
Kid’s Corner: 
Summer Camp Fun! 

Welcome to the Pecan Press Kid’s Corner, where 
you can find out about kid happenings in Hyde Park. 
Feel free to submit anything kid related, including 
event info, kids’ drawings, stories, comics, songs, po-
ems, what have you! ppkidscorner@yahoo.com

Check out the cool camps 
offered around our neigh-

borhood and keep a look out for 
summertime fun close to home like 
the Shipe Pool Opening Party and 
Movie Night, June 20th!

• Griffin School, 5001 Evans, https://
griffinschool.org/summer-camps/ 
– Rising 6th-9th graders can choose 
from music, radio, fashion, art, and 
writing camps.

• Camp at the Elizabeth Ney Museum, 
304 E. 44th Street, 512-458-2255 – “Vi-
sual Literacy: Storytelling through 
Art”.

• Austin Junior Golf Academy, Hancock 
Golf Course, 811 E 41st Street, http://
austinjuniorgolfacademy.com/about 
– Ages 5-13 hit the links and celebrate 
the week with a hot dog and snow 
cone party.
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When:  7:00 p.m.  
  Monday, June 1, 2015 
Where:  Special Location! 
  Hyde Park Theater 
   511 West 43rd Street
Note:  HPNA meetings usually take place on 
the first Monday of each month .

HPNA General Meeting  
Agenda for June 1

 Vote on a resolution to support a 
variance requested by the Griffin 
School

 Vote on a resolution to offer 
Hyde Park as one of the test 
neighborhoods to assess the impact 
of CodeNEXT

 Arts Focus: Presentation about the 
Hyde Park Theater by Ken Webster

 Announcements

See You There!

The Rubik’s Cube: 
CodeNext, New Urbanism, and the 
Effects on Neighborhoods
Editor’s Note: In May, HPNA welcomed Jeff Jack, architect, member of CodeNext Citi-
zens Advisory Group (CAG), chair of the Board of Adjustment, and ex-officio member 
of the Planning Commission. Jeff spoke about the CodeNext process and its potential 
threats to neighborhoods. Excerpts of his remarks appear below. 

The CodeNext Background

Know what this is? It’s a Rubik’s Cube. The Rubik’s Cube 
is a good analogy for what we’ve been doing in the 

city of Austin for a long time. I was president of the Austin 
Neighborhoods Council when we started neighborhood planning. It was 
supposed to be a vehicle to address the conflict between neighborhoods, 
environmentalists, and the development community, where the commu-
nity would come together and map out the future and get codified into a 
neighborhood plan. Then that neighborhood plan would be respected by 
the Council.

It didn’t work that way. After the first couple plans were created, the 
staff began to take the process in a different direction. Staff’s intention 
was simple – new urbanism, density. What we’ve had over the last 20 
years is a process where each turn of the Rubik’s Cube was lining up for 
an inevitable conclusion. That is going to play out in the last step of the 
process called CodeNext.

Imagine Austin was one of the steps in this process. We went through 
this great community gathering of people interested in shaping our city. 
Out of that came some recommendations, but a lot of the voices in the 
neighborhoods weren’t heard. Many felt that the staff already had a fore-
gone conclusion of where they wanted the process the end. At the very 
last of the process, council members Tovo and Morrison put in page 207. 
Page 207 is critical for our neighborhoods because it said that the neigh-
borhood plans that had been created by the communities, codified by the 
vote of the council, would be respected in the CodeNext process. Well, 
maybe and maybe not.

When we started dealing with smart growth, in 2000, Kirk Watson 
had just become mayor and he brought with him all of the smart growth 
initiatives. He had about a dozen that he wanted to get implemented im-
mediately. The Neighborhoods Council at the time said, wait a second. 
We’re doing neighborhood plans, we really shouldn’t be doing this as 
a one-size-fits-all in the city. So the only one that he got through was a 
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From the Desk of the Co-Presidents
Summer!

This issue of the Pecan Press brings us to June, the start of summer. We have much to be 
grateful for this summer. Barring unforeseen circumstances, our pools will open on 
schedule, Shipe Pool on Monday, June 8 and Shipe Wading Pool on Tuesday, June 16. 

We can also look forward to the 7th Annual Shipe Pool Party and Movie Night on Saturday, 
June 20th this year. We still haven’t heard anything about the dates for constructing Shipe 
Pool anew, but the community engagement process for the design of the new pool should 
begin this winter.

Pecan Press
The Pecan Press is published monthly by the Hyde Park 

Neighborhood Association in Austin, Texas.
Advertusing deadline: 15th of the month preceding publication. 

Editorial deadline: 10th of the month preceding publication.
Editor 

Hyde Park Neighborhood Association Steering Committee.
pecanpress@austinhydepark.org

Poetry Editor 
Charlotte Herzele herzele@gmail.com

Photo Editor 
Lizzie Chen

Production Manager & Advertising Director 
Robert M. Farr, 731-0617, bobfarr@austin.rr.com 

7500 Chelmsford Dr., Austin, TX 78736
Payments for Ads  

I. Jay Aarons, P.O. Box 49427, Austin, TX 78765
Distribution Coordinator 

Rimas Remeza, 4105 Ave. F, 371-3158, rimasx@yahoo.com
Area Coordinators

N of 45th/W of Duval  
 • Rosa Maria Lopez Reed  ..........   elsalvadorchrist@yahoo.com
N of 45th/E of Duval  
 • Jay Gerard & Carrie Laughlin  ..................................... 371-1546
S of 45th/W of Speedway  
 • Joanna Fitzgerald ....................... joannafitzgerald@icloud.com
S of 45th/E of Speedway  
 • Martha Campbell ........................................................... 452-2815

