR PLUMBING NEEDS

Contra dance, an original American dance
Come alone or bring a friend!

LIVE MUSIC!
All dances taught and called

Dress casual & comfortable
Pay $8 for 1st time, next time is free!

Community dance 3rd Saturday of every month
http://www.austincontradance.org/3s.html

512-453-8936

Saturday Oct 20
St. Paul Lutheran Church

3501 Red River
Beginners 7:30 pm
Everyone 8-11 pm

����������� ������������������������������
the request to change the zoning to neighborhood of-
fice (NO-H-NCCD). Doris Coward made the motion 
as requested by Karen, and Jennifer Berbas seconded.  
After discussion, the motion carried 24 to one.

Next, Niyata Spelman provided the report from 
the Nominating Committee. The nominations for the 
next year are:

• President – Elaine Meenehan
• Vice President – Jennifer Berbas
• Co-Treasurers – I. Jay Aarons and Lorre Weidlich
• Co-Secretaries – Pam Whittington and Celeste 

Cromack (volunteered after the meeting)
• Steering Committee Positions – Rob Clinchard, 

Wanda Penn, and Dorothy Richter (who volun-
teered after the meeting ended)
Steering Committee members continuing to serve 

their two-years terms are: Stan Kozinsky, Karen Mc-
Graw, and William Cook. Niyanta noted the need for 
a Homes Tour Chairman.

Mary Collins Blackmon gave an update on the 
progress of the plan for the renovations at the Elis-
abet Ney Museum.  A public briefing will be held 
Tuesday, September 25 at City Hall.

Next, Christin Alvarado and Christi Cabarello 
with Austin Partners in Education discussed the var-
ious programs they offer and the different options for 
being a volunteer.  Jennifer Berbas, Vice President of 
HPNA, has been a volunteer for seven years.  APIE 
has programs in math, college readiness, reading, 
literature, and computers.  School-based mentor-
ing is also available.  For more information, log on to 
<www.austinpartners.org> or refer to the article by 
Jennifer in the September issue of the Pecan Press.

Sergeant Dustin Lee with the Austin Police 
Department introduced himself. He is the new super-
visor of our District Representative Ricardo Vargas. 
Neighbors asked many questions regarding the re-
cent burglaries and tire slashings in the area.   Jenna 
Stephens, a new neighbor, mentioned that she is plan-
ning a neighborhood event to be held in October. 
(see announcement on page 7)  This event will allow 
neighbors to get to know each other better and help 
with crime watch in our area.   Carol Welder, Crime 
and Safety Chairman, reported that Neighborhood 
Watch signs arrived and are being installed around 
the neighborhood.

Elaine then discussed the need for cleaning up our 
alleys.  It is important to keep the alleys clear of limbs 
and brush so that the City of Austin will continue to 
pick up garbage in the alleys.  Members discussed 
various proposals for getting the alleys cleaned. Pro-
posals ranged from hiring a company to handle the 
cleaning to having a clean-up organized by neighbors. 

September Meeting Minutes...
         …cont’d from page 1

Continued on following page 
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Steve Vinklarek, Agent
3700 N IH 35
Austin, TX 78705-1802
Bus: 512-452-0214
www.steveinsures.com

on 43d, and end up at Fire Station #9.  When you see 
the tents east of the fire station, you’ll know you’re at 
the right place.  There you will find food, music, fam-
ily friendly entertainment, tours of the fire station, 
information booths, and prizes for costumes and dec-
orations in children, adult, and pet categories.

Be sure to bring a small amount of cash with you, 
since there will be HPNA membership renewals and 
fundraising activities from various neighborhood 
groups.  

Rain or shine, a great time will be had by all.  Join 
in to Keep Hyde Park Weird!
The Basics:

What:  HPNA’s 33rd Annual Fire Station Festival 
When:  Sunday, October 21, 4-6 p.m.

Where:  Shipe Park (44th and Ave F) to Austin Fire 
Station #9 (43rd and Speedway)  

Why:  The Fire Station represents the spirit of 
Hyde Park and the founding of HPNA, when  neigh-
bors banded together to save it. 

Why now:  We need a party to remember why we 
love Hyde Park. 

Contact:  Me, for more information

— Carolyn Grimes, 
Chair, 2007 Hyde Park Fire Station Festival, 
<cgrimes2@austin.rr.com>  426-3559

Fire Station Fest...
         …cont’d from page 1

— Pam Whittington HPNA Co-Secretary
<pamw46@yahoo.com>
452-9776

No action was taken. (See related update in this is-
sue...)

