
 Distribution of Cookies 
  Naughty, or Nice? Survey Results
  North Pole NCCD update
  Status report on Vino Vino eggnog 

permit application
  HPNA/HPBC Debate: 

“Rudolph: Hero, or Drunkard?”
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When:
Sunday, Dec 18
5:00 to 7:30 pm

Where:
Woodburn House 
B&B 4401 Ave. D

PartyPartyPartyParty
When:

Where:

When:

“The Meeting is the Party, and 
the Party is the Meeting:”
Happy Holidays!
Hyde Park’s annual Holiday/Christmas party will be 

held Sunday, December 18, from 5 to 7:30 p.m. at the 
Woodburn House Bed & Breakfast, 4401 Avenue D.

Neighbors are invited to share 
the holiday spirit with their fellow 
neighbors and enjoy a light sup-
per, drinks and sweets. The new 
owners of the Woodburn House, 
Kristen and Noel De La Rosa, 
will be on hand to meet their new 
neighbors. 

This year’s festivities promise 
to surpass last year’s fi ne party. Al-
though fi ne dining will be catered 
by New World Deli, there is a con-
tinuing need for Christmas cookies 
and other deserts. If you can con-
tribute something, please contact 
Deaton Bednar, 371-3762.

Children’s activities will 
be offered on the large wrap-
around front porch of the house. 
If you have ideas to contrib-
ute to children’s activities, 
please contact Chris Berry at 
cmcb@grandecom.net. An invi-
tation to Santa Claus has been 
emailed, but the North Pole server 
was down due to se-
vere weather. At press 
time we still have not 
had a reply. 

November 
Meeting Minutes
An extraordinarily large crowd 

of almost 70 people attend-
ed the monthly HPNA meeting on 
November 7th. Held, as usual, at 
the Hyde Park Methodist Church, 
the meeting featured a continua-
tion of the spirited and sometimes 
contentious discussion concerning 
the zoning variance request for the 
proposed Vino Vino wine bar at 
4119 Guadalupe.

President John Kerr called the 
meeting to order at 7:13 PM.

Kitty Clark circulated petitions 
to get Herb Evans onto the ballot for 
Justice of the Peace Precinct 5 and 
Ted Orcutt of Houston onto the bal-
lot for Congressman in District 10, 
which includes part of Hyde Park, 
in the March 2006 primary elections; 
and requested that association mem-
bers sign to allow Herb and Ted to be 
on the ballot in March.

Then Austin City Council mem-
ber Brewster McCracken presented 
a new initiative sponsored by the 
City of Austin for the Plug-In Hybrid 
Electric Vehicle (PHEV) municipal 
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Hyde Park Neighborhood Association
P. O Box 49427 • Austin, TX 78765

http://www.austinhydepark.org

— HPNA Officers —
President • John Kerr • jfkerr@yahoo.com .......................... 451-3931
Vice Presidents  • Denise Girard, • girard.d@att.net ............ 454-6584
      • Elaine Meenahan • elainemeenehan@austin.rr.com ..... 323-9772   
Secretary • Sam Waring • 4610 Ave H.................................. 453-0730
Treasurer • Carmin Way • carmin.way@photomask.com.... 310-6594
                        PO Box 49427, Austin, TX 78765
Treasurer Emerita • Josephine Casey

HPNA Committee/Task Forces (w/chairs)
AISD • Ann S. Graham, 3815 Ave H.............................................458-8096
Alley Coordinator • J.P. Young, jpyoung@io.com ......................450-0707
Beautification • Margot Thomas, 4106 Ave. F .............................454-7284
                         • Merle Franke, 4102 Ave. D ................................452-0414
Children’s Programs • ................................................... Volunteer needed
Church/Neighborhood Liaison • Niyata Spelman, 3802 Ave. F. 459-8349
Communications/Web • Robin Silberling, robin@wcook.org ....452-1783
Crime and Safety Chairman • Hermelinda Zamarripa ...............974-9097
Development Review • Stan Kozinsky, 4604 Ave. G ...................451-4455
Graffiti Patrol • E. Meenehan elainemeenehan@austin.rr.com ...323-9772 
Homes Tour • Alan Marburger, alan@mcgrawmarurger.com ......459-2261
Membership • Doris Coward dcoward@mail.utexas.edu ............453-2476
Neighborhood Planning • Karen McGraw, 4315 Ave. C ............459-2261
Shipe Park • Joe Jernejcic.............................................................302-4074
Sidewalks • Jamie Caras jcaras@sciencetechnologies.com..........323-6565
Sidewalks • Rob Clinchard...........................................................................
38th Street Taskforce ..................................................... Volunteer needed
Triangle Development • Cathy Echols, 4002 Ave. C ...................206-0729
Zoning • Dorothy Richter, 3901 Ave. G........................................452-5117
Austin Neighborhoods Council Rep. ............................ Volunteer needed