Contributors Past and Present
Glen Alyn, Laurence Becker, Deaton Bednar, Steve Bratteng, George 
Bristol, Sharon Brown, Lewis Brownlow, Amon Burton, Martha 
Campbell, Inga Marie Carmel, Josephine Casey, Kitty Clark, Betsy 
Clubine, Elsy Cogswell, Carol Cohen Burton, William Cook, Susan 
Crites Krumm, Celeste Cromack, Herb Dickson, Avis Davis, Pam 
Dozler, Cathy Echols, Mark Fishman, Merle Franke, Larry Freilich, 
Eugene George, Mary Carolyn George, Barbara Gibson, Larry Gilg, 
Susan Gilg, Ann S. Graham, Carolyn E. Grimes, Lisa Harris, Anne 
Hebert, Ben Heimsath, Albert Huffstickler, Cynthia Janis, Paul 
Kamprath, John Kerr, Susan Kerr, Susan Kirk, Karen McGraw, 
Sharon Majors, Libby Malone, Alan Marburger, Peter Maxson, 
Elaine Meenehan, Fred Meredith, Susan Moffat, John Paul Moore, 
Jack Nokes, Jill Nokes, Wanda Penn, Alejandro Puyana, Dorothy 
Richter, Walter Richter, Kristen De La Rosa, Steve Sadowsky, Mark 
Sainsbury, Jessica Salinas, Mary Lou Serafine, Cathy Short, Sarah 
Sitton, Thad Sitton, Clay Smith, Niyianta Spelman, Julie Strong, 
Grant Thomas, Debbie Trammell, Rollo Treadway, Lao Tzu, Jennifer 
Vickers, Katie Vignery, Sandra Villalaz-Dickson, Lorre Weidlich, 
Adam Wilson, Hanna Wiseman Jacobs, Hermelinda Zamarripa

Hyde Park 
Neighborhood 

Association
P. O. Box 49427 • Austin, TX 78765

www.austinhydepark.org
— HPNA Officers & Steering Committee —

Co-Presidents 
• Kevin Heyburn  ...................................  kmheyburn@gmail.com 
• Lorre Weidlich ........................  lweidlich@mail2sevenseas.com
Co-Vice Presidents 
• Kathy Lawrence ...............................  mail@kathylawrence.com 
• Adrian Skinner ............................ adrian.h.skinner@gmail.com
Co-Secretaries • Artie Gold • Reid Long
Co-Treasurers • PO Box 49427, Austin, TX 78765 
• I. Jay Aarons .................................................... ijaarons@aol.com 
• Mark Fishman .......................................  mlfishman@gmail.com
Additional Steering Committee Members:  
• Heidi Bojes • Sharon Brown • Jessica Charbeneau • Betsy 
Clubine • Ellie Hanlon • Dorothy Richter • Debbie Wallenstein 
• John Williams 

HPNA Committees & Task Forces
AISD • Anne Hebert, anne@annehebert.com 
Alley Coordinator • Carol Burton, sky2wash@austin.rr.com
ASH (joint HPNA-CT committee) • John Williams, 
jawilli@grandecom.net
Austin Neighborhoods Council Rep. • Claire deYoung,  
anc_rep@yahoo.com
Beautification • Robin Burch, robinburch@gmail.com 
(903) 780-5275
Church-Neighborhood Liaison • Kathy Lawrence, mail@
kathylawrence.com 
CodeNEXT (joint HPNA-CT committee) • (unfilled) 
Crime & Safety • Carol Welder, cjwelder@msn.com
Development Review • David Conner, daypaycon@yahoo.com
Finance • David Conner, daypaycon@yahoo.com
Graffiti Patrol • Lisa Harris, ljharrisus@yahoo.com 
420-0652 
Homes Tour • Carolyn Grimes, cgrimes@cbunited.com
Membership • Sharon Brown, donsharon4213@sbcglobal.net  
 • Karen Saadeh, kdmatthis@gmail.com
Neighborhood Planning • Karen McGraw, mcgrawka@earthlink.net
Neighborhood Outreach & Communications • Sharon Brown, 
donsharon4213@sbcglobal.net  
Parks & Public Space • Mark Fishman, mlfishman@gmail.com
Social • Deaton Bednar, deatonbednar@grandecom.net
Social Media Coordinator • Ellie Hanlon,  
ellie.hanlon@gmail.com
Tree Preservation • John Walewski, jwalewski@civil.tamu.edu
Website • Michael Crider, online@austinhydepark.org
Zoning • Dorothy Richter, 3901 Ave. G 452-5117

We’re excited to announce 
the first recipient of our lifeguard 
scholarship, Alberto Edwards. Al-
berto already had a conditional 
offer of employment with the City 
of Austin Lifeguard Program, so he 
was a perfect candidate for one of 
our scholarships. Congratulations, 
Alberto!
Resolution

The HPNA has an import-
ant resolution to vote on at our 
June meeting: Should Hyde Park 
volunteer to be a CodeNext test 
neighborhood? Four areas around 
Austin will be used as test areas to 
apply some of the CodeNext prin-
ciples, to determine what effect the 
code would have on those areas. 
In the words of our May speak-
er, Jeff Jack (see related article on 
the facing page), “It’s going to be 
very important they pick (an area) 
with a neighborhood plan that has 
been adopted, that has a strong 
neighborhood association, has a 
strong contact team, and has all 
the characteristics that are going 
to exemplify what the code write 
is going to be: core transit corri-
dor, proportion of residential that 
backs up to commercial strips, in-
frastructure.” Hyde Park certainly 
has those characteristics. Watching 
what effect the new code would 
have on our Neighborhood Plan, 
NCCDs, and LHD would be valu-
able to all of the central Austin 
neighborhoods.

We hope you plan to attend 
and to vote on the resolution.

— Kevin Heyburn &  
Lorre Weidlich 
HPNA Co-Presidents   June

  1 — HPNA General Meeting
  8 — HPNA Steering Committee Meeting
12 — Recycling Collection
26 — Recycling Collection
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• Send your articles, letters, and photos by the 10th of each 
month to the HPNA Steering Committee at  
pecanpress@austinhydepark.org.
Opinion articles and letters to the editor must not exceed 500 words.