Carolyn Grimes is organizing the Fire Station Fes-
tival to be held on Sunday, October 21, from 4:00 to 
6:00 p.m.  There will be food, entertainment, door 
prizes, and the annual parade.  Carolyn asked for vol-
unteers to help make the event a success.

Lastly, Elaine reported the Steering Committee 
recommended that HPNA dues be increased from $1 
per year to $5 per year. Senior citizens would contin-
ue to pay $1.  This matter will be discussed further at 
the October HPNA meeting.  She also noted that all 
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Hyde Park Presbyterian Church
3913 Ave B 
459-7747

www.hydeparkpresbyterianaustin.org

Sunday Worship service 10:30 AM
Nursery Available

Crime Report
             by Carol Welder

— Carol Welder
459-6205
<cjwelder@msn.com>

The Neighborhood Watch Program is gaining mo-
mentum and now has over 30 Block Captains. As 

of this writing, there is a meeting planned on Septem-
ber 24th with APD and the Block Captains to review 
the responsibilities and brainstorm ways in which we 
can become more educated in crime prevention and 
awareness. New Neighborhood Watch signs have 
now been installed at over 10 locations around Hyde 
Park.

At the HPNA September meeting, Sgt. Lee spoke 
regarding citywide criminal activity and told us that 
crime is on the increase all over Austin. APD is asking 
for our help by reporting any suspicious activity. The 
recent tire slashings gained media attention after the 
police department issued a press release asking for 
help in identifying suspects. Hopefully, this will result 
in arrests. As a reminder, if you are not on the neigh-
borhood yahoo email list, you should sign up.

The alleyways were another topic of discussion. 
Many have become overgrown, which may risk the 
loss of garbage pickup if there is not enough clear-
ance for trucks to pass. It is a code violation to have 
tree limbs blocking the right of way, so we are ask-
ing neighbors to trim back their trees and shrubs. One 
neighbor reported having seen old sofas and   chairs 
in some of the alleyways, which may invite the home-
less or vagrants to sit or sleep. I was asked to check 
into having them removed. Cleaning up the neighbor-
hood helps prevent crime, and we can all contribute 
by picking up trash, making our homes secure, and 
calling 311 to report graffi ti or any code violations that 
you may see. 

Lastly, I just got word that Offi cer Rick Vargas will 
no longer be Hyde Park’s District Representative. He 
will be bringing his replacement along to the Septem-
ber 24th meeting, but I would like to thank Offi cer 
Vargas for all of his efforts in working with our neigh-
borhood. He has been very responsive to our concerns 
and will be missed. I will give you our new represen-
tative’s name and contact information as soon as I get 
it.

HYDE PARKHYDE PARKHYDE PARK
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Core Curriculum
includes Latin�

Community Involvement�
& Fundamentals of Art

Alumni attending:
CA College of Arts

Evergreen University
Guilford College

Safe Streets 
Crime Prevention Party
Come get to know your neighbors, have fun and 

help make Hyde Park a safer place to live.

The Parlor • 4301b Guadalupe
6pm-8pm • Monday, October 15

• ADT- 15% off installation & 2 months FREE service
• Austin Police Department- Sign up for a FREE Home 
Security Inspection
• Ekert Insurance Group, Inc. - discounts on 
homeowners and renters insurance.
• HP Neighborhood Watch Team - Sign up for the 
Neighborhood Watch

STUDENT RENTERS Did you know that you can get renters 
insurance for about $7 a month?  This covers your laptop, books, 

iPod and other valuables if they are stolen out of your car!!

For more information:  Jenna Stephens 
<jenna_stephens@yahoo.com>

Office: 512-487-5152  Cell:  425-478-4416
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Keep Hyde Park Weird
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Working Hands 
Construction

Minor to Moderate Repairs and Remodeling
Decks, Fences and Custom Woodwork

Pain-in-the-Neck Problems Solved
Friendly, Affordable, Hyde Park Based

Call Matthew Young 419-7650

Alley Cats’ Volunteer Efforts Bear Fruit: 
City to Assume Ongoing 
Responsibility for Alley 
Trimming & Maintenance

The issue of maintaining vegetation in our 
alleys has long been a bone of contention 

between Hyde Park and City Hall. Several 
times in the past, Hyde Park Neighborhood 
Association’s volunteer “Alley Cats” have 
mobilized the neighborhood to clean and trim 
the alleys, in an effort to ensure continuation 
of alley-based waste collection services. 