Pecan Press
The Pecan Press is published monthly

by the Hyde Park Neighborhood Association in Austin, Texas.
Editor

Grant Thomas 450-0464 <hgthomas@youthlaunch.org>
Associate Editor

Sarah Sitton 459-4530 207 E. 39th St.
Poetry Editor

Nancy Taylor Day 892-0127 <Nancy@ciphersbyritter.com> 
4001 Duval (Salon) 78751

Crime & Safety Chairman 
Volunteer Needed

Advertising Director
Carmin Way 310-6594 <carmin.way@photomask.com> 

P.O. Box 49427, Austin, TX 78765
Production Manager

Robert M. Farr 731-0617 <bobfarr@austin.rr.com>
Mail Ads to:

Print Deluxe
7500 Chelmsford Dr. Austin,TX 78736

Note: Each month’s ad and editorial deadline is 
the 15th of month preceding publication.

Distribution Coordinator
Herb Dickson - 400 Towne Park Trail • 206-4426

Area Coordinators
North of 45th/West of Duval • Pam Dozler ........................ 458-8927
North of 45th/East of Duval • Sarah Heather ..................... 452-8486
South of 45th/West of Speedway • Robert Morris ............ 371-7246
South of 45th/East of Speedway • Martha Campbell ......... 452-2815

Contributors
Glen Alyn, Candy Gray Becker, Cynthia Beeman, Laurence Becker, Mary 
Collins Blackmon, George Bristol, Chris Brown, Sharon Brown, Lewis 
Brownlow, Kathryn Bryn, Mark Burkhardt, Amon Burton, Martha 
Campbell, Mike Capochiano, Inga Marie Carmel, Josephine Casey, 
Nicole Caspers, Kitty Clark, Carol Cohen Burton, William Cook, Susan 
Crites Krumm, Celeste Cromack, Rob D’Amico, Herb Dickson, Avis 
Davis, Don Davis, Barbara Daywood, Lynn Denton, Pam Dozler, Russell 
Duke, Cathy Echols, Merle Franke, Gregory Free, Larry Freilich, Robert 
Garrett, Eugene George, Mary Carolyn George, Larry Gilg, Susan Gilg, 
Ann S. Graham, Carolyn E. Grimes, Rachel Hector, Ben Heimsath, Sandi 
Heimsath, Susan Holman, Albert Huffstickler, John Kerr, Susan Kerr, Bo 
Kersey, Susan Kirk, Anna Kotecki, Mary Lehmann, Dennis Lensing, Karen 
McGraw, Sharon Majors, Alan Marburger, Peter Maxson, Brook Meggs, 
Elaine Meenehan, Fred Meredith, Susan Moffat, Jack Nokes, Jill Nokes, 
Wanda Penn, Cecil Pennington, Peter Pfeiffer, Dorothy Richter, Walter 
Richter Sheree Scarborough, Cathy Short, Sarah Sitton, Thad Sitton, Julie 
Strong, Kathleen Strong, Lao Tzu, Jennifer Vickers, Katie Vignery,Sandra 
Villalaz-Dickson, Lorre Weidlich, Joe Wiseman.

From the President’s Desk:

Continued on following page 

But there is a low-tech way to 
catch the energy-efficient wave: 
use a standard transmission. It’s 
called standard because for many 
decades, that was all, or almost 
all, there was. How much better 
mileage you get depends on many 
factors, but you will always save 
gas over an automatic (though not 
necessarily over the Prius’s Contin-
uously Variable Transmission).