• Send your poems to  
Charlotte Herzele at herzele@gmail.com
All poems, even if written under a pen name, must include a name and contact  
information for identification and verification purposes.

We Welcome Your Submissions to Pecan Press

• Membership in HPNA is open to 
all residents aged 18 years or older 
who reside within the boundaries  
of Hyde Park or within 300 feet of  
its boundaries.

• All memberships expire on  
September 30th of each year.

• New members and members who 
lapse in dues for over six months  
are eligible to vote at HPNA meet-
ings 30 days after receipt of dues.

Name_____________________________________Phone_______________________________
Address_______________________________________________________________________
__ Notify me by email of HPNA meetings & events____________________________________
Dues:

Standard - $5/yr.
Senior - $1/yr.

New Member
Renewing Member

Check
Cash

Date_______________
Amount____________

Mailing Address:
 
HPNA Membership
P.O. Box 49427
Austin, Texas 778765

Make checks payable to HPNA.

Hyde Park Neighborhood Association Membership

At this location, a few years ago, a group of dysfunc-
tional people in a filthy trailer park hired a hitman to 
murder a member of their family. More recently, at the 
same location, a preacher started a fight with his con-
gregation and his wife over the existence of Hell. Then 
there was the weekend when an uncle could be found 
reconciling with his niece in a hut among the trees. And 
some weekends a man or woman will show up to tell 
the story of his or her life to anyone who will listen.

People from all over the state come to witness 
these events. If you want to share in these experienc-
es, you need only walk over to the corner of 43rd and 
Guadalupe, pay a modest admission fee, and find a 
seat in the Hyde Park Theatre.

When I moved to Austin in the 1990s, I was sur-
prised to learn that Austin had a much busier theatre 
scene than Houston did. A big reason for this is Ken 
Webster, the Artistic Director of Hyde Park Theatre. 
Hyde Park Theatre’s stage rarely goes dark, because, 
in addition to Mr. Webster’s own productions, the the-
atre features work from other acting companies and 
hosts an annual four week drama festival each winter. 
It is one of the busiest play houses in the city. 

Hyde Park Theatre, originally built as a neigh-
borhood post office (circa 1947), began a new life as a 
theatrical venue in 1982. It is small and unpretentious, 
with seating for only 70 to 85 patrons. No seat is more 
than 25 feet from the center stage, thereby creating an 
unusual intimacy between audience and performer. 
This intimacy, and the opportunities and challenges it 
presents, has caused some of Austin’s best actors, de-
signers, and directors to want to produce plays there. 

If you have not yet been inside the theatre, please 
come to our June Neighborhood Association meeting. 
You will not only get to see the theatre but you will 
also get to hear Ken Webster talk to us about Hyde 
Park Theatre’s past, present, and future. I hope you 
can make it to the meeting, and I hope you will even-
tually see some of the wonderful shows the theatre 
puts on throughout the year.

— Kevin Heyburn

The Arts in Hyde Park  
Hyde Park Theater
Every weekend, around 8:00 pm, something unusual happens at the corner of 43rd and 

Guadalupe in Hyde Park.

Resolutions for Vote 
• The Hyde Park Neighborhood Association 

requests that the Hyde Park neighborhood, 
as defined by the Hyde Park Neighborhood 
Plan, be selected as one of the four areas 
used during the evaluation of the proposed 
CodeNext changes to the land development 
code.

• The Hyde Park Neighborhood Association 
supports the Griffin School’s application for 
a variance from the minimum street paved 
width requirements of Section 25-2-832(1) 
of the Austin City Code in order to add new 
classroom facilities to the school and increase 
its enrollment to a maximum of 125 students.

mailto:editorpecanpress@gmail.com
mailto:herzele@gmail.com
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Austin native & 
HYDE PARK 

homeowner 

$50.00 Gift Card 
for referrals* 

 
Native Austin Real Estate Services 

Toll Free: 888-99-EARLE 
 *For every referral transaction that closes, we will send you a 
$50 Visa gift card to show our appreciation for your trust and 
confidence. 

512-76-EARLE 
 

earlerealty.com 

JASON EARLE 
Broker/Owner 

 Sales 
 Investments 
 Leasing 
 Property Management 

 

EARLE

512  76  EARLE

EARLE

May 2015 Hyde 
Park Neighborhood 
Association Minutes

Before the meeting was officially called 
to order, the neighborhood association 

held a potluck. The attendees brought dishes 
including salads, appetizers, and desserts 
for everyone to enjoy. Co-President Lorre 
Weidlich called the May meeting of the Hyde 
Park Neighborhood Association to order at 
7:29 PM at the Griffin School.  

The first item on the agenda was a presentation 
from Jeff Jack about CodeNext and other develop-
ment-related initiatives at the city. Jeff is a member 
of the CodeNext Citizens Advisory Group. The Citi-
zen’s Advisory Group has 11 members, one member 
selected by each Council Member of the previous City 
Council and four members by the city manager. It also 
has three working groups: Affordability; In-fill, Com-
patibility, and Missing Middle; and Small Business. 
Jeff talked about the origins of the current CodeNext 
process and its roots in the Imagine Austin Compre-
hensive Plan. An important upcoming part of the 
process is the evaluation of the effect of the new code 
on four neighborhoods within the city. Jeff accepted 
questions and comments from the floor throughout 
the presentation. (See related article, page 3). 

The meeting moved to announcements. Lorre 
Weidlich announced that the Steering Committee 
would meet at 7 PM on May 11th at Trinity United 
Methodist Church. David Conner announced that the 
DRC would meet at 7 PM on Thursday. Adam Wilson 
announced that Shipe Pool is expected to reopen as 
planned but lifeguards are still needed to staff the city 
pools. Adrian Skinner announced that the Hyde Park 
Neighborhood Association has offered to support 2-3 
individuals to become lifeguards for the City. Those 
interested should contact him. The City is also in the 
process of hiring someone to oversee the Shipe Pool 
restoration. Finally, it was announced that the vacant 
lots on Duval are going before the Historic Landmark 
Commission in the next couple of weeks. 