Last month, in a historic reversal of policy, the 
City of Austin agreed to begin maintaining our alley-
ways with city crews to keep them clear for garbage 
trucks to continue alley collection.

This year’s heavy rains resulted in unprecedented 
growth of trees and bushes along the alleys, creat-
ing serious safety hazards for waste collection crews. 
City Solid Waste Services Director William Rhodes 
met with HPNA President Elaine Meenehan and Tree 
Preservation Chair John Paul Moore on Friday, Sep-
tember 14, to reveal the new policy.

Beginning immediately, city Public Works Depart-
ment crews will clear vegetation adjoining alleys on 
an ongoing basis. In situations where limbs of trees on 
private property continue to pose hazards, property 
owners will be notified by the city’s Code Enforce-
ment department of their responsibility to remove 
these limbs.

In future years, Rhodes intends to request funding 
in the city budget for permanent crews within the Sol-
id Waste Services Department to perform this work.

HPNA President Meenehan praised the city’s new 
policy and thanked Rhodes for taking this initiative.

“As with most of the accomplishments of our 
association, it is clear that this change came about 
because of heroic past efforts by neighbors in preserv-
ing our historic neighborhood, including our unique 
shaded, walkable alleyways,” she said.

Tree Preservation Chair Moore pointed out that 
while this new policy will change city practices nearer 
ground level, the moratorium on Austin Energy line 
clearance tree trimming remains in effect, pending 
permanent revisions of city tree trimming policy and 
the completion of a tree trimming policy amendment 
to the Hyde Park Neighborhood Plan, now before the 
planning team.

However, Moore pointed out, because of this 
year’s heavy tree growth and especially heavy pe-
can crop weighing many branches, property owners 

Continued on page 10
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Pecan Press is on-line at
<www.austinhydepark.org>
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EarthArt has moved from 
the little orange house at 7th

and Lamar to 211 North 
Loop, next to Epoch 

New Hours: 
Sunday 10-4, Mon-Sat 10-7 

The Beauty of Nature, The Artistry of Generations
Jewelry & Handicrafts from the Global Community 

Austin
211 North Loop(53rd) 

Tel: 512.693.9400 

Bryan
209 South Main Street 

Tel: 979.779.8208 
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should not hesitate to call on Austin Energy to trim 
trees that pose obvious hazards to utility lines.

“We sought the moratorium when Austin Energy 
was proposing to conduct what amounted to clearcut-
ting its rights of way, needlessly removing too many 
of our mature  shade trees. Today, Austin Energy has 
new, more logical practices and, more important, a 
new attitude valuing our shade trees. Recently they 
have sent us their very best people, who have been 
extremely cooperative in minimizing the foliage they 
remove while still meeting their service and safety 
goals,” Moore said.

Moore pointed out that many trees can both pro-
tect and sometimes threaten both their owners’ homes 
and those of their neighbors. 

“The City of Austin has come to realize our ma-
ture shade canopy is a shared community asset and 
we need to work together as good neighbors to do 
our part in safely maintaining and renewing this re-
source.”

City Alley Maintenance...
       …cont’d from page 8

Developer of State Land 
Seeks HPNA Input
The Texas Parks and Wildlife Property just 

north and west of Hyde Park is being sold 
to a private developer. 

The HPNA Development Review Committee met 
briefl y with Manish Verma and Sarah Anderson, rep-
resentatives of Commercial Investment Services, Inc. 
(CIS), a development company based in San Antonio 
on August 16 at their request to begin discussing the 
new development. CIS is looking to build a residential 
development adjacent to the Hyde Park Neighbor-
hood on the site that is currently the Texas Park and 
Wildlife Gaming Center (located next to the UT In-
tramural Fields, on the south side of 51st Street, one 
block west of Rowena Avenue). The proposed devel-
opment is in the beginning stages and it is anticipated 
that 90 to 120 units will be built on the 6+ acre site. 
Mr. Verma is interested in soliciting community input 
regarding the project at a public meeting to be held 
on Tuesday, Oct. 16 at 6 p.m.,at the Trinity United 
Methodist Church at 600 E. 50th St., one block east of 
Duval. It is expected that the project will be brought 
before the HPNA general membership for consider-
ation as early as the November 5 meeting.