That would be reason enough 
to make the small investment in 
learning how to master the art of 
shifting gears. But the reasons are 
manifold, beginning with the emo-
tional. I had driven an automatic 
for many years when my wife and 
I went car shopping. She asked to 
test drive a car which she liked be-
cause it was red. It was a two-door 
and a standard, neither of which I 
wanted. But to humor her we took 
it for a spin. Whoa! Whereas previ-
ous 4-cylinider models crawled up 
freeway ramps, suddenly I found 
the car accelerating all the way. 
Shifting the gears, taking control 
of the driving again, watching the 
tachometer edge toward the red -- 
all had the effect of an IV injection 
of about 350cc of pharmaceuti-
cal grade testosterone. It all came 
surging back, the feelings of my 
youth: barreling around the free-
ways of Houston and San Antonio 
in a cream yellow VW bug with a 
sunroof, while my date’s perfume 
and hair filled the air. Wow, what 
a rush.

A standard transmission allows 
you to really drive a car, not just 
steer it. Let’s face it, driving an au-
tomatic is not much different than 
driving a golf cart. Standards are 

for the real enthusiast. A few sum-
mers ago I found myself on a tour 
of the BMW factory in Munich. Af-
ter being shown some of the hotter 
models, I asked the guide what 
percentage came with automat-
ic transmission. “Almost none,” 
he sniffed. He was right to be dis-
dainful. With so much power and 
handling at your disposal, why 
waste it with an automatic? To use 
a metaphor from my salad days, 
albeit for a different circumstance, 
it would be like taking a shower in 
a raincoat.

In America, however, stan-
dards are one of your best 
guarantees against theft. So few 
people want them, why bother 
stealing them? Several years back 
the papers ran a story of a man 
who approached a woman as she 
exited her car in a mall parking lot. 

Shifting Gears
At our November meeting, City Councilman Brewster McCracken touted a new city 

energy program involving “plug-in hybrid” cars. It was easy to assent to an automobile 
which recharges from your wall socket, renders the equivalent of 55 cents per gallon gasoline, 
and actually lets you power your car with wind energy. Unfortunately, plug-in hybrids are 
not on the market yet. And even for proven hybrids such as Toyota’s excellent Prius, you have 
to get on a waiting list.
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Send in your articles, letters, and photos (but not your 
poetry*) by the 15th of each month to:

     Editor, Pecan Press
     4106 Avenue F
     Austin, TX 78751
     <hgthomas@youthlaunch.org>

*Send your poems to: 
      Nancy Taylor Day
      4001 Duval
      Austin 78751
      <Nancy@ciphersbyritter.com>

We Welcome Your Submissions to Pecan Press

Note: The Pecan Press will not publish unsigned/unattributed poetry. All poems (even if written under a pen 
name) must carry a name and address or phone number for identification and verification purposes.

Please enclose a self-addressed, 
stamped envelope for return of your 
materials.
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—  John Kerr
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Notice to Advertisers:
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Carmin Way <carmin.way@photomask.com>
PO Box 49427, Austin, TX 78765
(512) 310-6594

Send camera-ready artwork to HPNA 
Newsletter Production Manager:

Robert Farr <bobfarr@austin.rr.com>
7500 Chelmsford Dr., Austin, TX 78736
(512) 731-0617
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www.austinhydepark.org/newsletter_adv.htm

He put an automatic pistol to her 
head and demanded, “One ques-
tion: standard or automatic?”

But standards go far beyond 
personal security to national se-
curity and national pride. Short of 
devastating attacks on pipelines 
and tankers, it is hard to imagine a 
scenario that would cause greater 
heartburn across OPEC land than 
the discovery that Americans were 
joining their European cousins in 
a decided preference for manual 
transmissions. In Europe’s old me-
dieval cities, so cramped for space, 
cars have to be much smaller just 
to fit. Automatic transmissions just 
aren’t practical with those small-
er engines, so virtually everyone 
drives a standard. Americans who 
demand an automatic transmission 
in their rental cars pay through the 
nose. The French already hold us 
in enough contempt without the 
added disgrace of us admitting we 
can’t drive simple, ordinary car.