Co-President Lorre Weidlich adjourned the meet-
ing at 8:43 PM.

— Submitted by  
Artie Gold & Reid Long 
HPNA Co-Secretaries
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Look what’s happening this summer in the

AT HYDE PARK BAPTIST & THE QUARRIES CHURCH

9:00am - Noon
Ages 5 (by Sep. 1) - 5th grade

Take a Journey Off the Map to uncharted territory! 
Kids will discover that Jesus is the Ultimate Guide 

on a journey uncharted by them, but known by 
HIM! Register at hpbc.org/vbs

June 8-12
AT THE QUARRIES

June 15-19
AT HYDE PARK

June 28-July 1
Completed grades 4-6 

Highland Lakes Camp – Spicewood, TX 

Don’t miss out on this great time as we enjoy 
wet & wild recreation activities, swimming, 

archery, BMX track, and other games. The Bible 
studies will be GREAT and the Worship will be 

AWESOME! Register at hpbc.org/camptejas

KIDS + ARTS + MUSIC + PRAISE

July 27-31
Completed grades 1-5

9:00am - 2:00pm
KAMP is a week for children to explore their 

creativity in music, art, drama, movement and 
more. Join us at the Hyde Park campus for lots of 

imaginative fun! Info at hpbc.org/kamp

Visit us online at hpbc.org 3901 Speedway // Austin, TX 78751  // 512-459-6587

-

512-220-0054 • mygrande.com/power  Like us on
Facebook

Follow us on
Twitter

for 12 months5999
ALL FOR ONLY

per month

Faster Internet...

UNBE L I E V AB L E  PR I C E

 Up to 50 Mbps download
 Up to 5 Mbps upload
 Cable modem rental included
 Antivirus included

•
•

Use all of your devices
online at once

•
•

HD included
 DVR service and

receiver included
•
•

Local broadcast channels 
 Pay-Per-View Access

Power 50 Internet Digital Basic TV

•
•
•

NO CONTRACT REQUIRED + 30-DAY RISK-FREE TRIAL

Offer expires 12-31-14. Services subject to availability, please contact Grande for details. Offers only apply to first-time residential customers. $59.99 Promotional Offer price is for 12 months and includes Power 50 Mbps 
Internet service with one cable modem rental and Digital Basic TV service with one HD/DVR receiver rental and service. Prices increase by $5 for months 13-24 and an additional $5 for months 25-36. Prices revert to then 
current applicable retail rate in month 37. If you change or disconnect any or all of the services at any time during the 36-month promotional period, the bundle pricing will no longer apply and Grande’s then standard 
monthly rates will apply to remaining service(s). Monthly offer rates subject to applicable surcharges, equipment taxes, franchise fees and other government imposed charges. Installation, taxes, fees, additional receivers, 
equipment, additional services or features not included. Bundle also available with a CableCARD however interactive features are not available. Actual Internet speeds may vary and are not guaranteed. A credit check and/or 
deposit may be required. Not valid with any other offer and may not be transferred or redeemed for cash. Other restrictions may apply. ®2014 Grande Communications Networks, LLC. All rights reserved.
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A vibrant and engaged high school community

Cultivating individual potential
and intellectual curiosity

www.gri�nschool.org

Amy Zamarripa
Certified Massage Therapist

Amy@AustinAmy.com

2911 Medical Arts St. Bldg #17 
Austin, Texas 

78705 

512.619.0060

www.AustinAmy.com

Hyde Park Wellness Welcomes

Craniosacral Therapy & Deep Tissue Massage

411 E. 45th Street
512.619.0060

amy@austinamy.com
www.austinamy.com

17 years experience
5 Star Yelp rating

Cheers to your Health & Well-being!

Hyde Park Contact  
Team Minutes 

The Hyde Park Neighborhood Contact 
Team regular meeting was called to order 

at 7:00 pm on May 27, 2015 at Trinity United 
Methodist Church by co-chairs Jennifer 
Berbas and Adrian Skinner.

The CT welcomed John Eastman, City of Austin 
Public Works Office, Sidewalks Department, to discuss 
the City’s 2009 Master Plan and future goals. The 2009 
Master Plan can be found at http://www.austintexas.
gov/faq/where-can-i-find-copy-approved-sidewalk-
master-plan. According to the most recent survey of 
sidewalks, about half of Austin’s street frontage has 
a sidewalk. Mr. Eastman explained that there are no 
dedicated tax dollars applied to sidewalks, instead 
they rely upon bonds, grants, fees, and builders to 
construct sidewalks. When there is money, they fol-
low a set of priorities explained in the Master Plan and 
on the City website, Public Works page. Mr. Eastman 
reminded members to call 311 if there is a sidewalk is-
sue, such as a needed repair, an obstruction, or the 
need to address a gap.

Mr. Eastman concluded by informing the CT that 
the City is getting ready to update the 2009 Sidewalk 
Master Plan. He advised that neighbors take advantage 
of opportunities for public comment and communicate 
with elected officials that sidewalks are a priority and 
should be funded. He also asked that Neighborhood 
Plan requests should be kept up to date as they help set 
priorities. [CT Secretary’s note: Hyde Park is scheduled 
to review priorities in January, 2016.]

The meeting continued with a discussion of by-
laws revisions led by bylaws committee chair Reid 
Long. He presented an overview of changes under 
consideration and noted that most revisions reflect 
the need for updated or clarified language and do not 
change the substance of the bylaws. No votes were 
taken and discussion will continue at the July CT 
meeting. This summary lists sections in which sub-
stantive changes are proposed. The committee has not 
yet addressed sections 12-17.

• Section 3: Boundaries – Include the apartments on 
51st behind Rowena.

• Section 4: Membership - Request that a represen-
tative of any neighborhood association in Hyde 
Park be included, as long as the representative 
owns property or a business or rents property in 
the neighborhood.

• Section 6: Voting - Clarify that elections are to be 
held every other year and add that voting dis-
cussions will be managed by parliamentary 
procedure (Robert’s Rules of Order).