— Karen McGraw


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The Adams House is for Sale

LIN TEAM, OLD AUSTIN REALTOR®

THE KINNEY COMPANY

Real Estate Services

You may have stayed at the Adams 
House for bed and breakfast, but 

now you can make it your home, 
because it is available for sale. Built 
in 1911, the Adams House received a 
Heritage Society award for its complete 
renovation in 1997. Original details 
combine with up to date kitchen 
and 5.5 baths.  It has five bedrooms, 
including  master suites upstairs 
and down, three living rooms, and 
a guest cottage.  Located at 4300 
Avenue G in the Hyde Park National 
Register District, a pleasant walkable 
neighborhood in Central Austin. 
Offered for $999,000.  Call 512-472-
1930 or email lteam@austin.rr.com for 
a private showing.  Virtual Tour at 
www.The Kinney company.com.
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Vino Vino obtained the last of the official endorse-
ments it needed when the City Council voted 7-0 to 
allow Vino Vino’s customers to park at the Midas 
Muffler lot at the corner of 40th Street and Guadal-
upe, some 600 feet south of Vino Vino. 

Vino Vino’s attempt to become a full-fledged res-
taurant has centered on its ability to supply adequate 
parking for its customers. A number of Hyde Park 
residents who have been keeping tabs on the Vino 
Vino issue believe that the squabble has more to do 
with the rancor that competing businesses can some-
times inspire in one another than it does the number 
of parking spaces a business is required to provide, 
but as far as city regulations are concerned, a business 
that has 3,174 square feet, as Vino Vino does, must 
provide 24 spaces for its customers.

At the monthly neighborhood meeting in Febru-
ary, Hyde Park Neighborhood Association members 
voted 55 to 15 in favor of endorsing Vino Vino’s 
attempt to find off-site parking for its customers. (Mc-
Graw has said that she was not allowed to speak at 
that meeting.) Vino Vino owners had met with the 
management of Midas Muffler and agreed to pay Mi-
das for allowing Vino Vino customers to park there 
after 6pm. The city’s Planning Commission has to ap-
prove a business’s off-site parking plans, however, 
and when Vino Vino’s attempt at a parking solution 
came before the Commission in July, McGraw was 
there to express her concerns. Vino Vino rented a bus 
to cart its supporters to City Hall for the hearing.

McGraw has stressed all along that she is not out 
to kill a neighboring business. “I would love to have a 
lovely little wine bar” in the neighborhood, she said, 
as she addressed the Commission but appeared to be 
speaking to Thad Avery in particular: “But why did 
you … especially someone who owns several prop-
erties — why have you put it in this building that 
has no [parking] space at all?” Avery is a residential 
and commercial investor who owns the building that 
houses Vino Vino, Hyde Park Gym, two houses on 
the west side of the 4100 block of Avenue A, and the 
red-brick office building in the 4300 block of Guada-
lupe, among other properties in Austin. “I fear that 
what we’re going to end up having to choose between 
is a neighborhood full of cars or destroying hous-
es on Avenue A” to create more parking spaces for 
new businesses along Guadalupe, McGraw said at the 
meeting. 

The Planning Commission voted 6-0 in favor of 
allowing Vino Vino’s customers to park at the Mi-
das lot. Citizens of Austin are allowed to appeal a 
commission’s decision, which McGraw did; and on 
August 30th, the City Council members listened to 

Continued on page 14

Vino Vino Resolving...
         …cont’d from page 3
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her reasons for not allowing Vino Vino’s customers 
to park at the Midas lot, and to Vino Vino’s support-
ers articulating why they should. McGraw’s husband 
Alan Marburger spoke in support of McGraw’s ap-
peal of the Planning Commission’s decision, and 
four more Hyde Park residents showed up at Coun-
cil chambers in support of McGraw but ceded their 
speaking time to her so that she would have more 
speaking time before the Council to defend her ap-
peal. Approximately 20 to 25 Vino Vino supporters 
showed up.

After stressing that new businesses are good for 
a neighborhood, and that she did not want to kill a 
neighboring business, McGraw reiterated her argu-
ment that “the parking is inadequate for a wine bar,” 
explaining that Vino Vino customers had filled up the 
parking spaces at the Hyde Park Marketplace during 
the wine bar’s wine tastings. A number of Vino Vino 
supporters spoke about their pleasure at having a 
neighborhood wine bar. The City Council voted 7-0 to 
allow Vino Vino’s customers to park in the Midas lot. 