After my test drive I knew I 
had to go back to the old way. A 
dealer advised me that a standard 
transmission Camry was as rare 
as hen’s teeth, so if I found one 
I better get it quick. As it turned 
out, the one I found was twice-
owned. For another thing, it was 
green. Does anyone, in their heart 
of hearts, lust after a green car? A 
bad tint job meant that if one car 
was driving behind me at night 
it looked like I was be-
ing followed by 14. The 
headliner was so loose 
it rested on my head as I 
drove. As a final indigni-
ty, some lower life form 
had keyed the entire 
length of the passenger 
side. But all this paled 
into insignificance beside 

the five smooth-shifting forward gears by 
my side. It remains the best car I’ve ever 
owned, and is especially admirable in the 
fuel consumption department, no small 
matter these days.

So while you’re waiting for your 
plug-in hybrid, consider a little automo-
tive regression. Your car will be much 
less likely to be taken without your con-
sent, your country will be more secure, 
and you’ll have to start figuring out what 
to do with all the extra cash. But the main 
thing is the emotional impact. If you’re 
feeling a little run down, take a standard 
out for a test drive and watch the glories 
of your adolescence coming roaring back: 
the insouciance, the joie de vivre, the feel-
ings of invulnerability; all of it, really, 
except the angst and the zits.
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November Meeting Minutes…  
        …cont’d from page 1
initiative plan. The City, in cooperation with other cit-
ies and counties around the country, is petitioning auto 
manufacturers to bring their plug-in hybrid vehicle tech-
nology, which is developed but sitting on the shelf for 
perceived lack of demand, to market. The governmen-
tal initiative wants to present the manufacturers with 
enough guaranteed pre-orders to demonstrate that a 
plug-in hybrid vehicle is commercially viable. Austin En-
ergy has dedicated $1,000,000 to a pilot rebate program 
in this regard. Councilmember McCracken pointed out 
that at current prices, fuel costs for electricity generated 
by natural gas-fired plants this winter will cost ten cents a 
kilowatt hour (kWh), wind power will cost four cents per 
kWh, coal a penny per kWh, and nuclear a half cent per 
kWh. Coal-fueled electricity costs may rise sharply in the 
near future as stricter emission controls make it more ex-
pensive to run coal-burning generating plants. Buoyed by 
McCracken’s presentation, a number of neighbors eagerly 
signed the petition that was passed around.

President John Kerr announced that he had been in 
informal talks with the Austin State Hospital regarding 
the parking situation for the proposed wine bar at 4119 
Guadalupe, and that the hospital had expressed some in-
terest in a proposal to allow use of some of their parking 
during off hours in exchange for a donation from the as-
sociation to repair the hospital’s boundary fence.

Continued on page 6
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Jim-Dandy Service

763-1007

ALL TYPES OF REPAIR
Free Estimates        Senior Citizen Discounts
DEPENDABLE • FAST • GUARANTEED

"More than just handy"

Jim Cardwell Master
Jim-Dandy, Inc. Handyman

NO JOB TOO SMALL!

Kitchen and Bath Upgrade!
Yard Projects    Appliance Repair

Drain and Sewer Cleaning
Plumbing and Electrical

Remodeling   Roof Repair
Power Washing   Painting, etc.
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Core Curriculum
includes Latin�

Community Involvement�
& Fundamentals of Art

Alumni attending:
CA College of Arts

Evergreen University
Guilford College

the soup peddler��

Food&WineMagazine
networkfood

Food&WineMagazine

ChristianScienceMonitor

AustinAmerican-Statesman

...No More Waiting List

Free Delivery in
Hyde Park...

enter
coupon code
"HYDE1105"

for $5 off $25 order

souppeddler.comorder at...

The pastor of the Community Church of God at 42nd 
and Avenue D announced that the church is considering 
whether to launch a not-for-profi t coffeehouse one or two 
nights a week at the church property. He said the con-
gregation envisioned it as an outreach-related ministry, 
operating one or two nights a week and featuring acous-
tic music and art exhibits. The coffeehouse is tentatively 
scheduled to launch in February. Questions were raised 
concerning whether the church property could be used 
for this purpose. The church has not investigated whether 
this would be in violation of existing zoning and land use 
regulations. They will investigate the question and come 
back to the association at a later date.