Continued on page 9

http://www.griffinschool.org
http://www.austintexas.gov/faq/where-can-i-find-copy-approved-sidewalk-master-plan
http://www.austintexas.gov/faq/where-can-i-find-copy-approved-sidewalk-master-plan
http://www.austintexas.gov/faq/where-can-i-find-copy-approved-sidewalk-master-plan
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4800 Burnet Road
512.458.1100

GustoItalianKitchen.com
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• Section 7: Meetings - Add language that allows 
additional meetings to be called by a majority of 
elected officers or seven voting members and add 
language to allow an agenda item to be added at 
the request of two or more CT members, during a 
meeting or in writing to the listserv.
Discussion focused primarily on voting. Current-

ly, in order to vote a member needs to have attended 
at least one meeting in the last nine months. The 
committee asked for feedback on removing that re-
quirement and allowing anyone who is qualified to 
vote. The discussion balanced the common concern 
that the CT should welcome the involvement of all 
neighbors with the concerns that those who vote are 
well-informed and that meetings are not stacked (as 
other CTs have experienced). A number of possible 
compromises were suggested that allow for a rea-
sonable restriction that allows for more openness but 
prevents such abuse of the system as stacking meet-
ings. 

The bylaws committee continues to meet and dis-
cussion will continue at the July 27 meeting.

The meeting concluded with brief updates of old 
business items and general announcements:

• Adrian Skinner and Jen Berbas have submitted a 
request to Kathy Tovo to submit the new FLUM 
map and are still waiting to hear back from her 
staff. 

• The CT heard a brief update of CodeNext plan-
ning. 

• The next City quarterly CT training meeting will 
be held May 20, 2015, from 7 to 8:30pm, at One 
Texas Center, 505 Barton Springs Road, in the 3rd 
floor training room. See http://austintexas.gov/
department/neighborhood-plan-contact-teams.
The next quarterly meeting will be held Monday, 

July 27, at 7pm. All residents, renters or tenants, prop-
erty owners, and business owners in Hyde Park are 
encouraged to become members of the CT and par-
ticipate in discussions. An agenda will be posted two 
weeks before the meeting. 

(A more complete set of minutes has been post-
ed to the CT Yahoo page, https://groups.yahoo.com/
neo/groups/HydeParkContactTeam/files/Meet-
ing%20Minutes/CT%20Minutes%2004_27_15.docx. 
If you would like a copy, please email Mity Myhr, CT 
Secretary, at myhr_steds@yahoo.com.)

Contact Team Minutes... 
     …cont’d from page 7

HYDE PARKHYDE PARKHYDE PARK

http://austintexas.gov/department/neighborhood-plan-contact-teams
http://austintexas.gov/department/neighborhood-plan-contact-teams
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DHARMA YOGA RATES 
FIVE STARS ON YELP.

Locally grown and open for everyone.

3317 Manor Road
WALKING DISTANCE FROM

CONTIGO RESTAURANT

www.Dharma-Yoga.net

With a ten-visit pass, just $9 per class.
DHARMA YOGA

EAST SIDEDHARMA YOGA
EAST SIDE

secondary unit on a 7000-square-foot SF3 lot. All of the 
other infill options were made optional for the neigh-
borhood planning process. It was essentially a zoning 
change, but staff’s legal department said no, it’s not a 
zoning change, so you didn’t have to get notified.
Forces Driving New Urbanism in Austin

The new urbanist idea has been around for a long 
time, but in Austin we have essentially five groups 
of people who support the idea. There are those peo-
ple who like the urban lifestyle. They want a bar on 
every other corner and a coffee shop on the corners 
in between. Now I’m an old urbanist. When I lived 
in Denver, I lived downtown in a high rise, my office 
was in a high rise, I didn’t take a car, I rode the bus 
between, and I could walk to the neighborhood bar 
if I wanted to. But when I came to Austin I joined the 
Zilker Neighborhood Association. I realized neighbor-
hood are more than just buildings, it’s the people who 
live in the neighborhoods that really count and de-
fine the neighborhood. If you start from that position, 
neighborhoods really need to be respected.

We also have people who believe in Econom-
ics 101. You simply have supply and demand. All we 
have to do is increase the supply of housing in the 
city and the price of housing’s going to go down. The 
problem is, what we have done is encourage an in-mi-
gration of much wealthier people over the last 20 
years, so instead of the demand curve simply moving 
out, it’s moved up.

One thing I’ve been advocating in the city of Aus-
tin for many years is to have a city economist. We’re 
a $3 billion a year corporation with no economic ex-
pertise on staff. When they want to prove something, 
they hire a consultant and tell him what they want 
him to do, and he gives them a report giving them 
what they want. We have nobody on the city staff 
who has the ability to do an analysis of any of the 
deals that we’ve made, any of the code changes that 
we’re proposing, to know whether they really work or 
not. It’s total resistance from city staff to have that ex-
pertise available, because they don’t know what the 
answer’s going to be.

Third group of people. There are environmental-
ists who believe that the automobile is the root sin of 
sprawl and if we can just get enough density in Aus-
tin, we can stop sprawling. Now I don’t know about 
you, but I know that capitalism doesn’t stop at the 
city limits. If you drive out 71, 290, 183, as soon as 
you get past the city limits you’re going to see devel-
opment. The developers know they can go out there, 
buy the land cheaper, build the houses that people 
want, and make money. Sprawl’s not going to stop 
by densifying our neighborhoods. It’s just going to 
change the nature of the sprawl.

CodeNext... 
     …cont’d from page 1
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• Junior Tennis Summer Camp at Pharr Tennis Center, 4201 
Brookview Road near Mueller, prostrokestennis@gmail.com 
– Ages 6-14 have fun on the courts.

• GENaustin at Trinity United Methodist Church, 4001 Speed-
way, http://genaustin.org/what-we-do/camps/ – Girls 
grades 4-7 gain skills to navigate girlhood in a fun, interac-
tive environment. 