After the Council’s decision, McGraw observed, “I 
guess we could go to court, but I don’t think we’re go-
ing to.” Dealing with Vino Vino customers who park 
in her tenants’ parking spaces has been a hassle. “We 

Vino Vino Resolving...
         …cont’d from page 12

Continued on page 18
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Local Historic District Committee Seeks Volunteers

Dear Hyde Park Residents,

 I have agreed to head up a committee now being formed to 
make Hyde Park a Local Historic District. (LHD) As many of 
you know, this is a significant process that requires input from 
residents of Hyde Park coordinated with City and neighborhood 
design requirements. Our goal is to create a document that 
incorporates modern building techniques, including green building 
as a significant concern, with authentic period guidelines and 
interpretations. We hope to develop a document that can serve as 
a concise yet comprehensive outline for what we in Hyde Park 
agree should serve as baseline minimum requirement for building 
and remodeling.  As you know, we need a significant majority of 
residents in Hyde Park to proactively communicate with the city 
their desire to support us as an autonomous entity. To do this will 
require that some of the more “hardline” ideas that HPLHD has 
promoted in the past, be tempered and softened. The compromises 
that this committee will need to make will likely spur heated 
debates and discussions. My personal goal in this process, other 
than to help us gain the status we seek via intelligent consensus 
building, is to have us view our guidelines as dynamic and flexible 
as the building industry matures and as we learn from what 
inevitable mistakes we’ll make in our early drafts.  Intelligent 
consensus building means that I would like a diverse group of 
individuals to become an integral part of the process and help bring 
the LHD status to fruition. 

Among the types of volunteer expertise and perspectives we’re 
seeking are the following: 

1. Architects, architectural students, city planning professionals and 
students

2. Structural Engineers
3. Interior Designers
4. Builders
5. Tradespeople/contractors
6. Landscapers
7. City-savvy interested parties
8. Historians
9. Long-time Hyde Park residents
10. Hyde Park landlords
11. Hyde Park tenants
12. Attorneys, tax attorneys, accountants, business people of any kind 
13. Any other interested parties with a strong commitment to making Hyde 

Park the quintessential historic neighborhood in Austin that paves the 
way for other historic neighborhoods to ensure their own preservation. 

Please email me and let me know if you’re interested in joining the 
group. I foresee a few early longer meetings, perhaps even twice a 
week for a couple of weeks. Then once the tasks have been outlined, 
we can divide and conquer in a reasonable time period without 
excessive burden to any of us. 

Sincerely, 

— Michelle Paris-White
512-913-9053

Letters Dept.
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KELLY W. KEITH, D.D.S.
GENERAL & COSMETIC DENTISTRY

NEW PATIENT SPECIAL 
CLEANING / EXAM / X-RAYS - $90

FRIENDLY, PROFESSIONAL STAFF CREATIVE FINANCIAL OPTIONS
SEDATION DENTISTRY AVAILABLE RESTORATIVE & COSMETIC SERVICES
EMERGENCIES WELCOME IMPLANT CROWNS & DENTURES

3800 SPEEDWAY 452-6405 www.KellyKeithdds.com

expires 12/31/2007
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already have people who park there whom we don’t 
tow, but if it gets worse, good chance we’ll have to 
do some kind of towing and we just don’t want to do 
that,” she said. “But we have tenants and they need 
parking, and so they call us and say ‘Help!’, so it puts 
us in a diffi cult situation. I hope they can really do 
what they say and try to get legal and try to control 
their traffi c. I think that would be really good if they 
could do it.”

Vino Vino building owner Avery says that the 
Council’s decision “says to us that the city of Austin 
supports creative solutions to parking issues.”

As Vino Vino owner Jeff Courington put it, “We 
just want a chance to be the good neighbors we have 
always tried to be.”

— Clay Smith

Vino Vino Resolving...
       …cont’d from page 14

Hyde Park Poets

Condition
I continue in place.
The autumn grows.
The days go down beneath
my measured tread.
Some days I question everything.
Some days I’m silent
not a leaf stirs when I pass.
I could be stone.
I think as a stone
and there is that in me
that asks for nothing.
My days pile up
like stones in a fi eld.
I make no effort to arrange them.
The seasons and the elements
will shape them in their time.
Meanwhile,
I continue in place,
dreaming my stone dreams.
The autumn grows.
Nights, the wind
moves through the darkness
like a living shadow.

—  Albert Huffstickler
Mark Strub knows that after
just one meeting you won’t
want to buy or sell with any
other REALTOR in town...

Prove him wrong and he’ll
BUY YOU DINNER FOR 2!

Call for full details of offeCall for full details of offer.
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