The remainder of the meeting was taken up with the 
zoning request for parking variance at 4119 Guadalupe 
for the proposed Vino Vino wine bar.

A debate broke out over who was allowed to vote 
on issues brought up at the meeting. While some pres-
ent favored eliminating any franchise qualifi cation, others 
pointed out that the by-laws clearly stated a voting mem-
ber must have been a member of the association for one 
month before being allowed to vote. A question of inter-
pretation on whether the required month’s membership 
must be within twelve contiguous months prior to the 
meeting was not resolved.

Moved Pam Whittington, seconded V.R. Whittington, 

November Meeting Minutes…  
       …cont’d from page 4

Continued on following page 
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Health Care When You Need It! 
Call (512) 377-3400 
No Appointment Required 
Saturday Hours Available 
No Insurance, No Problem 
Most Major Insurance Plans Accepted 

www.MunozFamilyHealthClinic.com

 

Abilio Muñoz, M.D. 
Board Certified, Family Practice 

2115 Northland Drive 
Austin, TX 78756 

Conveniently 
located in 

Central Austin

to reconsider the previous support of the zoning variance 
request. The motion passed with 38 ayes and 1 nay, with 
the remainder abstaining.

Moved Susan Moffat, seconded Debbie Volker, that 
the association take no position on the variance request. 
Susan said the variance issue was not an issue in which 
the association should be embroiled, and it should be 
left to the City’s Board of Adjustment to find the facts 
and act accordingly. Dorothy Richter re-stated the find-
ings-of-fact requirements for the Board of Adjustment to 
grant a variance: (1) the use is reasonable for the proper-
ty in question; (2) there is a hardship that is unique to this 
property and not general to the area; (3) the variance will 
not alter the character of the neighborhood; (4) the vari-
ance will not impair the use of adjoining properties. In 
addition, the following parking-related issues must be 
determined: (1) neither present nor future parking will re-
quire special traffic enforcement; (2) parking or unloading 
shall not impede the flow of traffic on the street; (3) the 
parking variance shall not create a safety hazard; and (4) 
the variance will run concurrent with the use, not concur-
rent with the site.

Dorothy gave the opinion that the association’s ap-
proval or opposition should not matter to the Board of 
Adjustment, since the questions involved are of fact, but 
property owner Thad Avery countered that the Board 
does, nonetheless, take account of neighborhood asso-
ciations’ feeling in these cases. The motion to take no 
position failed, 22 nays to 20 ayes.

Continued on page 8
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Above the Rest
Carpet & Cleaning Service

Have your carpet professionally cleaned for 

$25 per room with this coupon.  Normally $39.95.

— Expires December 31, 2005 —
References available upon request.

Residential and commercial.

Call 506-1119 for a free estimate.

Then moved John Moore, seconded Nick van Bavel, to 
oppose the variance. Karen McGraw stated that according 
to the actual variance document fi led with the City, Mr. Av-
ery asked for a variance from 34 parking spaces to zero, not 
24 to zero as previously stated. The motion to oppose the 
variance failed, 25 nays to 21 ayes.

Then moved Thad Avery, seconded by several neigh-
bors, to support the variance. The question was raised 
whether the variance includes upgrading the graveled va-
cant lot to meet the City’s current standard for parking lots. 
Alan Marburger pointed out that negotiations have been 
continuing for a long time with both the City and the State 
to reinstate street parking in this area, and if the associa-
tion voted to support the variance, both the City and State 
would withdraw from negotiations and claim that no need 
to establish street parking exists, based on the variance 
being granted. Several persons called for Mr. Avery to sub-
stantiate his statement that a hardship exists. Mr. Avery’s 
response was that the hardship is that the building has no 
parking at all and that this is not true of some other com-
mercial properties in the area. Several residents of Avenue 
A stated their opposition to the variance, saying they will be 
pushed off the street where they live if the variance is grant-
ed. One Avenue A resident asserted that the application for 
variance fi led with the City contained errors of fact. The al-
leged errors were not enumerated during the meeting. Nick 
van Bavel called the question, opposed by Wanda Penn. The 
vote for cloture carried, 21 ayes to 16 nays. The motion to 
support the variance failed on a tie vote of 22 to 22.