• Austin Parks and Recreation at Hancock Recreation Center, 
https://connect001.rectrac.com/wbwsc/txaustin_1.wsc/
wbsearch.html?wbsi=f82d9aba-0aca-5ca8-f813-309cf0cfc6c8 
– Age groups 5-9, 9-13, and 12–16 explore this year’s theme, 
“Keep Austin Weird”.

• Creative Action at Trinity United Methodist Church, 4001 
Speedway, http://creativeaction.org/programs/camps/
summer-camps/ – Ages 5–9 enjoy amazingly imaginative 
camps all summer long.

• Bits, Bites, and Bots at Trinity United Methodist Church, 
4001 Speedway, http://austintx.bitsbytesbots.com/?page_
id=304 – Ages 8-14 have loads of technical fun.

Kid’s Corner: 
           …cont’d from page 1

There are also people who are advocates for 
transit. They believe we have to dense pack the neigh-
borhoods in order to have enough ridership in our 
neighborhoods to support rail. Those four are sort of 
the vanguard for the discussion about new urbanism, 
CodeNext, and density in our neighborhoods.

But you know what’s really driving it? Money. 
The development community, the homebuilders, the 
land speculators, the engineers, they’re salivating at 
Austin becoming a gold mine to be mined for our real 
estate. Because they understand that the lot that you 
own today is going to be worth a lot more if they tear 
down that house and build something else on it.
Zucker Report

One of the first things that we heard in pushing 
the new code was that the code is difficult, it’s expen-
sive, and it’s time-consuming for the development 
community. We suggested that you look at the admin-
istrative, managerial, and procedural issues with the 
code that we have today and fix that first, then deal 
with the substantive issues. Staff would not do that. 
When they wrote the RFQ for CodeNext, they exclud-
ed that work totally.

A year after we’d started CodeNext, they hired 
a California consultant, Zucker Systems, to look at 
those issues. They came up with a 700 page indict-
ment of the city staff. It’s taken the mask off of what 
the agenda was. But the city staff hasn’t embraced 
it. They’re trying to say, maybe the consultant didn’t 
have all the facts, but the fact of the matter is they 
don’t want to acknowledge that most of the claims by 
the development community about time and mon-
ey for getting things permitted was really managerial 

in nature. It hid the real agenda of getting rid of the 
neighborhood protection parts of the code.

I think the Zucker report scared the city man-
agement. One of the things that’s happening in the 
CodeNext process is a shakeup in our staff. For the 
last two years we’ve dealt with staff members who 
basically pushed the new urbanist creed. We hired a 
new assistant director for planning and he has a lit-
tle bit different perspective. He says that the new code 
should be based on the DNA of your neighborhood.
The CodeNext Process

Back in November I proposed a resolution that 
clarified that the CAG supported being able to rep-
licate your neighborhood plan with a new code. The 
pushback was amazing. The staff said, this is all bad, 
and I said, wait a second, in Imagine Austin it says 
we’re going to be able to do this. Staff said, respect, 
it’s not the same thing as replicate. If you don’t think 
that “replicate” means what you want, what does “re-
spect” mean? We can’t get answers.

CodeNext went through a couple things. One of 
the important ones is the community character analy-
sis. But they didn’t take it very far. They didn’t show 
you what percentage of your lots was in different clas-
sifications. But they did give you a bunch of pictures 
showing this house or this little corner grocery store 
that you like, and they’re going to use that to justify 
future changes in the code that affect your neighbor-
hood. Oh, you like that picture of that house with the 
big tree and the nice Victorian roof? By the way, it had 
a granny flat in the back, so you automatically like 
granny flats, don’t you? It’s called a visual preferenc-
ing survey and it’s very manipulative. Another part of 
the Rubik’s Cube.

One of the big disappointments is that they didn’t 
do anything really data-drive. This is Zilker (pointing 

Continued on page 12
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www.GWYNDOWS.com
 444-1954

Women Owned and Operated

Commercial and Residential

Great Quality and Affordable

Excellent Customer Service

ECO-friendly And Fully Insured

CALL US FOR A 
FREE ESTIMATE !

Hyde Park Yoga Company
5013 Duval Street
Austin, TX 78751

Hyde Park Yoga Company

Classes for all levels, Affordable pricing options

New Clients save 50% on your first month of 
unlimited yoga

Paying per class? Every 10th class is free.

More information and class schedule available at
www.HydeParkYogaCo.Com

practice@hydeparkyogaco.com
facebook.com/hydeparkyogaco

(512)468-8732

to a map). Those color-coded districts are each differ-
ent service areas for sewers. And this yellow area right 
here? The load is 1320 LUEs, living unit equivalents. 
The capacity is 1340. So if we were to put density in 
that area, somebody’s going to have to pay to increase 
that sewer capacity, from there practically all the way 
to Govalle. When asked about this in the Imagine Aus-
tin process, city staff said, we’ll deal with the cost of 
infrastructure later. It’s called a bond election.

We were also supposed to have some code talks 
because we understood that there were issues un-
resolved, like compatibility standards. What’s the 
relationship between residential property and com-
mercial property? Right now our code says that 
commercial property will step back and step down 
adjacent to residential property so that there is not an 
adverse effect on the residential. That is a huge prob-
lem for commercial development. We had code talks, 
there’s no consensus, haven’t had another code talk 
since. So about three months ago the city staff came 
up with another bright idea called working groups - 
three working groups and they got to pick the topics. 
The CAG didn’t have any say about it.

One of the good things that’s come out of this 
is that they hired an innovation officer for the city 
of Austin, somebody who’s been in federal govern-
ment, dealt with bureaucracies and trying to create 
new ways of doing things. She basically led the work-
ing group exercise. At the end everybody could agree 
on only the beginning questions. She called them, 
“How might we do something?” How might we re-
spect deed restrictions? How might we assure that if 
we build units for affordability, they actually are af-
fordable? A whole slew of questions like that didn’t 
get answers. The staff trotted out a bunch of best prac-
tices. They were doing this in San Diego, they were 
doing this in Eugene, and the problem is that they 
weren’t contextually the same as Austin.