Karen McGraw noted that all comments to the Board of 
Adjustment in this case, whether positive or negative, must 
be submitted in writing by November 8th. 

The meeting adjourned at 9:30 PM.

(Editor’s Note: Our thanks to Sam for his adroit summation of the goings-
on at the November meeting. The fact that all three motions related to 
the proposed winebar variance -- to take no position, to oppose it, and to 
support it -- failed by a close margin is an indication of the diffi culties 
neighbors experienced in addressing this issue. Thus we would like to 
commend participants in the debate for their spirited and concerned 
citizenship, and for managing to emerge from the debate with their 
senses of humor, and perspective, still relatively intact....) 

November Meeting Minutes…  
       …cont’d from page 7

—  Sam Waring
HPNA Secretary
4610 Ave. H
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Working Hands 
Construction

Minor to Moderate Repairs and Remodeling
Decks, Fences and Custom Woodwork

Pain-in-the-Neck Problems Solved
Friendly, Affordable, Hyde Park Based

Call Matthew Young 419-7650

HPNA To City:
Bond Election Recommendations

(Note: Karen McGraw presented the letter below to the City Bond 
Election Advisory Committee on November 14. This committee is making 
recommendations to the City Council regarding a bond package that will 
be subject to a May 2006 election. Jim Walker is a member of the Bond 
Election Advisory Committee who took it upon himself to encourage 
neighborhoods to participate in the bond package process. After 
presentations first from Ney supporter Mary Ellen Borgelt and also from 
Karen, the Facilities Committee of the BEAC decided to reconsider an 
earlier decision to drop the Elisabet Ney Museum from the bond package. 
Encouraging news, but this isn’t over yet. So, if neighbors want to 
comment further on this or other issues addressed below, go to the bond 
website where you can send whatever recommendations you may have: 
http://www.ci.austin.tx.us/budget/beacmail.htm .) 

Jim Walker
Bond Election Advisory Committee

Dear Mr. Walker,

Thank you for meeting with the Hyde Park Planning Team on 
October 17 to discuss the proposed bond election. Here are our 
comments on the following items that pertain to Hyde Park to be 
listed for possible inclusion:

1) Item 4 - Reconstruction of Fire station No. 9 - Hyde Park 
neighborhood of course wants to keep this fire station open and 
functioning well. This structure is historic and we are interested in 
the scope of this $2,000,000 project. We hope the City will include 
the neighborhood and Historic Landmark Commission in any 
proposed changes to this building.

2) Item 88- Elisabet Ney Museum - This nationally recognized 
historic site has received a $250,000 Federal “Save America’s 
Treasures” grant. The total estimated budget for the restoration 
is $1,000,000. The Ney Campaign Committee and museum have 
raised $325,000 of this amount, including the federal and state 
grants totaling $275,000 that need a 1:1 match. We recommend 
you include the full $500,000 requested in the Parks Dept. Needs 
Assessment to restore this important historic site.

3) Item 77 - Repair leaks, sandblast and repaint Shipe Pool, 
$612,500. This project is likely needed, as this pool is used at 
capacity for a very dense neighborhood. The amount seems high - is 
other work included?

Additional items that were not mentioned but are important to 
Hyde Park are as follows:

4) Additional Park Facilities are needed for the expanding 
population of this neighborhood. This is an action item in the HP 
Neighborhood Plan. The idea of closing the 4400 block of Avenue 
G to expand Shipe Park was discussed in our City-sponsored 
Neighborhood Planning process in 1999, but City staff felt the 
street should remain open. The idea has come up again recently 
since that block has been closed for many months for City road and 
utility staging. With the density and focus on bicycle and pedestrian 
traffic, we believe closing the street should be considered. Funds 
are currently included for reconstruction of several blocks of 
Avenue G including the 4400 block. We request that consideration 

Letters Dept.

Continued on page 10



Page 10 — December, 2005 — Pecan Press Pecan Press — December, 2005 — Page 11 

�����������������
����������������������������������������������������������� �����������
����������������������������������� ���� ���������� �����������������
������������������������������������������������

����������������������������������������������������������������

���������������������������

���������������
��������

�����������������
���������������

�������������
�����������������
���������������

�����������������
���������������
���������

��������������
���������������������

� ������������������������������������������

� � � � � � � � � � � � � � ���� ���������

������ ���������
�����������������
������������������

�������������������
������������������������
������������������
��������������

��������������������������� ���� � � �� �������� ������������

���������������������������� � �������� � �����������������

���������
�������
�

Letters Dept. cont’d
be made of redirecting those funds to park expansion.

5) Sidewalks - Our top priority is both sides of Guadalupe, 
Speedway, Duval, 45th, 38th and West 40th. Most have been almost 
completed. Lacking areas are 4400 Block of Speedway (west side) 
and 3800 Block of Speedway (west side has been damaged by use of 
adjacent lot for parking).

6) Flooding from Waller Creek north of Speedway from 
Intramural Fields is still a serious issue and an action item in the 
neighborhood plan recommends retention ponds upstream of the 
neighborhood along Waller Creek.

There are items in our Neighborhood Plan that are not specifically 
called out in bond listings. While these are possibly budget 
items rather than Bond Package items, it reminds us that the 
Neighborhood Plans also should have a place in budget planning.

7) Preserving historic structures, establishing local historic 
districts and implementing design review accounts for several 
planning action items (priorities 2, 3, 4 and others) in the Hyde 
Park Plan.

8) Guadalupe Corridor Planning is Hyde Park Priority number 8. 
The areas of Gaudalupe both north and south of Hyde Park, near UT 
(MLK to 29th) and the area near the Triangle (north of 45th) have 
been slated for improvement but no corridor planning has been 
done on the stretch from 29th to 45th. The blocks from 40th to 

Continued on page 12
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City Plumbing Company
35 YEARS EXPERIENCE
453-1115

Sewer and Water Heater Replacement
Slab Leaks • Gas Leaks

Sewer and Drain Cleaning Service
Repairs • Re-pipes • Remodels

ALL YOUR PLUMBING NEEDS
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43rd Streets abut the Hyde Park Historic District and the buildings 
- situated for pedestrian uses - should be protected and used for 
revitalization of the corridor. Businesses are now wanting to locate 
on Guadalupe and neighbors are wanting to see more commercial 
development. We need a parking and improvement plan very soon to 
enhance this important corridor and provide better transportation 
infrastructure such as sidewalks and parking. Bond funds will 
likely be required for implementation.

We hope the Council will consider how the bond package might be 
created with more assistance from neighborhood organizations. 
These groups have identified priorities and are clearly most 
familiar with local conditions.

I expect to be at your meeting tonight to discuss these items 
further.

         Thank you,

— Karen McGraw AIA
Chairman, Hyde Park 
Planning Team

Letters Dept. cont’d

Pecan Press is on-line at
<www.austinhydepark.org>
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Special Holiday 
Viewing of the 
Elisabet Ney Museum 
Saturday, Dec. 10,  5-9 p.m.

The Elisabet Ney Museum will be open for special 
nighttime viewing Saturday, December 10, 5-9 p.m., 
in celebration of the holiday season.  See Elisabet 
Ney’s portraits from life of European artists, intellec-
tuals and royalty and prominent turn-of-the-century 
Texans in the ambiance of Ney’s personally designed 
studio, named Formosa, that she built in Hyde Park 
in 1892.  Free admission.

The Elisabet Ney Museum is a National Historic 
Landmark and National Trust Associate Site.  Estab-
lished in 
1911, the 
museum 
contin-
ues to be 
a place 
where peo-
ple of all 
ages can re-
new their 
links with 
the past as 
it is experi-
enced not 
only in the life and spirit of Elisabet Ney but also in 
the great men and women whose spirits are expressed 
in her sculpture.

The Elisabet Ney Museum is located at 304 East 
44th Street between Avenues G and H and 44th and 
45th Streets.  Telephone: 458-2255.  



Page 14 — December, 2005 — Pecan Press Pecan Press — December, 2005 — Page 15 

Available in Central Austin

Lin Team. Old Austin REALTOR®
Helping people save old Austin...

 one house at a time. 