Our entire city government budget is based on 
mainly property, sales, and franchise tax, unlike a 
lot of cities that have income from state income tax. 
So when you say that you’re going to do affordable 
housing in Oklahoma City by having a sales tax, does 
that work in Austin? Is the gap between income lev-
els and cost of living the same in Oklahoma City as it 
is in Austin? Well, there’s no data. It was just thrown 
out there as, well, they’re doing it over there, why 
don’t we do it? So that came to a screeching halt and 
the “How might we?” questions are the only thing 
that got forwarded to Opticos, the consultants doing 
CodeNext.

In the fall of this year, they’re going to do some 
testing of the code ideas. They are going to pick four 

CodeNEXT... 
     …cont’d from page 11
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areas of town. We asked to see the RFQ about this 
testing. They won’t show it to us, because I under-
stand what they’re going to do: They’ll give you a 
dog-and-pony show about how wonderful it’s going 
to be if we do it this way. My suggestion is that we 
take a neighborhood that has an adopted neighbor-
hood plan with a core transit corridor through it and 
really test it. Will the character of this neighborhood 
be the same if we adopt all of these infill tools? That’s 
the kind of question I’m hoping that the core exercis-
es charrettes are going to address. If we don’t do it, 
my resolution goes back on the table. We’re not going 
to let the last piece of the Rubik’s Cube fall into place 
and end up with a picture we don’t want.
Missing Middle Housing & Effects of Entitlements

The consultants and the city staff said we don’t 
have enough missing middle housing to accommo-
date our growth. In most neighborhoods, you want to 
have a variety of housing, but where do you do it? If 
you look at some of the examples of form based code 
that have been adopted in other cities, they come in 
and say, in this transect, we’re going to allow these 
different types of housing units and we’re going to 
put them in your neighborhood somewhere. It doesn’t 
mean that people are going to bulldoze your hous-
es immediately, but it does change the entitlements. 
In time the investment community is going to buy up 
those properties at the value of housing and tear them 
down and build something denser.

When you do that, what happens with your eval-
uations of your property? I have a site next to me. 
Guy bought a house for $800 thousand, tore it down, 
built six units, each one is priced at $600 thousand to 
$1 million. My property taxes went up $58 thousand. 
When TCAD looks at the sales price of the properties 
around you, they put that into the pool of comparables 
and it raises everybody’s property taxes. Increasing 
tax is directly related to increasing entitlements.

If you look at the city of Austin, how much land 
area do we have in the city full purpose, when we 
look at our ETJ, our extra territorial jurisdiction? The 
amount of land area in neighborhoods with neighbor-
hood plans, what percentage all total do you think it 
is? 17%. So 83% of the opportunity to accommodate 
growth is outside of our planning areas. We’re focus-
ing all of this attention to densify these urban core 
neighborhoods when we’re paying almost no atten-
tion to all of that 83% of land area that we control that 
is out there beyond us. I rail about this at the Planning 
Commission every time we have to approve a low 
density large lot subdivision at the edge of town in 
one case and in the next case we’re trying to push en-
titlements to densify an urban core neighborhood. 
Deed Restrictions & HOAs

We’ve been asking the city since the beginning of 
neighborhood planning to do an analysis of deed re-

strictions in these planning areas. It does us no good 
as a community to put neighbor against neighbor 
by not acknowledging deed restrictions. If you live 
in a subdivision that says you’re not going to have a 
second story unit and you build a 2-story ADU, you 
get sued if you have a strong enough neighborhood 
association or HOA. In the South Austin Combined 
Neighborhood Plan, for the first time, the city staff 
looked at deed restrictions in one part of the neigh-
borhood and the infill options that were in conflict 
with the deed restrictions were taken out of the plan. 
So we have a precedent. If you look at most of our 
older neighborhoods we’re going to find out that the 
deed restrictions are pretty extensive.

We have a new city council because there’s little 
trust in this community in our city staff. Those council 
members are going to be faced with a huge problem 
because a lot of the neighborhood plans are in essen-
tially four of the ten council districts. Don Zimmerman 
doesn’t have any neighborhood plans in his entire 
district but he’s got a lot of HOAs that have deed 
restrictions. The other council members all have to un-
derstand that some of the pushing they feel, they’re 
going to have to push back and say, wait a second, my 
neighborhood doesn’t allow that.
Conclusion

It’s not all bleak. We do have a new city council. I 
think that we do have to engage them, make them un-
derstand our issues. And hopefully they’re not tied as 
previous councils have been to the development com-
munity, and maybe we’ll get some traction out of this 
and we’ll get a new code that actually works for the 
community.

Pp



Page 14 —June 2015 — Pecan Press

http://www.cgsdb.com


Pecan Press — June 2015 — Page 15 

Walter E. Long Lake  
on Hog Eye Road 

American coots dive
under the placid water.
Fishermen ease along the shore,
whip a line forth and reel it in.
Bereft cypress trees hum together,
find each other’s pitch.
I stay close to the lake,
angle for my own catch,
the cheery sound of Coot chicks 
as they cluck in tall reeds.

— Elzy Cogswell 
 Feb. 8, 2009

Hyde Park Poets

http://www.newworlddeli.com
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Fruit Flies in a Jar
I was describing a “Gemini” event

To my friend who was very sympathetic
In the space of ten minutes, I had received two, totally divergent 
emails, one thanking me for being sympathetic, understanding,

inspiring, and, even saying that if he had a million dollars, he would 
try to figure out how to give me some of it.

The other, a vitriolic diatribe questioning how I could
Call her a friend when more than two months ago,

I had “yelled” at her because I had a different view of college football;
It was my usual response to people who complain that the university

Could afford to build a multimillion-dollar football stadium
But could not afford a shuttle to run between the university

And a research facility, or pay TAs more, or whatever,
That, somehow athletics robs academics; 

She said I used my status as a professor to bully her. What???