THE KINNEY COMPANY
Real Estate Services

www.TheKinneyCompany.com

Hyde Park:  Two lovely houses on a large lot, one a home 
and one for income.  Front house is a 3/1-1925 bungalow; 
in rear a recent two-story 2/2 house with attached garage. 
Live at the end of a quiet street just a couple of blocks from 
the new Triangle Center. $399,500

Central Austin: large estate on the cliff over Shoal Creek: 
1913 Craftsman-style house remodeled in 2001: new roof, 
wiring, plumbing, central heat and air, floors, paint, kitchen, 
rebuilt garage.  Grand style and spaces. Third-floor bonus 
room and full basement.   $1,500,000  

Central Austin: rare diamond in the rough:  3770 sf  
stone and concrete house built in 1890 as a hunting 
lodge overlooking Shoal Creek - major potential - needs 
everything.  Attic could be third floor with a fine view.  
 $850,000  
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307 East Braker Lane      Austin, Texas 78753-2746 

Mobile: 512-845-7531      Phone:   512-490-6637 
Fax: 512-490-6647            E-mail: tile@airmail.net 

Ghosts of Touch
Learning not to touch
is hard. I had to train
myself because touch is 
one of those things that
happens before it happens:
you meet in space and 
mingle and then you touch. 
But when you meet in space 
and the touch is still
blocked, then you have 
to send yourself back to
school. It was a hard 
lesson. It changed us. 
I felt shackled. And 
finally then I left. 
And the years go by
and all those touches
that never happened 
linger out there in space
like ghosts. I guess
that’s what they are: 
they’re ghosts of touch. 

 — Albert Huffstickler
June 21, 2000

 

Hyde Park Poets
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exp. 1-31-06

KELLY W. KEITH, D.D.S.
GENERAL & COSMETIC DENTISTRY

NEW PATIENT SPECIAL 
CLEANING / EXAM / X-RAYS - $80

FRIENDLY, PROFESSIONAL STAFF CREATIVE FINANCIAL OPTIONS
SEDATION DENTISTRY AVAILABLE RESTORATIVE & COSMETIC SERVICES
EMERGENCIES WELCOME IMPLANT CROWNS & DENTURES

3800 SPEEDWAY 452-6405 www.KellyKeithdds.com
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Invocation
The slave ancestors who lie beneath the swamps, inside the
brick of which our
homes, our streets, our churches are made;
who wrought iron into the veves that hold together the Old 
City and its attachments;
personal gods and ancestors; musicians and street dancers;
Hoodoo saints and their little Catholic cousins . . .
our saints continue to live among us.
         May they never leave us.
          May the newly sanctified find their way home to us also.
          May they feed well and be pleased with these offerings.
          And soon   
          One day 
          May we all be counted among them.

—  Brenda Marie Osbey

(Note: Thanks to Martha Campbell for passing this poem on to us. Ms. 
Osbey is Poet Laureate of Lousiana, and stayed at Martha’s Bailey-
Newgren Guesthouse at 4108 Speedway when she was in town recently 
for a Katrina fundraiser. The poem appeared originally in Osbey’s “All 
Saints: New and Selected Poems.”)

Hyde Park Poets
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Ooops! Dept.:
We have learned from folks at Paw Match that their pet-matching 
service at the Hancock Center Petco is actually open seven days 
a week, from 10:30 to 8 -- rather than Wed-Sat/10-7 as originally 
reported. Also, folks who’d like to volunteer in helping to socialize 
the dogs and cats are encouraged to call 573-3281, and/or just 
report for duty at the Petco store. 

Hyde Park
Presbyterian Church

Space available for small group meetings
Sunday Worship 10:30 am
3913 Avenue B 459-7747

— Child Care Provided—
hydepark@austin360.com

www.main.org/hydeparkpc

A country church in the city center.

Second Sunday Lunch
December 11, 12 Noon
Neighborhood Invited
Christmas Eve Service

December 24, 7 PM
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Newsletter Ad: 
Hyde Park Neighborhood Association 
1/6 page, 3 5/8 inches wide X 3 1/2 inches tall 

AMBIS contacts: 
Daesene Willmann, 480-0555 
Donna Belk 266-7926 

FALSE: The Federal Trade Commission 
requires funeral homes to give you a menu-like 
price list of their services. You can save 
thousands of dollars with the information in our 
funeral home comparison chart.
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