I now believe this whole incident occurred so that my sympathetic 
friend could tell me that it reminded him of something

Mark Twain said, “Anger is an acid that can do more harm to the
vessel in which it is stored than to anything on which it is poured.”

She referenced Halloween; had it been that long?
I had written her back an apology, saying that I meant no harm,

That I had nothing but respect for her and that
I was sorry that her last impression of me

Was anything but warm, but
I doubt that I’ll hear anything more, neither good nor bad,

The strange odd incident only makes me sad,
Sometimes people store their sorrows

Like fruit flies, in a jar, but
Stored up anger or sorrows

Will never take you far.

— Herzele 
01/18/15

Hyde Park Poets
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Lucien, Stirling and Gray  
Advisory Group, Inc. 

How do you define “wealth”? 
 

Hint:  It’s more than money 
 

Exploring this question and crafting  
thoughtful long-term plans  

are how we deliver  
wealth management services  

in a meaningful, personal way. 
 

Please give us a call. 
 

“Life is full of riches.  Your relationship with  
an advisor should be the same.” 

 

4005 Guadalupe · Austin, TX  78751 
(512) 458-2517 

www.lsggroup.com 

“Smart Decisions About Serious Money” 

A Registered Investment Advisor providing  
Fiduciary level planning, advice & asset management services 

In Hyde Park since 1992 

Tammy young
Broker Associate, GRI
Hyde Park Neighbor

512.695.6940
tammy@realtyaustin.com

tammyyoung.com

Call 512.695.6940 for all of your real estate needs.

I lIve here, I work here
When it’s time to choose a Realtor®, choose a 
true neighborhood expert. I provide exemplary 
customer service along with innovative marketing 
strategies and accurate, in-depth knowledge of 
our neighborhood and its unique homes.

whether you are buying, selling, or investing, contact 
me today for a complimentary consultation.

4608 Caswell ave  | offered aT $459,000
3 Beds | 2 Baths | 1,372 sQfT
1930s vintage stone home in Hyde Park. Updated 
kitchen & baths. Spacious master suite with walk-
in closet. Detached 1-car garage with workshop. 
Wood floors throughout. High ceilings. Updated 
windows. Will go fast!  

3205 PIneCresT dr  | offered aT $475,000
3 Beds | 2 Baths | 1,495 sQfT
Quintessential Allandale charm in this 1959 ranch 
style home. Updated kitchen. Gleaming wood 
floors in main living areas and master. Screened 
porch. Large .21 acre lot that backs to greenbelt 
and bike path. Rare find in the heart of the city! 

your neighborhood specialist
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Still Life with Grocery 
Store and Tree 

I’m haunted by the view of the parking lot
of the grocery store across the street,
As night falls and the store closes,
the lights in the side of the building come on
and I watch from my front window
this empty square with its desolate glow,
thinking that I should paint it.
Instead, I search for words to convey
that stillness, the way the light
triangulates down the side of the building
to puddle and spread across the black surface.
A tree stands silhouetted at the edge of the street,
its spreading branches lopped off by the darkness.
Even with cars passing,
there’s a soundlessness about the scene
that draws me forward, listening intently
as though the silence might at last be broken.

— Albert Huffstickler 
Jan. 23, 1988

Hyde Park Poets

Sam-O-Matic
samalex360@live.com  (512) 696-7159

Handyman

Mechanic

http://www.apcaustin.com


Prices are up and demand for Central Austin homes is stronger 
than ever!  Contact your neighborhood expert for a complimentary  
market analysis and customized marketing plan for your property.  

HYDE PARK & NORTH UNIVERSITY HOMES GALLERYHYDE PARK & NORTH UNIVERSITY HOMES GALLERYHYDE PARK & NORTH UNIVERSITY HOMES GALLERY   

504 WEST 33RD STREET 
 

Hemphill Park Townhomes. All 
brick traditional style. 3 BR, 3 BA, 
2 LIV, updated kitchen, private 
courtyard, two-car garage. No 
HOA or monthly fees.   

Listed at $695,000 

806 WEST 29TH STREET 
 

Zoned LO-MU allowing residential 
and/or light office. Ideal for profes-
sionals seeking to  live/work at 
home. 3 BR, 2 BA, 3 LIV or 6-7 
offices spaces plus detached studio. 

Listed at $995,000 

110 WEST 32ND STREET 
 

1926 storybook home in historic 
Aldridge Place. 4-5 BR, 2.5 BA, 3 
LIV, 2 DIN in main house. De-
tached carriage house. Exquisite 
gardens , patios, screened porch. 

Listed at $1,150,000 

4808 AVENUE F 
 

1932 Hyde Park bungalow on over-
sized corner lot with gardens and 
pergola. 2 BR, 1.5 BA with updated 
kitchen, wood floors, infrared dry 
sauna, built-ins. Bonus sunroom. 

Listed at $525,000 

310 EAST 35TH STREET 
 

Custom built in 2011. Craftsman 
home with high-end contemporary 
interior. Main house with 3 BR, 3 
BA, 3 LIV plus separate 1 BR, 1 BA 
garage apartment. 

Listed at $965,000 

4529 AVENUE C 
 

Adorable 1947 cottage with 2 BR, 
1 BA, 1 LIV, 1 DIN. Refinished 
hardwoods, faux fireplace, built-
ins. Wide front porch, spacious 
rear deck. Detached garage. 

Listed at $399,950 

 305 WEST 29TH  STREET 
 

Charming two-story cottage near 
UT– ideal investment property in 
prime location. 3 BR, 2 BA. Within 
walking distance to UT campus, 
the Drag, Torchy’s Tacos. 

Listed at $325,000 

513 EAST 49TH STREET 
 

Builder’s personal home designed 
with old world charm but offering 
modern amenities. Main house has 
3,300 SF with 4 BR, 3.5 BA, 3 LIV 
plus separate 2BR,1BA apartment. 

Listed at $995,000 
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